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WHAT EVERY SPIRIT-FILLED CHRISTIAN OUGHT TO FORGET 

Numbers 11.4-17 
NU 11.4 

The rabble with them began to crave other food, and again the Israelites started wailing and said, “If only we had 

meat to eat! 
5 
We remember the fish we ate in Egypt at no cost—also the cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions and 

garlic.
6 
But now we have lost our appetite; we never see anything but this manna!” 

7 
The manna was like coriander 

seed and looked like resin. 
8 
The people went around gathering it, and then ground it in a hand mill or crushed it in a 

mortar. They cooked it in a pot or made it into loaves. And it tasted like something made with olive oil. 
9 
When the 

dew settled on the camp at night, the manna also came down. 
10 

Moses heard the people of every family wailing at the 

entrance to their tents. The LORD became exceedingly angry, and Moses was troubled. 
11 

He asked the LORD, “Why have 

you brought this trouble on your servant? What have I done to displease you that you put the burden of all these people on 

me? 
12 

Did I conceive all these people? Did I give them birth? Why do you tell me to carry them in my arms, as a nurse 

carries an infant, to the land you promised on oath to their ancestors? 
13 

Where can I get meat for all these people? They 

keep wailing to me, ‘Give us meat to eat!’ 
14 

I cannot carry all these people by myself; the burden is too heavy for me. 
15 

If 

this is how you are going to treat me, please go ahead and kill me—if I have found favor in your eyes—and do not let me 

face my own ruin.” 
16 

The LORD said to Moses: “Bring me seventy of Israel’s elders who are known to you as leaders and 

officials among the people. Have them come to the tent of meeting, that they may stand there with you. 
17 

I will come 

down and speak with you there, and I will take some of the power of the Spirit that is on you and put it on them. They will 

share the burden of the people with you so that you will not have to carry it alone.  
 

Intro 

As servants of the Lord, you don’t always get to choose your battles 

 Man Proposes- God Disposes 

 So if God needs you to serve somewhere- that is where you go 
 

This is the role of discipleship 

 The idea that you can choose 

 Or do the easy and leave the tough behind 

 Misses the point of obedience and devotion 
 

As Jesus says, 
MT 16.24 

If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 
 

The idea that discipleship is an easy life is mistaken- following Jesus is hard- it takes a total reorientation 

 All of your prayers 

 All of your energy and ambition 

 All of your abilities 

 All of your thoughts and behaviors 

 Whoever you think you are 

 Whatever you think you can do… must be exploded 
 

As Jesus says, 
LK 14.33 

In the same way, those of you who do not give up everything you have cannot be my disciples. 
 

But sometimes it’s difficult letting go 

 Letting go of old ideas 

 Letting go of the past 

 Letting go of old friends 

 Letting go of things we like 
 

If there is one thing that is constant in life with Christ 

 Every step from the moment of salvation demands faith 

 But it’s one thing to say it- quite another to do it 
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Illus- A Hospital Visit 
 

Late yesterday afternoon I had returned from a vacation 

 My phone recorder said a friend was in the hospital 

 Hadn’t been home a minute before I had learned they had been there for four days 

 I immediately got my car keys to go to the hospital 
 

That’s what we do for our friends 

 We want to be there, and help 

 But sometimes God does not permit simple expressions of faith 

 That is good, but sometimes more is necessary 
 

And at those times, our faith- like the faith of the Israelites in the Wilderness- is truly tested 

 The Israelites cried and complained 

 They wanted to go back- not venture forth in faith 
 

And their reluctance to change cost them 

 They were only forgiven based on the faith of Moses 

 But they also died in the wilderness- through God’s command 
 

Ques- Is obedience in discipleship a “faith walk” for you? 

 For many, the way to view discipleship- following Christ- needs to change 

 Otherwise, the outcome may very well be like they ancient Israelites 

 They were forgiven, but they also were punished too 
 

1. Disciples Ought To Realize That Trials & Tribulations Are Not Always A Bad Thing 
 

Ques- Consider that question from the testimony of scripture… 

 Without the wilderness- would there have been a Promised Land? 

 Without the cross- would there have been a resurrection? 

 Without the punishment of sin- would there be eternal life with Christ forever? 
 

Ques- What are the trials of your life teaching you? 

