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WHAT DO YOU TRULY DESIRE? 

1 John 2.15-17 
1 JN 2.15 Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, love for the Father is not in them. 16 For 

everything in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—comes not from the Father but 

from the world. 17 The world and its desires pass away, but whoever does the will of God lives forever. 
 

Intro 

In our day- we have to agree- we are a privileged people 

• With all of the distractions that make for a contemporary life- we Christians do one thing that sets us 

apart 

• That is best  

• And that one thing is… we love God 

 

That’s what makes us disciples- by the way- and that is what also makes us different than most of the world 

around us 

 

Illus- Christians in the World 

 

I was reading an article by National Public Radio about the rapid growth of the world’s population 

• Today there are almost 7 billion people on the earth 

• That’s a lot of people 

 

But of all the people, only a minority are Christian 

• The rough figure is 31% 

• Or nearly a third 

 

More than 2 billion of the earth’s population is Christian, which means there are a lot of us out there 

• And that is a good thing 

 

Ques- The more the merrier- wouldn’t you say? 

• For if there is one thing we need more of, it is more Christ in the world and less of the world in the 

Christian 

• It speaks to that which we truly desire 

• And what the world needs to see as well 

 

Illus- Winter Olympics 

 

Recently I have been watching the Winter Olympics in South Korea 

• For me, I like the Summer Olympics more 

• But they don’t start until 2020 in Tokyo 

 

But watching the Winter Games is good too- it may be your favorite part of the Olympics 

• Bobsledding 

• Ski jumping 

• Slalom skiing 

• Curling  

• Hockey  
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The medals count keeps advancing… 

• So far, the Norwegians are ahead with 38 

• Germany = 28 

• Canada = 29 

• USA = 23 

 

We don’t usually rank as high in the Winter Games- but just wait for the Summer Olympics 

 

The USA is far and away the star performer in the summer games 

• We have 3 times the number of medals than our closest competitor- Russia 

• That too speaks to that which we truly desire 

 

When we put our minds to something, Americans can produce. We have the best of many things… 

• Athletes 

• Businessmen 

• Military power 

• Colleges and Universities 

 

We are the envy of the world in many areas 

• Americans are competitors 

• And we win- a lot 

• And when we put our minds to something- when we commit- we can do great things 

 

No less true is how we feel about religion 

• Religious freedom is why many people come to America- and want to stay in America 

• It speaks well of us 

 

But those who come also bring issues with them 

• We hear talk of DACA, and anchor babies, and asylum seekers- immigration policy is serious business 

• It is not just a matter of the law 

• It is also a religious issue 

 

1. Religion Is Under Siege Due To Changing Trends- And It’s Not Just Because Of Immigration- What Used 

To Identify Us Is Rapidly Becoming That Which Divides Us 

 

Illus- Billy Graham 

 

Here is just one example… 

 

As you know Billy Graham died this week at 99 

• The President- and the NC Governor Roy Cooper- authorized all flag at half-staff in his honor 

• Quite an honor for a religious person 

 

Ques- But I wonder how many people- these days- know of him, his career, and his impact on American culture 

and values? 

• I wonder how many know more about the person other than just his name? 
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• How many knew he was ordained a Southern Baptist? 

 

In the Wednesday Bible Study-Prayer Group there was some talk of FBBC actually going to a crusade back in 

the ‘70’s 

• They went to Raleigh to see him, way back in 1973 

 

In those days- back in the ‘50’s and ‘60’s and even the ‘70’s- he was a popular public figure 

• He was much loved and admired 

 

Nowadays, the traveling itinerant preacher is not so well received- just look at how well revivals are received- 

today… 

• The cell groups starting in homes 

• The contemporary music business and its impact on the local church 

• The casual- and less formal- means of doing church 

• The shift from clarity to obfuscation in church names  

 

All these reflect the changing trends we are seeing 

 

Illus- Southern Baptist 

 

One example is FBBC… 

• If you look at the incorporation papers for Fort Barnwell, you would see in its name Fort Barnwell 

Missionary Baptist Church 

• Even on our marquis, you still see in big bold letters- Baptist Church- and in smaller letters Fort 

Barnwell 

 

In newer churches you don’t see this. You might not see any theological identification at all… 

• New Life 

• Tanglewood 

• Latitude 

 

It’s no accident that churches are taking any identification with their denominations out of their names 

 

I have this friend, while we were at SEBTS he wanted to start a church 

• And so he started a new church and he called it Richland Creek Community Church 

• It is a Southern Baptist Church 

 

But his justification for omitting the Baptist in it was to appear inclusive as possible 

• He didn’t want to advertise his denomination 

• So he purposefully didn’t put the name Baptist on the marquis 

• He was concerned that his visitors might go visit elsewhere 

 

When you see these things happen, then you know times are changing  

 

2. But No Matter How The World Changes- The Good News For Us Is That God Never Does 

 

To cast ourselves into the mold of worldly endeavors is a dead end- that’s all John is saying here 
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In loving the world, he means to say that if worldliness is driving you 

• If you have been diverted from loving God 

• If you are disempowered from serving your neighbor 

• Then your religious life is under siege- and it hasn’t done much for you 

 

Ques- And so once again we come back to desire- what is it we truly desire? 

 

As Jesus says, 
MT 7.7 Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: 8 For every one that 

asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened. 

 

Illus- Ash Wednesday 

 

Last Wednesday began the Lenten season- what is known as Ash Wednesday 

• It is a tradition in the church that comes 40 days before the Easter season 

• And reaches its climax in Holy Week 

 

Many people- Christians included- don’t practice Lent- but they should 

• Tradition matters, because God matters 

• And God never changes  

 

We find our identity in that which is eternal- and not in the shifting sands of change  

 

Ques- Do you see now why John wrote what he wrote? 

