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RESTORING OUR MORAL PURPOSE    

Luke 15.11-32 

 (Parable of the Prodigal Son) 
LK 15:11 Jesus continued: "There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger one said to his father, `Father, give me 

my share of the estate.' So he divided his property between them. LK 15:13 "Not long after that, the younger son got 

together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 14 After he had spent 

everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself 

out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that 

the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything. LK 15:17 "When he came to his senses, he said, `How many of my 

father's hired men have food to spare, and here I am starving to death!  18 I will set out and go back to my father and say 

to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me 

like one of your hired men.' 20 So he got up and went to his father. "But while he was still a long way off, his father saw 

him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. LK 15:21 "The 

son said to him, `Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son. ' LK 

15:22 "But the father said to his servants, `Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and 

sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let's have a feast and celebrate. 24 For this son of mine was dead 

and is alive again; he was lost and is found.' So they began to celebrate. LK 15:25 "Meanwhile, the older son was in the 

field. When he came near the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants and asked him what 

was going on. 27 `Your brother has come,' he replied, `and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him 

back safe and sound.' LK 15:28 "The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded 

with him. 29 But he answered his father, `Look! All these years I've been slaving for you and never disobeyed your 

orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours who 

has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!' LK 15:31 " `My son,' the 

father said, `you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. 32 But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this 

brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.' " 
 

Intro 

Of all stories, this story points out why all of us need a savior 

 But note that the word used was “need” 

 Not all want a Savior 

 It is we who choose whether we will have one 
 

In spiritual matters we face this dilemma every day 

 The dilemma of bearing one’s cross 

 Of loving the least 

 Of service to our neighbor in times of trial 

 Of generosity 

 Of meekness and humility 
 

These do not come automatically, and Jesus knew this 

 Yet as he says, this is the royal road to the kingdom 
 

Illus- Funeral Service Sunday 
 

I was glad to see some of you come to the funeral service Sunday 

 They are with the Lord now 

 Some of you came out to support the friends and family 
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They were a faithful person- and will be missed 
 

The Bible says, 
HEB 11.6 

But without faith it is impossible to please God: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a 

rewarder of them that diligently seek him. 
 

Ques- Could it be said of you that you diligently seek him? 

 What does that mean, to “…diligently seek…” anyway? 
 

Illus- Adrian Rogers 
 

I heard Adrian Rogers once say, Some people have all the God they want, and they don’t want any more. 
 

Illus- Homemade Ice Cream 
 

I remember when I was real young. 

 We used to make homemade ice cream 

 And so we would stir and stir 

 I remember saying, Is it done yet? 

 And every once in a great while we would open up the top and have a little lick 
 

Not too much 

 Just enough to whet my appetite 

 And I would keep stirring, and stirring 
 

Ques- But what was it that kept me stirring? 

 I had faith that if I kept stirring I would get more ice cream 
 

Faith is the same way 

 I don’t know anyone who doesn’t like ice cream 

 But unless we keep stirring we will never get any 
 

As Jesus says, 
MT 7.7 

Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: 
8 
For every one that 

asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened. 
 

1. God Has Built Into The Human Condition The Power To Choose- We Have Free Will To Seek God- Yet 

Sadly Not Many Do 
 

Over and over in scripture you see God’s compassion… 

 ROM 3.23 
For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; 

 ROM 5.8 
But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

 ROM 6.23 
For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

Illus- Addictions in America 
 

Our power to choose is in crisis, clearly… 
 

I was just reading the other day, more than 70% of Americans are now either obese or overweight 

 The childhood obesity rate (6-19 yrs old) has increased to 20% 

 And these facts mean an increase in cancer, heart disease, and diabetes 
 

And also drugs, 

 72,000 Americans died from drug overdoses last year 

 Mainly through an increase in opioid addiction- such as heroin 
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 It is said that heroin may be the most addictive drug in the world 
 

But these are not the only addictions… 
 

There is television, 

 The US is way ahead of the rest of the world in its TV addiction 

 The average amount of TV watching in the USA is 8 hours- the rest of the world is 2 hours 
 

God has given us the power to choose, but it is up to us to choose wisely 
 

Ques- Do you seek God? 

 Do you thirst for God? 
 

The scripture says, 
PS 42.1 

As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, my God. 
2 
My soul thirsts for God, for the living 

God. When can I go and meet with God? 
 

