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“It’s The Little Things”
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who 

loves is born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know 
God, for God is love. God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God 

sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. 
~ 1 John 4:7-9

Dear SBCC Family and Friends,

Greetings to you in the name of our risen Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. I pray this writing finds you 
safe and well.

As we make our way through this beautiful sea-
son of Spring we continue to experience signs of 
new life and resurrection all around us. Yes, God is 
good! All the time! The trees and flowers continue 
to bloom. The early morning chorus of birds bring 
songs that speak of new life, hope and joy. Yet, 
amidst the signs of new life, we also continue to re-
ceive conflicting and often confusing information 
regarding the coronavirus from the CDC, our local 
and federal politicians, and various news outlets.

I know that this can cause frustration and questions with regard to our own per-
sonal decisions and our hopes for the various forms of in-person worship and 
gatherings at the church. Life has not been easy these past fourteen months, to say 
the least. Confusion, loss, and fear seem to have stayed with us for the time being, 
even as many have begun receiving their vaccinations. Nevertheless, we are God’s 
people: people of faith amidst the realities of this life. And so, we remember and 
lean upon the words given to us by God in the psalms declaring, “God is our ref-
uge and our strength, an ever-present help when troubles appear,” (Psalm 46:1-ff) 
and, “Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth” (Psalm 
124:8). We also remember the hope-filled words of 1 John 4:9 as John states: 
“God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the 
world so that we might live through him.”



Yes, God is our ever-present help and refuge amidst the unsettled waters upon which 
we currently are traveling. Yes, we are called to live the life that we are gifted with 
through the life of Christ – thanks be to God. It is because of that life that I am re-
minded of the miracles we can accomplish amidst the storms of life, especially when 
I recount the story of Peter walking on the stormy sea toward Jesus as he kept his eyes 
on the master and sustainer of all life. I am offered comfort when I remember that, 
even as Peter became overwhelmed by the storm, it was Jesus who lifted him from 
the waters again and saved him as he walked upon the waves. What miracles will we 
be able to see in the coming months as we keep our eyes on the prize, as we focus our 
hearts and our minds upon a risen Lord and, yes, our savior?

I believe we will see many smaller miracles in the everyday experiences of this life 
here in 2021, miracles for such a time as this. As I write this letter, we are preparing 
for outdoor worship this coming Sunday. The forecast shows that God has gifted us 
with beautiful weather. We plan to gather for our first communion in one another’s 
company and companionship in over a year. We will invite each household group to 
bring their own bread and juice to be blessed and received among their own household, 
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Even though we will have to abide by Covid guidelines, I am very excited to share in-person worship with all of you as of 
Easter Sunday. You may remember last April, before we all fully understood the import of this pandemic, I mentioned the 
hope to be able to come back together for an Easter celebration by summer of last year. Well, although that was not possible, 
this year we will have that joy on Easter Sunday. 

Yes, this past year has been one filled with questions and conflict that, at times, has broken the soul and hurt our hearts. 
We have seen more senseless shootings and loss of life, and we have seen the unfortunate and destructive response as 
demonstrations turned violent devolving into looting and burning down of businesses that communities depend upon. We 
have witnessed the number of covid cases rise and fall globally and in our local areas. All of this has taken its toll on our 
collective psyche. And now, there is the glimmer of hope that the world and our nation may be slowly moving closer to 
the end of this challenging time. Yet, the real hope, the greatest hope we all have is in the name of the Lord who created 
heaven and earth. God is our guide and stay, my friends. Jesus, the risen Christ is our Savior who saves us all from ultimate 
death both in this life and the next. He is the one in whom we are to put our trust and hope. He is the one who will see our 
souls through this time just as He has for thousands of generations who have gone before us. For God is our refuge and our 
strength. Draw your strength and hope from God and God alone, my friends. For God will never let you down. Lean on 
God. Come back to worship. Focus your hearts and minds on Jesus and together we will witness the miracle of resurrection 
in these next months ahead. 

As we do that, I ask you to continue to be smart and considerate to others. As 1 John 4:7 states: Beloved, let us love one 
another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not 
know God, for God is love. Yes, God is love, and God’s love is seen in our compassionate and loving actions toward one 
another. And so I ask, as guidelines fluctuate, for the moment at least, let us continue to follow proper distancing guidelines 
and mask wearing when appropriate, as we will continue to do so in worship for a while longer. Experience God’s love and 
little miracles around you in this season of resurrection. And remember, God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God 
sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. That we might live through Him. 

Live through Him and in Him, my beloved. And in the meantime, may God bless you and keep you. May God make His 
face to shine upon you, and give you peace. Stay well, serve well, and above all, be a blessing.