 To feel sorry for yourself misses the point of what God is doing through you 

 Moses made that mistake- the Israelites too 

 But you don’t have to 
 

2. Disciples Ought To Forget That Burdens Are Too Heavy To Bear- Not If God Is Carrying Them For You 
 

Illus- What God Wants- God Gets 
 

Clearly, scripture tells us Moses was not happy about leading 

 The people complained about Moses 

 They complained about the food 

 They complained about walking in faith 

 And it got to be so bad that Moses wanted to quit 
 

BUT THAT THIS WAS NOT WHAT GOD WANTED AT ALL 

 He was taking them to the Promised Land 

 And that meant they had to leave where they were- and go for a walk 

 And accept new leadership 

 And undergo new tasks 
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The good old days were not that good anyway 

 Had they done that, there would have been no need for a Promised Land 

 No Jewish Nation 

 No David 

 No Solomon 

 No future at all 
 

They would have been completely absorbed- and destroyed- by a foreign culture- never to be heard from again 
 

Sometimes it is better to reflect on the fact that what God wants for us- is best for us 
 

As Jesus told Paul, 
2 COR 12.9  

“My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” 
 

Illus- Cursive Writing 
 

You might remember the 1
st
 grade. You had to learn the alphabet 

 I have heard that kids don’t do these things any more- I don’t know 

 I have heard that they learn on computers now 
 

But I remember those alphabet signs they used to post on the walls… 

 One of them was a capital letter 

 The other was a small letter 

 Both in block lettering and cursive lettering 
 

And then came multiplication tables 

 You might have doubts of ever learning them 
 

Ques- But did you learn them? 

 Thank a teacher 

Ques- Can you drive a stick shift? 

 Thank a teacher 

Ques- Can you do arithmetic, algebra, your taxes? 

 Thank a teacher 
 

Whatever God calls you to, he will see you through! 

 And it is His battle 

 And He never fails 

 Success is right around the corner when God calls on you- so stop worrying 
 

Illus- Egg Cartons 

 

There once was a preacher who found a shoe box in his closet. When he opened it he found some strange 

contents:  

 Inside was an egg carton with 5 eggs inside.  

 Next to the eggs was a stack of bills that totaled over 10,000 dollars.  
 

As soon as his wife walked thru the door he stopped her to ask if she knew anything about this odd 

combination.  

 And she said, “Yes…after we got married I decided that after every sermon you preached if it was a bad 

one I would put an egg in this shoebox.” 
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The preacher thought with pride about all the years they had been married and that there were only 5 eggs were 

in the box. 
 

But then he asked her, “What about the 10,000 dollars?’ And she said, “Oh, well…every time I got a dozen 

eggs I sold them.” 

 

If you are a true servant of God- you have no burdens, they are His 

 And the burdens you think you carry are really God’s way of blessing you 
 

3. And Thirdly, Forget About Non-Cooperative Ventures- Spirit-Led Living Is Confirmed In Community 
 

Illus- The Proof Is In The Pudding 
 

All godly ambitions- all spiritual giftedness- are cooperative ventures 

 They are confirmed by the Spirit in community 
 

Moses learned that lesson too 

 He got to thinking that leading was all about him- what he had to do 

 And that’s why he got depressed 

 His ego got in the way 
 

And that’s something we ought not forget too 

 Not to promote yourselves 

 But to prove that God’s love and redemption is true 
 

These things serve as reminders- that we ought not forget- but there are also some others that we should… 
 

I. TO BE SPIRIT-LED- FORGET ABOUT OPERATING IN YOUR OWN STRENGTH (vs. 4-5) 
NU 11.4 

The rabble with them began to crave other food, and again the Israelites started wailing and said, “If only we had 

meat to eat! 
5 
We remember the fish we ate in Egypt at no cost—also the cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions and 

garlic.
6 
But now we have lost our appetite; we never see anything but this manna!” 

 

Illus- Pickled Pigs Feet 
 

I remember back in the day there were these convenience stores 

 You could go in these little places and they would sell pickled pig’s feet 

 Di you ever wonder… 
 

Ques- Who would eat that stuff? 
 

To the uninitiated, you might feel like the Israelites and the Mannah 

 But just because you never tried it, that it was bad 

 There is a lesson in that too 
 

The Israelites were a victim of their own habits- and they were willing to forsake their long term welfare for 

short term gain 
 

Ques- But where is the faith in that? 
 
JER 29.11 

For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give 

you hope and a future. 
 

