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WORDS FROM PRESIDENT LAWTON
As we close out the year 2020 and enter 2021, we know that this
past year has created enormous changes in all our lives. Shortly after
leaving our Mid-Winter Board in Tampa, Florida in February, 2020 we
were challenged with the effects of COVID-19, a pandemic that has
had an effect on all of us. It caused our meetings in 2020 to either
be cancelled or held virtually. We had a very successful National
Congress in June 2020 but saw our plans for a Virtual Convention in
September cancelled due to damages caused by hurricanes in the
Lake Charles, Louisiana area. Nearly all of our Churches have had to limit the use of our
buildings and have live or recorded services by way of conference calls, Zoom platforms or
other social media technology. We have seen a tremendous number of deaths across the
Country related to the effects of COVID-19. Our Nation has seen many instances of social
unrests with the deaths of African Americans uncalled for by law enforcement agencies. The
National election in November has continued to produce social unrests. All the while dealing
with the hope for vaccines to counter this dreaded pandemic.
I am thankful for the efforts of many in our Convention who have been in the trenches to
develop means of some normalcy during this time. Hats off to President Tolbert and Dr.
Kenneth Kemp, president of our Health Awareness Team for their efforts to provide information
to us as individuals, Churches, Districts and State Conventions. During this time our faith in God
has allowed us to continue our work under these new norms. I am thankful to each of you who
have continued to have your local brotherhood meetings, District and State Convention
sessions utilizing our social media platforms.
As we prepare for 2021 and beyond, we continue to look at the history of our National Baptist
Brotherhood and see that the methods have changed but our message remains the same to
“Teach the Word in the Home, With a Consecrated Heart, Following in the footsteps of Jesus,
Leading all Men to God”. As I have stated in previous communications I am thankful to God for
having had the opportunity to serve as your National President since 2001. I am thankful for
the hospitality, prayers and love shown to me. It is my desire to step down as President in our
September Annual Session but I will continue to work to promote the Brotherhood. We have a
great challenge ahead of us but I am sure that with the help of our Saviour, we can meet the
challenge.

Forestal Lawton
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The

Progressive Missionary and Education Baptist State Convention of

Florida Inc., will be convening their Annual Session March 22-25,2021. This
meeting will be held via ZOOM and live streamed through Facebook. The
Convention is under the leadership of Dr. Bartholomew Banks Sr., who serves as
President.
President Wayne Herring of the Brotherhood Ministry will call to order the
Brotherhood Session on Tuesday, March 23 at 1:30 PM.
The Brotherhood Ministry will also have sessions on Wednesday, 10:00 -11:30
AM and again 1:30 -3:00 PM. The Brotherhood Session will close out on
Thursday at 10:00 AM at which time President Herring will give his Annual
Address.
President Herring will also be presenting to Brother Basil Jeffers and Brother
Curtis Perry the "Walter J. Randall Distinguished Service Award" during this
session

The Progressive Missionary and Education Baptist State Convention of Florida
Inc., have an opportunity to partner with the State of Florida to provide
vaccination to 500 people this Sunday February 8, 2021 at the St. John
Progressive Missionary Baptist Church in Tampa. The State of Florida will
provide all the medical resources and it would be our responsibility to provide
administrative responsibilities including signing individuals up and placing them
time slots for vaccination. As you’re aware our community has been
disproportionately impacted by the coronavirus and additionally there is some
hesitation on the part some of our people regarding the vaccination.

HOUSTON CITYWIDE BROTHERHOOD & WOMEN’S UPLIFE

Forestal Lawton

Baptist Botherhood of SC Upcoming Event
Please forward the following upcoming events for the NBCA Brotherhood Newsletter
in regards to the Baptist Brotherhood of South Carolina
March 27, 2021 @ 10AM (Virtual Memorial Service) Zoom Link will be provided at a
later date.
May 3, 2021 (Annual Session Baptist Brotherhood of South Carolina) Embassy
Suites Greenville, South Carolina
If there are any questions or concerns please contact
Bro. Alexander Johnson @803-316-4965.

New Era Progressive Missionary Baptist State Convention of Alabama Inc.
Dr. Rev. Robert Alexander Jr., State President
The core purpose is to promote Evangelism, Christian Mission and Christian Education.

Lesson by Bro. Earnest Freeman

Revelation
Chapter 20, Verses 1 – 10, Part 1
Revelation chapter 20 is one of the most
controversial chapters in the Bible, not
because it contains anything essentially
complex, but because it touches on a
subject of preconceived bias.
Now is the time when Satan will be taken,
bound and put into the bottomless pit
(abyss), where his influence will not have
any effect on the Tribulation Saints who
have lived through the seven years of
Tribulation. Can you imagine a life where
Satan isn’t around to temp anyone? Do you
think that the 1000 year millennium will be
a time of paradise? That nothing bad will
happen?
No one will enter into the 1000 year
millennium unless they are a believer.
Most will live for the entire one thousand
years and will procreate and have children.
Yes, even the curse on the animals is lifted
and the wolf will lie down with the lamb
and will live in peace with each other.
But human nature is what it is. The
children of those Saints will still have to be
taught about Jesus, even though He will be
with them constantly, many will not accept
Him. Remember, the heart is very wicked
and unfortunately, that is the nature of
man. Many of those children will be rebels
and with a tremendous population
explosion during those one thousand
years, there will be probably billions of
people at the end much like it is now.

However, the unbelievers at that point will
be as “the number of whom [is] as the
sand of the sea” (verse 8).
Verses 1-3: The “bottomless pit” is simply
the Abyss (Greek abussos), the abode of
evil spirits (compare 9:1-11; Luke 8:31). The
“key” shows authority, and the “chain”
depicts imprisonment and binding. Before
the millennial kingdom begins, “Satan”
(compare 12:9), is “bound” in the Abyss.
The “seal” indicates God’s authority and
guarantee that Satan will not be released
until “a thousand years” have passed.
During the Millennium (Latin for “one
thousand years”), Satan will not be able to
tempt or “deceive the nations”. Any
temptation to sin during the Millennium
must come from within those people who
are born after the kingdom begins. It must
be assumed that all of Satan’s demons or
fallen angels are also imprisoned at that
time (compare Isa. 24:21-23). Christ will
reign on earth without opposition, and His
kingdom will be characterized by
righteousness, peace, and love (compare
Isa. 2:3-4; 11:3-5; 35:1-2; Dan. 7:14; Zech.
14:9). However, after the thousand years,
Satan will be released for a short time
(verses 7-9).
Revelation 20:1 “And I saw an angel come
down from heaven, having the key of the
bottomless pit and a great chain in his
hand.”
This “angel” is not Jesus Himself but is a
ministering spirit that Jesus has given
authority to. This angel comes from heaven
(near the throne). We can assume from this
that Jesus has turned the key to the

bottomless pit over to this specific angel
and has given him power and authority for
this job. This “great chain” in this angel’s
hand, shows the power God has given him
over the devil for this task, to keep him from
deceiving the nations anymore until the
thousand years were ended.
“Key of the bottomless pit”: The place
where demons are incarcerated pending
their final sentencing to the lake of fire (see
notes on 9:1; 2 Peter 2:4).
Revelation 20:2 “And he laid hold on the
dragon, that old serpent, which is the
Devil, and Satan, and bound him a
thousand years,”
“Laid hold”: This includes not only Satan;
but the demons as well (see article “Satan”).
Their imprisonment will dramatically alter
the world during the kingdom, since their
destructive influence in all areas of human
thought and life will be removed.
“Dragon”: Likening Satan to a dragon
emphasizes his ferocity, and cruelty.
Here we see the devil spoken of as the
dragon which we read about in a previous
lesson (see note on 12:3). We also see him
recognized as the serpent. You see, he was
the one who deceived Eve in the garden
(Gen. 3:1ff; compare 2 Cor. 11:3; 1 Tim.
2:14). The devil will not be here on the
earth to harass the Christians until the
millennial 1000 year reign of Jesus is over.
When he bound the devil for the 1000
years, the angel put him in the abyss, not in
the burning hell. This burning hell was
reserved for his final punishment.

