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ALL THINGS BEAUTIFUL 

Ecclesiastes 3.1-11 
ECC 3.1 

There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens: 
2  

a time to be born and a time to 

die, a time to plant and a time to uproot, 
3
 a time to kill and a time to heal, a time to tear down and a time to build, 

4
 a time 

to weep and a time to laugh, a time to mourn and a time to dance, 
5
 a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them, a 

time to embrace and a time to refrain from embracing, 
6
 a time to search and a time to give up, a time to keep and a time to 

throw away, 
7
 a time to tear and a time to mend, a time to be silent and a time to speak, 

8
 a time to love and a time to hate, 

a time for war and a time for peace. 
9 
What do workers gain from their toil? 

10 
I have seen the burden God has laid on the 

human race. 
11 

He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the human heart; yet
 
no one can 

fathom what God has done from beginning to end. 
 

Intro  

If there is one quality that stands out in the Christian life- that makes us different than all others- it is that we 

say God is love 

 It is not that God is some distant abstraction 

 Or a judging, vindictive God 
 

As 1 John 4.8 says,  
1 JN 4.8 

Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 
 

But to say this- and know this- are two separate things 
 

Illus- “Secret Admirer” 
 

If you think back to the old days- in grade school 

 You might remember how classmates used to exchange Valentine’s Day Cards 

 You would take them home 

 And read the cards from your friends who sent them to you 
 

And if you were popular, you got a lot 

 And if you were not, you might not get so many 

 Even so, everyone got some 

 Including from someone you don’t know 
 

You might have had a “Secret Admirer” 

 And I remember having a few 

 

Ques- It made me wonder for days, Who is my secret admirer? 

 Some I never did figure out 

 And those that I did, I kept them a secret so no one would find out! 
 

This quality of belonging, or fellowship- is what the Bible calls “koinonia” 

 To have fellowship with one another 

 And in the Christian life- in fact, in all of life- it is a necessity 
 

Ques- So if I asked you, Do you need air to breathe? 

 You would say to me, What’s wrong with you, were you born yesterday? 
 

Ques- And if I said to you, Do you need food and water? 

 You would say to me, Did you just fall off a turnip truck? 
 

Ques- But suppose I said to you, Do you need affection? 

 What would you say? 
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Ques- But is affection any less important? 

 Yet so many people live just this way- and not for days- but for years 
 

Illus- Psychology Today 
 

Psychology Today published an article about the devastating effects of loneliness 

 More Americans live alone than ever before 

 One in four Americans don’t have a person to talk to about important issues 

 Loneliness among American adults has increased by 16 percent in the last decade 
 

But that’s not all- it gets worse… 

 When people are deprived of human contact they develop serious medical disorders 

 They are less happy 

 More lonely 

 Experience depression and stress 

 And are more difficult to get along with, overall 
 

Ques- To ask the question, Do you need affection? 

 The answer is no different than food or water 

 Of course you do 

 And that is God’s plan for you too 
 

Illus- Wilson in Castaway 
 

Never was this better portrayed than in the movie Castaway 

 Tom Hanks’ character was in a plane accident 

 He survived- he washes ashore on a deserted island- and several packages wash ashore too 

 And in one of them was a Wilson volleyball 

 He paints a face on this ball- simply because he was lonely and had no one to talk to 
 

For 4 years the only friend he had was Wilson- the volleyball 
 

Ques- And do you remember the day he lost Wilson? 

 He fell asleep on a raft and Wilson slipped off 

 He tried to rescue Wilson- at thr risk of losing his life- but couldn’t do it- he cried and cried  
 

1. To Experience Love Is So Important That The Quality Of Your Life- And Most Of All, Your Spiritual Life- 

Depends Upon It 
 

Illus- Dog Spit 
 

I was reading an article on Business Insider Magazine 

 It said that  in 2018 pet care was a $225 billion dollar business 
 

Not to take away anything from those who love their pets, but some people are so lonely that their pets are the 

only affection they get, until their pets are almost human 

 They play with them 

 Sleep with them 

 Talk to them 

 And even kiss them 
 

But that’s where I draw the line- I don’t like dog spit 
 

https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/basics/loneliness
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/basics/depression
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/basics/stress
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It just goes to show how far people go to ensure they get what God intends for them 

 If you take away human affection from a person 

 You are undermining everything about them- physical, mental, emotional, spiritual health 
 

And dogs don’t count- they can’t talk back to you 

 And cats don’t count- they have attitudes 

 And birds don’t count- even parrots who mimic you 

 There is no substitute to what God desires for you- the love that only God can give you 
 

2. God’s Love Is Without Restriction- And As We Freely Receive It, We To Freely Give It Too 
 

If you struggle in the horizontal dimension- then by default you are suffering in the vertical dimension too 

 The quality of your spiritual life is directly proportional to your relationship life 
 

Illus- Rodney Dangerfield 
 

You might remember Rodney Dangerfield- he never got any respect 

 He made a career out of funny jokes about relationships 

 But a life without love is no laughing matter- from God’s point of view 
 

As Jesus says, 
JN 3.16 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 

eternal life.  
 

