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THE GROWING EDGE 
(by Howard Thurman)

All around us worlds are dying and new worlds are being 
born;

All around us life is dying and life is being born:
The fruit ripens on the tree;

The roots are silently at work in the darkness of the earth
Against the time when there shall be new leaves, fresh 

blossoms,
green fruit.

Such is the grown edge!
It is the extra breath from the exhausted lung,

The one more thing to try when all else has failed,
The upward reach of life when weariness closes in upon 

all endeavor.
This is the basis of hope in moments of despair.

The incentive to carry on when times are out of joint
And folks have lost their reason; the source of confidence

When worlds crash and dreams whiten with ash.

The birth of a child—life’s most dramatic answer to 
death—

This is the growing edge incarnate,
Look well to the growing edge!

This poem came to my mind when I think about approach-
ing the season of Advent this year. We are in a world of 
turmoil. Reeling from mega-storm “Sandy”, searching for 
ways to be part of the rebuilding of homes, fearful of news 
from around the world, and vulnerable in this economic 
environment, we need once again to reclaim the power 
found in the Christmas Hope. The very foundations of se-
curity have been compromised in so many lives. So we cry, 
“Come, Lord Jesus, Come!”

Continued on next page...
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PASTOR’S COLUMN  (Continued from Page 1)

In your personal time of waiting this advent, I hope you will establish a ritual 
of anticipation. Let me suggest some options:

• Create an advent wreath or a centerpiece with four candles include a meal-
time ritual of lighting the 1st, 2nd, etc. and offering a simple prayer. Or per-
haps light a single candle each night and remembering Christ as “the light of 
the World”

• During the week, read the lectionary passages, found in this newsletter. 

• Read the birth stories from Luke 1 and 2, or Matthew 1 and 2. Briefly talk 
about it.

• Find an old Christmas Card or a picture of the Birth (or several) and use 
them as reflection points or conversation starters.

• Make a commitment to be in worship every Sunday during the season.
Waiting together is the joy of Christian Community. As we remind one another of the Christ we have already seen, we keep 
the flame alive when the darkness tries to put it out. This is the season of expectation. Thanks be to God!

In The Spirit of Christ’s peace,
Elizabeth 

December 23, Fourth Sunday of Advent:
Psalm 80:1-7; 
Micah 5:2-5a
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45, 46-56
 
December 30, First Sunday after Christmas:
Psalm 148  
1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26
Colossians 3:12-17
Luke 2:41-52 
  
January 1, 2013
Psalm 8 
Numbers 6:2-27 
Galatians 4:4-7 
Luke 2:15-21

LECTIONARY READINGS

December 2, First Sunday of Advent:
Psalm 25:1-9; 
Jeremiah 33:14-16
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
Luke 21:25-36
  
December 9, Second Sunday of Advent:
Malachi 3:1-4
Philippians 1:3-11
Luke 3:1-6 
Luke 1: 68-79 
 
December 16, Third Sunday of Advent:
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Isaiah 12:2-6
Philippians 4:4-7
Luke 3:7-18



MEGA-STORM “SANDY” RELIEF

 HOW CAN WE HELP? RESPONDING TO MEGA-STORM “SANDY”

No one really thought it would happen. Storms had been “hyped up” before. But as it got closer it looked like this 
would be the one that would do major damage to New Jersey, NYC, and Long Island. And it has! We had our own 
disruptions and some destruction, but nothing compared to the scenes coming out of the South Shore, Fire Island, 
the Rockaways, Staten Island, and the Jersey Shore.

HOW CAN YOU GET INVOLVED?

• JOIN AN EARLY RESPONSE TEAM in the current relief stage which primarily is involved with helping fami-
lies clean out water soaked items, removing flooded areas of sheet rock, shoveling out muck, possibly treating area 
with bleach to take care of mold, etc to help families bring their homes to the state where they can begin to rebuild. 
This phase of work will take at least 2-3 months to be completed throughout the area. This phase does not require 
special skills. 

HOW CAN YOU JOIN AN EARLY RESPONSE TEAM?

• CONTACT REV. BRADDON with your schedule of availability.
• FILL OUT THE VOLUNTEER FORM which is required and will be sent on to the New York Annual Conference 
Disaster Coordinator
• ONCE REGISTERED, you can join in a team organized by SBCC or you can contact our UMC district coordina-
tor, Warren Ferry, and go on your own schedule to an assigned sight. You will probably be working out of Mass-
apequa UMC.
• ON THE DAY, the individual or the team will be expected to arrive at the Massapequa or Freeport church by 
9:00-9:30 to receive assignment and instructions. Work usually continues until about 3 pm but it is possible to leave 
earlier. 
• WHAT TO BRING and WEAR:  Fully covering work clothes, sturdy shoes, masks, goggles, hat, and work gloves. 
Bring lunch unless arrangements have been made to feed workers.

