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HOW TO LOVE GOD MORE 

Luke 10.25-28 
LK 10.25 

On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal 

life?” 
26 

“What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?” 
27 

He answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with 

all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as 

yourself.’” 
28 

“You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.” 
 

Intro 

If you read through the scriptures, you notice how Jesus was always being tested 

 Time and again, Jesus was put to the test 

 And not just ordinary folks were doing it 

 Often it was the religious establishment, and it’s not too hard to see why 
 

As Jesus pointed out 

 They wore wide phylacteries on their heads 

 They had priestly vestments to wear 

 They ruled in the synagogues, Temple, and they enforced the rules 
 
MT 23.5 

“Everything they do is done for people to see: They make their phylacteries wide and the tassels on their 

garments long 
 

But lest we think it is only Jesus is tested, we are tested too… 

 The neighbors who judge us 

 The employer who pays us 

 The scriptures that guide us 
 

Ques- And how often do we pass our tests? 

 You may be having some now 
 

Illus- Bad Calls 
 

If you are football fan and saw the playoffs… 
 

You might remember the pass interference call against the Seattle Seahawks CB Shaquill Griffin that set up the 

field goal for SF 49ers 

 They lost that game 

 26-23 in overtime 
 

Ques- Or maybe you watch baseball? 

 How many times do you remember Yankee Manager Billy Martin throw dirt on an umpire? 
 

But that’s not what you want to do if you want to love God more 

 There will be tests you need to pass 

 And we have Jesus to help us too 
 
ROM 7.15 

I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do. 
16 

And if I do what I do not 

want to do, I agree that the law is good. 
17 

As it is, it is no longer I myself who do it, but it is sin living in me. 
 

God judges you by the life of Jesus 

 Not your neighbor 

 Not your employer 
 
JN 3.19 

This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of light because their deeds 

were evil. 
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Ques- But what is evil? And what does it mean to love the darkness? 
 

When the expert in the law turned to Jesus to test him, he knew what the scripture said 

 But he wanted to hear what Jesus had to say 

 He was trying to justify himself 
 

But it’s one thing to know the scripture, and quite another and do it. For it is in the doing that makes the 

difference between light and dark, good and evil 
 

Illus- Andy’s 
 

There’s a fast food restaurant in NC that used to be called Andy’s 

 It is now called Highway 55 

 Personally, I have grown used to calling it Andy’s and every time I go to Greenville I stop there 
 

Andy’s is like a lot of fast food burger places 

 They cook French fries 

 And hot dogs 

 Like what most fast food places do 
 

But one thing Andy’s will do that others don’t- they run to the door, open it, and greet you 
 

Andy’s makes a special point of valuing their neighbor 

 It’s part of what makes Andy’s so special 

 It’s just a little thing that makes a big difference 
 

And Jesus points this out when he says, 
LK 10.28 

“You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.” 
 

It is not enough to say “Love God”  

 Many say it, but reject their neighbors too 

 The proof of loving God is in the way you treat the least among you 
 

For the scripture says, 
1 JN 4.20 

Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. For whoever does not love their brother and sister, 

whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen. 
 

1. You Cannot Love What You Don’t Know- To Love God You Must Know God- And To Know Him He Must 

Reveal Himself To You 
 

Illus- Billy Graham Channel on Sirius XM 
 

Lately, if you have not discovered already, is Sirius XM satellite radio is broadcasting Billy Graham’s old 

sermons 

 They are old broadcasts from his crusades 

 Just tune in to channel 460 
 

If you have ever been to a Billy Graham revival, one of his recurring themes is, Do you know God? Deep down 

in your heart do you know God? Don’t leave here tonight unless you have that assurance, that if you died 

tonight that you know him. 
 

We make much out of loving God- but our neighbor- that is important also 

 It is how you put feet to your faith 
 

Illus- Andy’s 
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I like Andy’s, but I would never know it unless I went to eat there 

 But there is also Olive Garden 

 BoJangle’s 

 Dairy Queen 

 Taco Bell 
 

Ques- How can you like a restaurant if you’ve never been there? 

 Can you like it if you only drive by? 
 

