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DIVING DEEP IN PRAYER 

Luke 18.1-8 

(The Parable of the Unjust Judge) 
LK 18:1 Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up. LK 18:2 He 

said: "In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared about men. LK 18:3 And there was a widow 

in that town who kept coming to him with the plea, `Grant me justice against my adversary.' LK 18:4 "For some time he 

refused. But finally he said to himself, `Even though I don't fear God or care about men, LK 18:5 yet because this widow 

keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so that she won't eventually wear me out with her coming!' " LK 18:6 

And the Lord said, "Listen to what the unjust judge says. LK 18:7 And will not God bring about justice for his chosen 

ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? LK 18:8 I tell you, he will see that they get 

justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?" 
 

Intro 

Looking to this question, all of us ought to be able to answer affirmatively 
 

Ques- Would you say prayer, and faith go together? 

 Jesus said, “Pray and never give up” 

 For as we see here, there is more to prayer than getting your prayers answered 
 

Illus- Prayer Life 
 

A few days ago a question was asked… 
 

Ques- When the Bible says “God will not hear your prayers”… does that mean he can’t hear you, or that he 

won’t hear you? 

 God has a goal in mind for you 

 But some are in such a rush they don’t let God lead them to the answer 

 And they give up 
 

This misunderstanding- or misapplication- not only affects the quality of one’s devotional life 

 It also impacts the quality of our daily life 

 What is accomplished 

 The kind of person one becomes 

 What choices one makes 

 And our happiness or lack of it too 
 

And that is why Jesus tells this parable 
 

Many people… they will say there are many things these days to pray for 

 Coronavirus 

 Bad government 

 Riots in the streets 

 Declining morality everywhere we go 

 Less love 

 Less friendliness 

 More fighting 

 More anxiety 
 

Ques- And should we not pray for these things? 

 Is that something you do? 
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We have at our disposal a great privilege- and also a great power 

 And the parable says that too 

 It is available, but it is not automatic 
 

Illus- Praying 
 

Many can remember how they were taught to pray growing up. 

 There was grace at the meals 

 But there was also prayer at the bedside 

 Many of you may have learned to pray that way 
 

Ques- Maybe you can recite with me this bedtime prayer? 
 

Now I lay me down to sleep. 

I pray the Lord my soul to keep. 

If I should die before I wake, 

I pray to God my soul to take. 
 

Now, when someone is learning, prayers are just this way 

 They are simple 

 They may be short 
 

Ques- But are they any less sophisticated than a prayer from the greatest saint? 
 

Prayer is much more than the words you choose 
 

When we say about God, “He’s got the whole world in his hands,” it is literally true 

 And what he has, he CAN give you 

 Think of what happens when you invoke God in your prayers… 
 

1. A Whole New World Opens Up- What We Call Kingdom Authority 
 

Jesus says again and again to pray in meekness, to be humble and contrite- to be spiritual people living a life of 

prayer 

 This is what he did, and he expects disciples to do the same 

 And the reason for this is not always what one thinks 
 

Illus- Mute Button  
 

Ques- Every once in a while, have you accidentally hit the mute button on you cell phone? 

 It always happens when you don’t want it to happen 

 The mute button might be in a very inconvenient place 
 

You are talking to someone- but they don’t seem to be hearing you 

 So you quickly start jabbing that button to turn it off  

 But usually they do notice, and it is about that time you hear them say, 
 

“Could you say that again? I couldn’t quite hear you” 
 

Prayer keeps the lines of communication open both ways- And that’s also the goal 

 To get in on the action that God has in mind to do 
 

What we don’t want to do is be like Adam and Eve… 
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GEN 3.8 
And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid 

themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden. 
9 
And the LORD God called unto Adam, 

and said unto him, Where art thou? 
 

2. Prayer Is What A Disciple Lives By- It Is Not Of This World- And That Is Why It Is Misunderstood By 

This World 
 

God’s power is- without doubt- the power that rules the world 
 

Illus- Swimming 
 

Think back when you learned to swim…you had to learn to get in the deep end of the pool 

 You had to learn to float 

 And the basic movements 
 

Ques- Maybe you got good enough and were on the swim team? 