WHAT WILL BE EXPECTED OF YOU?

• Early Response Teams are there first of all to bring HOPE and a CHRISTIAN PRESENCE to the survivors. If the 
family is present as you work, be ready to listen, and remember that they come first – long before the task at hand.
• Be sensitive. When taking out someone’s possessions remember that they treasured each and every item and may 
not be ready to part with something. Listen to them. We are guests in the homes of those we help. Be conscious of 
your own behavior including the volume of your speech and laughter.
• Don’t make any promises to survivors unless you personally can provide that help immediately (i.e. what you 
expect to accomplish for the day)
• If you are concerned about someone’s behavior or mental state, there will be a way to report these to the disaster 
relief staff. 

JOIN OUR SBCC TEAMS GOING OUT ON FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 30TH AND SATURDAY, DECEMBER 
1ST. WE WILL BE LEAVING FROM THE CHURCH AT 8:00 A.M. CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE AT 751-0574 
TO SIGN UP AND GET FURTHUR INSTRUCTIONS.
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2012 SBCC CHURCH CONFERENCE

Our 2012 church (charge) conference will take place on Tuesday, December 18th at 7:30 pm in the Community 
Room. This was postponed from November 17th. The annual church conference is a required meeting of the 
United Methodist denomination. It is when we elect officers for the coming year, set the pastor’s salary, share 
the events that have been highlights from the year past, and report on membership. We will be meeting with our 
district superintendent, the Rev. Adrienne Brewington. The charge conference is open to everyone and I want to 
encourage you to come if you can. This is our best opportunity to share with our district superintendent and with 
each other the ministries of SBCC. 

As we prepare, please be prepared to respond to a call from a member of the nominations committee if you are 
asked to serve in this coming year. The vitality of our congregational life is blessed by the whole congregation be 
involved in guiding the direction of our ministry. 
 

CHRISTMAS TREE, GREENS, AND ROPING SALE

Saturday, December 8th will be our Annual Christmas Tree 
Sale, with roping and greens also available.  Trees will be 
available for sale from 10AM to 4PM. All the proceeds  - 
No!!, let’s put it the right way in the spirit of Christmas:  We 
are selling the trees and roping to collect money for Habitat 
for Humanity so others can have a comfortable home to 
live in, which can be built by you and me and  others and 
friends with the direction of Habitat for Humanity, a major 
organization supported by our church.

Please tell all your friends and neighbors that they can get , with you, a beautiful tree for their unique family-and-
friends time during the Holiday and have a fun time dong it at 216 Christian Avenue in front of the Sullivan House 
next to Stony Brook Community Church on Saturday, December 8th, 10AM to 4PM.

Just one apology:  the trees will already have been cut so you won’t be able to walk through 2 feet of snow in the 
woods with the whole family  and your dog and cat, carrying a bow saw and pulling a toboggan to choose the right 
one. That tree will already right there in front of you!  Maybe next year: OH, THE MEMORIES!!!!

Please let the church office – 751-0574 – know how you can help with the Christmas Sale or contact either of the 
Coordinators of the Sale, Wally Robinson  (689-2986 or 316-1898) – or Bill Hamilton  (516-449-7279).  There 
will also be a sign up sheet in the Community Room starting this Sunday,  LOTS OF HANDS  - A COUPLE OF 
HOURS HERE, A COUPLE OF HOURS THERE, MAKE FOR  FUN AND SUCCESS ON A LARGE PROJ-
ECT,  THANK YOU. 

Wally and Bill



COMMITMENT SUNDAY – DECEMBER 2, 2012

Are you aware that all of the support for the ministry of the local church, your church, comes from your con-
tributions and from the income generated by our properties and fundraisers? There are no outside sources of 
funding.

Our first Sunday in Advent will also be our “Commitment” Sunday as we receive and dedicate the financial 
pledges for 2013. You will have received communication about this before this newsletter is in your hands. 
Please mail in your commitments or bring them on Sunday morning. We anticipate our budgetary needs will be 
between $260,000-270,000 to do support the basic ministries that we are committed to. Your part in this minis-
try is vital. To reach that goal, we will need $85,000 in pledges and contributions from the members and friends 
of the congregation. To reach that goal, our Sunday collection should average $1600. 

How does one decide what to pledge for the coming year?

