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HOLY BOLDNESS 

1 Samuel 17.45-47 
1 SAM 17.45 

David said to the Philistine, “You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I come against you in 

the name of the LORD Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 
46 

This day the LORD will 

deliver you into my hands, and I’ll strike you down and cut off your head. This very day I will give the carcasses of the 

Philistine army to the birds and the wild animals, and the whole world will know that there is a God in Israel. 
47 

All those 

gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear that the LORD saves; for the battle is the LORD’s, and he will give 

all of you into our hands. 
 

Intro 

When it comes to success in life 

 High achievement 

 And even happiness 
 

Life favors the bold 

 It takes a certain amount of boldness to accomplish anything  

 It takes boldness to step out in faith 

 It takes boldness to walk the aisle and be baptized 

 It takes boldness to share your testimony 
 

1. And You Know Who The Bold Are- For They Step Out In Faith- And Trust In The Promises Of God 
 

Illus- Bold People 
 

Watching the news, there isn’t a day that goes by when we need to pray and trust in the promises of God 
 

I think of the Coronavirus, and its spread across the world 

 We can thank God for the bold men and women who are serving on the front lines of medicine 
 

I also think of the Servicemen & Women 

 We can thank God for their boldness in serving us in keeping our freedom 
 

And I also think of the Christians around the world 

 We can thank God for their boldness too 

 To share the gospel to faraway places to spread the kingdom 
 

You might think of others… 

 The First Pilgrims, willing to risk coming to the new world for religious freedom 

 The Founding Fathers- willing to risk their lives to create a new country 

 The First Christians- and their boldness in advancing the kingdom, despite heavy odds they might either 

fail or be persecuted 

 And David- in this story 
 

Their boldness rests on God’s promises 

 They acted in faith 

 And God followed through 
 

But what’s true for them, is supposed to be true for me and you too 

 You might have some major challenges 

 But because of your belief in the promises of God- he is seeing you through 
 

It is like we say, 
PHIL 4.13 

I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me. 
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But what you might not have considered is that God also expects boldness from you 

 You gotta be bold 

 If the kingdom is to grow through you 
 

We want to be bold- not just because of what it accomplishes- but for what it says about us 

it says we have faith 

 It says we have purpose 

 And it says we have the will- and a lot of it 
 

2. The Bold Are That Way Because They View Life Differently- For Every Problem, They See Opportunity 
 

Consider David, 

 No one would have chosen him to lead a nation 

 But God did 

 He was too young 

 He was too inexperienced 

 He was not in the Army 
 

Ques- So why would God choose him? 
 

Acts 13:22 says, 
ACTS 13.22

 I have found David son of Jesse a man after my own heart; he will do everything I want him to do. 
 

Illus- “Gettin’ Old Ain’t Easy” 
 

I know every day my faith is tested- and I am sure yours is too 

 I think about all the prayer needs of the church 

 And I think of our friends and family- what they need 

 And I think of our abilities to serve the church faithfully 
 

And I think of all the health concerns many of our people have 

 Bad backs 

 Cancer 

 Heart conditions 

 Problems walking 
 

They say, Getting Old Ain’t Easy- and I agree 

 All these things are concerning- and they test the limits of our faith 

 But in spite of them we can- indeed must- be bold 
 

But there is another kind of boldness that we see here in this passage  

 And it’s the kind we see in the life of David 
 

3. David Had Holy Boldness- He Stepped Out In Faith Against All Odds- And Proved That God Was 

Faithful To His Promises 
 

No matter what you are going through, your circumstances are no different than any great saint gone before you 

 You might not be fighting a real giant like Goliath 

 But you have big problems 

 And because you do, you have big opportunities too 

 And God expects you to deal with them- boldly too 
 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ac+13:22
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Ques- It is only a question of… How do you? 
 

David was not the apple of God’s eye without reason 

 And what he seeks from you is to act with holy boldness 

 To serve as a testimony that others can point to 

 So they can learn to trust God with the conditions of their life too 
 

I. SO DO LIKE DAVID DID- AND DISREGARD THE CRITICS- BUT DON’T DISREGARD YOUR 

CAUSES (vs. 28) 
1 SAM 17.28 

When Eliab, David’s oldest brother, heard him speaking with the men, he burned with anger at him and asked, 

“Why have you come down here? And with whom did you leave those few sheep in the desert? I know how conceited you 

are and how wicked your heart is; you came down only to watch the battle.” 
 

Ques- Sibling Rivalry  
 

I remember growing up, how my sister and I would always try to outdo each other 

 I was the oldest 

 So I always demanded that she show me respect 

 But of course, this was not what my sister wanted to do 
 

Most children who are first born have this problem 

 They are known as The Responsible Ones 
 

But if there are other kids- they want respect too 

 And so it’s like playing king of the hill 

 A perpetual battle as to who gets to be the king 
 

And each child is different 

 The oldest child is usually the super responsible one 

 The youngest is usually The Clown- The Playful Ones 
 

But then there are those in the middle- they tend to be known as The Lost Ones 

 They are not first 

 They are not last 

 They are stuck- in the middle 
 

Ques- Which were you? 

 Were you a first child? 

 A last child? 

 Or a middle child? 
 

Ques- Consider Eliab- David’s older brother… He discovered his younger brother at the scene of the battle, and 

what does he do? 

 Doesn’t he start calling him names? 