I have never been to Captain Ratty’s 

 Baron and the Beef 

 They say they are good, but I can’t say that because I’ve never been there 
 

Knowing we are to love God is important, 
1 JN 4.8 

Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 
 

You might want to love God, but you can’t because you don’t know how 

 And that’s the crux of it for many 

 We need God’s help 

 And why we are here today 
 

As Jesus says, 
MT 18.20 

For where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am there in the midst of them.” 
 

2. For God Is Spirit, And Those Who Worship Him Must Worship In Spirit And Truth (Jn 4.24) 
 

Loving God from the confines of one’s home is fine- as far as it goes 

 But it takes far more to love God in the midst of the world around you 

 That’s the true test 
  

Illus- Active Church Members 
 

A preacher went to his high school reunion. One of his friends asked, “How many active members do you have 

in your church?”  
 

The preacher said, “They’re all active. Half of ‘em are working with me, the other half working against me.” 
 

Ques- Did you know you cannot keep the 10 Commandments without loving God and your neighbor? 

 The first half concern loving God, and the second half concerns loving one’s neighbor 

 And if you have broken one, that’s akin to breaking them all 

 And that is why we need love God and neighbor all the more 
 

I.  SO IF YOU WANT TO LOVE GOD MORE- START WITH YOUR DESIRE (vs. 25-26) 
LK 10.25 

On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal 

life?” 
26 

“What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?”  
 

It is easy to see the conflict between Jesus and the Teachers of the Law. The gospel writers usually present the 

scribes and Pharisees as challenging and provoking the Lord 

 But they were not bad men 

 They were very “religious” men 

 And their role was to teach the Law, and support the tradition of being Jewish 
 

So we ought not be too quick to condemn them 
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Illus- Nicodemus 
 

Consider the life of Nicodemus, he came to Jesus in the night 

 A Pharisee 

 A member of the Sanhedrin 

 Very religious 
 

Ques- How do you stack up next to him? 

 Are you as religious as he was? 
 

Remember what Nicodemus was like, 

 As a Pharisee, he studied the scriptures daily 

 He tithed all his income 

 He prayed three hours every day 

 He fasted twice a week 
 

Yet Jesus said, 
MT 5.20 

For I say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you will by 

no means enter the kingdom of heaven. 
 

1. To Love God More- You Must Want To Love God More Than You Already Do 
 

Ques- So what does your love of God look like? 

 To love God more has to start with loving God now 

 To say you do- reciting your beliefs alone- won’t do 
 

When Jesus asked him, “…what is written in the Law…” he knew the expert in the Law already knew 

 His problem was not knowing 

 His problem was in following through 

 Otherwise, that leaves us at the starting point 

 
RO 3.23 

for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God 
 
RO 5.8 

But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
 

Many heard Jesus, but not all were saved by Jesus 

 Many walked right by- many listened to him- and also rejected him too 

 Some considered him a blasphemer 

 Others considered a dreamer 
 

But to agree with Jesus in our minds- but not our hearts- is akin to rejecting him 
 

Illus- Flying In An Airplane 
 

Every year in Oshkosh, Wisconsin, there is an airshow in July- it lasts a week 

 Pilots fly in from around the world, and it is the largest airshow in the world 

 There you will see F-86 Sabres, A-10 Thunderbolts, P-51 Mustangs, Blue Angels 

 And many others  
 

Ques- But do you know some who say they will never get in an airplane? 

 Or a Ferris Wheel? 

 Or a Roller Coaster? 
 

You can believe an airplane can fly, but until you get in one- no faith is required of you 
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I remember Adrian Rogers saying,  

Some people have all the god they want, and they just don’t want any more 
 

2. But Love Is Its Own Reward- The More You Get, The More You Want 
 

Illus- Lay’s Potato Chips 
 

A few years ago, Lay's Potato Chips threw down the gauntlet in an advertising campaign that said, 

 "Bet you can't eat just one!"  
 

