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THE GREATEST MISTAKE IN THE WORLD 

Mark 10.17-27 
MK 10.17 

And when he was gone forth into the way, there came one running, and kneeled to him, and asked him, Good 

Master, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life? 
18 

And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is none 

good but one, that is, God. 
19 

Thou knowest the commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not 

bear false witness, Defraud not, Honour thy father and mother. 
20 

And he answered and said unto him, Master, all these 

have I observed from my youth. 
21 

Then Jesus beholding him loved him, and said unto him, One thing thou lackest: go thy 

way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, take up the cross, 

and follow me. 
22 

And he was sad at that saying, and went away grieved: for he had great possessions. 
23 

And Jesus looked 

round about, and saith unto his disciples, How hardly shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom of God! 
24 

And the 

disciples were astonished at his words. But Jesus answereth again, and saith unto them, Children, how hard is it for them 

that trust in riches to enter into the kingdom of God! 
25 

It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a 

rich man to enter into the kingdom of God. 
26 

And they were astonished out of measure, saying among themselves, Who 

then can be saved? 
27 

And Jesus looking upon them saith, With men it is impossible, but not with God: for with God all 

things are possible. 
 

Intro  

When you read salvation messages like this one, you read it and maybe think of our own 

 If you are saved today, God did an amazing act of grace in you 

 It’s impossible to explain- but you know you are different 

 It’s a work God alone must do 
 

But salvation messages is not something you always think about 

 For you don’t like to think about certain subjects all the time 

 Subjects like sin 

 And suffering 

 And most of all death 
 

Yet Jesus talked about these things all the time 

 Jesus talked more about death and hell and sin more than any other subject 

 But when some talk about these things they will say it’s morbid 
 

But death comes to all men. As the scripture says, 
HEB 9.27 

And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment 
 

1. The Greatest Mistake In All The World Is To Live As If You Will Never Die 
 

Illus- Funeral For A Friend 
 

Ques- A close personal friend of mine asked me not too long ago, Would I be willing to conduct their funeral 

when they die? 
 

Just yesterday some of us went to a friend’s funeral service.  

 Some of you old timers remember when they used to play the piano here 

 Her husband- also preached a little, so I’m told 
 

She was only 59 years old 

 She was in the prime of life- but there are many more who die much younger 

 And you will do also 

 And you don’t know our last day will be 
 

But lest you think of only loss, death also brings great gain 
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As Paul says, 
PHIL 1.21 

For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 
22 

If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful labor for 

me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not know! 
23 

I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is 

better by far; 
24 

but it is more necessary for you that I remain in the body. 
25 

Convinced of this, I know that I will remain, 

and I will continue with all of you for your progress and joy in the faith, 
26 

so that through my being with you again your 

boasting in Christ Jesus will abound on account of me. 
 

But for some death is not “great gain” 

 For some, death is “great loss” 

 For them- death is fear 

 And for some- death means terror 
 

And so many seem to want to risk that 

 They are so determined to make a living- that they don’t surrender their life 

 They have their pleasures 

 They have their friends 

 And they think all is all right 
 

Illus- The Parable Of The Rich Fool 
 

Jesus explained this very well in the parable of the rich fool… 
 
LK 12.16 

 “The ground of a certain rich man yielded an abundant harvest. 
17 

He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have 

no place to store my crops.’ 
18 

“Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and 

there I will store my surplus grain. 
19 

And I’ll say to myself, “You have plenty of grain laid up for many years. Take life 

easy; eat, drink and be merry.”’ 
 
20 

“But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you 

have prepared for yourself?’ 
21 

“This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for themselves but is not rich toward 

God.” 
 

The day of reckoning always comes… 
 

Illus- Three Things You Never Talk About In Polite Company 
 

This weekend was DST 

 If you are like me, you have to be reminded to spring forward- fall back 

 Someone should have told Benjamin Franklin- the creator of DST- to keep quiet 

 I happen to like just the way it was 
 

I remember many years ago I was on my way to church 

 And as I was driving in I saw all these cars in the parking lot 

 Now, I’m the preacher- and I’m thinking, “What’s with all these cars in the parking lot?” 

 “Did they start the service without me?” 
 

It so happened I was coming back from a restaurant with a biscuit and a cup of coffee  

 And I never did eat it 
 

I am sure if I asked you if you’ve ever done anything dumb, you would say “Sure” 

 Maybe you didn’t set your clocks for DST 

 Or you let the car run out of gas 
 

We can be incredibly astute when it comes to the things we want to do 

 But some mistakes are not so trivial 
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Illus- Average Person Spends On Prescription Drugs 
 

I was reading the other day that in the USA we spend $325 billion dollars worth of prescription drugs per year 

 55% of Americans regularly take four drugs on average 

 4.5 billion prescriptions are written in a year  

 And the most prescribed is Vicodin 
 

But the stakes go up if you are a senior 

 More than 1/3 of all prescriptions are taken by seniors 

 They also take about 7 different drugs on average 
 

Ques- Imagine what your life would be like without them? 

