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WHEN COMMUNITY BREAKS DOWN 

(Parable of the Good Samaritan) 

Luke 10.25-37 

LK 10:25 On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. "Teacher," he asked, "what must I do to inherit 

eternal life?" LK 10:26 "What is written in the Law?" he replied. "How do you read it?" LK 10:27 He answered: " `Love 

the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind' ; and, 

`Love your neighbor as yourself.' " LK 10:28 "You have answered correctly," Jesus replied. "Do this and you will live." 

LK 10:29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?" 
 

LK 10:30 In reply Jesus said: "A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he fell into the hands of robbers. 

They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. LK 10:31 A priest happened to be going 

down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. LK 10:32 So too, a Levite, when he came 

to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. LK 10:33 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man 

was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. LK 10:34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and 

wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, took him to an inn and took care of him. LK 10:35 The next day he took 

out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper. `Look after him,' he said, `and when I return, I will reimburse you for 

any extra expense you may have.' LK 10:36 "Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into 

the hands of robbers?"  
 

LK 10:37 The expert in the law replied, "The one who had mercy on him." Jesus told him, "Go and do likewise." 
 

Intro 

There is an expectation that as we Christians ought to act differently than non-Christians. After all, we claim… 

• To love one another as God loves us 

• To rise above the way the world lives, acts, and believes 

• That’s the way anyone can know that we are different than they are 
 

Jesus makes this point when he says, 
JN 13.35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another. 
 

But this is not all there is to Christian conduct and the Christian vision 
 

To only preach evangelistically- as some do- is not the same thing as feeding one’s flock as the days, weeks, 

months, and years go by 

• The calling is to preach the “whole counsel” of God 

• Not go after the quick fix- there is more to discipline- to be sustainable in the long run 

• And that is why Jesus gives us these words today 
 

You may have heard the words, The proof is in the pudding 

• We know that means there is substance there 

• Not mere appearances 

• Not mere talk 
 

But the proof is in the pudding doesn’t go far enough- rather, the proof in the pudding is in the eating 

• And that is what the second question- Who is my neighbor?- is all about 

• Jesus told him what it means to be saved 

• But he didn’t stop there, for salvation means nothing if you don’t love your neighbor through unmerited 

acts of service also 
 

Ques- So why would Jesus qualify salvation with loving one’s neighbor? 

• Jesus did not say love God or your neighbor 
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• Nor did he say, just love God 

• Jesus said the answer includes both- not one without the other 
 

1. If We Have To Ask The Question- Who Is My Neighbor- Then How Can We Claim To Be In The Kingdom? 
 

Ques- Can we claim to be any different than the expert in the Law? 

• The question this man asks is crucial 

• For many assume that because they claim to love God that they are right with God 

• Yet how many times have we heard someone say something similar- only to hate their neighbors? 
 

As Galatians 6.2 says, 
GAL 6.2 Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. 
 

According to Jesus, eternal life is not just believing something specific but doing something specific too 

• When we love our neighbor we begin to see the results of real community 

• But when we don’t we see community breaking down 
 

Now think about what you see in your community… 

• You might say, “Well, I don’t hate anybody.”  

• But notice how Jesus puts it, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”  
 

Jesus has a way of putting a face on things 

• He makes it personal 

• It comes out of your heart (not just your mind, and not just your mouth) 

• But it is also evident in other ways too- like service 
 

2. And That Is How Community Breaks Down- It Breaks Down When There Is A Common Mission But A 

Different Vision 
 

Illus- Worship Wars 
 

The clearest example in the church today is the conflict over worship 

• Go to any Baptist Church 

• The marquis will say Southern Baptist 

• And on the inside you see electric guitars, drum sets, electric pianos, projectors and screens 
 

Then go down the street to another Baptist Church 

• Once again, the marquis will say Southern Baptist 

• But now on the inside you see pipe organs, choirs, and vestments  
 

Ques- So what is the problem here? 

