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A RENEWED PURPOSE 

John 13.1-17 
JN 13.1 

It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come for him to leave this world and go to the 

Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 
2 
The evening meal was in progress, and 

the devil had already prompted Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. 
3 
Jesus knew that the Father had put all 

things under his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; 
4 
so he got up from the meal, took off 

his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. 
5 
After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his 

disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 
6 
He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, 

“Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 
7 
Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will 

understand.” 
8 
“No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part 

with me.” 
9 
“Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!” 

10 
Jesus 

answered, “Those who have had a bath need only to wash their feet; their whole body is clean. And you are clean, though 

not every one of you.” 
11 

For he knew who was going to betray him, and that was why he said not every one was clean. 
12 

When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. “Do you understand what I 

have done for you?” he asked them. 
13 

“You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am. 
14 

Now that 

I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. 
15 

I have set you an example 

that you should do as I have done for you. 
16 

Very truly I tell you, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger 

greater than the one who sent him. 
17 

Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them. 
 

Intro 

I wanted to show you something- you might have some knick-knacks at home 

 Something of sentimental value that you derives inspiration from 

 Here’s one of mine I keep in my living room 

 It is a statuette of Jesus washing feet 
 

You might remember how Jesus got down on his feet- and how the apostles completely misinterpreted it 

 They had no idea what he was doing 

 Why he was doing it 

 Or their part in it 
 

Illus- Pedicure 
 

This happened to me once also 

 It was Pastor’s Appreciation day last year 

 And for Pastor’s Appreciation Day I got this strange gift It was a pedicure 
 

My first thought was…. “I don’t know about this” 

 But not wanting to offend 

 I go so I can come back and have the experience 
 

Now, you really have to set the stage 

 First of all, this is woman’s territory 

 I walk in and there’s all these ladies getting their hair done, manicures, pedicures 

 And they are all lined up in assembly line type fashion 

 There’s your bottles of lotion 

 Pretty flowers everywhere 

 Lots of pink 

 And I walk in 
 

This wasn’t exactly like “enemy territory” I remember in the Navy- but it was close  

 So the receptionist leads me back in front of all these women 

 Like a cat walk 
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 They are eyeing me over 
 

I meet the girl whose about to take charge of my feet 

 She tells me to sit down 

 She gets down on a little stool 

 Then she grabs my feet 

 Pick it up- put it down 

 In the water- out of the water 

 Roll up your pants 

 Put your pant legs down 
 

Then she goes away- and comes back with what looks like a little surgical kit 

 She breaks the seal with these instruments in it 

 I really didn’t know what she was going to do, so I ask questions… 
 

Ques- What is this? What is that? 

 You been here long? 

 Do you have a license? 

 Do you like what you do? 
 

The ladies next to me are looking at me 

 To tell you the truth, I was relieved when it was over 
 

Now, this unusual experience- at least for me- goes to show you how there are times in the Christian life when it 

is expected for you to move in ways you would rather not do… 
 

That’s one of the things about the Christian life  

 There are times when your commitment must shine through 
 

Ques- Does that mean cutting against the grain at times? 

 Yes, but what is faith if not a daily walk where God commands you to go? 

 

These days that’s a paradigm shift, but it’s true…. 

 God has not called you according to your purpose 

 God has called you according to his purpose 
 

Illus- Jesus’ Birthday 
 

In a recent children’s sermon I brought this to light… 

  

Children around the world expect gifts under their Christmas tree 

 But if we consider the purpose of the day 

 We have to admit that it is Jesus’ birthday we are celebrating 

 Not our own 
 

Ques- Do we ever stop to consider that maybe Jesus would like a present from us? 

 But we don’t think that way, do we? 
 

But consider the coming of Jesus 

 What he preached 

 What he taught 
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 And what he did 
 

He didn’t come into the world to do what he wanted to do 

 He came into the world to do what God wanted him to do 

 And that was his purpose all along… 
 

Jesus getting down on his hands and knees to do a servant’s work 

 And us? Some of us if we ever got down on our hands and knees could not get back up again 
 

Jesus having a birthday 

 And us? We give each other gifts- but never a gift for Jesus 
 

Jesus at his final meal- sitting with his friends, and also his enemies 

 And us? We sit only with our friends, and never recognizing- or welcoming- those we don’t know 
 

Jesus comes into the world and changes it 

 And he does so by turning all of our cherished, preconceived notions- upside down 
 

1. And This Was His Purpose- But It’s Ours Too- It Is God’s Will- So Easy To Say- Not So Easy To Do 
 

There is nothing inherently difficult about washing a person’s feet 

 That is, unless you have bad knees 

 But that misses the point 

 The difficulty isn’t in the knees- it is the indignity of it- for washing feet is just an analogy 
 

Ques- And that’s the trouble with many things Jesus tells us to do- isn’t it? 
 