 Your body can be marvelously forgiving 

 But a mistake with your medications can cost you your life  
 

Illus- Examples of Regrettable Mistakes 
 

And there are others… 

 The car accident that cripples you for life 

 COPD from a 2 pack a day smoking habit 

 Lung cancer 

 Congestive heart disease 

 Cirrhosis of the liver 
 

These are regrettable 
 

2. But Some Mistakes That Are Regrettable Have Eternal Consequences 
 

Ques- And what about them? 

 What about issues that involve your faith? 

 What risks are you taking even now? 
 

Illus- Gehenna 
 

Jesus talked about Gehenna  more than any other person in the Bible 

 He called it outer darkness 

 Total separation from God 

 Where there is weeping, and gnashing of teeth 
 

He used the analogy of Gehenna- the place where trash was burned 

 But also the place where child sacrifices were conducted 

 It was a cursed place, and Jesus used it to describe what hell was like 
 

As Jesus says, 
JN 3.3 

 Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 
 

There Are Some Mistakes Only Christ Can Correct 

 No one has unlimited will power 

 No one has unlimited wisdom 

 No one can reconcile you to God- but Christ 
 

As Jesus says, 
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But unless you repent, you will perish. 
 

It doesn’t matter what you have, where you start- or your interests, likes, or abilities 

 And this was the issue the rich young ruler faced 

 He made the greatest mistake a man can make 

 But it need not be us- and it won’t be- if we are honest with ourselves about three things… 
 

I. WE MUST KNOW AND ACCEPT OURSELVES FOR WHAT AND WHO WE REALLY ARE (vs. 17) 
MK 10.17 

And when he was gone forth into the way, there came one running, and kneeled to him, and asked him, Good 

Master, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life?  
 

This man was a lot like this generation. He had all the things money could buy… 

 He had wealth 

 He had popularity 

 He had influence 
 

Illus- Forbes List 
 

I was looking at the Forbes list of wealthiest Americans 

 Jeff Bezos = 160 billion 

 Bill Gates = 97 billion 

 Warren Buffett = 88.3 billion 
 

This man was like that 

 Rich, a ruler- all the things money can buy 

 It makes you wonder why he came to Jesus at all 
 

Illus- What Would You Do For $10 Million Dollars? 
 

Ques- A poll was taken that asked Americans this question, What would you be willing to do for $10 Million 

Dollars? 

 10% would withhold testimony in a murder trial to let a killer go free 

 23% would become prostitutes for a week or more 

 25% would abandon their entire family 

 25% would abandon their church (actually I am surprised this number isn’t higher!) 
 

Jesus said, 

MK 8:36 What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, yet forfeit his soul? 
 

Ques- How well do you truly know yourself? 
 

Illus- Funerals 
 

I have found that when it comes to growing older- relevance and meaning of one’s life becomes important 

 It’s as if they want to be remembered in a positive way 

 And it seems to worry some 

 They want to be remembered kindly and fondly 
 

Ques- What will people say about you when you die? 

 Will people say nice things about me? 

 How will I be remembered?  
 

1. But God Sees You Differently- Far Differently Than The Worldly Ever Will 
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The scripture says, 
1 SAM 16.7 

 The LORD seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart. 
 

Illus- Billy Kilpatrick 
 

For those of you who remember Billy Kilpatrick, every Sunday he came to church well dressed 

 I used to ask him about it 

 He looked like a Pastor 

 Billy was a well dressed person 
 

There’s this story about an old couple in church… 
 

Illus- Church, Gossip 
 

Coming out of church one Sunday, Mrs. Smith said to her husband, "Do you think that Johnson girl is tinting 

her hair?" 
 

"I didn't even see her," admitted Mr. Smith. 
 

"And that dress Mrs. Davis was wearing," continued Mrs. Smith, "Really, don't tell me you think that's the 

proper outfit for a mother of two?" 
 

"I'm afraid I didn't notice that either," said Mr. Smith. 
 

"Oh, for heaven's sake," snapped Mrs. Smith. "A lot of good it does you to go to church." 
 

Ques- And what does God see when He sees you? 

 We can be sure that Jesus looked right through this man 

 He already knew all He needed to know, and it didn’t matter whatever else he had to say 

 But how do you see yourself? 
 

2. All Of Us Must Come To Knowing Moral and Spiritual Bankruptcy 
 

And this was the one thing this man could not do 

 Jesus looks right through you, and He sees the “real” you 

 Not the “you” that you appear to be 
 

It’s like the young man who comes to Jesus 

 He started off good- but ended up bad 

 He came offering respect- in a spirit of inquiry- to the right person at the right time 
 

BUT THAT’S WHERE HE STOPPED! 
 