Wherever you are in your spiritual life, you can improve on it by improving your relationship life 

 That is God’s plan 

 And for us, it is an opportunity 

 For the extent that we connect with others- we bless them and ourselves 

 Our spiritual life becomes deeper, stronger, happier, and better too 
 

And it is what God wants us to get in on… 

I. GOD DOES NOT BRING PEOPLE TOGETHER HAPHAZARDLY- HE INTRODUCES YOU TO 

PEOPLE HE WANTS YOU TO LOVE (vs. 1) 
ECC 3.1 

There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens: 
 

If we think about it, we have to admit that certain points in our lives have great meaning 

 The time, place, and family we were born into 

 Getting your driver’s license- your first car 

 Leaving home- striking out on our own 

 The spouse that we marry- our children 

 The day we were saved 
 

Ques- How much of it do you think is haphazard? 
 

1. Many Of The Major Decisions Of Our Lives Are In Fact Divine Intersections And Appointments- God 

Provided You The Opportunity- And You Took It 
 

It might not seem so, but the opportunity given to you was not your doing- God did it for you 

 You who made the choice 

 From the options God gave you 
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Illus- Lives that Intersect 
 

Consider all of the great stories in the Bible 

 Moses and Pharaoh 

 Moses and the Israelites 

 David and Goliath 

 David and Saul 

 Jesus and the Apostles 

 Jesus and you and me 
 

Ques- How could any of that be an accident? 

 God says, they are not accidental, but intentional 

 And your life is no different 
 

One way or another- God fully intends to use you to connect with- and love- the people around you 

 But it works the other way too- in order to mature you- you need your neighbor too 

 There is no love at all without connection- and affection 
 

God works through the people around you 

God speaks through the people around you 

God leads you through the people around you 

God saves you from the testimony of the people around you 
 

2. The People In Your Life Are There Purposefully- God Has Done That- But It Is Up To You To Capitalize 

On It 
 

Illus- The Man and the Flood 
 

There was a man who lived alone in a house a long way from town. He heard on the news from the weather girl 

that a flood was coming where he lived, but he said,  
 

“I’ll be OK. I love God, I go to church and pray. He will look after me.”  
 

As promised, the floods came. As the water rose a man in a rowboat came for him but the man said,  
 

“I’ll be OK. I love God, I go to church and pray. He will look after me.”  
 

The man in the boat left. The waters rose higher and the man sat on the roof. A helicopter came but he said,  
 

“I’ll be OK. I love God, I go to church and pray. He will look after me.”  
 

The helicopter went away, the waters rose higher and the man drowned. When he got to heaven, he asked God 

“Why did you not save me?”  
 

God replied,  

 I gave the weather girl the gift of understanding weather, but you ignored her 

 I sent the man in the rowboat, but you sent him away 

 I sent a helicopter, but you sent him away as well 
 

Ques- “I answered your prayer…Just what did you want me to do?” 
 

The people in your life are not there by accident 

 Like fingerprints and snowflakes- they are a unique creation- just like you 

 Intended by God’s design to be loved by you 
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 That is the purpose of a Christian 
 

As Galatians 6.2 says, 
GAL 6.2 

Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. 
 

II. THAT’S WHAT LOVING PEOPLE DO- THEY LIFT BURDENS- THROUGH THE POWER OF 

THE HOLY SPIRIT FLOWING THROUGH (vs. 10) 
10 

I have seen the burden God has laid on the human race. 
 