In God’s love, joy and peace,  Pastor Chuck



May Lectionary

May 2, Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 8:26-40
Psalm 22:25-31
1 John 4:7-11
John 15:1-8

May 9, Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 10:44-48
Psalm 98 
1 John 5:1-6
John 15:9-17

May 16, Ascension Sunday 
Acts 1:1-11
Psalm 47 
Ephesians 1:15-23

May 23, Pentecost 
Acts 2:1-21
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 
Romans 8:22-27
John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15

May 30, Trinity Sunday
Isaiah 6:1-8
Psalm 29 
Romans 8:12-17
John 3:1-17
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Awakening
By Nancy Sturm

Author of All Life,
The awakening earth

Colored by the Master’s paintbrush
Dons her springtime finery,

Day by day, one accessory at a time.
At your touch, Giver of All Gifts, all of creation comes to life.

Our hearts swell with gratitude.
We join our voices with the early morning chirping of birds, 

Singing your praises, Creator God.
Like the first lilies of the field, 

We turn our smiling faces to the sun,
Opening ourselves to the blessings of the SON.

Together we whisper, “Thank you, Father,”
For the incredible, life-sustaining, majestic beauty of our earth.
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Spring Clean-up
On Friday, April 23, Whitney Roberts organized a “Weed & Mulch” detail, cleaning up 
the church and Sullivan House grounds for spring.  The flower beds now look lovely: 
the grounds are indeed a celebration of renewed life, so fitting for the Easter Season.  
Our hearty thanks go to Whitney Roberts, Bill Trawick, Dave Seyfert, and Jim Davey.
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Stony Brook Community Church Special Charge Conference 
Re: Sale of Hague House Property       April 8, 2021

Attendance: 
Michele Dexter    Joan Wingerter   Sherrill Jones
Barbara Lynch    Karin Lynch   Gail Chase
Alex Jentsch    Claire Jentsch   Antoine Jones
Beth Lunde    Peter Lunde   Carolyn Martin
Bobbie Johnson    Bruce Johnson   Ron Hausske
Pat Martin    Jack Martin   Don Estes
Jim Murphy     Sue Murphy   Donna Smith
Jerry Meyer    Lindsay Meyer   Mark Marino
Christine Marino

Rev. Tammie-Rae Keeler, Presiding Elder, Rev. Chuck Van Houten, present
Recording secretary elected: Donna Smith

Rev. Van Houten opened the meeting in prayer and introduced Rev Keeler as Presiding Elder.

Proposed sale of Hague House presented by Jerry Meyer, acting President of Trustees
Explanation of why SBCC wishes to sell said property
• Issue of age and condition of building
• Cost to renovate too high
• Difficulty to maintain 

Plans for use of funds of proposed sale of Hague House- Jack Martin, chair Long Range Planning Team
• Renovate building called the Op Shop to be used as community and youth center
• Reconfigure the downstairs room in the church to include dedicated Sunday School rooms so that children can 
attend Sunday School on premises

Procedure for sale of Hague House – Peter Lunde, real estate agent for sale
• Private showing to people interested in “flipping” house first
• Listing house with local realtors following week
• Buyers must conform to Historical District building codes, cash only sale as property not able to obtain mortgage

Vote taken by voice over Zoom:
Votes recorded by voice: 24 votes in favor of sale of Hague House, 0 against, 0 abstentions
(Although there were 25 people in attendance who were eligible to vote, one person had to step away from the meeting to 
take a phone call and consequently did not vote. Therefore, only 24 people actually voted.)

Rev. Keeler closed the meeting with prayer.

Respectfully submitted,
Donna Smith
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DEALING WITH LIFE DURING COVID 

An MYF Interview 
 

For our third installment of this interview, we reached out to another 
familiar face from SBCC’s youth – Jon Seyfert, an 8th grade student at PJ 
Gelinas Junior High School and a Stony Brook resident.        
 
How has this experience affected you? Negatively and positively.  
This experience has affected me positively because I am very much an 
introvert.    
 
  
 
 

 

What things do you miss?  
The thing I miss most is hanging out with 
friends.  
 
What things do you not miss? 
The thing I don’t miss is taking a test 
without cheating. 
 
What have you missed while being 
away from your church family? 
I miss going to Youth Group and playing 
games and seeing my friends.  
 
What is something you have learned 
about yourself during this time? 
The thing I learned about myself is that I 
am a night owl.  

What is the first thing you look forward to doing when things go back 
to normal? 
The thing I am going to do first once all this is over is go out with my 
friends.  
 
