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THE GLORIFIED LIFE 

Isaiah 43.1-7 
ISA 43.1 

But now, this is what the LORD says— he who created you, Jacob, he who formed you, Israel: “Do not fear, for I 

have redeemed you; I have summoned you by name; you are mine. 
2 
When you pass through the waters, I will be with 

you; and when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be 

burned; the flames will not set you ablaze. 
3 
For I am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior; I give 

Egypt for your ransom, Cush and Seba in your stead. 
4 
Since you are precious and honored in my sight, and because I 

love you, I will give people in exchange for you, nations in exchange for your life. 
5 
Do not be afraid, for I am with you; I 

will bring your children from the east and gather you from the west. 
6 
I will say to the north, ‘Give them up!’ and to the 

south, ‘Do not hold them back.’ Bring my sons from afar and my daughters from the ends of the earth— 
7 
everyone who is 

called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.” 
 

Intro 

If you read through the Bible, what you will see there is the constant intervention of God in the lives of his 

people 

 Over and over again, God is always reassuring them 

 Always loving them 

 Always out ahead of them 

 Calling them back to him 
 

From Genesis to Revelation, you read it there 

 From the times of Adam 

 Where God goes looking for him… 
 
GEN 3.9 

And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou? 
  
But also in the last book of the Bible, in Revelation, where it says… 
REV 22.17 

And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And 

whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely. 
 

God is always searching- always redeeming- always loving… 

 It just goes to show that it is not us who is doing the seeking 

 And that maybe our understanding of what we need- needs to evolve  
 

1. Life In Christ Is Our Purpose For Living- And No Matter The Challenges Of Life- The Glorified Life Will 

Not Be Denied You 
 

Illus- 1
st
 Grade 

 

Ques- If you think back to the time when you first went to school, Do you remember your 1
st
 grade teacher? 

 Consider the position that teacher is in 

 You have all these young faces 

 And now they are in classroom full of strangers 
 

Ques- Can you imagine anything more scary for a little kid? 

 And what about the teacher? 

 Consider the heavy responsibility of that 1
st
 grade teacher? 

 They have a hard job to do 
 

Many of those children will be afraid- unhappy about being there 

 And they are meeting another woman other than their mothers 

 But they don’t know her 
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That is a heavy responsibility for a teacher, for in that relationship they’re forming a new attachment 

 To obey 

 To trust 

 Just like their parents at home 
 

And it is the same with God- as he says in the scripture… 

 Do not fear, I am the one who redeemed you 

 I am the one who summoned you 

 I am the one who created you 

 I am the one who chose you  

 I am the one who will glorify you 
 

These “I am” statements run all the way through, and it is God’s way of revealing himself to you 
 

Ques- For unless he disclosed himself to you, how could you know him? 

 You cannot love a God you do not know 

 But you do know him 

 God loves you because he has chosen you and has promised to glorify you 
 

As the Bible says, 
COL 1.27 

To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in 

you, the hope of glory. 
 

2. God Loves You- And Has Chosen You To Be Glorified- It Is “…Christ In You, The Hope Of Glory…” 
 

Illus- What Do You Love 
 

If I gave you a list of the things I love you would say. “Me too!” 

 I love sleeping in late in the morning 

 I love a nice cup of coffee with cream and sugar 

 I love a good candy bar- like Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups 

 I love ice cream, especially Rocky Road ice cream 

 I love watermelon on a hot summer day 
 

Now, some of you might agree- but you might add other things that interest you… 

 Dogs 

 Families 

 Your housecoat and pajamas 
 

You love them because they are familiar to you 

 And now they define you 
 

But as God’s chosen, we define our lives differently 

 We are soldiers of the cross 

 And as good soldiers there will be times of adversity 

 But it is an opportunity- the crucified life and the glorified life- are joined together 
 

As Jesus says… 
MT 16.24 

“If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me” 
 

3. You Are Chosen- And God Has Created You For His Glory- It Is Proof That He Loves You And Me 
 

As Jesus says, 
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For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 

eternal life. 
 

God’s understanding of love runs farther, goes deeper, lasts longer- than anything else - God has created you for 

his glory, and there is nothing that compares to it 

 No matter what happens to you 

 No matter the trouble you are in 

 No matter if you have not a friend in the world 

 No matter how much you hurt or suffer 

 No matter how many sins you have committed 
 

There is nothing you can do to cause God to love you less- he has already decided to love you more than you 

can imagine 

 God is your closest friend, and chose you to be glorified 

 To come to a victorious end 

 That’s the way you need to see him, for his love has no end 
 

Here are three promises from Isaiah to lift you up 

 To prevail upon you 

 When you don’t know what else to do… 
 

I. REMEMBER THAT YOU ARE NOT YOUR OWN- YOU ARE CHOSEN- AND YOU BELONG TO 

GOD (vs. 1-3) 
ISA 43.1 

But now, this is what the LORD says— he who created you, Jacob, he who formed you, Israel: “Do not fear, for I 

have redeemed you; I have summoned you by name; you are mine. 
2 
When you pass through the waters, I will be with 

you; and when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be 

burned; the flames will not set you ablaze. 
3 
For I am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior 

 

At first we don’t think about it- but there are real consequences to being a Christian.  
 