“A thousand years”: This is the first of 6
references to the length of the millennial
kingdom (compare verses 3-7). There are 3
main views of the duration and nature of
this period:
(1) Premillennialism sees this as a literal
1000 year period during which Jesus Christ,
in fulfillment of numerous prophecies (e.g.,
2 Sam. 7:12-16; Psalm 2; Isa. 11:6-12; 24:23;
Hosea 3:4-5; Joel 3:9-21; Amos 9:8-15;
Micah 4:1-8; Zeph. 3:14-20; Zech. 14:1-11;
Matt. 24:29-31, 36:44), reigns on the earth.
Using the same general principles of
interpretation for both prophetic and nonprophetic passages leads most naturally to
Premillennialism. Another strong argument
supporting this view is that so many biblical
prophecies have already been literally
fulfilled, suggesting that future prophecies
will likewise be fulfilled literally.
(2) Postmillennialism understands the
reference to a 1000 year period as only
symbolic of a golden age of righteousness
and spiritual prosperity. It will be ushered in
by the spread of the gospel during the
present church age and brought to
completion when Christ returns. According
to this view, references to Christ’s reign on
earth primarily describe His spiritual reign in
the hearts of believers in the church.

(3) Amillennialism understands the 1000
years to be merely symbolic of a long period
of time. This view interprets Old Testament
prophecies of a Millennium as being fulfilled
spiritually now in the church (either on
earth or in heaven), or as references to the

eternal state.

NBCA BROTHERHOOD CONFERENCE CALL MINUTES
Date: February 22, 2021
Presider – Bro. Forestal Lawton, NBCA Brotherhood President
President Lawton greeted the brothers and thanked them for taking the time to be on the
Conference Call. Members present were:
President Forestal Lawton, Vice President at Large Wayne Herring, 1st Vice President
James Threatt, 2nd Vice President Albert Black, 3rd Vice President Rev. Floyd Riley, 4th
Vice President Earnest Freeman, Recording Secretary Theodis Watson, Corresponding
Secretary Charles Warren, Treasurer Van Sims, Financial Secretary William Gilliam,
Special Assistant to President Leroy Gant, Boykin Parsons and Terrance Sparks.
Brother Albert Black was asked to give an update on the state of Texas. He stated
“That we are blessed. There is a boil order, some lights are out, store lines are long, with
nothing on many of the shelves. Some had to go to hotels and there are many funerals
because of Covid-19”
President Lawton asked Brother Van Sims to send a check for $500.00 to Bro. Black
to assist in that area and $500.00 to Brother Leroy Gant for the North Texas area.
Brother Earnest Freeman indicated that power was off for five days in Louisiana but they
are doing fine now.
Brother Boykin Parsons of South Carolina informed the body that they are doing fine.
Prayer was delivered by Albert Black.
President Lawton presented the agenda for discussion.
President Lawton urged all brothers to participate in Project G.I.V.E. which is the primary
financial means of our Convention. All Officers should register with a monthly donation
of at least $50.00. In order to hold office in auxiliaries, members must register
through G.I.V.E. There are a couple of names submitted for the Brotherhood who are
not and President Lawton will contact them individually. Please register on the website
your associations, citywide and State Brotherhoods.
President Lawton informed the body that President Tolbert has planned a virtual
installation of NBCA, In. Officers on March 4, 2021 at 7:30 P.M. All Officers are
asked to go to the NBCA website and register for this service.
President Tolbert wants to hold a Mid-winter Board in late April 2021.
The NBCA Congress of Christian Workers will again be held virtually in June due
to the large attendance.
President Tolbert is prayerful that we will be able to meet in person for our
Annual Session in September 2021 which will be held in the Dallas area.