Biblically, there is a tradition that goes back to the early Israelites of setting aside 10% of one’s resources as a 
offering to God. There are still persons who are guided by that 10% rule. However, it is not the norm – statistics 
have been reported that average church giving is in the 2-3% range. If you haven’t previously considered deter-
mining your pledge based on a percentage of your annual income, why not try it this year. What would it look 
like to give 2% of your income, or 5%, or even 10 %? 

Where does it go?
In nuts and bolts language, it goes to:
• to pay the salaries of our pastor, secretary, music director and organist, our choir director, children and 
youth coordinator, nursery care worker, and our custodian.
• to provide utilities and pay the insurance for all of our buildings
• for administrative support 
• for Sunday School curriculum, children and youth activities
• our fair share giving to the work of the United Methodist Church

In the language of ministry, it goes to:
• offer worship and nurture every week of the year, 
• provide a place for the significant live events to be celebrated at weddings, funerals, and baptisms,
• supports pastoral care for members and for the community, 
•  provides a space for various community outreach services, and 
• extends our hands and hearts to much wider world. 

We are a small but mighty force offering the hope and
heart of Christ to a world that needs our care.  
Thank you for your generosity that makes this all happen. 
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In the beauty of the lilies Christ was born….

This year as always SBCC members and friends will have multiple chances to beautify both the church and their homes for 
this joyous season. These opportunities include:

  • Supporting Habitat for Humanity and UMW’s community outreach programs by buying your Christmas tree and 
wreaths at our December 8th tree, roping, and wreath sale. The sale will follow the Fun Run and will last from 10:00 a.m. 
until 4:00 p.m. (anyone wishing to sign-up for SBCC’s free health and exercise program — consisting of all or part of a 
day in the great outdoors selling trees and wreaths — should contact Wally Robinson or Bill Hamilton). Trees are priced 
based on their size and variety; 16” wreaths are $25 if fully decorated or $18 decorated with just a bow. Wreaths may be 
pre-ordered for pick-up on Saturday, December 8th or Sunday, December 9th: order forms are available in the Community 
Room, in the November 25 service bulletin and below. 

 • Honoring or memorializing a loved one by sponsoring a wreath for the sanctuary. Various sizes at various prices 
are available. There is a sign-up sheet in the Community Room.

 • Purchasing your Christmas poinsettias through the church: your flowers will beautify the sanctuary through Christ-
mas and then may be taken home to beautify your home. Prices and a sign-up sheet are available in the narthex. 

 • Doing the hands-on work (not to mention fun) of actually decorating the church. This year’s work-and-fun session 
will be Friday, December 7th, at 10:00 a.m. All are welcome and encouraged to come. 

Pre-Order your 16” Christmas wreaths!

$25 fully decorated
$18 decorated with a bow

Name: _______________________

Phone number: ______________

I would like:  

(no.) _____Decorated wreaths @ $25 each, for a cost of  _______    
(no.) _____Bow-only wreaths @ $18 each, for a cost of  _______    
    Total cost: _________

I will pick up my wreath(s) at church on:
Saturday, Dec. 8 _____  Sunday, Dec. 9 _____

Please include your check with your order. Thank you.



7November 2012

The Stony Brook Community Church
5K HOLIDAY FUN RUN

Saturday, December 8th 2012

Please take this opportunity to support The SBCC and all of the runners that make this a wonderful Holiday tradition.
Please indicate your level of sponsorship and return your check to: 

The Stony Brook Community Church
216 Christian Ave., Stony Brook, NY 11790

Family Sponsorships Levels:

_____$100     Family Motivational Message Level
    (Four  word message on T-shirt)
   Example:  Way To Go Runners!

_____ $50               Family Name on T-Shirt Level

Family Name:   _________________________________________

Message(At $100 Level): _________________________________________

Contact Phone #:  _________________________________________

Questions:  Contact SBCC Office at: 751-0574 or e-mail at: sbcc5k@verizon.net 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

SBCC’S Annual 5K Fun Run is scheduled for Saturday, 12/8.  Registration begins at 7:30 a.m. and race starts 
at 9:00 a.m. sharp.  This has become an important fund raiser for the Church-proceeds help us support various 
outreach programs.  Please help us out by spreading the word – runners and walkers are welcome to participate.  
Registration forms as well as the race course are on the Church’s website.  We solicit support from various spon-
sors in the community whose names go on the back of the T-shirt that is distributed to the runners/walkers.  There 
is also an opportunity for SBCC families to be a sponsor – either at a $100 level or a $50 level.  A sponsor form 
is included below.  

Thank you for helping to make this a successful event.