Illus- God’s Will 
 

I proposed the question on a Wednesday night- not too long ago- What is the purpose of the Christian in the 

world? 

 And the answer I got back was “…to do God’s will…” 

 Not a wrong answer- as far as it goes- until you start to drill down on it 
 

I was talking to an overseas missionary not long ago 

 They happen to be active in an area where there are Muslims around 
 

Ques- And so I asked them, Is it safe? 

 Doing missionary work where there are radical Islamic fundamentalists 

 And they told me a story about how they perceive God’s will 

 The said for them- the true test of doing God’s will is when you are killing Christians 
 

I immediately thought of…Daniel Pearl- American journalist for the WSJ (2002) 

 James Foley- also a journalist (2014) 

 World Trade Towers (2001) 

 The Pentagon 
 

God’s will as we understand it- and God’s will as they understand it, cannot both be right 
 

Ques- Jesus shocked the apostles with his idea- what’s your idea? 

 Jesus says… there is the Great Commission- going out into the world and make disciples 

 Jesus says… there is the Great Commandment- love all, like he loves you 

 And Jesus says… there is the Great Confession- to testify to who and what Jesus means to you 
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There should never be a Christian anywhere who is unwilling to get down on their hands and knees  

 That’s the easy job, compared to the other things he commands us to do 

 And that’s where renewal starts- it often starts where your desire ends 
 

2. We Miss The Point- And Our Purpose- Whenever We Reject Servant Behavior- For That’s What Christ 

Commanded Us To Do 
 

As Jesus said, 
MT 20.28 

 The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many 
 

Illus- Nazis 
 

Back in the earlier part of the last century there was one country who took on a cavalier attitude toward their 

neighbor 
 

Ques- Maybe you remember them? 

 If you didn’t agree with them 

 Look like them 

 Dress like them 

 They murdered you 
 

Ques- Do you know who I’m talking about? 

 The Nazis 
 

There is a meaning and a purpose why Jesus got down on his hands and knees  

 Jesus was a king, yet he was willing to do it 

 And in the act he was explaining- it’s not so much what you do- but why you do it 
 

I. FOR THAT’S HOW RENEWAL COMES- CHRISTIANS ARE NOT TO EXALT THEMSELVES BEFORE 

OTHERS- BUT TO DEMOTE THEMSELVES AND SERVE THEM AS CHRIST SAYS TO DO (vs. 4-7) 
JN 13.4 

so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. 
5 
After that, he poured 

water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 
6 
He 

came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 
7 
Jesus replied, “You do not realize now 

what I am doing, but later you will understand.”  
 

Illus- Shoes 
 

Many times I remember how parents would say, Take your shoes off before you come into this house! 

 And I would dutifully take my shoes off- just like Moses who was standing on holy ground 
 

Ques- Now, you might think, Why did Jesus wash feet AFTER the meal was in progress? 

 Some say to give Judas time to leave 

 And others say to drive the guilt deeper in him- for he was there- for there is no clear answer 

 Either way, the point remains 
 

Illus- Crocs 
 

Ques- I remember sitting in the pedicurist’s seat- This is awkward… and When will this be over? 

 Yet taking care of feet is a very important thing 

 

Recently I bought some crocs 

 I ordered from Amazon, but when I opened the box they looked too large 
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 And they looked like ducks feet 
 

Ques- Should I throw them away? 

 So, thinking I mis-ordered- I got back on Amazon to try again 

 But when I got the new box, I got the exact same thing 
 

But after awhile I got used to them 

 I didn’t throw them away 

 I kinda like them 
 

Ques- Funny isn’t it? 

 And that’s what people who need renewal do… 
 

1. They Judge According To What They See & Think Of You- Not For What God Is Making Of You 
 

I happened to like this narrative a lot, for it puts us all on equal footing 

 No one is able to approach the Lord absolutely clean 

 Washing feet is just an analogy 
 

Illus- Simon Judged  
 

There’s another great story in the New Testament in Luke 7.36-50 

 It is the story of the woman who washed Jesus’ feet with her tears, and dries them with her hair 

 You might recall that Jesus was at Simon the Pharisee’s house 

 And while Simon saw this, he disapproved of what Jesus lowed her to do 
 

And so Jesus said, 
LK 7.44

 “Do you see this woman? I came into your house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet 

with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 
45 

You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I entered, has 

not stopped kissing my feet. 
46 

You did not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet. 
47 

Therefore, I tell 

you, her many sins have been forgiven—as her great love has shown. But whoever has been forgiven little loves little.” 
 