As Paul says, 
1 COR 6.19 

Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from 

God? You are not your own; 
20 

you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your bodies. 
 

1. The Glorified Life Is A Sacrificial Life- And With Greater Sacrifices Comes Greater Glory With It 
 

Illus- The Husband Hater 
 

There once was a newspaper columnist who shared a story about a woman who hated her husband. But before 

she was about to divorce him, she went to see a counselor. And this is what they said…  

 Act as if you love him 

 Praise him for every decent thing he does 

 And be kind, considerate, and generous whenever possible 

 Then, after you have convinced him of your undying love, make your move and file for divorce 
 

With revenge in her eyes she said, "That’s perfect, I’ll do it" ….and that’s what she did 
 

Ques- But guess what happened? 

 The more she took the counselor’s advice, she began to actually love him 

 And at the end of a few months divorce was the furthest thing from her mind 
 

She learned a valuable lesson- that once she started living the sacrificial life, she saved her marriage 

 But more than that 
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 She also honored God, his word, and was blessed for doing it 
 

Illus- Doubting Thomas 
 

You may recall the life of Thomas, the apostle 

 He had his doubts 

 In fact, he became known for it 
 

But Jesus put an end to it when he appeared before him in a post-resurrection appearance… 
 
JN 20.27

 ”Stop doubting and believe.” 
 

Ques- And what about your faith? 

 What does your faith make you do? 

 What is faith if it is not challenging to you? 
 

Ques- Yet didn’t Jesus took his followers into Jerusalem with him? 
 

2. God Chose Us For This Reason- There Is No Glory Without Sacrifice- This Is An Essential Quality That 

Makes The Christian Different 
 

Illus- Foot Washing Humility 
 

Think about what Jesus did the night of the Lord’s Supper… 

 Everybody is showing up to eat, but because it was done in secret there were no servants to provide the 

necessary foot washing  

 The disciples are present, but not a one of them is willing to stoop down on their hands and knees 

because they believed it was “beneath” them 

 None of them volunteered for washing feet because it would mean placing one’s self in a position of 

inferiority before the others 
 

Ques- Now, Jesus sees what’s going on- so what does he do? 

 He takes on the servant position 
 

The idea that we are above commitment misses the point Jesus is making. As he says, 
JN 13.8 

“Unless I wash your feet, you have no part with me.” 
 

3. To Be Chosen Does Not Mean To Do What We Want- It Means Doing What God Wants 
 

Illus- In My House 
 

One rule I remember most of us remember is this one, “In my house you must follow my rules!” 

 Testing boundaries is not uncommon 

 But there is a dividing line that ought not be crossed 
 

Consider Jesus 

 Jesus was loving, but he never deviated from high standards 

 And he tells those who follow the same thing 
 
MT 5.48 

Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect. 
 

There will always be a dividing line 

 Between the righteous and the worldly 

 There is always an abrasion between the two 
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 God has his ways, and they are higher and better than our own 
 
ISA 55.8 

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares the LORD. 
9 
“As the heavens are 

higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
 

God takes this seriously 

 Consider that Jesus was crucified so that we might be saved 

 John the Baptist was beheaded 

 Many Christian martyrs were persecuted 

 And it is also happening today 
 

The priority in Christian life is doing what God wants 

 For this is the path toward glory 
 

As Jesus says, 
MT 7.13 

“Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter 

through it. 
14 

But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it. 
 

The narrow gate is what most men don’t do 

 They take the broad one 

 But that is not the correct one 
 

Illus- Coronavirus 
 

These recent days the world has watched as the coronavirus pandemic has spread around the globe 

 Many stay-at-home orders have been issued 

 And still the numbers of affected are increasing 
 

Ques- and how long can it go on? 

 How long will the stay-at-home orders continue? 

 How long before many will leve home anyway? 

 And leave too soon? 
 

Sacrifices are good if it saves lives 
 

There is a connection between making sacrifices for God – and the glorified life 

 Jesus knew this 
 
JN 17.1

 After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: “Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your 

Son may glorify you. 
 

There is a connection between the sacrificial life and the glorified life, and that is why we always want to be in 

the position of a servant 

 So consider your true position 

 You belong to God 

 And the glorified life will not be denied you 
 

II. THE GLORIFIED LIFE IS GOD’S GIFT TO YOU- IT IS THE FULLEST EXPRESSION OF HIS 

LOVE FOR YOU (vs. 4-6) 
ISA 43.4 

Since you are precious and honored in my sight, and because I love you, I will give people in exchange for you, 

nations in exchange for your life. 
5 
Do not be afraid, for I am with you; I will bring your children from the east and 

gather you from the west. 
6 
I will say to the north, ‘Give them up!’ and to the south, ‘Do not hold them back.’ Bring my 

sons from afar and my daughters from the ends of the earth—  
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You might have days when you don’t feel so worthy 

 That’s natural 

 Even Jesus had days like that 

 Sweating blood in Gethsemane was only one 
 

Ques- But when you have those days, what do you do? 
 