2. We Are Free To Choose- Between Responsibility And Irresponsibility- And The Wise Know What They 

Are After 
 

Jesus says, 
LK 14.26 

“If anyone comes to Me and does not bear his cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple. 
28 

For which of you, 

intending to build a tower, does not sit down first and count the cost, whether he has enough to finish? 
 

Illus- Famous Dilemmas 
 

We must count the cost 

 The idea that following God is easy is wrong 

 It is hard to be a disciple 

 It takes commitment- effort- ambition- will 

 And it takes wisdom too 
 

The Bible is full of stories of foolish men- who thought themselves wise…. 

 It was foolish of Esau to sell his birthright for porridge- but he did it anyway 

 It was foolish for David to lust after Bathsheba- but he did it anyway 

 It was foolish for the prodigal son to demand his birthright- but he did it anyway 
 

But just because we have the power of choice- doesn’t mean we choose wisely 

 The world is complex 

 We choose what we know, and that doesn’t mean we always choose wisely 
 

Illus- 5G 
 

I mentioned the other day how complex the world is becoming 

 We have the internet of things 

 And artificial intelligence 

 Machine learning 

 Electric cars 

 I haven’t got accustomed to 3G and now there will be a 5G 

 Driverless cars 
 

The world isn’t getting simpler, it is growing more complex exponentially 
 

It was only 70 years ago that we learned how to harness nuclear power 



02-03-19 

Sunday  

4 

 We have enough power at our disposal to blow up the world 
 

And never has there been a time when man did not use the weapons at his disposal 
 

In such an environment it is easy to lose our moral compass 

 And sadly, many people do 

 Jesus Christ is a dilemma for many 
 

But God’s love is so great that he would have no one lost 

 That’s why Jesus told this parable 
 

I. WHENEVER WE TURN FROM GOD- THAT IS WHEN TROUBLE BEGINS (vs. 12-13) 
LK 15:12 The younger one said to his father, `Father, give me my share of the estate.' So he divided his property between 

them. LK 15:13 "Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there 

squandered his wealth in wild living.  
 

Illus- Honda 
 

I’ve been looking at the new 2019 cars  

 I just got me a Honda 

 But these new cars- the trucks, the SUVs, the sports cars 
 

I went out to eat yesterday at Olive Garden, and I turned to a friends who said, Look at that new Ford 150. That 

is a nice looking truck. How much do you think it goes for, I sure would like to have one of them 
 

They said, More money than what you got! 
 

It is in our nature to be unsatisfied  

 Men want a woman who never changes- and she does 

 A woman wants her man to change- and he won’t 

 Eat enough ice cream- you will feel full 

 Every Thanksgiving we eat too much 
 

And as the story unfolds, we see how the son was unsatisfied- he wanted more- where the grass was greener 
 

1. He Did Not Count The Cost- There Is A High Cost To Low Living  
 

Illus- Classes That Ought To Mandatory 
 

Some things need to be taught in school that ought to be required 

 Personal finances 

 How to cook 

 How to get a job- and keep it 

 Morality and ethics 

 Secondary languages 

 Manners  
 

The quickest way to losing your economic freedom is to squander it 

 The sure way to lose your health is not eating right 

 And unless you want to be alone the rest of your life it helps to have manners, morals, and how to speak 
 

Consider the prodigal son… 
 

a. Wild living (vs. 13) 



02-03-19 

Sunday  

5 

LK 15:13 " the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild 

living. 
 

Illus- Wild Living Examples 
 

We know wild living as irresponsible living too… 

 Driving recklessly thru traffic 

 Sleeping by day- play all night 

 Refusing to work 
 

b. Squandering Wealth (vs. 13) 
 

Illus- Squandering Wealth Examples 
 

Spending more than what you have 

 Robbing Peter to pay Paul 

 Running up credit cards 

 Gambling (including the lottery) 
 

c. Sensuality (vs. 30) 
LK 15:30 “… this son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes…” 
 

Illus- Sensuality Examples 
 

Jesus mentions prostitution, but there are others… 

 Alcoholism 

 Drug addiction 

 Eating without any sense of discipline 
 

2. God’s Goal Is Our Freedom- But It Can Be Only Defined In One Certain Way 
 

Illus- How Do You Define Freedom 
 

Ques- The “Lost Son” defined freedom his way- what is your way? 
 

