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WHAT EVERY SPIRIT-FILLED CHRISTIAN OUGHT TO FORGET 

Numbers 11.4-17 

(Life In The Spirit Series) 
NU 11.4 The rabble with them began to crave other food, and again the Israelites started wailing and said, “If only we had 

meat to eat! 5 We remember the fish we ate in Egypt at no cost—also the cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions and 

garlic.6 But now we have lost our appetite; we never see anything but this manna!” 7 The manna was like coriander 

seed and looked like resin. 8 The people went around gathering it, and then ground it in a hand mill or crushed it in a 

mortar. They cooked it in a pot or made it into loaves. And it tasted like something made with olive oil. 9 When the 

dew settled on the camp at night, the manna also came down. 10 Moses heard the people of every family wailing at the 

entrance to their tents. The LORD became exceedingly angry, and Moses was troubled. 11 He asked the LORD, “Why have 

you brought this trouble on your servant? What have I done to displease you that you put the burden of all these people on 

me? 12 Did I conceive all these people? Did I give them birth? Why do you tell me to carry them in my arms, as a nurse 

carries an infant, to the land you promised on oath to their ancestors? 13 Where can I get meat for all these people? They 

keep wailing to me, ‘Give us meat to eat!’ 14 I cannot carry all these people by myself; the burden is too heavy for me. 15 If 

this is how you are going to treat me, please go ahead and kill me—if I have found favor in your eyes—and do not let me 

face my own ruin.” 16 The LORD said to Moses: “Bring me seventy of Israel’s elders who are known to you as leaders and 

officials among the people. Have them come to the tent of meeting, that they may stand there with you. 17 I will come 

down and speak with you there, and I will take some of the power of the Spirit that is on you and put it on them. They will 

share the burden of the people with you so that you will not have to carry it alone.  
 

Intro 

If there is one thing all of us identify with- it is food 

• We make a big deal of it 

• Our culture regulates how we choose it 

• We define our friends by it 

• We live our lives centered on it 

 

Illus- Do This In Remembrance Of Me 

Consider our Lord’s Supper last Sunday 

• We are invited to the Lord’s Table- and it was centered on the bread and the wine 

• For the image he was portraying- it could not have been any more clear 

• It was through the breaking of the bread 

• That he wanted to entwine his life- into our lives 

• And he used the dinner table to do it 

 

Ques- Do you remember his words? 
LK 22.19 And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body given for you; do this 

in remembrance of me.” 

 

An invitation to the Lord’s Table is not to be taken lightly 

• As ordinances go, we are “…reminded to remember…” that we don’t go through life alone 

• Whether it is a cross 

• A new birth 

• An illness, crisis, or victory of some sort 

• Jesus is right there with us 

 

There are some things that we are reminded to remember- but conversely, there are some things we would just 

rather forget 

• Even in the food we eat 
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• So we can identify with the Israelites here 
 

But here’s the thing… 

• What they complained about became for them a tradition was passed down from generation to 

generation 

• Their wanderings in the desert defined them 

• It was tough- of course- but out of sheer necessity it was the common experience of all of them that held 

them together 
 

Illus- Chitlins 
 

It wasn’t so long ago that I saw pig tails on a plate 

• I thought my hosts were joking until I actually saw them 
 

Recently I was having a conversation about food when the subject of chitlins came up 
 

Unless you are from the south, people might think you are strange for eating chitlins 

• Some won’t eat liver and onions 

• Collards too 

• And I am sure there are certain foods you will not eat no matter what 
 

The Israelites were no different- they had grown accustomed to the food in Egypt- and they wanted something 

more than just manna 

• But God had other ideas 

• And that- I believe- is what’s instructive for us here 

 

Ques- For example, Must you always like what it is that God gives you? 

• If it is disagreeable- does it cause you to doubt? 

• Does it cause you to say God does not like you? 

• Do you question God? 
 

The Israelites asked these questions- and I contend that at times we do too 

• But here’s the thing 

• To be a chosen people- as the Israelites were- you also must be a rescued people too 

• And as they were- we are too 

 

And that’s the price of our freedom 

• We are not our own any more 

• We are bought with a price 

 

And to have that freedom- there are things that must change 

• It’s one thing to say it- and quite another to do it 

• But the sooner we do, the quicker we can adjust and adapt to a new reality that’s already upon us  
 

1. We Need To Forget That Trials & Tribulations Are Always A Bad Thing 
 

Ques- Consider that question from the testimony of scripture… 

• Without the wilderness- is there a Promised Land? 

• Without the cross- is there a resurrection? 

• Without the punishment of sin- is there salvation? 
 

