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Please send updates and information to 
Newsletter Editor, Bob Retnauer, at

bobretnauer@optimum.net 

The deadline to submit information for the 
June Newsletter is 6/1/12. 

Pastor’s Message - 

As I write this column, I am about to depart to attend the 2012 General Confer-
ence of the United Methodist Church. This global gathering takes place every four 
years. Only the General Conference can set the policy and take official positions 
for the denomination. It is an elected body of 1000 delegates, half laity and half 
clergy, for every conference in the United States, Africa, Europe, and Asia. I am 
going as an observer and as part of my work for the denomination and will be pres-
ent for the second half of the conference. 

It is a very exciting gathering. The energy of seeing the wonderfully diverse del-
egations and participating in magnificent worship reminds me that I am part of this 
denomination of millions and that God has been at work in so many places. At he 
same time, I go with deep concern for decisions that will be made. 

There are several critical issues that will be raised and discussed over the 10 day 
conference which began on Tuesday, April 24th and closes on Friday, May 4th. 
There are two particular concerns that I have been following.

The first is that there are proposals for ma-
jor changes in the general church structure. 
If these changes are made, you may not be 
aware of the differences because it takes time 
to trickle down to the local church level. For 
decades the United Methodist Church General 
Agencies and Boards have been hard at work 
on your behalf extending the arms of Christ 
across the globe; developing the resources for 
our Sunday Schools, adult studies, and music 
ministries; being the voice concerning justice
issues for the poor, women, and people of color in Washington and across the 
world; guiding the many higher education institutions and United Methodist semi-
naries; setting the standards and training clergy, overseeing clergy pensions and 
health benefits, just to name some of the functions.

 ~ Continued on next page
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The motivation for change is survival because of the declining membership of the United Methodist Church in the United 
States and therefore, the reduction of financial resources available for this work. Indeed, these are realities but I have been 
studying the issue and part of the decision-making process through the Connectional Table work I have been participating 
in for eight years. It is my hope that the drastic changes proposed are defeated and that a viable compromise will be reached 
that will keep our agencies at work. 

The positive emphasis is that we have one mission and that is to help every local congregation have a vital ministry. The 
discussion is to divert funds from the general church work to local churches. Sounds good, doesn’t it? However, the reality 
is that only two cents of every dollar given to local churches is used for World Service or General Agencies. Most of our 
apportionments are held by the Annual Conference and the new proposals do not really address that reality.

The Annual Conference is important as well. We are a “connectional church” which means that we are called to be thinking 
beyond the local congregation. We have many opportunities to receive help from the annual conference; we can participate 
in some exciting missional ministries beyond our local community; and the administration of the annual conference under-
girds our ministries. 

There are no simplistic answers, but I am convinced that if we, the church, at all levels continue to ask ourselves if we are 
following the way of Christ and what more we can do to extend the hands of love to everyone who is in spiritual, emotional, 
and physical need, then the resources will flow.  
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The second issue which is dear to my heart is that I continue to dream 
of a church that opens its arms wide to everyone regardless of age, race, 
ethnicity, class, gender identity or sexual orientation. This is the sixth Gen-
eral Conference that I have attended since 1980 and each time the vote is 
counted concerning the full inclusivity of persons regardless of their sexu-
al orientation, we come away a deeply divided church. At the last general 
conference the split was about 52%-48%. We are not of one mind or heart 
on this matter. For me that is deeply painful and I pray that this year hearts 
will open to my brothers and sisters who have served the church faithfully 
and lovingly despite the church that has closed the door to ordination and 
to blessing of their committed, loving relationships.

So, I travel with a heavy heart as I struggle with hope for the church that I love. By the time you read this, the decisions will 
have been made for the next four years. However, the decisions come down, I do know, with firm conviction, that the church 
will be at work with whatever resources flow, and that there will continue to be stories of people who have discovered the 
love of Christ, who have been helped by one of Christ’s disciples, and of churches that renewed and excited about the mis-
sion to which they have been called. God will find a way either through us or despite us. Of this I am sure!

Take care my friends, 

Pastor Liz
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May 6:
Psalm 22:24-30  
Acts 8:26-40  
1 John 4:7-21 
John 15:1-8 

May 13:
Psalm 98 
Acts 10:44-48  
1 John 5:1-6 
John 15:9-17
 
May 20:
Psalm 1 
Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 
1 John 5:9-13 
John 17:6-19
 
May 27, Pentecost:
Psalm 104:25-35,37 
Acts 2:1-11
Romans 8:22-27 
John 15:26-27, 16:4b-15
 
June 3:
Psalm 29 
Isaiah 6:1-8
Romans 8:12-17 
John 3:1-17   
 
June 10:
1 Samuel 8:4-20
Psalm 138
2 Corinthians 4:13—5:1 
Mark 3:20-35

My name is Alyssa Smith and I recently 
graduated with a B.F.A in Theatre Arts 
from Adelphi University in May 2011. I 
am originally from Connecticut but moved 
down to the Island because I loved it so 
much and I’m closer to my home: Broad-
way. You can find me constantly singing. I 
also have a love for mission work. My re-
cent mission to Ecuador was life changing. 
We were in the amazon jungle six hours 
outside the city of Quito where we aided to 
the people of Misahualli, Ecuador. It was 
there I discovered I want to one day create 
a traveling Theatre company spreading the 
word of God to third world countries.

