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HOW TO HAVE LIFE ABUNDANT 

John 10.1-10 
JN 10.1  

Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth not by the door into the sheepfold, but climbeth up some other way, 

the same is a thief and a robber. 
2 
But he that entereth in by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. 

3 
To him the porter 

openeth; and the sheep hear his voice: and he calleth his own sheep by name, and leadeth them out. 
4 
And when he putteth 

forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep follow him: for they know his voice. 
5 
And a stranger will they 

not follow, but will flee from him: for they know not the voice of strangers. 
6 
This parable spake Jesus unto them: but they 

understood not what things they were which he spake unto them. 
7 
Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, I say 

unto you, I am the door of the sheep. 
8 
All that ever came before me are thieves and robbers: but the sheep did not hear 

them. 
9 
I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture. 

10 
The thief 

cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it 

more abundantly. 
 

Intro 

Right now we are going through tax season, and I hope all of you are going to get a nice surprise 

 Maybe you already have 

 Not that you are already finished 

 But many this time of year isn’t always so nice 

 They might be thinking they are missing out on abundant life 
 

Illus- Tax Season 
 

According to the Tax Foundation, Pew Research, 79% percent of people think that it is morally wrong to cheat 

on their taxes.  
 

But according to the IRS, individual taxpayers do 75% of the cheating – mostly middle-income earners.  
 

Ques- And how do people cheat on their taxes?  

 Most people deliberately underreport income. 
 

Taxes can be an unpleasant subject, but it need not be that way  

 Jesus has already provided abundant life  
 

As He says, 
JN 10.10 

The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they 

might have it more abundantly. 
 

Yet so many struggle  
 

In fact, some say, I am hoping just to have more money at the end of the month, rather than more month at the 

end of the money. 
 

Ques- So what is the answer? 

 One thing we know, Jesus would not have offered it to us unless it could be a reality for us 

 So that can mean only one thing- Jesus is not the problem 
 

Illus- Lottery 
 

Now that NC has a lottery, you might have bought a lottery ticket- I am not recommending that you do this, but 

some people will buy tickets to gamble  
 

But consider this before you do… 

 The first lottery was launched in 1994. 20 years later, it has created 3,700 millionaires 

 The odds of winning the lottery are 350 billion to one  
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 So far, the largest jackpot with one ticket was won by Gloria MacKenzie of Zephyrhills, Florida in 2013. 

She won $590.5 million dollars.  

 52% of winners who won $1 million or more left their jobs 

 In multiple studies, people who win the lottery are twice as likely to file for bankruptcy every year than 

the general population. 
 

1. The Reason People Do Not Have Abundant Life Is Because They Define It Other Than God’s Way 
 

Illus- Stressed Out 
 

Consider, for example, stress- that silent killer… 
 

Experts say that 43% – almost half of all adults – suffer adverse health effects due to stress 
 

One million workers here in the United States are absent on any given average work day because of stress 

related complaints 
 

Jesus was constantly removing stress from people’ lives 

 All the things we do to remove stress- only increases it 
 

Ques- And the question is, why, what do we do about that? 

 The answer is simple 
 

If you are so busy that you cannot obey the 4
th

 Commandment to “…Honor the Sabbath and keep it holy…” 

then not only are you too busy, but you’re also forfeiting the abundant life Jesus has promised you 
 

Some things are more important than wealth and possessions 

 In fact, a strong case can be made that abundant life is more a matter of getting along on less in life, on 

things you don’t need but complicate your life 
 

As Jesus says, 
MT 8.20  

Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head.  
 

For many, this is too hard a saying. But for the Christian, we ought to see the wisdom in it… 
 

2. Wherever The Kingdom Is, There The King Shall Be- And Wherever The King Shall Be, There 

Abundance Will Be  
 

Jesus swill provide for everything you need, and more 

 That’s what it means when he says, “I am the Good Shepherd” 

 There is no need to go outside the fold 
 

As he says, 
MT 18.19 

Again, truly I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything they ask for, it will be done for them by my 

Father in heaven. 
20 

For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them. 
 

If you are poor 

 If you are stressed 

 If you are unemployed 

 If you are not happy 

 Or you do not feel free to be the best you can be 

 Then maybe it is time for you to stop and reconsider what you have been doing  
 

Your priorities are lacking 
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 And now is the time to get them right again 
 

I. ABUNDANT LIFE IS TO WORSHIP THE LORD AND TO SERVE HIM ONLY (vs. 1-2) 
JN 10.1  

Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth not by the door into the sheepfold, but climbeth up some other way, 

the same is a thief and a robber. 
2 
But he that entereth in by the door is the shepherd of the sheep.  

 

You know these words, rely on them, and look to him as your shepherd- and when you do… 
 

1. God Simplifies Your Life And Gives You Peace 
 

We are distracted by cell phones constantly ringing 

 And bad drivers who dart in and out of traffic 

 And the internet, and TVs, and radios constantly playing 

 And social media that consumes so much of our time 
 

In fact, if you turn these things off, some people will suffer withdrawal syndrome- as if they were cut cold 

turkey from drugs and alcohol 
 

Illus- French Prohibition of Cell Phones Use 
 

You might recall several months ago that the French Parliament approved a bill to prohibit smartphone use 

among children of primary, junior and middle-school 

 They called it a “detox measure” to restrict and limit the escalating problem of “screen addiction” 

 But there was a big uproar over it 

 So the French Education Minister released a statement- which said this… 
 

“Mobile phones are a technological advance but they cannot monopolize our lives. You can’t find your way in a 

world of technology if you can’t read, write, count, respect others and work in a team”  
 

According to the new law children under 15 will not be allowed to use smartphones inside the school building 

or in its territory 
 

It is hoped that children will pay more attention to classes and develop their communication in real life 
 

Ques- Could it be that we have elevated worldly activity to the level of idol worship? 

