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POWER MADE PERFECT 

2 Corinthians 12.7-10 
2CO 12:7 To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great revelations, there was given me a 

thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. 2CO 12:8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away 

from me.  2CO 12:9 But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." 

Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me. 2CO 12:10 That is 

why, for Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am 

weak, then I am strong. 
 

Intro  

In this confession of Paul’s we can also hear ourselves- if we are honest 

 Paul was much like us 

 He suffered from conceit 

 He had moments of exaltation 

 Moments of depression 

 And he even had times when Satan oppressed him 
 

It just goes to show how his life is much like our own life 

 And just like God knew what was on Paul’s mind and heart 

 He knows you too 
 

Illus- Troubles 
 

Ques- These troubles we are seeing in the world, do you think God knows about them? 
 

That’s why we have Paul’s confession 

 It teaches us about grace, that it’s sufficient 

 But also about power 

 What it is, what it isn’t, and how to get it 
 

As God tells Paul, 
2CO 12:9 "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." 
 

There is a direct connection between grace and power 

 They go together 

 If you have God’s grace, you are an overcomer 

 And only his power can sustain you all the way 
 

But there is more to it than that 

 Like Paul, you have a job to do 

 And you need power to do it 

 For no one can live the Christian life without it 
 

And that’s what Paul was talking about 

 Not just salvation 
 

Ques- Are you saved today? 

 That’s the first step in the Christian life 

 But what usually happens next? 

 Isn’t your faith tested in some way? 
 

Ques- Do you think Satan notices you? 
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 He knows what you are doing- and he wants to discredit you 

 Paul had thorns 

 Maybe you do too? 
 

But Paul also tells us that God knew what he was doing  

 Three times he prayed 

 And he finally got an answer 

 But not the answer he wanted 
 

Ques- Have you ever prayed that way? 

 No answer, no answer, no answer 

 And then you get an answer, but not what you want? 
 

And God knows about you too 

 You can’t surprise God 

 All the ups 

 All the downs- and in-betweens 
 

And there will be times- after salvation- when the tests become frustrating 
 

Ques- I can sympathize with Paul, can’t you? 

 It’s tempting to take yourself out of the game 

 And sit on the sidelines 
 

All the more frustrating when you’ve had great revelations 

 The temptation is to be So Heavenly Minded As To Be No Earthly Good 

 But as Paul says, God disagreed 

 He wanted him to stay in the game 
 

Illus- The Man Born Blind 
 

In the story about the man born blind, Jesus answered a question similar to this 

 They had come across a blind man 

 And the prevailing opinion was that for him to be born that way- must mean his parents sinned- not him 

 After all, he didn’t do anything to cause it 

 And somebody has to be blamed for it (so they thought) 
 

But that’s not what Jesus said, 
JN 9.3 

“Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the works of God might be displayed 

in him. 
 

The man wasn’t a sinner at all 

 The apostles misread the situation 

 God was about to do the miraculous 

 And they just couldn’t see it 
 

And that’s what Paul came to realize 

 He wanted power 

 God said you need grace 

 Paul wanted to rest in his revelations 

 God said you have the power already, so stop complaining and get to work 
 

Paul misread the situation 
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 God was about to do the miraculous 

 And he just couldn’t see it 
 

1. And That Is True With All Challenges In The Christian Life- They Are Both Privileges & Opportunities- 

It Is The Way In Which Power Can Be Made Perfect Through You  
 

But it is up to you to discover that silver lining… 

 The Bible says, To find true life, you must be willing to lose it- redefine it- in Christ (Mt 10.39) 

 The scripture says, You receive by giving (Lk 6.38) 

 And you are exalted by being humble (Mt 23.12) 

 And you become great by becoming small (Mt 18.4) 

 And you can rule if you are willing to serve (Mk 10.42-45) 

 And you are saved only when you surrender (Gal 2.20) 
 

2. You Are A Work In Progress, And That Means You Need God’s Grace To Fulfill Your Calling 
 

Illus- Job’s Time of Testing 
 

The best example of this is in the Old Testament book of Job 
 

Ques- Maybe you remember all the pain and suffering he received? 

 And how he persevered in spite of it? 
 
JOB 2.21 

The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away; may the name of the LORD be praised.” 
22 

In all this, Job did not sin 

by charging God with wrongdoing. 
 

Job was praised for his righteousness 

 Even though God allowed him to suffer 

 And when his time of testing was over- God lifted him back up  
 

Ques- Maybe you feel like a modern day Job? 

 Or maybe you are like Paul, and you need power? 
 

3. Power Is Available But It Is Not Automatic- Grace Comes First, And If You Need Power God Gives It Too 
 

Illus- FP&L 
 

A friend of mine worked many years for the utility company 

 And during hurricane season he would get very busy 

 Handling complaints 

 No one wants their power to go out 
 

I think of Texas today- some still have no power 

 And others, have been without water for days 

 They are boiling water 
 

It is a great convenience to have power 

 You flip a switch and lights go on 
 

In a similar way, Christ turns on the switch and the light comes on 

 Grace for salvation 

 But also power 

 And for a purpose too 
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As the scripture says, 
EPH 2.8 

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 
9 
not by 

works, so that no one can boast. 
10 

For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 

prepared in advance for us to do. 
 

Ques- Have you received God’s grace? 

 And what about power to do what he has prepared in advance for you to do? 

 If you need it, God gives it 

 But if you need more, that’s a good thing too 
 

I. TO HAVE THAT KIND OF POWER- YOU MUST BE A PRAYER WARRIOR- AND KEEP IT 

GOING ALL THE TIME (vs. 7-8) 
2CO 12:7 To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great revelations, there was given me a 

thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. 2CO 12:8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away 

from me.   
 

Ques- What would you say is the most prevailing and devastating sin of all? 

 We say its pride 

 Can Christians suffer with pride? 
 

1. The Reason Christians Suffer From Pride Is Because Of Their Prayer Life- There Is A Direct Relationship 

Between The Quality Of One’s Prayer Life And The Power Of One’s Spiritual Life 
 

Ques- Have you heard someone say, “They are getting too big for their britches”? 

 Pride must be removed for power to flow through you 
 

As Jesus says, 
JN 15.5 

“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you 

can do nothing. 
 

Ques- Do you notice that Jesus says, “If you remain in me…” 

 Jesus remained in the Father, and that was why he had great power 

 And he would pray for hours 
 

Ques- How many hours a day do you pray? 

 When the apostles were asked, Jesus gave them the Lord’s Prayer 

 And we repeat it on Sunday so as to teach to those who don’t know it 

 But your prayer life should not be limited to that alone 
 

Jesus prayed for hours 

 Jesus taught his disciples to pray constantly and not give up 
 

2. For He Knew That When Prayers Go Up- Power Goes Up- And Pride Goes Down 
 

Ques- Is your prayer life on track? 

 There is a direct relationship between the quality of one’s prayer life and the power of one’s spiritual life 
 

Illus- Trains 
 

There are railroad tracks in our neighborhood (Contentnea), and if you’ve been there lately you noticed they are 

about to replace the older railroad ties 

 Lots of railroad ties 

 Stacked everywhere 
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Those ties are nine feet long, and weigh 200 pounds a piece 

 Typically they last 10-20 years 

 But they do need to be replaced  
 

It is a rare thing, but trains do jump off their tracks 
 

Drifting off track- in prayer- gets noticed 

 God notices 

 Satan too 

 He is always seeking to disempower you 
 

II. BUT SATAN CANNOT TOUCH YOU IF GOD EMPOWERS YOU- POWER IS MADE PERFECT 

IN WEAKNESS- NOT STRENGTH (vs. 9) 
2CO 12:9 But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore I will 

boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me.  
 

Here we see an interesting turn of phrase. “…power is made perfect in weakness.” 
 

Paul was a lot like some of us… 

 He didn’t understand the reasoning behind “emptying one’s self” 

 Or that meekness doesn’t mean weakness 
 

Illus- ROAD Program 
 

There was a turn of phrase we used to use among us junior officers in the Navy 

 It was usually made of Navy Chiefs 

 But not always 
 

Now, to be a senior enlisted like a Navy Chief means you’ve been around a long time 

 So when a man gets that far- if he ever does- it is because he put the work in 

 But there are times when a man gets advanced that is not qualified 
 

And when they came closer to retirement, the lazy ones would stop working 

 They just sat around, drinking coffee, unless a senior officer happened to pass by 

 We used to say about these lazy men, “He is on the ROAD Program” 

 That is, he is retired, on active duty 
 

And they were usually proud men 

 And few could tolerate them 
 

But Paul was not on the ROAD Program 

 He wasn’t lazy 

 He was proud 

 And he just needed to be brought down a notch 
 

As Jesus says about him, 
ACTS 9.15 

 This man is my chosen instrument to proclaim my name to the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of 

Israel. 
16 

I will show him how much he must suffer for my name. 

 

1. Paul’s Prayer Was Answered- But Not In The Way He Wanted- He Learned That He Must Decrease So 

Christ May Increase 
 

Humility made him fit for service 
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Illus- Johnny 
 

It was sad news to hear a brother of a member recently died from the coronavirus 

 She told me he had a visitor one day who had it 

 That’s how he got it 

 The children were together with him at the hospital 
 

And we have seen this happen to our own in this church 

 It’s not what we want 

 But God does not always answer our prayers the way we want 
 

Ques- What do you do when God does not give you what you want? 

 If God chooses differently how do you respond? 

 Could it be he has something better to offer? 
 

2. God Perfects You By Breaking You- Then Putting You Back Together Again- The Way He Wants 
 

The Bible says, 
ISA 64.8 

 We are the clay, you are the potter; we are all the work of your hand. 
 

Ques- Are you the work of his hands? 

 Some are like rock 

 Others are like clay 

 But the verse says it is the clay that’s the work of his hands 
 

III. TO BE MADE FIT FOR GOD’S SERVICE MEANS HIM MOLDING YOU- NOT THE OTHER 

WAY AROUND (vs. 10) 
2CO 12:10 That is why, for Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. 

For when I am weak, then I am strong. 
 

Living the Christian walk is easy when no one rocks the boat 
 

Ques- But what do you do when it looks like your boat is sinking? 
 

1. Paul Had To Learn The Difference Between His Strength And Christ’s Strength- And To Take Delight In 

Weaknesses- So The Power Can Flow Through 
 

That’s how God blesses you… 

 John the Baptist learned it 

 Paul learned it 

 The Apostles learned it 

 And so can you 
 

The grace of God often moves where we are least likely to 
 

Conclusion 

No matter who you are- or where you are in your walk with Christ- you need power 

 Life can be confusing 

 Like a corn maze and you can’t get out 
 

But what you can’t do- God can easily do 

 And that is why you need power 

 Power is not made perfect thru your strength- but your weakness 

 It’s the way in which Christ is glorified thru you 
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