He could not accept the fact that he was morally and spiritually bankrupt, and that was why he did not surrender 

to what the Lord had in mind for him 
 

II. BUT JESUS RESPONDS TO NEED- NOT WANT- AND HE WILL GIVE US ALL THAT WE 

NEED TO BE WHAT HE WANTS US TO BE (vs. 18-22) 
18 

And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is none good but one, that is, God. 
19 

Thou knowest the 

commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Defraud not, Honour thy 

father and mother. 
20 

And he answered and said unto him, Master, all these have I observed from my youth. 
21 

Then Jesus 

beholding him loved him, and said unto him, One thing thou lackest: go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to 

the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, take up the cross, and follow me. 
22 

And he was sad at that 

saying, and went away grieved: for he had great possessions. 
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One of the things left unsaid in the scriptures is how many saw Jesus, heard Jesus- yet went unsaved by Jesus 

 Not everyone was saved 

 Many were not 

 Only a few followed 

 And those are the ones you hear about 
 

But here we have a case about one who turned away 
 

1. Jesus Put His Finger On His Need- Not His Wants 
 

Ques- If Jesus put his finger on you, what would he say about you? 

 Jesus affirmed this man’s understanding 

 But when Jesus put his finger on his heart- he rejected the Lord like a hot potato 
 

All The Things You Do Right Come To Naught- If The Thing That You Do Wrong Spoils It All 
 

Jesus could have quoted to him the Roman Road 

 He could have left his wealth unmentioned 

 He could have healed him with a touch- or go to his home for dinner- like Zacchaeus 

 But he put his finger on the thing he loved most 
 
22 

And he went away sad: for he had great possessions. 
 

He could have had glory- and eternal life- and the presence of Christ 

 But he tried to buy the kingdom 

 Only to learn that his money wasn’t worth anything 

 The kingdom wasn’t for sale 
 

2. Jesus Will Give You What You Need- Not Necessarily What You Want- So That You Can Be The Best 

That You Can Be 
 

It is not your strength- it is your weakness- that is Christ’s strength working in you… 

 It is not your life- it is Christ’s life expressed through you 

 It is not your mission and vision- but Christ’s redemptive mission to the world around you 
 

Illus- Rich Young Ruler 
 

For many, great possessions would be a stumbling block  

 I look at the new cars in the parking lot- they are expensive 

 A new Denali/Escalade costs around $80,000 
 

Imagine having great wealth 

 You could have boats and cars 

 And the finest food- no more Taco Bell, Burger King, BoJangle’s 

 Designer clothes- I bought a sweatshirt that had this little logo on it ($50.00), but you can the same thing 

without a logo ($11.00) 

 And the largest house- maybe two 
 

Ques- But then what? 

 Would you give it all up, if Jesus asked you to? 
 

Ques- Some people do win the lottery- suppose you won- what would you do with the money? 
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III. NO PERSON IS SO DESPERATE AS THE ONE WHO THINKS HE NEED NOT CHANGE- AND 

NO PERSON IS SO FALLEN THAT GOD CAN’T PICK THEM UP AGAIN (vs. 23-27) 
23 

And Jesus looked round about, and saith unto his disciples, How hardly shall they that have riches enter into the 

kingdom of God! 
24 

And the disciples were astonished at his words. But Jesus answereth again, and saith unto them, 

Children, how hard is it for them that trust in riches to enter into the kingdom of God! 
25 

It is easier for a camel to go 

through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God. 
26 

And they were astonished out of 

measure, saying among themselves, Who then can be saved? 
27 

And Jesus looking upon them saith, With men it is 

impossible, but not with God: for with God all things are possible. 
 

If not for the grace of God no one would be saved 
 

As the scripture says, 
RO 6.23 

For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

1. Jesus Exacts A Public Confession From Everyone 
 

Illus- Billy Graham 
 

You might recall in Billy Graham Crusades how he would always say, Jesus calls all publicly… He requires a 

public confession 
 

And the good news he turns no one away 
 

For the rich young ruler- the challenge was his possessions 
 

Ques- What is it for you? 

 What’s it worth- hanging onto? 
 

Illus- Ash Wednesday 
 

Last Wednesday during Bible study we were talking about Ash Wednesday 

 We are now in the Lenten Season 

 And it is customary to pray more, mediate more, read scripture more 

 And some also give up things to prepare for Easter 
  

The most popular things to give up for Lent… 

 Chocolate (8,916) 

 Twitter (8,171) 

 Swearing (6,733) 

 Alcohol (5,820) 

 Soda (5,087) 
 

A friend told me she would stop drinking soda pop if I would stop drinking Mountain Dew 
 

Ques- Imagine you were this young man…. What would you do? 

 Would you turn away too? 

 What is salvation worth to you? 
 

The scripture says, 
2 COR 6.2  

“In the time of my favor I heard you, and in the day of salvation I helped you.” I tell you, now is the time of God’s 

favor, now is the day of salvation. 
 

Conclusion 

The greatest mistake anyone can make is to put a price on salvation 

 The currency in the kingdom is faith 
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 Not money 
 
JN 3.16 

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, 

but have everlasting life.  
 

That’s the answer to the greatest mistake in life- to come to Jesus while there is yet still time 
 

End of Sermon Prayer 
 

March 10, 2019 
Fort Barnwell Baptist Church 

Fort Barnwell, NC  28526 

  
Dr. W. Reese Blanchett 2019 
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But may not be published or sold. 
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