
 

Inside this issue:  

   Good News  

Every year at this time, the liturgical calendar recognizes the Baptism of the Lord 
Sunday. Most of you know that the Church has always played an essential role in my 
life. I guess some would say it was my destiny to be involved in theology and the 
practice of ministry. At the age of eight, I was baptized by immersion in a Baptist 
Church; at age 11, baptized again in another Baptist Church; at thirteen baptized once 
again. Naturally, I mean immersed or dunked deep. We used to refer to baptism as 
being “submerged unknowingly.” I kept coming home from church soaking wet, and 

my parents thought I was skipping Church and swimming instead.   

     

For many centuries, baptism has been a point of contention – sad but true. Dr. Gayle Felton 
writes, “Most of us would probably agree that we do not have to think and act alike about everything. 
Indeed, faithful United Methodist Christians can and do disagree about many areas of our beliefs and 
practices. God does not deal with all of us in the same way. Our varying experiences—including families 
and friends, education and work, geographic regions, and political loyalties—affect our ideas. We need 
to allow other Christians to disagree with us on some matters without doubting their commitment to 
Christ. God uses other people, especially those who think differently, to help us learn more about how to 
be faithful disciples.”   

 

In Luke 3, we see that God is directly involved in Jesus’ baptism: The Heavens opened; the Holy Spir-
it descended upon him in bodily form like a dove; a voice from heaven spoke, “You are my beloved 
son – with you, I am well pleased.” As individuals and as the Church, we must know that the Holy Spir-
it incorporates us into God’s new creation through our baptism and later confirmation. There is a vi-
brant expression of God’s reign and God’s kingdom available to us.     

 

In the New Testament book of Acts, chapter 19, the Apostle Paul encountered some disciples, “The 
first thing he said was, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed? Did you take God into your 
mind only, or did you also embrace him with your heart? Did he get inside you?”    

 

Bottom line:  Paul wants to know, “Do you know Jesus? You see, they were baptized but without the 
full benefit – settling instead for some curb appeal or design on a dime but with little interior reno-
vation or spiritual empowerment for living a new life – speaking differently, seeing differently, act-
ing differently, and thinking differently. Think about it for a moment. Our very baptism vows ask of 
us, Will you renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, reject the evil powers of this world, and repent 
of your sin? Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you to resist evil, injustice, and oppression 
in whatever forms they present themselves?  You see: Baptism is not a magical experience that accom-
plishes salvation for us; Baptism is a sacred sign and symbol of what God has done in my life; What 
God is doing in my life; What God will continue to do in my life in the future – This happens when I 
let God get inside of me.   

 

In baptism, more than ever, we realize what it means to be a child of God. As we give ourselves over 
to God, we begin to fully understand the more in-depth definitions and experiences of baptism as 
“An outward sign of an inward and spiritual grace.” As disciples, baptism is a continual reminder of 
the renewal, the repairing, and the transformation that is taking place deep down inside our 
hearts; and this “new life” is lived out in our daily lives. Yes, we are “adopted” as children of God. 
It is an overwhelming affirmation for many of us – God declaring to us, you are my son, my daughter, 
you are my child. 

 

                        Grace and peace, Pastor Carl  
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Monday—Thursday 

9:00 AM—4:00 PM 

Friday 

9:00 AM-12:00 PM 
 

Someone is available at 

all times in the church 

Pastor’s Corner  1 

Calendar of Events  

Birthdays/Anniversaries  

2 

Thank you notes/info  3 

Children’s Ministry  4 

Preteens 456 5 

Updates/Reminders 6 

Church info/prayer 

concerns 

7 

Souper Bowl of Caring 8 
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Our worship service will continue to be  livestreamed  
for those that do not wish to attend the in-person  

worship service during this  
pandemic. You may also listen to  

the service on  our radio  
broadcast at WHEZ 95.9 FM.  

 
   Tracee and Donnie Auman 

     
    Prayer Outreach for January:        

     Dianne Byrd           Belinda Copeland 
    Karen Haywood      Sara Buckles    

Our livestream service can be  
 viewed through  

You tube at the following link  

 
 d5h54bRNg  

 
and look for the live stream icon shown above on the  
top right of our webpage and click the link or through  

our Facebook page.  

Please let us know if you are having any issues  
 viewing the service.  

