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WHAT DRIVES YOUR LIFE? 

Jeremiah 29.11-13 

JER 29:11 For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to 

give you hope and a future. JER 29:12 Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. JER 

29:13 You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. 
 

Intro 

God is a good God 

 He knows what is best for us 

 With a plan that is special to us 

 But like other promises, commands, and covenants- we too have a role intended to satisfy 

 

Illus- Technology 
 

This seems to run contrary to what we might think 

 We know God created us all 

 But God also created us with free will 

 Had he not done so, we would merely have been a machine- a robot 
 

Love demands free will 
 

I was reading an article the other day about the rapid change in technology…  

 Machine to machine learning 

 5G telecommunications 

 Artificial intelligence 

 Robotics 

 Gene therapy 

 Driverless cars 
 

Illus- The Jetson’s Technology is now upon us 

 As in the movie, The Day The Earth Stood Still 
 

But technology can go only so far 

 There is still no cure for the common cold 

 Cancer still threatens us all 

 No one can cure old age 

 What to think of nuclear weapons- never did we create a weapon we didn’t use 
 

Illus- Old Age 
 

You might wake up some mornings with all these aches and pains 

 Back hurts, Joints stiff, Acid indigestion, Cataract surgery arthritis 

 There isn’t a pill you can take for some things 
 

You might recall when a family member- mind began to fail 

 Forgetfulness turned to dementia 

 Dementia turned to Alzheimer’s 

 They might not remember your name- no cure 
 

Ques- Are any of you 35 and holding? 
 

For many people, what drives their lives is the pills they take 
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Illus- Prescription Medicine 
 

I was reading an article that said USA spends $610 billion dollars on prescription medicine 

 Each year the average American spends $1,112 on prescription drugs 

 And that’s just to keep it together 

 What to speak of those aches and pains for which there is no cure 
 

Technology cannot solve everything 

 All of us must face that truth 

 And that is why the wise seek God 
 

1. Technology Cannot Solve What Ails The Human Heart 
 

As Jesus says, 
MT 16.26 

What good will it be for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? Or what can anyone give in 

exchange for their soul?  
 

When Jesus uses the word soul, he is referring to the real you- not the physical heart, but the center of your 

being, your soul (the real you) 
 

The heart of the matter is the heart- for as the scriptures tell us… 
 

2. God’s Plan Is Redemptive- He Seeks To Redeem, Restore, Renew- But Desire Is Needed On Our Part Too 
 

As God tells Jeremiah, 
JER 29:13 You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. 
 

Illus- Google Maps 
 

I was in SC a few years on a mission trip when our Baptist Men’s group got lost on the highway 

 Doing relief works means you go from house to house 

 You finish one, drive to another 
 

At the time we were in North Myrtle Beach 

 And one of our team members pulled out his Google Maps 
 

Up to this time I never used Google Maps 

 I had an app on my smart phone, but half the time it didn’t work  

 But Google Maps gives you a map 

 And the names of the roads to turn on- with a reminder 

 It even talks to you  
 

Today, many of us use it successfully- but at the time I was so impressed  that I got some personal lessons and 

changed to it 

 But Google Maps will also give you maps from around the world 

 It even gives you satellite pictures from out in space 

 And it is free 
 

Google Maps is great technology, but you still have to drive your car 

 And know your destination 

 It is no good if you don’t know where to go 
 

Ques- And that’s the dilemma- who chooses the direction and purpose of our lives? 
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 God’s goal is our good 
 

As he says, 
JER 29:11 For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to 

give you hope and a future. 
 

But we do have to choose it, for spiritual life is not the same thing as successful life the way the world 

understands it 

 You can make a good living- and yet ruin your life 
 

God has a much larger purpose for us  

 Spiritual maturity should be our true goal 

 Only God can give it  

 But he will do so only when we allow him to drive our lives 
 

I. FOR GOD’S PLAN IS ALWAYS BETTER THAN OUR PLAN (vs. 11) 
JER 29:11 For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to 

give you hope and a future.  
 

God has in his mind exactly what is best for you 
 

Illus- What God Gives You, He Can Also Take Away 
 

I have heard a friend say many times, What God Gives You, He Can Also Take Away From You 
 

On the surface of it, we accept that truth 

 But we are always running here and there, when what we ought to do is wait upon the Lord 
 

Being a Baptist, I see it every day 

 We come to the end of the day and we are wiped out  

 Baptists are some of the busiest people I know 

 Working, Visiting, Vacations, Ministry, Family, Reunions 
 

Ques- But don’t you get too busy at times too? 
 

Waiting on the Lord does not mean you stop those things 

 And waiting on the Lord doesn’t mean do nothing 

 I know some people who have stayed in their Laz-y-boy chairs for so long that can’t get out 

 They die in it 
 

Have you ever heard the words, Be careful what you pray for as you just might get it? 