• Our desires define us- and of all desires, that which elevates us are the ones we should seek 

• So John says plainly… 

 

I. DO NOT LOVE THE WORLD OR ANYTHING IN THE WORLD (vs. 15) 
1 JN 2.15 Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, love for the Father is not in them.  

 

Illus- Hot Vs. Cold Weather 

 

I was having this conversation with a friend the other day 

• We have had this discussion before, but since it is so relevant I thought I would ask you 

 

Ques- If you had your choice, which would you rather have- cold weather or hot weather? 

• Which do you like better? 

• Or put another way, if you had to choose, which would you choose? 

 

Time and again Dot has told me- given a choice- she would always rather have the cold weather 

 

And her argument goes like this… 

• In cold weather I can put on as many layers of clothes as I want 

• But not in warm weather 

• I can only take off the clothes I got on 

 

Ques- Now, maybe you agree with her? 
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• Or maybe you agree with me? 

 

I say the opposite, and my argument goes like this… 

• My nose runs 

• My hands are constantly cold 

• My feet sweat 

• My ears are freezer burned 

• My bones ache and my arthritis acts up 

• And just as bad, a month later I am reminded how miserable I was when I get my electric bill 

 

But warm weather is different… 

• I can always go swimming 

• Or take a cold shower 

• And I have none of the effects of the cold- nose, hands, ears, arthritis 

 

Ques- Now, who do you agree with- with me or her? 

• If you agree with me- you are right 

• And if you agree with her- you are wrong 

 

Now, this is just a matter of opinion, there is no right or wrong answer- it’s just the way God made the world 

• But John is not passing judgment on that 

• John is saying be ambitious about God- love God- choose as a wise man would choose 

• For if you choose the world- it will surely show up in your life and your heart 

 

II. THE HEART IS SUPPOSED TO BELONG TO JESUS (vs. 16) 
16 For everything in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—comes not from the Father 

but from the world.  

 

Illus- Gaze Balls 

 

It wasn’t so long ago I was out visiting with a friend when we came up to Roger & Charles on the front porch 

• Roger is usually out there- rain or shine 

• But Charles too 

• And one day we came up on them and I told my friend I wanted to stop 

• So that’s what we did 

 

This was a while ago- but at the time he had this funny looking thing on his front lawn called a gaze ball 

• I am looking at this thing 

• And I don’t know what it is 

 

Ques- So you know what I do- I ask- how else can you find out, right? 

• They used to say that there are no stupid question, so I say, What is that? 

• And I think it was Charles- he says, It’s A Gaze Ball 

• And so I say, I have never heard of that, what do you do with it? 

 

Ques- And what do you think Charles says? 

• You gaze at it 
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Now, life is not a gaze ball- but many people live their lives just this way. As John says… 

1. They are taken in by the lust of the flesh 

2. Or the lust of the eyes 

3. Or the pride of life 

 

But here is how we might say it today… 

1. Lust of the flesh- When the life in the BODY means more to you than life in the spirit 

2. Lust of the eyes- When you have to SEE TO BELIEVE- rather than believe to see 

3. Or the pride of life- when you are ELEVATING YOURSELF- rather than considering yourself an 

unworthy servant 

 

These things cause heart disease- and not the physical kind- but something more serious- the spiritual kind. For 

as Jesus says, you heart is supposed to belong to God… 

 

As he says, 
MT 22.37 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 

 

For God doesn’t want a part of you- he wants all of you- and the heart matters most of all 

 

III. GIVE GOD WHAT HE WANTS- AND HE WILL BLESS YOU (vs. 17) 
17 The world and its desires pass away, but whoever does the will of God lives forever. 

 

The challenge in our day is overcoming the sitting 

• We have become a community of attenders and watchers 

• And the allure is powerful 

• But as we see John say that is not what is asked of us 

 

Illus- The Frog in the Kettle 

 

I think most of us have heard of the Frog in the Kettle story… 

 

You can’t boil a frog by throwing him in hot water- for obviously he is going to jump out 

 

But let him swim in the water for a while- and just turn up the heat little by little- and then you know what 

happens 

• He boils to death in the water 

 

As long as he thinks the water is fine- he will never leave- but then he dies too 
 

This is true in spiritual life, where the impact is far greater 

• A lot of people are dying 

• They are like the frog 

• And the water is the world 

• And you know what happens- they end up being burned alive 
 

1. So God Calls Me & You- We Are Like The Frog That Hopped Out- And Our Job Is To Get Them Out Too 
 

This takes personal example…  
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• We believe to see 

• But the worldly only see to believe 

 

Illus- The Paradox of Kingdom Rule 

 

The ways of our Lord and His kingdom are not man’s ways… 

• Kingdom Rule is not about receiving- it is about giving 

• Kingdom Rule is not about being served- it is about serving, as an unworthy servant 

• Kingdom Rule is not about talking the walk- it is about walking the talk 

• Kingdom Rule is not about gaining for yourself- it is about losing yourself 

• Kingdom Rule is not about demanding people to love you- rather, it is about loving as Christ loved you 

• Kingdom Rule is not getting out of what God wants- it is about getting in on what God wants 

 

Conclusion 

In the end- you get to choose what our desires will be 

• But in the end our desires choose us 

• And they create our destiny 

• And that is why John writes that we choose wisely 
 

As John says, 
17 The world and its desires pass away, but whoever does the will of God lives forever. 
 

Ques- What do you truly desire? 
 

End of Sermon Prayer 
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