 Maybe you like surfing/water today? 

 As kids, maybe you got your scuba diving licenses 
 

That’s another step forward in being in the water 

 And because it requires sophistication, you need to know what you are doing 

 There is equipment 

 But there are also hazards in the water 
 

And for some, it scares them out of the water 

 They just dip their toe in, if that 
 

The times are such that powerful, effective prayer is what is needed now 

 To dive deep 

 Not “dip one’s toe” in the water 

 And not float on the surface 
 

I. THE ONLY WAY TO DEVELOP A DEEP AND POWERFUL PRAYER LIFE THAT HAS IMPACT 

IS BY LIVING ONE’S PRAYER LIFE (vs. 1-3) 
LK 18:1 Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up. LK 18:2 He 

said: "In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared about men. LK 18:3 And there was a widow 

in that town who kept coming to him with the plea, `Grant me justice against my adversary.' 
 

When it comes to prayer, some try to learn by reading about it  

 That’s a step in the right direction 

 But there is far more- far, far, more- to it than that 
 

Illus- Prayer of Jabez 
 

A popular little book by Bruce Wilkinson called The Prayer of Jabez, became an international best seller in 

2000. 

 It was a commercial success 

 And it was based on the verse in 1 Chron 4.10… 
 
1 CHRON 4.10 

Jabez cried out to the God of Israel, “Oh, that you would bless me and enlarge my territory! Let your hand be 

with me, and keep me from harm so that I will be free from pain.” And God granted his request. 
 

Ques- Would you like God to enlarge your territory? 

 To enlarge your prayer life? 
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 To enlarge your family/friends/financial/social/intellectual/faith/love/ministry life also? 
 

Ques- Consider your prayer life- how do you define it? 

 Could it be the power you want and need is available already? 

 So what is the depth and quality of yours looks like? 
 

There is prayer and fasting 

There is prayer and meditating 

There is prayer and listening to the still, small voice 

There is prayer and interceding 

…you can keep adding to the list 
 

Ques- How many of these are you doing? 

 In all these ways you increase the depth and weight of your faith 

 To pray a couple of minutes a day- regularly- misses the mark 
 

As Jesus says, 
LK 18:8 When the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?" 

 

Faith has depth and weight to it 

 It is to be of “quality” 

 And it can’t be faked 

 It is always on display 
 

1. That Is Why The True Test Of One’s Prayer Life Is Consistency- God’s Not Deaf To One’s Prayers- But 

He Does Expect Disciples To Pray And Not Give Up 
 

God wants faithful disciples- the kind that aren’t afraid of the water 

 Not afraid of diving deep 

 His redemptive plan is not going to stop  
 
ROM 8.38 

For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor 

any powers,
39 

neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 

God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

And that’s what the woman who wanted justice in the parable was like 

 And her determination to “consistently” put herself in the judge’s path made all the difference 
 

II. A DEEP AND POWERFUL PRAYER LIFE ALSO TAKES COURAGE- PRAYERS THAT ARE 

ANSWERED MAY REQUIRE PARTICIPATION IN THE ANSWERS GOD GIVES YOU (vs. 4-5) 
LK 18:4 "For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, `Even though I don't fear God or care about men, LK 

18:5 yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so that she won't eventually wear me out 

with her coming!' " 
 

Ques- Can you imagine the potential of a consistent, deep, rigorous prayer life? 

 God answers prayers many times in many ways 

 Sometimes surprising 
 

1. Praying That Gets Results Proves To The World That You Are What You Say You Are- You Walk By 

Faith- Not By Sight 
 

Ques- Have you ever had a worry so big you couldn’t get your mind off it? 

 A big test 

 A job interview 
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 A surgery 
 

Yet so many expect others to do their praying for them 

 And never dive deep themselves  
 

Illus- Multivitamins 
 

Ques- But how many would forget to take their prescription medication from their doctors? 

