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MADE FOR A MISSION 

1 Corinthians 1.4-24 

(Morals Matter Series) 
4 I always thank God for you because of his grace given you in Christ Jesus. 5 For in him you have been enriched in every 

way—in all your speaking and in all your knowledge— 6 because our testimony about Christ was confirmed in 

you. 7 Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. 8 He will 

keep you strong to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God, who has called 

you into fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, is faithful.  
 
10 I appeal to you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one another so that there may 

be no divisions among you and that you may be perfectly united in mind and thought. 11 My brothers, some from Chloe’s 

household have informed me that there are quarrels among you. 12 What I mean is this: One of you says, “I follow 

Paul”; another, “I follow Apollos”; another, “I follow Cephas”; still another, “I follow Christ.” 13 Is Christ divided? Was 

Paul crucified for you? Were you baptized into the name of Paul? 14 I am thankful that I did not baptize any of you except 

Crispus and Gaius,15 so no one can say that you were baptized into my name. 16 (Yes, I also baptized the household of 

Stephanas; beyond that, I don’t remember if I baptized anyone else.)17 For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach 

the gospel—not with words of human wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.  
 
18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of 

God. 19 For it is written: “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.” 20 Where 

is the wise man? Where is the scholar? Where is the philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the 

world? 21 For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased through the 

foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe. 22 Jews demand miraculous signs and Greeks look for 

wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those whom 

God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 
 

Intro 

If you ever want to know what a person’s life is all about, just have a normal conversation with them 

• For a lot of folks- especially those who love to talk about themselves- they will tell you what they are 

interested in 

• Most people have lots of interests- some you might not know about 

• And they would like to tell you 

• What enthuses them, what interests them- how they are wired 
 

Ques- Do you know anyone who loves to talk? 
 

Illus- Text Messages 
 

It amazes me how some people can use their thumbs so fast on a smart phone 

• These text messages really are popular 

• I keep hearing this little jingle when my phone goes off 

• There’s a jingle for everything 
 

I even see people texting while driving 
 

This sermon IS about “Made for a Mission”- but before we get to that point, it is helpful to know where we are 

right now 

• And not just what we think about ourselves 

• But also what is really true about ourselves 
 

Illus- 12 Step Groups 
 

Back in the day when I was a certified counselor working in the state prison system, I used to run these groups 

• We called them group therapy 
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• The last thing an inmate wants to admit to is that he needs therapy  
 

But they sure do love to talk about crime 

• They are seduced by the thrill of crime 

• Now, to engage them in life change is tough- they don’t think like we do- they are wired differently too 

• So group therapy always had to be redesigned to find connecting points of relevance 

• And that takes an ability to shift gears 

• Change your mindset 

• And engage in unique and creative ways 
 

Now, from my point of view- my real life was totally different than theirs 

• But there is still enough commonality that we can communicate 

• But still it is much harder 
 

Even from their point of view it is hard, for they see me like I see them- differently 

• Like a Martian 

• Or a space alien 

• Not one of them 

• But an establishment figure 
 

And so they always clam up 
 

Even so, their therapy could occur without them knowing. To discover… 

1. What They Used To Be Like 

2. What Happened 

3. And What They Are Like Now 
 

It is a journey, not just a destination- and that’s what being On Mission means as well, no matter where God has 

put us 
 

As Paul says, 
EPH 2.1 “…we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” 
 

The need of the day is to embrace this understanding of being “On Mission” 

• Not the old, staid notions of calling missionaries to overseas 

• Not the professional social worker- who is an employee somewhere 

• Not the government- who is only too happy to tell you what to do, what to buy, what to believe 

• And not the school house- which has a different mission to fulfill than the church house 
 

Rather, to what Christ expects from his disciples in the past, in the present, and in the future… 
 

1. To Be On Mission- We Embrace Change- We Are Change Makers 
 

Illus- America Is A Mission Field 
 

Today more than ever American is a mission field 
 

I was reading the latest Baptist Men’s Magazine and they are always talking about this 

• Now, because of their success, the Baptists on Mission doesn’t include just men any more 

• It now includes women, youth, and men 

• It includes Operation Inasmuch 

• It includes missions overseas- but a lot more here at home 
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I was at a friend’s house not too long ago where the trucks for the Baptist Men of NC are still at their church 

from the last hurricane 
 

The status quo needs changing- we bring it 

• To bring vitality 
 

Ques- Yet the question is not, Do We Need It?- we already know that- rather, the question is how to provide it 

in a context that is relevant and timely for them? 

• Can we be relevant to the firemen next door? 

• And what about the businessman or the woman in the workplace? 

• And the teachers? 

• And the tradesmen? 

• And the retirees? 

• And the seniors? 

• And the youth- who are just beginning their life journey? 
 

Ques- Can the traditions of the church speak to them- all of them- without losing them? 

• For every one of them who enjoys their job still needs God 

• God is the father of all 

• You just don’t consider God irrelevant because today you have a good job 
 

2. For The World Will Always Make Room For The Person Who Changes Things For The Better 
 

Ques- To understand this truth is to simply ask the question- What Is A Christian To Be And To Do? 

• If you don’t know, here is a good place to start… 
 

I. TO BE “ON MISSION” IS TO BE CALLED INTO FELLOWSHIP (vs. 4-9) 
4 I always thank God for you because of his grace given you in Christ Jesus. 5 For in him you have been enriched in every 

way—in all your speaking and in all your knowledge— 6 because our testimony about Christ was confirmed in 

you. 7 Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. 8 He will 

keep you strong to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God, who has called 

you into fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, is faithful.  
 

