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EXPERIENCING LIFE TOGETHER 

Colossians 3.12-15 
COL 3:12 Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 

humility, gentleness and patience. COL 3:13 Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against 

one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. COL 3:14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all 

together in perfect unity. COL 3:15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were 

called to peace. And be thankful. 
 

Intro 

Illus- Dental Appointment 
 

Not so long ago I had to go to the dentist 

 My dentist is in Windsor 

 So I asked a friend to come along 
 

At first, there was no one in the waiting room 

 But behind us there were some others coming in 

 The first group came in- a family- they checked in, and went right in 

 The second group was a couple of middle aged ladies- they checked in, but had to wait like me 
 

So here we are- waiting- about 9:00am in the morning- and as we are waiting the TV is playing, and it so 

happened that a murder had been committed and was broadcasting on TV 
 

I said something, then Dot said something, and then the ladies said something- and before you know it, all of us 

are talking 

 

At first, we are all talking about the news, but then the conversation shifted. We started talking about the sad 

state of affairs in the world 

 How people don’t do right 

 How people need the Lord 

 And finally, we were sharing our opinions about our own churches 
 

Yet I had never met these people before 
 

Ques- Have you ever sat next to someone you don’t know, strike up a conversation, and as time passes by you 

realize it’s as they are someone you do know? 

 As far as those ladies we met, it seemed as if we had known them all our lives.  

 They were sharing things you don’t ordinarily hear from strangers 

 Matters of opinion 

 Stereotypes and prejudices 

 Likes and dislikes 
 

It just turned out that these were two ladies who were dedicated church members 

  “Koinonia” is a Greek word in the Bible- and it is loosely translated as fellowship 
 

1. Koinonia Is Much Deeper And More Intimate Than Our Understanding Of Friendliness Or Politeness 
 

Illus- Dogs, Cats, Sparrows 
 

You might have heard the phrase, Birds Of A Feather Flock Together. But if you look in the sky, you don’t see 

sparrows flying with crows 

 Or dogs hanging out with cats 
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 Even among people, our fellowship revolves around our ability to communicate 
 

And this is true in your vocation 

 The country you are from 

 The languages you speak 

 Your gender 

 And your age 
 

But even these are not koinonia 

 Koinonia can only be identified by Christ- in Christ- for Christ 

 It is spiritual, and it takes the spirit to provide it 
 

Jesus referred to it similarly, 
LK 17.20 Once, on being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, Jesus replied, “The coming of the 

kingdom of God is not something that can be observed, 21 nor will people say, ‘Here it is,’ or ‘There it is,’ because the 

kingdom of God is in your midst.” 

 

2. Koinonia Is A Spiritual Provision Given To The Church Only- Not The World 
 

You must have God within- to express it without 

 It is the nature of the Spirit to encourage it 

 And it is necessary for growing in faith 
 

As Jesus says, 
MT 18.20 20 

For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them. 
 

You can’t live the Christian life on your own 

 God did not design it that way 

 You can’t pick and choose Christian fellowship- there is diversity in unity- and it is necessary 
 

Illus- Signs You Don’t See In Koinonia 
 

Fellow Christians are to be complementary- if you find that lacking you have a problem 

 There is no room for the proud 

 The aggressive 

 The unloving 

 These are not the signs you see in koinonia 
 

But the qualities of koinonia are these… 

 Praying together in community 

 Worshipping together in spirit and truth 

 Sharing willingly & cheerfully  

 Confession, repentance, and integrity  
 

Illus- AMEN 
 

A preacher was delivering his sermon one Sunday when every couple of minutes a man in the back would shout 

AMEN! at the top of his lungs.  
 

After several times of that, a deacon sitting close by couldn’t take it anymore.  
 

Trying to put a stop to the disruption, the deacon goes to the man and says, Sir, I am sorry but you must really 

stop these outbursts of your behavior. Why is it you feel you must shout AMEN every couple of minutes? 
 



02-03-19 

Sunday 
3 

The man was surprised by the deacon’s comment- said, I can’t help it. I got religion! 
 

And the deacon replied, Maybe so, but you sure didn’t get it here! 
 

Ques- So where do you find koinonia? 

 It is the heart of the church- it’s unifying quality 
 

I. FOR KOINONIA TO EXIST- RIGHTEOUSNESS MUST ALSO EXIST (vs. 12) 
COL 3:12 Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 

humility, gentleness and patience. 
 

Joke- Hypocritical Prayer 
 

There were two men who were out walking one day. One guy challenged his friend by saying, “If you’re so 

proud of your religion, let me hear you quote the Lord’s Prayer. I’ll bet you $10 dollars you can’t do it.”  
 

So the second guy said, “OK, you’re on!” 
 

And right on cue- from memory- he said the following, “Now I lay me down to sleep, I pray the Lord my soul to 

keep. And if I die before I wake, I pray the Lord my soul to take.”  
 

The first guy was stunned. He pulled out his wallet, fished out a $10 bill and said, “Gosh, I didn’t think you 

could do it!” 
 

Ques- Can you identify righteousness when you see it? 

 What does it look like to you? 
 

1. Koinonia Cannot Happen Unless There Is Righteousness- It Is A Gift Of The Spirit 
 

Too many times we are misled by the world 

 Some say they need to be in step with it to live in it- but that’s not what God says 

 That’s the sign of danger- spiritually- the risk of losing life together 
 

As Jesus says, 
JN 15:19 If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have 

chosen you out of the world.  
 