 How many would give up a meal for extended prayer time with God? 
 

Sometimes, prayer requires great courage- like Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane 
 

2. And Christians Will Have Courage- If They Are Diving Deep All The Time 
 

Jesus knew his disciples need it 

 That is why he says to do it 
 

Illus- Prayer Is Non Optional 
 

The disciple marches to the tune of a different drummer 

 They redefine life spiritually 

 They are sensitive to the Spirit- not the newspapers 

 They are in tune with God’s mission- not YouTube or the radio 

 They are stepping out in faith- and not depending on others living righteously for them 
 

Ques- If you are marching in step with the world- what does that make you? 

 Worldly 

Ques- If you are marching to the tune of the Spirit- what does that make you? 

 Spiritual 
 

But it will take courage- to do what others are afraid to do- as Jesus says… 
JN 16.33 

“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! 

I have overcome the world.” 
 

III. THAT IS WHY WE DIVE DEEP IN PRAYER- PRAYER DOESN’T CHANGE THE CHARACTER 

OF GOD- IT CHANGES THE CHARACTER OF ME AND YOU (vs. 6-8) 
LK 18:6 And the Lord said, "Listen to what the unjust judge says. LK 18:7 And will not God bring about justice for his 

chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? LK 18:8 I tell you, he will see that they 

get justice, and quickly.  
 

What the woman did, disciples can certainly do too 

 And that’s what Jesus is saying 

 Pray constantly, if you expect to have a powerful, effective prayer life  
 

1. That’s Also The Way To Discover God’s Will For You- The Deeper Your Prayer Life- The Fewer Missteps 

You Will Have In Your Life Too 
 

As the Bible says, 
JER 29.11 

For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give 

you hope and a future. 
12 

Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. 
13 

You will seek me 

and find me when you seek me with all your heart.  
 

Illus- Superhuman Strength 
 

Like so many others my age, we all grew up just as TV was getting more interesting 
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 I mentioned Saturday morning cartoons a couple of Sundays ago 

 When the likes of the Bugs Bunny & Roadrunner were on 

 And also Popeye the Sailor Man 

 But there were other shows, like the Lone Ranger, and Superman, the Green Hornet, and Batman 
 

And all within the short span of 30 minutes  

 They beat up the bad guys 

 Won the admiration of the good guys 

 And save the city from crime 
 

Ques- But if you notice, they all had access to an edge- or a power- that the bad guys did not have 

 For Popeye it was spinach 

 For the Green Hornet, it was gadgets- and there was Kato (a martial arts expert) 

 Superman was born that way (unless he got near kryptonite) 

 And Batman and Robin were much like the Green Hornet and Kato 
 

They had access to a strength beyond that which the ordinary man has 

 In a sense, you are a superhero too 

 And you can avail yourself of it if you so choose 
 

Ques- Now, you might be saying, “That’s not true,” but what is prayer then- if not access to the greatest power 

source of them all? 

 It makes you superhuman, doesn’t it? 

 And not just anyone can have it 
 

As the Bible says, 
JAS 5.16 

 The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. 
 

Ques- Do you pray that way? 

 To pray that way is to empower your life 

 And not to pray that way is to guarantee a life of mediocrity 
 

Conclusion 

Diving deep is what you should be doing- like the woman obsessed with justice- Jesus says disciples are to be 

like her  

 So keep diving- the longer the better- and start if you are not 

 It strengthens your faith 

 And with it comes supernatural power 

 Power to overcome the world 
 

Ques- And who doesn’t want that? 
 

End of Sermon Prayer 
 
January 31, 2021 

Fort Barnwell Baptist Church 
Fort Barnwell, NC  28526 

 
Reese Blanchett 2021 

Sermon outlines may be used for preaching and teaching purposes 

But may not be published or sold. 
 
Disclaimer: I wish to express my gratitude to all the saints before me who are traveling the Narrow Way. Their love and generosity is reflected in my own humble 
efforts to prepare sermons for the body of Christ. Grace and Peace. 

 