1. And Whatever He Leads You To- He Will See You Through- And It May Be He Is Working On You 
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Illus- What Is The Coldest Weather You Have Been In 
 

I heard a story about a man who froze to death  

 He was found in the back of a convenience store, where he had fallen asleep 

 He never woke up 

 He had frozen to death 
 

Had the Israelites got what they wanted, there would have been no Israel today 

 They complained  

 Moses complained 

 And God was angry 
 

Now, that is foolish- we ought to desire what God desires 

 But it is a cooperative venture 
 

2. To Operate In His Strength Is A Cooperative Venture- Not A Self Sufficient One 
 

Ques- How self-sufficient can we be, when we cannot even save ourselves? 

 That’s not only unwise, it’s foolish  
 

Illus- 2 Hunters 
 

A couple of hunters are out in the woods when one of them falls to the ground 

 He doesn’t seem to be breathing 

 His eyes are rolled back in his head 
 

The other guy whips out his cell phone and calls 911 
 

He’s frantic, and tells the operator, “My friend is dead! What can I do?”  
 

The operator, in a calm soothing voice says: “Just take it easy. I can help. First, let’s make sure he’s dead.”  
 

There is a silence, then a gunshot is heard.  
 

The guy’s voice comes back on the line. He says: “OK, now what?” 
 

Ques- And isn’t that how the Israelites were? 

 They had no faith 

 But that’s what they needed to get them to the Promised Land 
 

As Paul said, 
PHIL 4.12 

I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in 

any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. 
13 

I can do all this through him 

who gives me strength. 
 

II. TO BE SPIRIT LED- FORGET ABOUT SERVING SELF (vs. 16-17) 
NU 11.16 

The LORD said to Moses: “Bring me seventy of Israel’s elders who are known to you as leaders and officials among 

the people. Have them come to the tent of meeting, that they may stand there with you. 
17 

I will come down and speak 

with you there, and I will take some of the power of the Spirit that is on you and put it on them. They will share the 

burden of the people with you so that you will not have to carry it alone. 
 

God is going to do his work 

 With us, or without us 

 With him, we gain power in the spirit 
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 Without him, we don’t 
 

1. The Difference Is In What It Produces- The Spirit Is Not Given For Serving Self- Only Serving God 
 

You can’t be Spirit-Led going in the wrong direction 

 It’s not about feelings- it’s about faith 

 It’s not about getting what you want- it’s about giving God what he wants 
 

Illus- Burdens Are Blessings 
 

God’s Spirit is for the spiritual- not the carnal 

 For the unworthy servant- not for the Pharisee who prays in the public square 

 And not just for those who know more- but those who obey more 
 

To forsake God’s will is like asking to go back to Egypt 

 God wants to do something great- not just give you food to eat 
 

III. TO BE SPIRIT LED- FORGET ABOUT THE WORD “IMPOSSIBLE!” (vs. 32) 
32 

All that day and night and all the next day the people went out and gathered quail. No one gathered less than ten 

homers.  
 

Now, one homer = 10 bushels 

 That is 10 bushels full of quail 

 It just goes to show that there is no need so great that God can’t meet it 
 

1. Where You Say Impossible, God Says No Problem- When You Say You Can’t, God Says You Can! 
 

Illus- Doug Flutie 
 

Ques- You might know what a Hail Mary pass is? 
 

One in particular involved Boston College and the Miami Hurricanes 

 On 11-23-84, Doug Flutie- QB for Boston College- threw a pass to his receiver with no time on the 

clock 

 48 yards 

 The underdogs won 47-45 

 And later on, Doug Flutie won the Heiseman Trophy too! 
 

It has been regarded by FOX Sports as one of the greatest moments in sports 
 

And God is throwing Hal Mary’s all the time 

 That’s what Spirit-Led living is all about 

 It’s the miracle of living in Christ- the Spirit-Led life 
 

Conclusion 

The Israelites needed to learn a few things before they could inhabit the Promised Land 

 They were looking backward, while God intended for them to move forward 

 And as it was true for them- it is true for us- we never inherit the best unless we forget a few things too.  
 

Such as… 

1. Forgetting about operating in our own strength  

2. Forgetting about serving self  

3. Forgetting about the word “Impossible!” 
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God will see you through- and in the Spirit too! 
 

End of Sermon Prayer 
 
April 7, 2019 

Fort Barnwell Baptist Church 

Fort Barnwell, NC  28526 

  
Dr. W. Reese Blanchett 2019 

Sermon outlines may be used for preaching and teaching purposes 
But may not be published or sold. 

 

Disclaimer: I wish to express my gratitude to all the saints before me who are traveling the Narrow Way. Their love and generosity is reflected in my own humble 
efforts to prepare sermons for the body of Christ. Grace and Peace. 