It was a clever slogan-- You open the bag and, before you know it, you've eaten the whole bag 

 They have these kettle cooked style now 

 Same things with Oreos 

 French Fries 

 Ice Crème  
 

Loving God more is like eating those potato chips, you are going to want more  

 And no desire in the world is greater that loving God 
 

II. LOVING GOD- AND NEIGHBOR- IS THE GOAL OF LIFE (vs. 27) 
27 

He answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with 

all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”  
 

In life we find all kinds of things to love- but we usually don’t say those things are the goal of life 

 We love our dogs- but our dog is not the goal of our life 

 We love BoJangle’s cheddarbo biscuits- I’ll admit they are good, but cheddarbo biscuits are not the goal 

of life 

 

Jesus says, 
LK 10.27 

 “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your 

mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’” 
 

Illus- Suppose I say to Rhonda 
 

Suppose I say to Jane, back in the day before she met John, and I say… 
 

Jane, I met this man who I think is perfect for you 

 He’s smart 

 Good looking 

 Friendly 

 Loves people 

 Comes from a great family 

 Loves God 

 But he has this one habit, he chews Skoal chewing tobacco 
 

But Jane, I think John is perfect for you, so long as the tobacco chewing doesn’t offend you 
 

Ques- So what does Jane do? 

 She think about it and says, 
 

Well, I have never met this John before 

 But you say he is smart, good looking, friendly, loves people, comes from a great family, loves God 

 That’s OK 
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 But did you say he chews tobacco? 

 Well, I do too 

 That’s the man for me! 
 

Ques- And isn’t God the same way? 

 God loves people, God is very smart, God is compassionate and kind 

 You can’t make him love you any more- or less 

 He accepts you as you are- not as you hope to be- in order to make you what he wants you to be 
 

1. But Just Because God Loves You Doesn’t Mean You Love Him Back 
 

Illus- Wedding Vows 
 

Ques- For those of you who are married, do you remember your vows? 

 For better or worse?  

 For sickness and health? 

 Whether rich or poor? 

 As long as you live? 
 

The ring ceremony signifies this pledge to remain loyal- and that’s what a marriage is: exclusive loyalty 
 

Ques- Remember the story of Hosea and Gomer? 

 Hosea married Gomer at the command of God 

 She proved unfaithful 

 But Hosea went looking for Gomer- and redeems her- and loves her anyway 
 

2. God Is Also Like That- Love Is Its Own Reward- For There Is Nothing Greater 
 

In our day and age, spiritual commitment seems to be receding 

 Even though worship takes only an hour- some can’t make it that long 

 But God helps us by putting a person in our life to help 
 

As Jesus says, 
JN 13.34 

“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 
35 

By this 

everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 
 

Illus- Depressant Medications In America 
 

I was reading an article from the Drug Enforcement Administration that said 1 in 6 Americans take some kind 

of psychiatric drugs — mostly antidepressants to feel better 
 

Ques- And what about youth? 

 Opioid abuse with youth is rising 

 All in an attempt to feel better 
 

But when God wants to bless you- he doesn’t give you illegal drugs guaranteed to kill you- he puts a person in 

your life to help you 

 To go to God together 

 It is the gift of God 

 As well as the goal- loving God, and loving one another 
 

III. SO IF YOU WANT TO LOVE GOD MORE- KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS (vs. 28) 
28 

“You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.” 
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Illus- 10 Commandments 
 

Recently we were having a mid-week Bible study on the 10 Commandments. I opened it up by asking this 

question… 
 

Ques- Are we expected to follow all of the 10 Commandments? 

 Of course, all said Yes 

 But then I asked, How well do you keep them? 
 

To follow most of them- but not all of them- is to be guilty of them all 
 
JAS 2.10 

For whoever shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble in one point, he is guilty of all. 
 

That means we don’t deserve the love of God 

 We don’t deserve the love of our neighbors 

 We don’t deserve the fellowship of the church 

 We don’t deserve salvation  
 

It all comes down to grace, 
EPH 2.8 

For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 
9 
not of works, lest 

anyone should boast.  
 

And this alone should make us love God all the more! 
 

Conclusion 

When the Teacher of the Law challenged Jesus- Jesus did not falter 

 Loving God is the sum and substance of our religion 

 But we are to love our neighbor too 

 We are called according to this purpose, for the world needs to see it- not just read it 

 And it is what we are to do if we wish to love God more than we already do 
 

Invitation offer… 
 

End of Sermon Prayer 
  

February 10, 2019  
Fort Barnwell Baptist Church 

Fort Barnwell, NC  28526 
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