Sue Murphy, 5K Committee



                                                                                                        STONY BROOK COMMUNITY CHURCH 

                                  5K HOLIDAY FUN RUN 
                                                                                  SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2012 
                                                                                (Proceeds to benefit SBCC’s outreach programs) 
 
                 

                           Race Course 
Race Starts at 9:00 A.M. Sharp! The challenging 5K course will be in old Stony Brook,  
Registration is between 7:30 and 8:30 a.m. on beginning and ending at the church.   
the day of the race inside the Education Building,  
behind the church at 216 Christian Avenue, 
Stony Brook.                  Directions to Race 
 The Stony Brook Community Church is located at 
Entry Fees  216 Christian Avenue, ¼ mile north of Stony Brook  
$15 pre-registered (before 12/3/12)  Village Center.  From Route 25A  take Cedar Street 
T-shirt guaranteed if pre-registered  (opposite LIRR station ) to Christian Ave.  Turn left at  
$20 after 12/3/12  traffic light.  Church will be on  left.  Ample parking will  
Student with ID:  $4 off  available. 
 

Race Awards: 
Top 3 finishers Male/Female in the Following Age Groups: 

12 & under; 13-19; 20-29; 30-39; 40-49; 50-59; 60-69; 70-79; 80 & over 
(No Duplication of Awards) 

 
*All pre-registered runners will receive a T-shirt!                   *Walkers are invited to participate in the race! 
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 751-0574 
Email:  sbcc5k@verizon.net 

(Interested in other running events on Long Island? 
www.panix.com/~runner/lirun.htm) 

 
 
 

*********************************************************************************************************************** 
2012 “5K HOLIDAY FUN RUN” ENTRY FORM 

 
Mail form and check to:  Stony Brook Community Church 5K Run, 216 Christian Ave., Stony Brook, NY  11790 
 
Last name____________________________________________First name_____________________________________ 
 
Address______________________________City______________________State& Zip___________________ 
 
Phone(_____)______________    Male___ Female___     Age______   T-Shirt size (circle one):  S   M   L    XL 
 
Email address (for award notification, future info)_________________________________________________ 
 
In consideration of your acceptance of this entry, I, the above signed, intending to be legally bound, hereby, for myself, my heirs, 
executors, administrators and assigns, waive and release any and all claims, demands and causes of action I might otherwise have for 
damages or otherwise against Stony Brook Community Church (United Methodist) and the agents, employees, representatives, 
successors and assigns of all the aforementioned organization, for any and all injuries and/or property. 
 
Signature___________________________________________________________________Date___________________ 
 
Signature___________________________________________________________________Date___________________ 
                            (If under 18 years of age, signature of parent or guardian is also required)  
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Special dates to keep in mind during the season:

 Wednesday, Dec 5        4:30 p.m.   UMW Wreath Making and Soup Supper 
 Friday, Dec. 7    10:00 a.m.    Decorating the Sanctuary               
 Saturday, Dec. 8     9:00 a.m.  Holiday Fun Run
                            10:00 a.m.  Christmas Tree and Wreath Sale
 Sunday, Dec. 16  5:00 p.m.        Pageant, Live Nativity and Christmas Caroling 
 Monday, Dec. 24        7:30 p.m.         Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

A word from Alyssa...

I hope everyone had a very Happy and Healthy Thanksgiving. Every year I give thanks for the blessings God 
has bestowed upon me and being your Youth Coordinator is something I am very thankful for. Thank you for 
your warm welcome and your continuous support. As the New Year slowly approaches I am very excited for 
what is to come! 

The MYF has done some beautiful work so far. They have raised money for Habitat for Humanity, donated to 
good causes from their funds to UMCOR for Hurricane Sandy, and APS Type 1 Foundation. I have so much joy 
to see the camaraderie of the youth as they continue to do amazing acts of kindness. 
Please join us for the Christmas Pageant that will take place: 

Sunday, December 16th at 5:00pm ,
followed by supper and caroling in the neighborhood.

Wishing you all the blessings and happiness of the season,

Alyssa

Advent and Christmas Season

Advent, the season of preparation for Christmas, begins next Sunday. 
In worship, we will light the advent wreath each week. We will deco-
rate the church December 7th with greens, candles, and the Nativity 
Scene, and we will be asking families and individuals to “adopt” a 
family in need of assistance this season: in consultation with school 
social workers we will be filling gift baskets for 8 families. Then as 
Christmas Day approaches we will have the pageant, live nativity, 
and caroling on Sunday, December 16th and our beautiful Christmas 
Eve service on Monday, December 24th. Please join us for some or 
all of these joyous events:


