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BARREN OR BLESSED? 

Luke 13.6-9 

(The Parable Of The Fruitless Fig Tree) 
LK 13:6 Then he told this parable: "A man had a fig tree, planted in his vineyard, and he went to look for fruit on it, but 

did not find any. LK 13:7 So he said to the man who took care of the vineyard, `For three years now I've been coming to 

look for fruit on this fig tree and haven't found any. Cut it down! Why should it use up the soil?' LK 13:8 " `Sir,' the man 

replied, `leave it alone for one more year, and I'll dig around it and fertilize it. LK 13:9 If it bears fruit next year, fine! If 

not, then cut it down.' " 
 

Intro 

What everyone wants- if not craves- is a blessing 

 And given a choice, we will always choose it over others 

 And it can take many shapes and sizes 

 For some, it is more money 

 For others, peace and security 

 And still others, it might be more friends or a happier disposition 
 

We all want it- but the problem is not all get it- or know how 
 

God has designed life in such a way that no one need be denied 

 Even if we find ourselves in the opposite stream of life 

 God can always turn things around 
 

As Jesus says, 
MT 13.12 

Whoever has will be given more, and they will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what they have 

will be taken from them.  
 

That is the secret in a sentence- to get in on what God is doing all of the time 
 

Illus- “We Bring Good Things To Life” 
 

You might remember the old GE commercial that said, “We bring good things to life” 

 If you think back to many of your old friends, they reason they were your fried was because they 

brought good things to your life 

 If they did not- they weren’t your friend for long 
 

I remember in elementary school, hanging out with the athletes 

 Baseball was a big interest for us kids 

 Miami had a large Little League system 

 And we knew each other well 
 

Ques- So who do you think we hung out with in elementary school? 

 And Junior High School? 

 And High School? 

 And College? 
 

We knew each other that well 

 And that attitude did not change for a long time 

 Until college days 
 

I can remember like it was yesterday… 

 I was sitting in the college library, looking at all these college textbooks I bought 
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 And I was thinking, This is expensive! 

 And at the moment something clicked 

 Thinking like a good student become very relevant 
 

Ques- Maybe that’s happened to you? 

 That’s an important crossroads- life is teaching you to grow up 

 And that life isn’t so easy 

 Nor does it promise you anything 
 

Just go to any busy city street, 

 And there you will find beggars on the street corner looking for a handout 
 

Sitting in the library was a lesson 

 Sitting in chemistry class amazed  

 Some of them so smart  
 

Interesting how a little attitude shift changes everything 
 

Ques- And how about you? 
 

1. God Has Designed Life In Such A Way That There Is A Right Way- And A Wrong Way- To Get In On 

What Is Best For You 
 

Ques- Could it be that’s why some succeed and some not? 

 And isn’t that what Jesus is pointing out? 
 

From the text, it doesn’t appear as if the farmer was good at what he did 

 He planted, but did not harvest 

 Worse, when his master came for fruit- he did not know what to say 

 All he could say is “…Let me dig a little…Let me fertilize…Give me more time…” 
 

Ques- Doesn’t sound like he was very good at his job, does it? 

 There is a right way- and a wrong way- to go about farming 

 You either get it right, or you starve 

 And it’s no different in spiritual life 
 

2. God Creates Your Opportunities- But It Is Up To You To Be A Good Farmer- To Receive A Harvest 
 

You might remember this principle, Success Requires No Explanations; Failures Permits No Alibis 

 It might not seem like it 

 But God is equal with all 
 

As Jesus says, 
MT 5.45 

God causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 
 

Illus- The Apprentice 
 

You might remember when Donald Trump- before he was president- hosted a show called The Apprentice 

 The show was a reality TV program 

 And each of the contestants got a shot at working with Donald Trump 

 Some got fired, with Donald trump eliminating contenders with the words “You’re fired!” 
 

Ques- Maybe that has happened to you at one time or another? 

 You don’t want to be in that position 
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 But there are times when success requires it of you- and that’s a secret many miss too 
 

Sometimes the key to your success is taking one step back before you do anything else 

 For spiritual life can be like that 

 You cannot plan what opportunities God gives you 

 All you can do is choose wisely from the opportunities before you 
 

And that’s what you want to do 

 If you are barren financially- we want to reverse it 

 If you are barren emotionally- we want to do something about it 

 If you are barren spiritually- God is here 
 

These are nothing more than symptoms of what’s inside you 

 But you can change who you are 

 And you can change what you are 

 By changing what goes on inside your mind (Zig Ziglar) 
 

And that’s why we have The Parable Of The Fig Tree 

 It is sweet in its simplicity- yet powerful in its practicality 

 And it will teach you three things you must know if you want to be blessed 
 

I. YOU MUST RECOGNIZE THE VALUE OF TIME (vs. 6-7) 
LK 13:6 Then he told this parable: "A man had a fig tree, planted in his vineyard, and he went to look for fruit on it, but 

did not find any. LK 13:7 So he said to the man who took care of the vineyard, `For three years now I've been coming to 

look for fruit on this fig tree and haven't found any. Cut it down! Why should it use up the soil?'  
 

Illus- Time 
 

In any given day, you can do many things 

 You know you will eat breakfast, lunch, and dinner 

 You also know you will take a shower- maybe two 

 You know you will sleep several hours 

 Watch the news 

 Take care of children or grand-children 

 Doing your prayers & meditation- daily devotionals 

 And you know you will spend some time brushing your teeth, combing your hair, cooking, changing 

clothes, cleaning, maybe shopping, or the post office and bank 
 

Ques- But after that, what will you do? 
 

According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, American spend most of their time in three ways 

 Sleeping 

 Working 

 Watching TV 
 

Americans watch more TV than any other country in the world 
 

Ques- Would you say that is a good investment of your time? 
 

1. The Scriptures Declare That Time Is Short- And We Ought Not Waste It 
 

As the Bible says, 
EPH 5.15 

Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, 
16 

redeeming the time, because the days are evil. 
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In other words, time is a stewardship responsibility 

 And Jesus makes this point 

 There is a cost incurred for wasting time 

 As he says, the owner became frustrated with the fig tree because for 3 years it didn’t produce 
 

Ques- Naturally, the logical response is, Why use up the soil on a non-productive tree?  
 

2. You Can Do Anything In Life You Want- But You Cannot Do Everything In Life You Want- It Is Up To 

You To Choose Wisely 
 

Note what the owner said about the fig tree,  
LK 13:7 Cut it down! Why should it use up the soil?' 
 

Jesus is saying the purpose of the tree is to produce 

 And it’s the same in spiritual life too 
 

Jesus explains this in the parable that follows- the four soils 

 We are not fruit inspectors as some say 

 We are fruit producers, as Jesus says 

 And he points this out in verse 23 
 
MT 13.23 

But the seed falling on good soil refers to someone who hears the word and understands it. This is the one who 

produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. 
 

When it comes to barrenness or blessedness- time matters 

II. YOU MUST RECOGNIZE THE VALUE OF GOOD ADVICE (vs. 8) 
LK 13:8 " `Sir,' the man replied, `leave it alone for one more year, and I'll dig around it and fertilize it.  
 

Ques- If someone asked you if you are a stubborn person, what would you say? 

 Do you have to be told to pull over at the next gas station to get directions? 

 Do you put the pedal to the metal- outside of speed traps? 

 Were you always reminded as a child to sit down and pay attention? 
 

Some people only learn one way- the hard way 

 And it takes them a long time to learn… 
 

Illus- Egg Cartons 
 

There once was a preacher who found a shoe box in his closet. When he opened it he found some strange 

contents:  

 Inside was an egg carton with 5 eggs inside 

 Next to the eggs was a stack of bills that totaled over $10,000 

 

As soon as his wife walked thru the door he stopped her to ask if she knew anything about this odd 

combination.  
 

And she said, “Yes…after we got married I decided that after every sermon you preached if it was a bad one I 

would put an egg in this shoebox.” 
 

The preacher thought with pride about all the years they had been married and that only 5 eggs were in the 

shoebox. 
 

But then he asked her, “What about the 10,000 dollars?’ And she said, “Oh, well…every time I got a dozen 
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eggs I sold them.” 
 

1. No One Has To Do What Jesus Says To Do- But You Don’t Have To Be Blessed Either 
 

The Bible says, 
PROV 9.10 

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: and the knowledge of the holy is understanding. 
 

If you just want to get by in life, you don’t have to listen to anyone 

 Just do what you want 

 Go where you want 

 Believe what you want 

 And take the consequences 
 

But if it’s Jesus you want- you can’t do that 

 You do what he wants 

 You go where he says 

 You change your thinking to match his  
 

2. Jesus Always Gives Good Advice- He Challenges Us To Step Out In Faith- To Get Our Feet Moving- So 

That Our Mind Will Follow  
 

Illus- Albert Einstein 
 

Albert Einstein once said, 

We cannot solve our problems with the same thinking we used when we created them. 
 

Jesus can- and will- bless you 

 But not without some effort from you 

 As the farmer realized, he need to put some elbow grease into the job 

 He knew what he needed to do, but he hadn’t done it 
 

Illus-  Nike: Just Do It 
 

We Christians are like the Nike commercial which says, Just do it 
 

So we don’t have to think about agreeing, disagreeing, thinking, hoping, planning, and considering 
 

Those days are over 

 We have more education and opportunity the apostles ever had 

 We have more conveniences 

 We have more religious instruction 
 

But having those things doesn’t mean God will bless you at all 

 We must do what he says to do 

 He gives us opportunity- but you must wisely choose 
 

III. WE MUST RECOGNIZE THE VALUE OF SERVICE (vs. 9) 
LK 13:9 If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.' " 
 

Ques- Have you ever stopped to think how gracious God really is? 

 For years this tree had done nothing 

 Just take up space- not really about anything 

 The tree missed the entire point of its life 
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Yet God still says, “…all right, I’ll give you a little more time…” 
 

1. For Every Christian- There Is A Purpose To Your Life- In All The Stages Of Your Life 
 

So many die with the music still in them 

 And it is because they are not listening to what God is telling them 
 

Illus- Who Will You Listen To? 
 

Too many times we hear some say how something can’t be done 

 But God is not in the “…it can’t be done…” business 

 What he needs to see from us is “…how it can be done…” 

 Not to “…get out of…” what God is doing, but to “…get in on…” what he is doing 
 

Never listen to anybody who says something “..can’t be done…” 

 Run as fast as you can 

 They are not helping- they are hurting- God wins at everything- God always succeeds 

 He is never short on money 

 He is never short on blessings 

 He is never short on opportunity 
 

Rather, it is the other way around- we are barren when it is God who wants to bless us! 
 

Conclusion 

It is interesting to note that the parable is unfinished 

 We don’t know from the text what happened after that one more year  
 

Ques- It leaves us with the question, Did the tree ever become fruitful?  

 What do you think the ending should be? 
 

Ques- Now, take your own life- if your life finished that parable- how would it end? 

 Maybe Jesus left it that way on purpose, for us to think about it? 

 

As Jesus says, 
LK 13:9 If it bears fruit next year, fine! But if not, then cut it down.' " 
 

Ques- But who is so unwise as to run that risk? 

 Let’s say we start producing- and create an ending that is a blessing 

 By getting in- rather than out of- what he has called us to! 
 

End of Sermon Prayer 
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