 To wait on the Lord is to allow him free reign 

 To define your life biblically 

 To see every action an act of ministry 
 

1. God’s Plan Takes Us Out Of The Driver’s Seat- And Puts Him In Control Once Again 
 

Illus- God Is My Co-Pilot 
 

There is a bumper sticker that explains this perfectly 

 It says, God is my co-pilot 

 But like much of what we see and say that sounds good- it is bad theology 
 

The scripture says, 
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ISA 55.8 
 “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares the LORD. 

9 
“As the heavens are 

higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
 

God intends to do great things through you 

 People depend on you 

 They might not know you 

 You offer them the faith you have found- just by living out the gospel where you are 
 

2. God Seeks To Work Through You- And As You Join In The Effort He Blesses You 
 

Illus- Satellite Radio 
 

In my car I have satellite radio 

 No commercials 

 News 24/7 

 Wide selection of music programming 
 

You can go on vacation and no matter where you go- you don’t lose coverage- always in tune to the station 

 None of this true with regular radio 

 You can be attuned to the right channel, but be far from hearing the station  
 

People who don’t know their purpose don’t remain attuned 

 They are so far out of tune they don’t know what drives their lives 

 They are driven by life- not by Christ 
 

II. GOD WILL NOT DRIVE YOUR LIFE UNTIL YOU CALL UPON HIM, COME TO HIM, AND 

COMMIT TO HIM IN YOUR LIFE (vs. 12) 
JER 29:12 Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. JER 29:13 You will seek me and 

find me when you seek me with all your heart. 
 

To call upon God means to pray to him 

 And when you do, a whole new world opens to you 
 

Illus- Sales Calls 
 

In our mid-week Bible study on the Sermon On The Mount we were talking about the minor irritations in life, 

that drive us to distraction 

 Every day I get these sales calls 

 Sometimes from the same sales person 
 

You know them as soon as they speak 

 Credit cards 

 Insurance 

 Car salesmen 
 

The answer is to get them to stop. The Do-Not-Call Registry helps, but not during a government shutdown 
 

I was talking to a friend the other day and they complained about these sales calls 

 So I told them to give me the numbers 

 And I told them I would enroll them 

 But the FTC is closed due to the government shutdown 
 

I guess they will have to put up with it a little longer 
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1. We Are So Driven To Distraction That We Become Increasingly Unable To Hear God’s Voice 
 

Illus- Social Media Popularity 
 

We are becoming a people who thrive on distractions 

 Entertainment 

 Drama 

 Gossip 

 Social media 
 

I was reading the other day that Facebook has 2.27 billion users around the world 

 And it is the most popular social network worldwide 

 We absolutely thrive on noise in our lives 
 

Ques- Could you go through a day without TV? 

 Without phones? 

 Without talking? 
 

God spoke to Elijah in a still, small voice (1 Kings 19.11-13) 

God spoke to Joseph in the quiet of the night- during a dream (Mt. 1.20) 

God speaks and says, Be still and know that I am God (Ps. 46.10) 
 

2. It Is Only When We Are Still- And Get Out Of The Driver Seat- That God Takes Over 
 

Illus- Wrong Way Sign 
 

When I was young I remember going to my grandparent’s house in Miami 

 Miami is a large city, so we had to travel part of the way on the highway 

 I remember sitting in the back seat 

 We were slowing down from the deceleration lane when I looked behind me 
 

There was a sign that said, Wrong Way 

 And it was a rectangular sign in red 
 

Ques- And I remember thinking, Who would ever want to go the wrong way? 
 

God seeks to help us, for without him it is like driving in the wrong direction 

 Christians can’t fulfill their calling apart from hearing from God 

 We will make mistakes 

 Misplaced drives can destroy your spiritual life, no matter how successful in the world you are 
 

III. BUT THE PROMISE IS THOSE WHO SEEK GOD- FIND GOD (vs. 13) 
JER 29:13 You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. 
 

If you know what you are seeking- if you really know yourself- then you will find Him 

 For God’s plan is that you do some seeking 

 And if you do, he will lead you in such a way you will find him 

 That’s the promise 
 

As Jesus says, 
MT 7.7 

“Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 
8 
For everyone 

who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened. 
 

1. But We Must Seek And Ask- The Door Is Open To Those Who Do 
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Illus- Jesus Never Failed To Bless Anyone Who Comes To Him 
 

Jesus never failed to bless anyone who comes to him 

 The 10 Lepers 

 The Centurion And His Servant 

 The Feeding Of The 5,000 And 4,000 

 The Woman At The Well 

 The Man Born Blind 

 Zacchaeus In The Sycamore Tree 

 The Woman Who Anointed His Feet 
 

God never fails, and he can easily answer any prayer 

 But note what he says- there is one condition… 
 

JER 29:13 You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. 
 

Conclusion 

Ques- What drives your life, or are you driven by life? 

 If so, then it is time to let Jesus Christ drive your life 
 
JN 3.16 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 

eternal life. 
17 

For God did not send his Son into the world to judge the world, but to save the world through him. 
 

Let Jesus Christ drive your life 

 If you seek you will find- that’s a promise- and he will bless your life as well 
 

Invitation offer… 
 

Hymn of Invitation  
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