God defines freedom on way, 
JN 14.6 

Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 
 

With freedom comes responsibility… 
 

Freedom for some is getting a divorce 

 Ques- But don’t we have an abundance of deadbeat dads and single mothers already? And who is to 

blame? 
 

Freedom for others is getting money 

 Ques- But aren’t the entitlement programs in our country bankrupting us now? Who pays if not me and 

you? 
 

The sick define freedom as getting healthy 

 Ques- And how much of our health is self-imposed ? Smoking? Drinking? Overeating? That’s just the 

beginning 
 

Jesus says, 
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MT 11.28 
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 

29 
Take my yoke upon you and learn 

from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 
30 

For my yoke is easy and my burden 

is light.” 
 

Jesus has the power to set matters right 

 He can break addictions 

 He can transform your mind 

 And give you freedom  
 

II. WHENEVER WE TURN TO GOD- THAT IS WHEN TROUBLE ENDS (vs. 21) 
LK 15:21 "The son said to him, `Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called 

your son. '  
 

Without a doubt, all of us experience failure 

 But God’s grace is there to pick us up again 
 

Ques- But can we say, Father, I have sinned. I am not worthy? 
 

1. What We Think Of As Weak- Is Wise In God’s Eyes- Come To Him Now, While You Are Able 
 

Jesus says, 
MT 7.21 

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will 

of my Father who is in heaven. 
 

As prodigals always do, they enjoy until the money runs out 

 But far better to come to God now 
 

Illus- Nicodemus 
 

Consider the life of Nicodemus, he came to Jesus in the night 

 A member of the Sanhedrin 

 A Pharisee 

 A religious man, leader of his day 
 

Ques- How do you stack up next to him? 

 Are you as religious as he was? 
 

As a Pharisee, he studied the scriptures daily 

 He tithed “all” his income 

 He prayed three hours every day 

 He fasted twice a week 
 

Yet Jesus said, 
MT 5.20 

For I say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you will by 

no means enter the kingdom of heaven. 
 

2. Jesus Seeks, Jesus Saves- And He Seeks Us, Not The Other Way Around  
 

Illus- Unshackled 
 

There is a old radio show put out by Pacific Garden Mission, “Unshackled!” 

 Longest running radio drama in history 

 True stories- prodigal sons- who turned their lives around- but it is our story too 

 We have all become “Unshackled!” as it were 
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As scripture says, 
RO 10.9 

If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you 

will be saved.  
 

III. NONE CAN FALL SO LOW THAT GOD CAN’T RAISE THEM UP AGAIN (vs. 22-24) 
LK 15:22 "…the father said to his servants, `Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and 

sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let's have a feast and celebrate. 24 For this son of mine was dead 

and is alive again; he was lost and is found.' 
 

The lost son learned he was never really free 
 

1. So The Wise Always Go To God First- The Dilemmas Of Life Can’t Be Solved Apart From God’s Grace 
 

Illus- Rotary Phone on YouTube 
 

I was watching a YouTube video the other day 

 It has gone viral 

 It shows two boys, whose father has covered a rotary telephone with a cardboard box 

 And he gives his boys a couple of minutes to try and figure out how to dial a number 

 They couldn’t do it, for they didn’t know how 
 

They finally figured it out 

 

When it comes to the purpose of our lives- it is best to go to God first, not last 

 That’s God’s will- and what is best for us 
 
JN 3.16 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 

eternal life. 
17 

For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 
 

Conclusion 

During this invitation consider the high cost of low living 

 None are so low that Jesus can’t pick them up 

 He hears your pleas- and your prayers 

 And all who come to him- like the Prodigal Son- he never turns away 

 

So like the Prodigal Son- come to Jesus while you can 

 He loves you, and like the loving Father- he wants the best for you too 
 

Invitational offer… 
 

End of Sermon Prayer 
 
February 3, 2019 

Fort Barnwell Baptist Church 

Fort Barnwell, NC  28586 

 
Reese Blanchett 2019 

Sermon outlines may be used for preaching and teaching purposes 
But may not be published or sold. 

 

Disclaimer: I wish to express my gratitude to all the saints before me who are traveling the Narrow Way. Their love and generosity is reflected in my own humble 
efforts to prepare sermons for the body of Christ. Grace and Peace. 
 