Illus- Boot Camp 
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I remember being in boot camp- once I got there I was looking for ways to get out 

• I was stuck there 

• They regiment every bit of your time 

• How much sleep 

• The food you eat 

• What you speak 

• What you learn 

• Everything you do 

 

It is the cost of incurred to keep you alive 

 

But in our day what we see is people who forgo minor inconveniences to embrace unwanted larger ones in their 

future 

• It shows up as giving up too easily 

• To be afraid to sweat a little 

• To complain too quickly 

• Or to think too selfishly 

 

God can- and does- remove trials and tribulations frequently, but it is also true that he does not tell us 

everything 

• He does not remove everything 

• Some things are kept- as a reminder to remember 

• Trails are not always a bad thing 

• The manna experience was only one 

• One which- to this day- serves as a reminder to remember 

 

2. Forget That Burdens Are Too Heavy To Bear 
 

Illus- What God Wants- God Gets 
 

By reading this scripture we can see how Moses was not happy about leading 

• He complained- and the people complained 

• He wanted to quit- and the people did too 

• I am sure that some didn’t like Moses- and wanted him removed 
 

BUT ALSO NOTE IT WAS NOT WHAT GOD WANTED AT ALL 

• He was taking them to the Promised Land 

• And to get there, they had to leave the comforts of home 

• They had to accept new leadership 

• They had to undergo new tasks 
 

For if they did not, they would have died in Egypt- and there would have been no need for a Promised Land 

• No Jewish Nation 

• No David 

• No Solomon 

• No future at all 
 

They would have been completely absorbed by a foreign culture- never to be heard from again 
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God’s will is always a privilege- even if it doesn’t seem so at the time 
 

3. There Is No Such Thing As Lone Ranger Christianity 
 

Illus- The Proof Is In The Pudding 

 

I was at Dot’s house one winter day when she made snow cream 

• And she asked me if it wanted some 

 

Ques- I was a little hesitant at first- I mean, where did she actually get that snow? 

• But I figured if she ate it, I could eat it 

• And it was pretty good too 

• I even got to help make it 

• Now, she didn’t have to do that- but she did 
 

Today I’ll eat snow cream- thanks to Dot 

• I now know what it is 

• And this is true over a long list of other things too 

 

In the same way, all spiritual giftedness- all godly ambitions- are cooperative ventures 

• We are not lone ranger Christians 

• We are not Christians in name only 

• We are not the judge of God’s actions 

 

God calls on us to cooperate 

• We don’t have to 

• But we are always better off when we do 

 

That’s just God’s way- there are some things we are reminded to remember, and some we are better off 

forgetting 

• A chosen people is a rescued people 

• And so we should be the first to see how going with God is the better thing to do 
 

I. SO NEVER COMPLAIN WHAT GOD GIVES YOU- IN EVERY TRIAL THERE IS OPPORTUNITY (vs. 4-5) 
NU 11.4 The rabble with them began to crave other food, and again the Israelites started wailing and said, “If only we had 

meat to eat! 5 We remember the fish we ate in Egypt at no cost—also the cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions and 

garlic.6 But now we have lost our appetite; we never see anything but this manna!” 

 

Illus- Cursive Writing 
 

I remember when I was in 1st grade. We had to learn cursive writing 

• I have heard that kids don’t do these things any more- I don’t know 

• I have heard that they learn on computers now 
 

But I remember those alphabet signs they used to post on the walls… 

• One of them was a capital letter 

• The other was a small letter 

• Both in block lettering and cursive lettering 
 

I remember how intimidating that was 
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Ques- But suppose I had done like the Israelites and just complained? 

• Complained about the food 

• Complained about the walk 

• Complained about the leadership 

• Complained about God 
 

But I have found that’s the way school is 

• Learning is sometimes difficult 

• And that’s why we value it as much as we do 
 

1. Whatever The Spirit Calls You To- The Spirit Will Lead You Through 

 

As Jesus told Paul, 
2 COR 12.9  “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” 
 

When I first came to NC, I had no winter clothes 

• Obviously, that all changed as temperatures kept dropping 
 

Illus- What Is The Coldest Weather You Have Been In 
 

I heard a story about a man who froze to death  

• He was found in the back of a convenience store 

• Where he had fallen asleep 

• He never woke up 
 

Temperatures have been pretty low lately- but they won’t stay that way 

• And that’s what I always think about my own trials 

• I see “through’ them 

• I look to the other side 

 

I don’t want to be like that man who gave up- and quit on himself and died 
 

God gives opportunity- but we do have to move 

• The best plans in the world won’t work- if we don’t 

 

The Spirit leads- but the Spirit favors the movers 
 

2. But To Benefit We Must Trust God In What We Do 

 

Going with God is different- it always confronts the depth of our faith… 

• He opens doors previously closed to you 

• He closes doors previously open to you 

• He empowers you 

• He brings people and resources to you 

• It is not a mystery- it is a daily a walk of faith you have been called to 
 

Whatever he calls you to- he sees you through 

 

But that also means desiring what God desires 

• He takes our time- and redeems it 

• He takes our lives- and empowers it 
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• He takes our gifts- and shares it 
 

Ques- But do we have to? 
 

