
The Power of the Changing Seasons

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and 
not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”

Jeremiah 29:11
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As we make the transition from Lent  ̶  a season 
of darkness and contemplation   ̶  to Easter-
tide and new life, we also have been making 
the natural transition from the cold, dark, win-
ter months to warmer, more mild weather and 
longer days of light. And although, the weather 
has been fluctuating quite a bit between warm 
sun and cool rains, it reminds me that the warm 
sun, the cool weather, and rain is what makes 
for a beautiful spring in which the lush signs of 
new life are bursting all around us, bringing a 
season of hope, rebirth, and revitalization. 

Just as our church calendar has its seasons and just as our earth has its natural cycle 
of the seasons, so too, living organisms like our church move through seasons in 
their life cycles. Since I was appointed here in July, 2013, we have had our share 
of rainy and sunny days together. We have had many warm revitalizing experi-
ences as well as times of struggle and storms. However, it has become very clear to 
me, and to others I believe, that together – over the last year and a half – we have 
been moving from a season of winter into a more lively and hope-filled season of 
spring and, yes, resurrection. There is something that has been happening in our 
little church with a big heart. And although there is still a long road ahead, we are 
beginning to see the signs of new energy, a new life and season as the people called 
United Methodist here in Stony Brook. 

We’ve seen new music, new families, new folks joining us in worship. We’ve ex-
perienced book studies and bible studies that have brought folks in our congrega-
tion closer to God, one another, and their own inner being. We’ve gone from being 
hunkered down, protecting what we had left, to investing in God’s future here in 
the Three Village area, reaching out and willing to give what we have in the joyous 
service of others, and thus God.

.....Continued
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And in doing that, we have become the church once again: the resurrected body of Christ in this place – full of purpose and 
hope for the future. I could not be more proud of all of you, nor more thankful for your willingness to keep at it for God, to 
run with perseverance the race that is still before us. 

Yes, something is changing here that is recapturing that sense of purpose and place in the community here at SBCC. We 
never fully lost it, but it had been a bit overwhelmed by some of the grief and loss our church had been through in the early 
two-thousands. Nevertheless, do you feel it? Do you feel the Spirit filling this place? I’ve been feeling it lately. There is a 
new energy in the church not just because of Easter Sunday but because of a resurrection of our faith in God and one an-
other. There has been a new energy in Worship and in Youth Group. It has been fun to see five to ten children at the Learning 
with the Young and heading off to Sunday School with Megan. Yes, a resurrection is at hand, even as we seek to meet the 
challenges of this new season, even as we seek to move through the difficulties our denomination is facing and determine 
what response that may require of us on our local church level. Yet still, it is clear now that we are in a season of resurrec-
tion, new life, and new beginnings.

I invite you to claim the new life that God promises through Christ’s resurrection for yourself and for our church as we seek 
to be the Body of Christ in the world for today. 

In doing so, please remember to sign up for our new study, Five Marks of a Methodist: The Fruit of a Living Faith by Steve 
Harper. This new study, which begins on May 8th, will be important for long time Methodists in our church and for those 
who have no clue what it means to be a Methodist. Don’t miss out on this one! 

Let’s also remember to attend our Congregational meeting now scheduled for Sunday, May 19th to discuss and vote on how 
we move forward with regard to becoming a Reconciling church, and whether we will sign our conference’s Covenant of 
Conscience. And remember to come and celebrate as we receive new members into our church on that same Sunday during 
morning worship.

I do hope to see you in worship on Sunday mornings as we celebrate life as a living, vibrant, and serving community of 
faith.

In God’s love, joy and hope
Pastor Chuck



Youth Group News

April was a beehive of activity for MYF. We raised over 
$800 for Meals on Wheels (MoW) through our Empty 
Bowls Project. Many people came forward to donate food 
or supplies, and many others attended the event or offered 
cash donations. The bowls created by our young artists 
were very well received, accounting for about half the pro-
ceeds through a blind auction. The love and support of the 
SBCC family truly made this a night to remember! We will 
be presenting the check to MoW during the Mother’s Day 
worship service with a special fellowship hour afterward. 
There will be a bonfire the following week, no MYF for 
Memorial Weekend, and then finishing the month with our 
annual Spring Mystery Trip (details are shared with par-
ents, but the kids won’t know until we get there). We meet 
on Fridays, 7-9 PM (details below), and all youth grades 
4-12 are welcome to join in the fun and fellowship of this 
exciting, dynamic group!
 
May  3:  Create props and poster for MoW presentation. 
(Sullivan House)

May 10: Baking party! Make treats for fellowship on Sun-
day. (Parsonage)

May 12: Special worship service/presentation of check to 
MoW.(Church)

May 17: Bonfire or Game Night as weather permits. (Sell-
ers Home: 70 7thSt, Saint James)

May 24: Memorial Weekend/No MYF.

May 31: MYSTERY TRIP! (Location Top Secret)
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Lectionary Readings for May

May 5: Third Sunday in Easter 2019
Acts 9:1-6 (7-20)
Psalm 30 (UMH 762)
Revelation 5:11-14
John 21:1-9

May 12: Fourth Sunday in Easter 2019
Acts 9:36-43
Psalm 23 (UMH 754 or 137)
Revelation 7:9-17
John 10:22-30

May 19: Fifth Sunday in Easter 2019
Acts 11:1-18
Psalm 148 (UMH 861)
Revelation 21:1-6
John 13:31-35

May26: Sixth Sunday in Easter 2019
Acts 16:9-15
Psalm 67 (UMH 791)
Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5
John 14:23-29

June 2: Seventh Sunday in Easter 2019
Acts 16:16-34
Psalm 97 (UMH 816)
Revelation 22:12-14
John 17:20-26
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