President Lawton thanked Bro. Terrance Sparks for doing a great job with the
quarterly Brotherhood newsletter but urged everyone to help by sending articles,
photographs, etc. to him. Bro. Sparks hopes to have a newsletter prior to March
1. Articles, etc. can be emailed to him at polarbear35211@icloud.com.
President Tolbert has requested Auxiliaries to hold monthly meetings
virtually until we are able to meet in person again. President Lawton is
recommending that we utilize the Region 1 telephone conference for the
months March and April. Bro. Freeman will give leadership. The dates are
the second Tuesday of the month. The call-in number is 1-701-802-5276
and participant code 6052277.
President Lawton is requesting that Region 2 under the leadership of Bro.
Herring and Bro. Boykin Parsons of South Carolina give leadership.
Brother Herring will communicate the date and call number. This may be a
Zoom Conference.
The Houston Citywide Brotherhood hosts a prayer line each Saturday at
5:45 AM which can be utilized as another contact. The call-in number is
1-712-775-7016 and participant code 716352270#. President Lawton will
give the lessons in month of March discussing the relevancy of the Church
2021. A bible lesson by Bro. Johnny Foster is also given on the second
Saturday of each month at 3:00 P.M.
President Lawton is requesting that Vice Presidents Herring and Threat would
coordinate the planning for our September Annual Session.
September 2021 will end President Lawton’s tenure as Brotherhood
President. Brother Lawton has recommended Vice President at Large
Herring to serve as our next President.
There was an open discussion on Covid-19 regarding the effects of the
pandemic, vaccine and how we can promote African Americans to take the shot.
Our NBCA, Inc. sponsored a Town Hall meeting with staff from Wake Forest
University in North Carolina to give relevant information to our members.
Dr. Kenneth Kemp, Health Awareness President and President Tolbert
presided over the Town Hall which was an excellent presentation. The
Town Hall can still be viewed. Bro. Black said that his church hosted a
vaccination site. Bro. Gilliam reminded the group that if they are Veterans to
contact their Veteran’s Administration Hospital to sign up.
The meeting closed with prayer by Rev. Floyd Riley.
Minutes submitted by Bro. Theodis Watson, Recording Secretary.

NBCA BROTHERHOOD OFFICERS
President ..........................................................................................................................Forestal Lawton
Vice President at Large ............................................................................ Wayne Herring
1 Vice President ......................................................................................................................................................................James Threat
2 Vice President .....................................................................................................Albert Black
3rd Vice President ..............................................................................................................Floyd Riley
4 Vice President ......................................................................................Earnest Freeman
Corresponding Secretary ........................................................................Charles Warren Jr
Recording Secretary .................................................................................Theodis Watson
Financial Secretary ..................................................................................William Gilliam
Treasurer ..............................................................................................................Van Sims
Chairman President’s Council ..................................................................Leroy Johnson
Bible Teacher ...............................................................................................Johnny Foster
Devotion Chairman ....................................................................................Bill Rhine-hart
Region 1 Coordinator ...............................................................................Terrence Sparks
Region 2 Coordinator .......................................................................................................Wayne Herring
Region 3 Coordinator ....................................................................................................................Rev. Winston Davidson
Region 4 Coordinator ..........................................................................................................................................................Maurice Cunningham
Region 5 Coordinator
Region 6 Coordinator ....................................................................................James Threat
Region 7 Coordinator
Region 8 Coordinator ............................................................................................................................Robert Sparks
Region 9 Coordinator ..............................................................................................................................................................................................Albert Black

We invite you to consider joining us in our National Brotherhood
Conference Call - 701 802 5276 access code 6052277#.
Brotherhood Conference Call every second Tuesday of the Month
Starting March 9, 2021.