Sunday,  January 11 
10:15 AM Worship Service 
 
Sunday,  January 17 
10:15 AM Worship Service 
 
Monday, January 18 
10:00 AM Ladies Bible Study via Zoom (for more info contact Jeannie 
Wilkerson or Sara Odom) 
 
Tuesday, January 19 
6:00 PM Board of Trustees Meeting via Zoom 
 
Sunday,  January 24 
10:15 AM Worship Service 
 
Sunday,  January 31 
10:15 AM Worship Service 
 
 
 

  1 Dee Moyd 
  2 Jack Josey 
  3 Leigh Lockman 

Alison Evans 
  5 Tim Ringer 
  6 Dennis Becker 
 Jonathan McLain 
  7 Suzie Ewing 
  8 Traci Rogers 
  9 Stacey Cassidy 
10 Anna Feagin    
 Ed Rothe 
11 Scott Cameron, Jr. 
 Becky Skipper 
12 Jacob Moyd 
13 Jill Snyder 
14 Dorothy Croxton 
 Ainsley Hamilton 
 Will Harris 
 Kelly Lloyd 
 Hailea Ringer 
15 Michael Milbee 
16 Jody Lyles 
 Patty Whitehead 

17 C.O. Myers 
 Meira Spittle 
 Derek Skipper 
18 Daniel Norwood 
19 Charlie Johnson 
 Andrea Trader 
 Freddie Walters 
20 Alice Vasseur 
            Trish Lunn 
 Rainey Murdock 
 Mildred Purvis 
21 Matthew Whitehead 
22 Ben Birmbaum 
            Lyn Joyce 
            Marty McCulloch 
 Kim Roos 
25 Marg Howle 
 Charlie Walters 
26 Jennifer Evans 
 Jane Jones 
 Brian Rudick 
 Mark Taylor 
27 Wayne Jeffords 
28 Cissy Alexander 
 Amanda Myhran 
30 Drayton Dorn 
 Judy Pigg 
            Lea Saunders 
31 Mary Elliston 

7 Johnny and Sharon Sturdivant 

12 Billy and Lisa Smith 

28 Sandy and Lori Strickland 

HOSPITAL/NURSING HOME/REHAB:  
Hospital in Prosperity: Bruce Connelly (father of Mandy Ringer) 
Children’s Hospital of Atlanta: Beasley Haywood (granddaughter of Karen Haywood) 
Carolina Pines: Hamp Blackwell 
Heritage Nursing Home: Louise Sturdivant (mother of Johnny Sturdivant) 
Methodist Manor: Harry Hill (father of Deborah Griggs) 
Morningside: Smitty Soles 
Sadie Weaver (mother of Grady Weaver) 
The Retreat: Dotty Williamson.  

MEMBERS:  
Ted & Mildred Purvis 
Shirley McCutchen 
John Brazukas 
Delores Brock 
Bob Heiterer 
Becca Benson 

Dave Rudick 
Bonnie Gainey 
Walter Brown 
Laura Bannister 
Lyndell Becker 
Lucille Oliver 

Harriette Crouch 
Jim Crowe 
Warner Dehart 
Mena Galloway 
Jim & Alice Harding 

Kathryn Beckham 
Ralph James 
Chip Moore 
C.O. Myers 
Wade Snipes  

OTHERS 

Larry & Mary Abbott (brother and sister in law of Bob Abbott) 
Shane Mathis (husband of Lara Mathis) 
Donna Brown (sister-in-law of Sheila Haney) 
Richard Ringer (father of Tim Ringer) 
Ann Rhodes (sister-in-law of Jane Cheshire) 
Urs Koppel (brother-in-law of Shirley McCutchen) 
Dawn & Allen Floyd (Pat Huff’s granddaughter Erin’s in-laws) 
John Fanning (nephew of Bonnie Gardner) 
Laura Hancock (sister of Lee Gardner) 
Gerald Tanner 
Thomas Coleman (friend of Sharon Sturdivant) 
Bobby Graham (uncle of Sandra Gaskins) 
Shelly Holder (15165 Northwood Drive, Tyler, Texas 75703) 
Cody Pickett (brother-in-law of Allison Gaskins Pickett) 
Beverly Kemp (sister of Kathryn Beckham) 
Myrna Wiggins 
Stephen Helmer 
Joey Johnson (father-in-law of Taylor Hunsucker) 
Elsie White (sister-in-law of Shirley McCutchen) 
Tripp Lisenby 
Clarence Edwards 
Jaymes Wheeler (grandson in law of Kathryn Beckham) 
Butch Welch (brother of Wendi Beattie) 

Debra and Tommy Vernon (daughter and son in law of Iris and Jim-
my McFarland) 
Robin Ray (friend of Marla Prozzi) 
Kay Smith 
Dianne Haney (sister of Dora Gafford and mother of Stacey Haney 
Gore) 
Dawn Merck (daughter in law of Michael and Joanne Merck) 
Geoff Connor (son of Dr. & Mrs. Greg Connor) 
Buster & Margaret Freeman (friends of Bob Abbott) 
Kip Byrd (friend of William Newsome) 
Keith Blackmon (brother-in-law of Sharon Sturdivant) 
Bill & Janann Nevins (friends of Bob Abbott) 
Fran Foil (friend of Joyce Long) 
Ninette Andress (mother of Diana Moyd) 
Gavin Johnson (nephew of Joyce Long) 
St. Luke Shut-ins 
Our Missionaries 
Michael Agwanda, Missionary (Life for Children) 
Susan Haywood (sister-in-law of Karen Haywood) 
Sheron & Bill Holland (friends of Sandra & Don Gaskins).  