The moral dilemma in our day is not in understanding the purpose of missions 

• The moral dilemma is discounting our responsibility in the missions God has called us 

• For every one of us- who is a disciple today- is a missionary  
 

We must recapture this ambition- we are not to be subject to one’s given culture- we are called to transform it- 

and that means… 
 

1. Understanding That Missions Are Essentially The Outcome And Growth Of New Relationships 
 

Ques- What would you say the need of the day is? 

• Is it securing gun rights in America? 

• Is it lower taxes or doing something about illegal immigration? 

• Maybe you think it’s improving race relations, or having a comfortable retirement? 
 

These are the kinds of questions people ask themselves every day 
 

Ques- But did Jesus ever think this way? 
 

Jesus said, 
JN 15.16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last. 
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When Christ extends a call, the very first thing he calls us to is fellowship 
 

As Paul says, 
4 I always thank God for you because of his grace given you in Christ Jesus. 5 For in him you have been enriched in every 

way—in all your speaking and in all your knowledge— 6 because our testimony about Christ was confirmed in you.  
 

2. Never Be A Lone Ranger Christian- You Might Be The Person God Uses To  Bring Faith To Someone 

Who Needs You 
 

That is what Paul is talking about here 
 

Illus- Rubik’s Cube 
 

I have this Rubik’s cube at home 

• I bought it for a children’s sermon 

• But ever since I bought it I never got it solved again 
 

Of course, Ben had the answer to that, he said Just take the stickers off and pout on right again 
 

Ques- I suppose you could do that- but can I then I say I solved it? 
 

People are like that in their Christianity too… 
 

People want to see a genuine article 

• They don’t want to see people lifting themselves up- they need to see God lifting them up in community 

• They don’t want to hear people talk like a pagan- and then like Christ only on Sunday 
 

Ques- Did you know that people will respect you more when you are the real you? 

• Be glad of who you are 

• And make the most of it 

• If you are from the north- don’t try and talk like you are from the south 

• If you are 60- don’t try and dress like you are 16 

• It might get you a laugh- but people will see the insincerity in you too 
 

Insincerity- or a lack of integrity- is confusing and it quenches the spirit too 
 

To be on mission needs to be confirmed in fellowship- for it is God who brings people together for a reason 

• You don’t need to force it, like a square peg in a round hole 

• You are a unique you 

• And there is a unique purpose in you being you- and when you do this… 
 

II. FIND YOUR PLACE- AND YOU WILL FIND THE PEACE THAT ELUDES YOU (vs. 10-17) 
10 I appeal to you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one another so that there may 

be no divisions among you and that you may be perfectly united in mind and thought. 11 My brothers, some from Chloe’s 

household have informed me that there are quarrels among you. 12 What I mean is this: One of you says, “I follow 

Paul”; another, “I follow Apollos”; another, “I follow Cephas”; still another, “I follow Christ.” 13 Is Christ divided? 

Was Paul crucified for you? Were you baptized into the name of Paul? 14 I am thankful that I did not baptize any of you 

except Crispus and Gaius,15 so no one can say that you were baptized into my name. 16 (Yes, I also baptized the 

household of Stephanas; beyond that, I don’t remember if I baptized anyone else.)17 For Christ did not send me to 

baptize, but to preach the gospel—not with words of human wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.  
 

When Paul was discussing community- he was not referring to the community outside the church! 

• He was referring to those inside it 

• And note what they were saying among themselves 
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• You can see why they were not getting along 
 

1. Communities Find Themselves In Crisis Because They Elevate Human Wisdom- Not The Cross  
 

Ques- What do you think lifts up a community? 

• Do you think human wisdom is greater than God’s wisdom? 

• Which would you rather have? 

• Whose power is greater? 
 

Communities rise and fall on the truth it accepts- and lives out 

• And what is true for communities, is true for churches too 
 

Illus- Church Closures 
 

Approximately 4,000 churches close their doors every year.  

• Of course, there are new church starts- about 1,000 

• There are many reasons for this, but one of the main ones is clergy attrition rate- it is between 30-40%  

• They don’t last 5 years 

• And the main reason is burnout 
 

Seminaries are finding it more difficult to find qualified candidates, and churches are finding it more difficult to 

keep them once they graduate 

• The average lifespan of a SBC pastor is just over 2 years 

• Today, many pastors are over 60 
 

I remember when I started- I was in my 30’s 

• And when I was in seminary I remember how I was a little older than my fellow students 

• Today it is much different 
 

Ques- Could it be that the mission has been compromised? 

• If so, can we change that? 

• If so, then the change must start in the heart 
 

III. TO BE “ON MISSION” FOR CHRIST IS TO MAKE THE CROSS YOUR LIFE (vs. 18-24) 
18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of 

God. 19 For it is written: “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.” 20 Where 

is the wise man? Where is the scholar? Where is the philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the 

world? 21 For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased through the 

foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe. 22 Jews demand miraculous signs and Greeks look for 

wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those 

whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 
 

The cross carriers are the courageous ones 

• They are the committed ones 

• They are the visionary ones 
 

1. To Be “On Mission” Is To Make The Cross Your Life 
 

As Paul says here… 
1 COR 1.23 but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those whom God 

has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 
 

This is not how we make a living- it is how we design our life 
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• We are made for a mission 
 

Conclusion 
In every circumstance, in every conversation, in every relationship- there is an opportunity to be “On Mission” 

• There is no other life for those who follow Jesus 

• We are either “On Mission,” or we are not… 
 

Ques- How about you? 
 

End of Sermon Prayer 
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