What things have played a part in getting you through this 
experience? Faith? Family? Friends? Food? 
The thing that has gotten me through all of this is anime. I wish I had 
something cooler.  
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Our April Food Drive was a huge success thanks to your overwhelm-
ing generosity.  An abundance of food items was collected as well as $700 
in checks and Stop & Shop cards. All the contributions were given to 
the Three Village School District food pantries. The school social work-
ers are most appreciative of our efforts to assist their recipients. Thank 
you for your continuing support of this important ministry. Blessings. 
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3 Opportunities for a Transformed Faith during This Pandemic 
• Erendira Ramirez-OrtegaiBelieve Contributing Writer 
• 2020Jul 23 

 
 

 
We seem to be in-between seasons, don’t we? This strange time we are in makes us evaluate the 
true significance of our lives. Before the coronavirus called our world to a screeching halt, we lived 
and worked for what mattered to us—or we thought we did. Now our former priorities are called into 
question. 
Now more than ever, perspective is crucial to how we move through this crisis. We acknowledge and 
lament what we have lost, whether permanently or temporarily, and mourn with those who suffer. At 
the same time, we can recognize all that we still have, and realize that life is more than our plans and 
events marked on the calendar. 
Christians have the unique gift to look at this day which the Lord hath made (Psalm 118:24), in 
whatever shape it comes, and admire His mighty hand over all that we see thriving between the 
cracks. 
How will life be different after the pandemic? What should Christians be ready for? What changes 
should we be intentional to make, given this opportunity to take stock of our lives during this period of 
social distance? 
As we look ahead, the truth of the matter is, we don’t know what the world might look like, or what 
changes will take place when this is “all over.” But that’s OK. What we can do is take advantage of 
the shifting world to look at the movements of our hearts. Is there any resistance in them to the ways 
God is choosing to work through this crisis? Did our former lives have any part in stunting our spiritual 
growth? Could there be ways our hearts became stuck? 
Here are a few ways Christians should open their hearts to the changes brought on by the 
coronavirus crisis: 

1. Examination of Christian Faith 
In a crisis such as this, we believers may be compelled to re-examine the strength of our faith, 
considering the overturn of normal life. Are we complacent, unquestioning of the ways we do church, 
politics, or society? In what and in whom are we placing our faith outside of the Lord Jesus? “...not 
with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but as the servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart; 
With good will doing service, as to the Lord, and not to men:” (Ephesians 6:6-7). 
As the church passes through this season of change and upheaval, we can expect people’s true 
values to surface. David Hoffman in the Christian Post wrote: “God is always, in varying degrees, 
separating, the wheat from the chaff in His Church and separating the wheat from the chaff in the 
individual lives of his people, as well. There seems to be an underlying theme at work within the 
American Church—separation and sanctification. Christians are being faced with many choices. For 
example, will they serve Christ or seek the riches of this world? Will they faithfully hold on to the truth 
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of God’s word or will they compromise with the culture? Will they live in holiness or will they give way 
to the decadence around them? Will they look to the world for their hope or will they look to Christ?” 
While we long to come together to worship as one body in Christ, we must take this time to examine 
our faith, test its foundations and its motives. Let the challenges and trials of the present fan new faith 
into flame. 

2.	Surrender	of	Control	
We are realizing these days how we are not truly exceptional, that we are prone to trial, error, and 
failure. The overconfidence in ourselves, among Americans and American Christians for that matter, 
is rearing its ugly head. Our power and privilege have shielded us from many outside forces that may 
otherwise pose a threat. But this pandemic season, eventually, will bring to question all that we 
thought we knew about our exceptionalism. We are realizing how outside of our control most things 
are, and that should not be a surprise to the believer, who understands surrender and the sovereignty 
of God. James 4:13-16 reads: “Go to now, ye that say, Today or tomorrow we will go into such a city, 
and continue there a year, and buy and sell, and get gain: Whereas ye know not what shall be on the 
morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth 
away. For that ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or that. But now ye rejoice in 
your boastings: all such rejoicing is evil.” Believers are experiencing a reckoning—as are non-
believers—and it warrants our attention because it’s been proven already how little control we have 
over the outside world (shopping, dining out, public school, health care). What is left for us but to 
remain steadfast in the Lord?  

3.	Shift	in	Priorities	
I have seen more people in the body of Christ unite under the circumstances with an extension of 
care and concern for the world at large, and for those in the church body. Hospitality looks different 
during isolation, but is no less fundamental for Christians to practice, so cooking meals and baked 
goods, establishing food banks and free lunch programs for school-age children have emerged in 
new ways. What opportunity do you see to provide for someone’s needs? To share with open hands 
the provisions God has given you? 
We have a chance to become more caring and aware of each other's needs, loving our neighbors, 
and respecting their boundaries. To wear a mask or not in the presence of others should not trigger 
shame or judgment or polarize good friends. Allow your mind to shift to embrace generosity, humility, 
thoughtfulness, and grace.  
This time may be anxious, and calls us to confront our mortality. So let us relish in the opportunity to 
quiet ourselves, embrace the gift of the moment, not having to run at such a stressful speed and miss 
what is truly important. 
 
Erendira’s work has been featured in various publications. She writes fiction, essays, poetry, and 
book reviews. She is co-founder and editor of Burning Bush Press. You can find her 
at erortega.com. 
 