Illus- 4 Yr Old Tying Shoes 
 

I remember when I was very little- I could not tie my own shoes 
 

I wanted to- but I didn’t know how to 

• And every time my mother got down to do it- I pushed her had away 

• I wanted to do 

• But every time I tried, I couldn’t do it 

• She had to do it 
 

For I didn’t know how- some mom did for me too 
 

Ques- Look to see where is God moving? 

• Where is God acting? 

• Where is God needing you? 

• Where is salvation needed? 

• That is the place you will find God 
 

II. FORGET ABOUT WHAT CAN’T BE DONE- AND LOOK TO WHAT GOD NEEDS DONE (vs. 16-17) 
16 The LORD said to Moses: “Bring me seventy of Israel’s elders who are known to you as leaders and officials among the 

people. Have them come to the tent of meeting, that they may stand there with you. 17 I will come down and speak with 

you there, and I will take some of the power of the Spirit that is on you and put it on them. They will share the burden of 

the people with you so that you will not have to carry it alone. 
 

To go with God- it’s a cooperative venture 

• And forget about opinions- everybody’s got one 

• Opinions don’t get anything done- just go to a committee meeting and listen as the hours go by 

• All you hear are opinions- little action 
 

Ques- Remember how angry God got with the Israelites? 

• When you act according to his will- things change  
 

1. God Blesses The Bold 
 

Illus- Burdens Are Blessings 
 

Nowadays too many people have their priorities all wrong- God’s Spirit is the foundation of all life 
 

They don’t understand that… 

• Burdens- are blessings 

• Trials- are opportunities 

 

As Jesus says, 
MT 10.38 Whoever does not take up their cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39 Whoever finds their life will lose it, and 

whoever loses their life for my sake will find it. 
 

God’s burdens are your blessings 
 

To forsake them and go our own way is like asking to go back to Egypt 
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We can’t be Spirit-Led going in the wrong direction! 

• It’s not about feelings- it’s about faith 

• It’s not about emotions- it is about truth 

• It’s not about getting what we want- it’s about giving God what he wants 
 

III. FORGET THE WORD “IMPOSSIBLE!”- FOR GOD THERE IS NO SUCH THING (vs. 32) 
32 All that day and night and all the next day the people went out and gathered quail. No one gathered less than ten 

homers.  
 

Illus- Doug Flutie 
 

Ques- You might know what a Hail Mary pass is? 
 

One in particular involved Boston College and the Miami Hurricanes 

• On 11-23-84, Doug Flutie- QB for Boston College- threw a pass to Gerard Phelan- with no time on the 

clock 

• 48 yards 

• It was a pass that won the game- 47-45 
 

It has been regarded by FOX Sports as one of the most memorable moments in sports history 

 

And God does this all the time 
 

1. And That Is The Starting Point Of All Spiritual Achievement- For That’s The Time When God Steps In 
 

That’s what Spirit-Led living is all about! 

• It’s the miracle of living in Christ- the Spirit-Led life! 

• So when anyone ever tells you how something can’t be done- just tell them they are not looking in the 

right direction 
 

• For God never fails 

• And we out to remember that 

• And forget that we operate in our own strength 
 

Conclusion 

Ques- So why does this all matter? 

• These days it is all too easy to discount faith 

• We can easily say, Everybody’s doing it- as an excuse to do what others do 

• But that’s not what God does 

 

He goes where he is needed 

• So we ought to do that too 

• If we want to do what God wants to do- and be blessed 

• It might not be popular, but really living for Chrsit never was 

• And that’s something we are reminded to remember- and never forget 
 

End of Sermon Prayer 
 

January 21, 2018 

Fort Barnwell Baptist Church 
Fort Barnwell, NC  28526 
  

Dr. W. Reese Blanchett 2018 
Sermon outlines may be used for preaching and teaching purposes 
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But may not be published or sold. 
 

Disclaimer: I wish to express my gratitude to all the saints before me who are traveling the Narrow Way. Their love and generosity is reflected in my own humble 

efforts to prepare sermons for the body of Christ. Grace and Peace. 