 You are conceited 

 You are wicked 

 You are irresponsible 
 

Ques- Doesn’t it sound like sibling rivalry? 

 And what does David do? 

 He tells the king he will fight the battle 

 Do you think he was trying to irritate his brother? 
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He wasn’t bold because of his brother 

 He was bold because no one stood up for God 

 And do what no one else was willing to do 
 
1 SAM 17.26 

 Who is this Philistine that he should defy the armies of the living God? 
 

1. David Knew That His Brother Was Jealous- And That The Soldiers Were Afraid- But His Sights Were Set 

On Glorifying God- To Get In On, Rather Than Get Out Of, What God Wanted Done 
 

Ques- And isn’t this the reason why he was a success? 

 And it’s the same for you 

 You cannot take counsel of your fears 

 Just step out in faith toward him- and he will embolden you 
 

The difference between you and your critics is they don’t have your vision 

 And they will quit on you 

 You cannot let them divert you from what God expects from you 
 

Illus- Bullying 
 

I heard of a story about a nine year old boy playing with his friends in the snow 

 They were building a whole bunch of little snowmen 

 Just to see how many they could make 
 

But a driver came by- and being the jerk that he was- drover over the curb and destroyed them 

 Laughing all the time 

 But that didn’t stop them, they just built some more 
 

Ques- But the driver came by several minutes later- and what did he do? 

 He destroyed all them too and left laughing again 
 

But the boys got an idea 

 When he left, they quickly built a snowman over/around a fire hydrant 

 And surrounded it with a bunch of little snowmen 
 

And as you might guess, the crazy driver came back 

 And crashed his car into the fire hydrant 
 

2. Critics Accentuate The Negative- But The Bold Accentuate The Positive- And Follow Through With What 

God Wants Them To Do 
 

Believing the worst about people is usually a smoke screen for people who don’t do anything with their own 

lives 

 Don’t let them pull you down 

 Not when God wants to move you on up 
 

The “quality” of your life is what matters- not just the “quantity” 

 If God has saved you, he has a job for you to do 

 And it’s going to take holy boldness too 
 

II. SO WHATEVER IT IS THAT GOD CALLS YOU TO- TRUST THAT HE WILL ALSO SEE YOU 

THROUGH (vs. 37) 
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1 SAM 17.37 

The LORD who delivered me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will deliver me from the hand of 

this Philistine.” 
 

Note David’s frame of mind 

 He had the confidence borne from past experience 

 He had fought the bears & lions 

 And every time he came out the other end successful 
 

He knew his goal- it wasn’t to go around complaining about his problems- but to go through them- with holy 

boldness 

 And give God the glory 
 

Illus- Testimony 
 

In the Christian life, there really isn’t room for the armchair quarterback… 
 

I remember many times with my father watching the Miami Dolphins play 

 We used to have season tickets 

 And we would go to the game and say, Why did Bob Griese do that? 

 Paul Warfield should have caught that ball! 

 Nick Buonticonti missed the tackle that lost the game! 
 

But Armchair quarterbacks aren’t playing the game 

 It looks a whole lot different when you are on the field 

 With 60,000 people watching every move you make  
 

If you want holy boldness, you gotta know what your position in the game is 

 And start playing it- not faking it 

 You gotta get in it- to win it 
 

1. Life Demands That You Get In The Game Regardless- But Boldness Ensures That You Play It Well 
 

Illus- The Israelites Were Chicken! 
 

Ques- Suppose David said, “Goliath is too big for me, I won’t even try?” 

 Isn’t that what the entire Israelite army did? 

 For 40 days in a row? 
 

God sent David to the Israelites- because they didn’t have any backbone! 

 They were cowards 
 

Ques- Why do you think God used David? 

 David lived what he believed 

 He put his money where his mouth was 
 

Any one of the Israelites could have done what David did 

 But not one of them did 

 Not David’s brothers 

 Not one soldier 

 Not even the king 
 

And in your life- you will have battles like that also 

 No one will stand up for you 
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 No one will take your place  

 No one to fight your battles 
 

But God will be there- and so you should say… 
PHIL 4.13 

I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me. 
 

III. ENTER INTO BATTLE- AND LEAVE THE RESULTS UP TO GOD (vs. 45) 
1 SAM 17.45 

David said to the Philistine, “You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I come against you in 

the name of the LORD Almighty… 
 

Ques- The question is whether we will rise or fall to the occasion? 

 It is a faith test 

 Do you have inner resolve? 

 Do you have holy boldness? 

 Will you get in on, rather than out of- what God is willing to do through you- or not? 
 

Ques- It causes us to ask the question, How much do I really love God? 
 

1. For God Has Already Established The Terms Of Battle 
 

Ques- Can you see how God used David? 

 He was establishing David as the next great leader of the entire nation 
 

And David rose to the occasion 

 He stepped up- not stepped down 

 He never said “I quit” 

 He got in the game 

 He never saw himself as the coach- he saw himself as the player  

 And he rightfully gave God the glory 
 

Conclusion 

If you notice in life- it is the bold ones who are most favored 

 Boldness is rewarded 

 And those who do nothing- get nothing- too 
 

It is a test of faith to step out in holy boldness 

 For the Philistines will always be there to criticize you 

 So let’s be sure we are bold 

 And in the process- give God the glory- and when you do he will glorify you too! 
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