Illus- Start Your Day Over 
 

Ques- Maybe you have had some days where all you want to do is go back to bed? 

 You miss the alarm clock- and you fall out of bed 

 You rush to the shower and burn yourself 

 You try to shave and cut your face 

 You rush to the car- driving high speed, dodging red lights because you are late 

 You get to work- and nothing runs right 

 You get home- so you kick the cat 

 You put the dinner in the oven- and burn it 

 Your spouse is cranky- and your children are fighting 
 

Ques- Ever had a day like that? 
 

Consider that Jesus was still pressing onward to Jerusalem 

 He never backed down 

 He never gave it a second thought 

 He was relentless in his pursuit 

 And he took his disciples with him, for he was looking far beyond the cross 
 

1. God Is Always Faithful- He Values You, And He Loves You- By Giving The Glorified Life To You 
 

When hardship comes, it can be a struggle to see the blessings in every opportunity 

 Like trying to learn a foreign language, we don’t always hear when god is speaking 

 Or giving us opportunity 

 But it is always there 

 It could be an area worth growing in your life 
 

Illus- The Five Love Languages 
 

If you haven’t read the book, The Five Love Languages, it is worth picking up 

 Written by Gary Chapman 

 The book has sold over 11 million copies in English 

 Been translated into 49 other languages 

 Also consistently ranks in the top 5 books on the New York Times bestsellers list 
 

The book proposes that when we are having a hard time with the people in our lives, often it is because we are 

not speaking a language they recognize 
 

It is only after we adjust to speaking the other person’s language that we get our relationships right again 
 

The glorified life means learning to speak God’s language 

 We understand how he is leading us 

 And how he is blessing us 

 And how the experiences of our lives are growing us 



7 
04-05-20 
Palm Sunday   
 

2. For God Has Designed Life In Such A Way That He Always Wants Us Sharing The Glorified Life 
 

You cannot be happy in a vacuum 

 There is no glory in doing nothing 
 

As Jesus says, 
MT 10.7 

As you go, proclaim this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 
 

But God designed our lives in such a way that it is through our giving, sharing, loving, serving that the glorified 

life goes and grows 
 

Ques- And why not through you? 

 It is up to you 
 

III. THERE IS GLORY FOR THOSE WHO GO BY THE NAME CHRISTIAN (vs. 7) 
ISA 43.7 

everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.” 
 

God’s design is perfect 

 He hears every plea 

 Every prayer 

 And his love never fails 
 

1. But You Will Have To Accept Some Challenges- It Is Necessary For Living The Glorified Life In Christ 
 

Ques- Will there be persecution? 

 Many miss the goal 

 And Jesus points this out so that we can expect it 
 

Jesus says, 
JN 15.21 

They will treat you this way because of my name, for they do not know the one who sent me. 
22 

If I had not come 

and spoken to them, they would not be guilty of sin; but now they have no excuse for their sin. 

 

A day is coming when you will be glorified 

 But until that day all of us have duties to perform 

 We are not just recipients of the kingdom 

 We are advancing it too 
 

1. We Want To Be Embracing And Advancing The Name In All We Do 
 

Illus- Hamster In The Wheel 
 

I used to have a hamster 

 And inside his cage he had a wheel 

 He would ride that wheel like crazy 

 And I used to think, That’s the stupidest thing to do 
 

But then one day- as I was riding my exercise bike- it hit me… 
 

Ques- Am I a hamster too? 

 These exercise bikes are hard work, and what am I getting for it? 

 Obviously, it’s meant for exercise 

 But are you trying to tell me that hamster is as smart as me- that he knows that? 
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We who are Christians should never be in the position of saying, “We don’t know what to do” 

 There is always opportunity 

 For no one can stop you doing what God wants you to do 
 

Ques- Are you willing to tell the world that you are a Christian? 

 We follow Jesus- and do what he says to do 

 And as we do, the glorified life comes upon you too 
 

Conclusion 

Jesus once said, 
LK 17.20 

“The coming of the kingdom of God is not something that can be observed, 
21 

nor will people say, ‘Here it is,’ or 

‘There it is,’ because the kingdom of God is in your midst.” 
 

So look around you- the glorified life need not be denied you 

 And maybe that’s why Jesus took his disciples into Jerusalem 

 He sees differently than what we see 

 But he knows what’s best to do 
 

That’s Palm Sunday 

 Jesus giving God glory 

 And that’s what he also means to give you 

 This glorified life, by honoring God in all we do 
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