Illus- 7-11 Slurpee 
 

Back in the day when I was growing up I lived near a 7-11 convenience store 

 And I remember the day when the Slurpee came out 

 You might know it- part ice, part soda pop- and you usually had to suck real hard through the straw 

 And any time I could afford one I got one 
 

That memory came back to me at Camp Ridgecrest a couple years ago 

 They had something similar for sale at the coffee shop 

 And at the end of the day- you could go and get one 

 But these were better 
 

And one day I remember, it had been hot outside and I was in our room- cold as an ice box in there 

 And I really wanted one of these Slurpee things 

 So I got up to go 

 Stood in line 

 And it was so good, so I bought some for some of our people too 
 

Now, that might not be an example of lifting a major burden from someone, but every day there are people 

depending on you 

 Consider the length of your prayer list 

 The people recently in the hospital 

 The recent number of funerals we have had 
 

You might not think your presence makes a difference- but it does- and God gives us opportunity to make a 

difference- or not 
 

Illus- The Good Samaritan (Luke 10) 
 

In the parable of the Good Samaritan, Jesus pointed this out directly 

 The teacher of the Law asked Jesus a question about salvation 

 But Jesus challenged his willingness to love his neighbor instead 
 

Now, imagine for a moment that the person the Samaritan helped- was you… 
 

Ques- Do you really care who helped you? 

 The teacher of the Law certainly knew what love was 

 He just wasn’t willing to do it 

 He tried to justify himself instead  
 

Ques- Now, maybe there are life experiences you wish you could have again? 

 I know I do 

 Every person in my life has left an indelible impression 
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 And some I will never see again 
 

2. That Is Why We Need To Get In On What God Is Doing Now- Not Later- For The Opportunities We Let 

Go By- Might Well Be Gone Forever 
 

Illus- Making Amends From The Grave 
 

I was once asked about a problem with forgiveness- that didn’t seem to have an answer 

 There was a person who had trouble in their home 

 But the one they had trouble with died 

 And there was no way to try and make matters right again 
 

Ques- So they asked me, “What can I do? I will never get the chance again” 
 

So I told them, You can still make amends- why not go to their grave, pray at the site and ask for forgiveness? 

 And as an expression of good intentions- pray that you will lift the burdens of those whom God sends to 

you? 

 Just treat them with the grace and mercy you deprived the other 

 It is never too late to do the loving thing for your neighbor 
 

And that’s what Solomon is after when he mentions the heavy burdens that need to be shared… 
 

III. IT IS THROUGH THE LOVING ACTIONS WE ARE WILLING TO TAKE- THAT GOD MAKES 

ALL THINGS BEAUTIFUL AGAIN (vs. 11) 
 
11 

He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the human heart; yet
 
no one can fathom what 

God has done from beginning to end. 
 

A loving person inspires love in return- not hate 

 If we abide in the scriptures 

 The scriptures prove their trustworthiness and truth 

 But it’s not just something said 

 You must do it too 
 

Ques- How do you? 

 You turn the other cheek 

 You give your cloak- not just your coat 

 Is someone demands a mile for you- give them two 

 If someone persecutes you- pray for them, don’t retaliate 

 You bear one another’s burdens 
 

Don’t just talk the walk- love means its gotta cost you 
 

As Jesus said- hanging from the cross, 
LK 23.34 

Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.  
 

1. That Is The Way To Show Real Love- By Our Willingness To Pay Any Price- To Reveal The Face Of God 
 

Illus- Valentine’s Day 
 

Last year- on February 13
th

, 2019- the National Retail federation conducted a survey… 
 

Ques- Which holiday was more popular- Valentine’s Day or Easter? 
 

Sadly, I have to report that Valentine’s Day is the winner 
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 Americans spend more than $20 billion- on chocolate, flowers, and other gifts 

 But not only that, more that 50% usually participate 
 

Ques- And what about Easter? 

 American spend $2 billion dollars less- $18 billion 

 And insofar as participation is concerned- if 50% of all Christians participated, there would not be 

enough pew seats to put them in 
 

Ques- It begs the question- If Christians do not understand what love is- then how can they share it?  

 To know it- and not do it- is to do what the teacher of the law in the parable of the Good Samaritan did 

 But we know better 

 We earn the right to be heard 
 

Illus- What “Real Love” Looks Like 
 

Ques- So what does “real love” look like? 

 Real love is going the extra mile 

 Real love is preaching truth to King Herod- at the risk of your life 

 Real love is Peter demanding to be crucified for his faith- upside down 

 Real love is Paul preaching in Rome- at the cost of his life 

 Real love is Jesus crucified- even though innocent 
 

Actions that speak louder than words 
 

Conclusion 

No matter what happens to you- God still loves you 

 But knowing it- and experiencing it- are different 

 Our calling is to reflect the face of a loving God 

 And to hasten the promise- to make “…all things beautiful…” 

 As Solomon says, from beginning to end! 
 

End of Sermon Prayer 
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