• Neither one looks the same  

• Substance is there- but style is entirely different 

• One is contemporary and the other is traditional 

• And some churches can and often do both 
 

But as we know, the ones who have a vested interest in their programs will fight you to the death if you try and 

change it 

• They will call you wrong 

• You will die a death of a thousand cuts 
 

Jesus says, 
JN 4.24 God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.” 
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Ques- That’s the mission- of course- but what’s the vision? 

• Do you see the dilemma? 

• Now you know how community breaks down 
 

Who is my neighbor is a great question to ask 

• He answered the expert in the Law by saying- you know the letter of the Law- but not its spirit 

• For you can’t say you love God and hate your neighbor 
 

Ques- Salvation includes both- and isn’t that what Jesus tells us to do? 

1. First, we need to know who God is to love him 

2. Second, we must love ourselves and embrace our own brokenness- for we cannot transmit what we 

haven’t got 

3. Thirdly, we need to see ourselves in our brother- for he is broken too 

4. Fourthly, we must love him in his brokenness- for Jesus gives us no option in building the kingdom 
 

That is what Jesus called us to do- and so he tells this expert in the law 

• This is where you are lacking 

• And this is what you must do 
 

I. SO HOW DO YOU ANSWER…WHO IS OUR NEIGHBOR? (vs. 30-32) 
LK 10:30 In reply Jesus said: "A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he fell into the hands of robbers. 

They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. LK 10:31 A priest happened to be going 

down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. LK 10:32 So too, a Levite, when he came 

to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. LK 10:33 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man 

was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 
 

It is always nice to see people getting along- some people like to eat together 

• Others like to play, work, or study together 

• And we do these things out of common interests 
 

Illus- Common Interests 
 

In school, all of my friends were like that- common interests… 

1. Playing on the football team 

2. Trying to pass organic chemistry 

3. Needing a ride to school and back 

4. The friends I made in English class 
 

We are still that way- common interests bind us together 
 

Ques- But how interested would we be in the other person if we were not thrown in together? 
 

When Jesus answers the question… Who is my neighbor?- He is making no such distinction 

• Note that the Priest, the Levite, the Samaritan, and the injured man- no one knew the other 

• But Jesus says only one of them was a friend 
 

It is good to stop right here and see what Jesus is saying 

• You are not a friend to the injured man because you know him 

• You are not a friend to the man because he makes you feel good- or that he loves you 

• You are not a friend to the man because he is from your own hometown 
 

Ques- Jesus says none of that at all- so what is the distinction that Jesus is making? 
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1. Our Neighbors Include People Like Us- And People Not Like Us 
 

Illus- Mayberry RFD 
 

The Common Man- folks like Aunt Bea, Floyd the Barber, and Opie 
 

The Robber- usually someone coming through town, or some unknown fellow in the story 
 

The Religious/Moral Man- we could say it is implied in Andy and even Barney 
 

The Outcast Man- our dear friend Otis the town alcoholic 
 

All of these men and women are part of our community also, and Jesus commands us not to make distinctions 

among them 

• To see differences is to pronounce judgment upon them 

• We are not called to do that 
 

2. Every Person Is Our Neighbor 
 

Illus- Cuban Miami 
 

Growing up in Miami it was easy to see the cultural distinctions all around you 

• There is the Hispanic community- Calle Ocho- the area where most of them lived 

• There is the Black community- called Liberty City 

• There is Miami Beach- the Jewish community  

• There is the Haitian community- called Little Haiti- the best known neighborhood of Haitian exiles in 

the world 

• There is the white community- that makes up 17% of the rest 

• 71% of Miami’s population speaks another language other than English 
 

Ques- Can we have community if we don’t know who our neighbor is? 

• But even that is not enough 

• There is more than just knowing who our neighbor is… 
 

II. AND THAT LEADS TO THE NEXT QUESTION… WHAT IS OUR DUTY? (vs. 30-36) 
LK 10:30 In reply Jesus said: "A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he fell into the hands of robbers. 