Renewal never comes to those who are like Simon 

 Renewal is a gift given to those who know their position before God- and act the part 
 

Sadly, we have too many Simons in our churches these days 

 This woman wanted renewal 

 While all Simon wanted to do was judge her, ridicule her, and kick her out 
 

II. RENEWAL WILL NOT COME TO THOSE WHO CAST ASPERSIONS UPON THEIR 

NEIGHBOR- BUT IT DOES OPEN THE DOOR TO THOSE WHO HUMBLY SERVE AS JESUS 

TOLD US TO DO (vs. 8) 
8 
“No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.”  

 

This challenge by Peter is every man’s challenge- but it is not necessarily the way Jesus sees things…. 
 

Illus- Was I Really Speeding? 
 

A good example is driving on the highway… 

 Just once I would like to ride around in an unmarked patrol car 

 They say women can get out of tickets that men can’t- I just want to hear what they say… 
 

“Was I really speeding officer?” 
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I have heard it said some women have a heavier foot than some men 
 

Of course, if all we do is try to get out of the ticket- we have missed the point 

 The officer is concerned about highway safety 

 If you have a heavy foot, you are a danger to your neighbors 
 

1. And That’s The Point Jesus Is Making- To Bless Your Neighbor Is A Sure Fire Way To Find Your Own 

Renewal Too 
 

Illus- Love Takes Effort 
 

You might watch these some preachers say,  

 God loves you 

 He wants the best for you, and just love him and pray to him, and trust in him 

 For he’s got a great future for you 
 

All true 
 

But there is more to it than that too 

 God does love you- but that’s not the challenge 

 Love according to Jesus- requires something out of you… 

 And for those who follow Jesus, you don’t just take the easy jobs- you take the tough ones too 
 

As Jesus says, 
MT 23.11 

The greatest among you will be your servant. 
12 

For those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who 

humble themselves will be exalted. 
 

III. SO IF YOU WANT RENEWAL- RECONSIDER YOUR PURPOSE- IF YOU WANT IT YOU CAN 

HAVE IT- BUT IF YOU NEVER SEEK IT YOU NEVER WILL (vs. 13-17) 
13 

“You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am. 
14 

Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have 

washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. 
15 

I have set you an example that you should do as I have done 

for you. 
16 

Very truly I tell you, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent 

him. 
17 

Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them. 
 

Illus- “Is There Anybody Else Up There?” 
 

A man named Jack was walking along a steep cliff one day when he accidentally got too close to the edge and 

fell. On the way down he grabbed a branch, which temporarily stopped his fall.  
 

He looked down and to his horror saw that the canyon fell straight down for more than a thousand feet.  

 He couldn't hang onto the branch forever, and there was no way for him to climb up the steep wall of the 

cliff.  

 So he began yelling for help, hoping that someone passing by would hear him and lower a rope or 

something.  

 He yelled for hours, but no one heard him. He was about to give up when he heard a voice. 
 

"Jack, Jack. Can you hear me?" 

 "Yes, yes! I can hear you. I'm down here!" 

 "I can see you, Jack. Are you all right?" 

 "Yes, but . . . Who are you, and where are you?" 

 "I am the Lord, Jack. I'm everywhere." 

 "The Lord? You mean, GOD?" 

 "That's Me." 
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"God, please help me! I promise if You'll get me down from here, I'll stop sinning. I'll be a really good person. 

I'll serve You for the rest of my life." 

 "Easy on the promises, Jack. Let's just get you down from there; then we can talk.  
 

Now, here's what I want you to do. Listen carefully." 

 "I'll do anything, Lord. Just tell me what to do." 

 "Okay. Let go of the branch." 

 "What?" 

 "I said, let go of the branch. Just trust Me. Let go." 
 

There was a long silence. Finally Jack yelled, "Help! Is Anybody Else Up There?" 
 

Conclusion 

Jesus said, 
JN 3.16 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 

eternal life. 
 

Ques- But that’s not the question- when it comes to renewal- is it? 

 Renewal means to resume an activity after an interruption 

 So the question is not what we believe- but what will we do? 
 

And maybe that’s what Jesus was after when he said, 
JN 13.17 

Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them. 
 

End of Sermon Prayer 
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