Ques- Are you chosen out of the world, or are you still in step with the world? 

 That is the first- and most important- step 

 But there’s a lot more to it than that 

 Some element of contrast is expected- as Paul says, to be “peculiar” 
 

Illus- Lunar Eclipse 
 

On 01-20-19 we had a lunar eclipse, but this one was called a blood moon 

 Moon to appear a dull red color due to sunlight scattered through the earth's atmosphere 
 

In an eclipse, the contrast between light and dark vanish 
 

And for koinonia to exist, there ought to be some measure of contrast 

 Accolades from the world do not make you righteous 

 You may good at finance- or your career- but these are means to an end- not the end themselves 
 

Koinonia is the outer expression of an inner quality 

 The church body  
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As the scripture says, 
1 JN 2.15 

Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not 

in him. 
16 

For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, 

but is of the world. 
17 

And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever. 
 

Illus- Community Meals 
 

I have been pleased to see the church transition to community meals 

 Back in the day, it was for seniors only 

 And it helped to inspire koinonia 
 

But the meal itself- and providing it- is not the koinonia 

 Rather, it what’s expressed instead 

 Compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience 
 

2. Righteousness Is The Action That Lends Itself To Holiness- Both Are Needed For Koinonia To Exist 
 

In a simple way, to be righteous is to perform certain actions 

 To be holy is to have a certain state of being 

 And the two are connected- you can perform righteous action and yet not be holy 

 But to be holy, you will be righteous 
 

Illus- Righteous Brothers 
 

When I was growing up my father had these old 33rpm LP’s 

 He liked the Statler Brothers 

 Oak Ridge Boys 

 Elvis Presley 

 Country music mostly 
 

My mother was more of a pop music person 

 But in her house she grew up with a Victrola, the turntable that had a handle to it 

 You had to turn the handle to get the 78rpm record to play 
 

One group my father liked was the Righteous Brothers 

 You’ve Lost That Loving Feeling 

 Unchained Melody 
 

They got their name when someone in the audience yelled out, “That was righteous, brothers!” 

 They weren’t brothers 

 But the name stuck 
 

To be saintly is to be set apart- sanctified- holy 

 And those who are will be righteous 
 

But lest we think we achieve it ourselves, it takes the Spirit to make it true 

 If I am in the world- and still of the world- then I am not righteous or holy 

 We must be in the world- but not of the world- that’s what it takes for koinonia to exist 
 

II. FOR KOINONIA TO EXIST- IT MUST RELATIONAL (vs. 13-14) 
COL 3:13 Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord 

forgave you. COL 3:14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 
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One of the great experiences in Christian living is being able to give and receive 

 The wheat give to the tares, and the tares become wheat 
 

1. Koinonia Is A Reciprocal Relationship- Not An Academic Religion Or Intellectual Exercise 
 

Illus- Marriage Motives 
 

One of the clearest examples of spiritual growth through reciprocal relationships is getting married 
 

if you are married- you took vows- for a lifetime 

 We call it “…for better or worse…”  

 Or, “…till death do us part…” 
 

Marriage will change you- either for better or worse- depending on reciprocation 

 

And you can observe it, the two have become one 

 They complete each other’s sentences- anticipate the others’ needs 

 They talk the same, argue the same, and even look the same 
 

2. Koinonia Means To Love- For God Is Love- Even If It’s Not Reciprocated In Return 
 

Think what your life would be like if people did not share with you 

 Love you 

 Forgive you 
 

When Jesus issued the Golden Rule, there was no mention of what the other will do 

 He doesn’t say, Do unto others after they have done unto you 
 

Jesus says, 
LK 6.31 

Do to others as you would have them do to you. 
 

And Paul says, 
GAL 6.2 

Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.  
 

And James says, 
JAS 2.1 

My brothers and sisters, believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ must not show favoritism. 
 

And Peter says, 
1 PET 2.9 

But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the 

praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 
10 

Once you were not a people, but now you are the 

people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
 

III. AND LASTLY, FOR KOINONIA TO EXIST- IT MUST REASSURING (vs. 15) 
COL 3:15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be 

thankful. 
 

All of us need reassurance- that we are not walking through life all alone.  

 Christ is with us- and through fellowship we make it real 

 That is why it is the heart of a church- it is the real presence of Jesus 
 

Illus- Reassurance 
 

People need to be reassured… 

 Consider the ushers who minister to people by welcoming them to church and finding a seat 

 Consider the fellowship meal- where there are folks who live alone at home 
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 Consider the youth & children- that need grafting in to the body- like a new believer 

 Consider the church committees- helping people to do ministry 
 

When we have koinonia, we enter into the life of the spirit, together 

 We make it “real,” “relational,” and “reassuring” 

 All of which makes living life together a wonderful experience together 

 For you can’t live the Christian life alone 
 

Conclusion 

Experiencing life together is the heart of the church 

 It reflects our true life in Christ  

 So make it real, extend yourself, give of yourself 

 And as you do you will please God, please others, and bless yourself too. It is exactly what Jesus would 

want you to do. 
 

Invitation offer… 
 

End of Sermon Prayer 
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Disclaimer: I wish to express my gratitude to all the saints before me who are traveling the Narrow Way. Their love and generosity is reflected in my own humble 

efforts to prepare sermons for the body of Christ. Grace and Peace. 

 