They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. LK 10:31 A priest happened to be going 

down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. LK 10:32 So too, a Levite, when he came 

to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. LK 10:33 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man 

was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. LK 10:34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and 

wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, took him to an inn and took care of him. LK 10:35 The next day he took 

out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper. `Look after him,' he said, `and when I return, I will reimburse you for 

any extra expense you may have.' LK 10:36 "Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into 

the hands of robbers?"  
 

Illus- Fender Bender 
 

Ques- Have you ever seen somebody back into a car, hear the crunch and feel the cars bump, and then not 

even get out of their car to see what damage they might have done?  
 

They don’t want to know, because if they see the damage, they will feel more responsible for it. So they put 

their car in drive and move on 
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That is exactly what the Priest and the Levite do. They know there is a need, they know someone is hurt; and 

they even go out of their way to avoid this man. 
 

Ques- Suppose you were ther and you come across this man- what would you do? 
 

1. Our Response Should Be The Same As What Christ’s Response Would Be 
 

Illus- Modern Day Samaritan? 
 

Now, imagine if it was you on the side of the road 

• You are in an accident 

• One car is badly mangled 

• Two bodies that appear badly hurt in the gravel on the side of the road 
 

Ques- What do you do? 

• Do you act like the Samaritan would do? 

• Calm the hysterical? 

• Help the hurt? 

• Call for help? 
 

Now, suppose you do make an emergency phone call, and the answer you get is, “Oh, can’t help you mister. We 

may be just up the street from you, but that’s not our jurisdiction. There is another 4x farther up the road- yeah, 

they’re in that jurisdiction. But thank you for calling”…and they go right back to their coffee and TV 
 

Ques- If that was you on the side of the street badly hurt- is that what you want to hear? 
 

What a tragedy to restrict our lives to such an extent  

• The kingdom is not composed of black people and white people 

• Nor is it a community of Baptists only 
 

As 1 Jn 4.20 says, 
1 JN 4.20 Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. For whoever does not love their brother and sister, 

whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen. 
 

For as we serve our neighbor we serve ourselves also 
 

III. AND LASTLY WE CAN ASK… WHERE IS OUR OPPORTUNITY? (vs. 37) 
LK 10:37 The expert in the law replied, "The one who had mercy on him." Jesus told him, "Go and do likewise." 
 

The command of Christ is clear 
 

Jesus demands that we show tolerance of race, class distinctions, and ethnicity, because we are all on equal 

ground at the foot of the cross.  
 

Christ died or all… 

• Even the thief on the cross who was never baptized 

• Even the High Priest and Pilate (who ordered his death) 

• Even for Judas (who later betrayed him) 

• Even for the woman taken in adultery 
 

Ques- If Jesus did not show partiality, then why should we?  

• Jesus showed mercy and compassion: Why not us? 
 

Now, there are many applications in this parable. But Jesus told this parable to the scholar who tried to justify 

himself.  
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This is a story that reveals the hearts of men, and there are three: 

1. The Ones Who Are Indifferent- these are the uncaring and unsympathetic ones 

2. The Ones Who Display Idle Curiosity- these are the busybodies who gossip but don’t do anything either 

3. The Ones Who Display Practical Sympathy- they are the compassionate ones 
 

Of the three only one is judged righteous by Jesus 
 

Conclusion 

You can know your scripture, you might be able to memorize lots of it, you might even hold a degree or be an 

influential person in the community. You might have lots of friends 
 

Now in our community there are… 

1. Common Men 

2. Criminal Men 

3. Religious Men 

4. Outcast Men 
 

All of them are a part of this community.  
 

Community breaks down when we make distinctions. The Samaritan got it right, and the others- who should 

have known better- got it wrong.  

 

The scripture here is clear. Now we have the answer. Now we just need to go about doing it. 
 

End of Sermon Prayer 
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