 Could it be that we have forsaken trust in the Lord, and have given ourselves over to worship the Golden 

Calves we have created? 

 Could it be that we do not know the risks involved- or worse- don’t want to know the risks involved? 
 

Illus- Driving & Cell Phone Use 
 

The National Safety Council reports that cell phone use while driving leads to 1.6 million crashes each year 

 Nearly 390,000 injuries occur each year from accidents caused by texting while driving 

 26% of car accidents in the US is caused by texting and driving 
 

2. You Always Benefit When You Come Under God’s Authority 
 

You are called to live out your testimony of the redeemed life 

 Abundant life 

 Life in Christ  

 And as the good shepherd, the discipline He imposes is your freedom 

 If you want abundant life- you listen to His voice 
 

To do otherwise is to be abused by thieves and robbers, 
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MT 16.24 
Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 

25 
For whoever 

wants to save their life
 
will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will find it. 

26 
What good will it be for someone to 

gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? 
 

Abundant life is found in Christ 

 That is why you worship Him and serve Him in everything 
 

II. ABUNDANT LIFE IS AVAILABLE- BUT NOT AUTOMATIC- YOU MUST TAKE THE STEPS TO 

ENTER (vs. 9) 
9 
I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture.  

 

Paul says in Eph. 2.8, 
EPH 2.8 

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 
9 
not by 

works, so that no one can boast. 
 

God’s grace saves you 

 You have salvation now, and the promise of His presence forever 

 But He also says He provides for you too 

 Abundant life is included- yet so many inside the church don’t have it 
 

1. The First Duty Of A Disciple Is To Hear The Shepherd’s Voice 
 

Hearing is your first duty, and all else follows from that 

 Sheep need to walk toward the good shepherd 

 But also stay in the fold 

 Otherwise, they run the risk of wolves, thieves, and robbers 
 

Illus- A Robbery 
 

I had a friend who was robbed. Walking to his car one afternoon, two robbers assaulted him on the way to his 

car 

 He was assaulted, hit over the head 

 And stole his wallet 
 

Fortunately, he was OK 

 Only lost a little money 

 But he could have lost his life 
 

2. Here What God Has To Say- And Follow Through On What He Says To Do 
 

Disobeying God entails risk 

 He never coerces you 

 He never forces you 

 He never makes you do anything you don’t want to do 

 You can do your own thing- but as with any choice you make, there is a cost 
   

As Jesus says, 
MT 7.21 

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will 

of my Father who is in heaven. 
22 

Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in 

your name drive out demons and in your name perform many miracles?’ 
23 

Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew 

you. 
 

Abundant life is available to you, but it is not automatic 
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 You must hear what He has to say, and then follow through on what He says to do 
 

III. ABUNDANT LIFE COMES FROM THE LORD- WHAT HE GIVES, THE WORLD CAN’T TAKE 

AWAY (vs. 10) 
10 

The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they 

might have it more abundantly. 
 

Rethink how you understand abundant life 

 You have much 

 And because you do, much is also asked of you 

 You might not think of yourself this way, but consider this… 
 

Illus- Wealth in the USA 
 

More than a billion people around the world now living on less than $1 per day 

 The U.S. represents 4.5% of global population but nearly 30% of its total wealth 
 

Yet many people feel like we are poor 

 Some are seduced to commit acts against their neighbors  

 Just to get what they want 
 

But note what Jesus says… 
 

1. Jesus Came To Provide Not Only A Good Life- But Also Abundant Life- Eternal Life To You 
 

If you have Christ in you, then you have a very precious, valuable gift 

 You cannot work, earn, take, or steal this gift 

 God must give it to you 
 

As Jesus says, 
JN 3.16 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 

eternal life. 
 

 

Ques- What is abundant life to you? 

 How do you define it? 

 Are you willing to risk- as many do- to gain the world and lose your soul? 
 

Illus- Lottery Winner  
 

In 1996, the Chicago Tribune ran a story on Buddy Post, a lottery winner who won $16.2 million in the 

Pennsylvania Lottery.  

 Since then, he has been convicted of assault 

 His 6
th

 wife left him 

 His brother was convicted of trying to kill him 

 His landlady successfully sued him for one-third of the jackpot 
  

“Money didn’t change me,” he said.  

 “It changed the people around me.”  

 “I thought they cared about me, but they only cared about the money.” 
 

Conclusion  

Ques- If you could give yourself just one gift- and only one- what would it be? 

 What gift is most valuable to you? 
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 Maybe it is time to redefine what you value? 
 

Wherever The Kingdom Is, There The King Shall Be- And Wherever The King Shall Be, There Abundance 

Will Be As Well 
 

Ques- And isn’t that what you really want? 

 For those who live the abundant life- the world can’t help but notice 

 They will want to know your secret 

 And that’s when you can tell them… 
 

PHIL 4.13 
I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. 

 

Shared together-giving and receiving- as He blesses you, you bless your neighbors 

 It’s abundant living 

 What Christ gives to all who trust and believe 
 

End of Sermon Prayer 
 

April 7, 2019 
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