SERVICE PERSONNEL:  
Patrick Robbins (nephew of Charlie and Mary Ward Baucom) 
Miles Braddock.               
                                                          
BEREAVED:  
Our love and concern to the families of Wiley Alexander, Helen Westmoreland and Dick Moore 
 
Bold print names indicate members of St. Luke  
* If name(s) can be removed from the prayer list, please contact the church office.* 

   Bereavement Meal Committee 1:  Miriam Norwood (Chair), Sarah Andrews, Dianne      
   Byrd, Amy Brown, Jennifer Boyles, Lee Moyd, Cissy Alexander, Jessica Bedenbaugh,  
   Jordan Murdock, Stacey Bannister, Heather Norment  
 
  Weekly Contributions: 

  12/20/2020 $9,325   12/27/2020 $30,165   1/3/2021 $2, 625 1/10/2021 $8,493 



A note from the St. Luke Endowment Committee:  What is important in a person’s life can be seen by 

how they spend their money and how they plan their estates. 

N o t e s  o f  T h a n k s  

Dear Church Family,  

Thank you so much for the many expressions 
of love that I have received during my recov-
ery from surgery and also during the death of 
my sister. Your prayers have been felt. Facing 
these times has been made easier by the love 
of Christ shown to me through all of you.  

Sincerely, 

Sharon Sturdivant 

The Adult Fellowship Class made a donation to  

The Soup Kitchen to remember inactive  

members, sick and shut-ins at Christmas. 

Thank you so much for the many blessings you have showered 

upon us. 

Hartsville Middle School Students and Staff 

Christmas is the season for giving.  Each 

year our staff members choose a different 

organization to donate money to in honor 

of our doctor’s name. This year we chose 

St. Luke United Methodist Church to help 

fund their Angel tree mission.  We hope 

this small blessing will help give joy to 

someone on Christmas.  Thank you for 

what you do for our community to help 

others. 

Merry Christmas, 

Drs. Welch, Bonds and Patton 

Dear St. Luke, 

We would like to thank everyone for the cards, 

and calls and most importantly the prayers we 

received after the passing of Willie’s sister, Shirley 

McCoy.  We appreciate you all so much. 

Willie, Joann and Angie Phillips 

Dear St. Luke, 

Ted and I are both doing much better and would 

like to thank everyone for the prayers and cards 

we received from everyone during our illness.  We 

appreciate them and you all so much.  Thank you! 

Love, 

Angelyn 

The 2021 Greeter  
Calendar is being  

assembled.   
Please contact the church office 

at 843-383-5169 to sign up for a month 
(February, March and May).  Thank you 

The Worship Com-

mittee welcomes all 

who would like to 

place flowers in the 

Sanctuary in 2021.  

The flower chart can be found in the nar-

thex or you may call or email Vickie in the 

church office at 843-383-5169 or  

stlukeumc@roadrunner.com to sign up. 

Thank you 

I m p o r t a n t  U p d a t e s  f r o m  S t .  L u ke  M i n i s t r i e s  

1). The Dannie Newsome Circle will NOT meet during the month of Janu-
ary.  Members are asked to keep Karen Jeffords and/or Jeannie Wilkerson 
aware of any prayer concerns or needs.  Our prayer is for all members to stay 
safe.....and to look for announcements about upcoming meetings soon. 

  

2).  The Ladies Monday morning Bible Study will resume Monday, January 18th 
at 10 am via zoom.  Sara Odom will lead us in the study of Romans.  Prayer 
concerns will follow the lesson.  If anyone new is interested in beginning this 
study, please contact Sara Odom or Jeannie Wilkerson for details. 

 Prayer Requests may be submitted to Vickie in the church office by email 

(stlukeumc@roadrunner.com) or phone (843-383-5169) 

 

 Did you know St. Luke has an Email Prayer Chain Group?  If you are not  

     already in the group but would like to, please contact Vickie in the church      

     office by email or phone. 
 

 St. Luke also has a communications email group.  Not a member of that 

group yet—contact Vickie in the church office to join. 

 

 If you need to visit the church office please mask up before entering the  

     facility. 
 

 Church  offering may be mailed to 302 Dunlap Drive, Hartsville, left in the 

black drop box by the office door or give online through Secure Give on our 

church website at www.stlukehartsville.com 

M i n i s t r y  T i p s  R e m i n d e r s  