I am thrilled to be your new Children and Youth Coordinator. Your 
warmth and acceptance moved me that it thrills me to start getting to 
know all of you and for those of you who do have children and teens, 
them as well. I’ve always had such a passion for leading others, espe-
cially children/teens closer to God. It’s important in those years, espe-
cially high school when you’re trying to find out who you exactly are it 
can be confusing and hard when the media tells you one thing but your 
heart tells you something else. I intend to lead your children and teens 
to a place where they can call home. A safe place where they know 
they are accepted and love for just who they are, and especially by their 
God. Also, I wanted to give you a website/board I started where you 
can share any prayer requests, art, god sightings (events in daily life 
you saw God), or anything with the people who are on the board. The 
website is:  reviveyourspirit.proboards.com   I look forward to getting 
to know all of you and being a part of such a wonderful community. 

Welcome to Alyssa Smith!
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3rd Annual Change the World Event

15 countries. 250,000 volunteers. 3 million lives positively influenced in 2011.
United Methodists are gearing up for the third annual Change the World event on
May 19-20, 2012 to build community locally and fight malaria globally. 
 
Let’s change the world on Sunday, May 20th! We CAN make a difference.
The plan is to meet at the church at 9:30 am for a short worship service. Come dressed casually in your (yard) work 
clothes and an SBCC shirt (Apple Festival or Fun Run--we will provide shirts as needed). Our teams will head out 
by 10 am to their assigned locations where people who can use a helping hand have been identified. There, we will 
do light yard work, minor repairs, and/or some painting depending upon what the homeowner has indicated he/she 
needs. We will regroup @12:15 in the Community Room for lunch and to share our experiences.

Have you joined a team? Why not form your own? Our goal is to have about five teams with 6 to 8 adults and chil-
dren on each. Look in the Community Room for the sign-up poster; you’ll see where you can join a team or create 
your own. You can also contact Pat Martin at 751-0570 for further information, to sign up, or to identify a recipient 
who needs our help. Be a part of this effort. We CAN make a difference for a few people in our community!

Scholarship Fund

We hope you had a chance to read the letter sent out last week about the scholarship fund for Performing 
Arts Camp.  Please also see the bulletin board in the Community Room and then give every consideration 
to this wonderful cause. It helps us if you can let us know as soon as convenient what your donation will 
be: we can’t tell the children they have scholarships until we know how large the fund will be. Additional 
donation forms are available in the narthex.
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As soon as the Stony Brook university semester ends, a team of 
students will be leaving on a medical mission to Honduras. Such 
teams have gone in the past, and SBCC has always supported them. 
This year is no different: the church is collecting medications and 
supplies that are needed by the 2012 Stony Brook Global Medical 
Brigade. Please leave donations in the baskets outside the sanctuary:  

This list has been compiled from previous brigades and is based on the needs of the Honduran 
communities. Donations of any size are greatly appreciated! 
3

Vitamins: 
 Children’s infant vitamins 
 Adult and children’s multivitamins 
 Pre-natal vitamins 
 Iron supplements 
 Calcium supplements 
 Folic acid 

Analgesics:
 Acetaminophen (liquid and tablets) 
 Ibuprofen (liquid and tablets) 
 Naproxen
 Piroxicam
 Migraine medications: Excedrin, almotriptan, sumatriptan 

Allergy:
 Cetirizine (Zyrtec) is preferred, especially in children due to its demonstrated safety profile in 

children over 6 months. 
 Loratadine (Claritin), 5 mg, 10 mg 
 Diphenydramine (Benadryl) 25 mg 
 Other antihistamines 

Anti-parasitics:
 Albendazole
 Mebendazole

Dermatology:
 Steroid cream (hydrocortisone – preferable in children; betamethasone, etc) 
 Antifungal cream: Clotrimazole, micronazole, ketoconazole, nystatin 
 Lice shampoo 
 Regular shampoo; soap 
 Scabies lotion (bought in Honduras) 
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SBCC Performing Arts Camp - Summer 2012

This summer SBCC is sponsoring a new and exciting variant on our Performing 
Arts Camp. For the first time there will be just one session, running from June 25th 
until July 20th and the play to be produced is an original musical written by our 
very own camper Emily Cabrera. As always the camp under the direction of Sher-
rill Jones will feature skilled instruction in acting, improvisation, dance, and voice. 
The many campers who come back year after year will testify how much fun it is to 
work, learn, and present a final polished production: last year 70% of the Aladdin 
cast had attended PAC for 2, 3, or even 4 years!

In order to insure that everyone gets individual attention the camp will be limited to 15 students, ages 7-15. En-
rollment is now open.

The cost this year is only $650 for the full four weeks, but although this price is on a par with basic child care 
it is still beyond the reach of some parents. To make sure that PAC is not a luxury item only experienced by the 
well-to-do, every year SBCC has a fund drive to raise money for scholarships. Sherrill is quite eloquent on the 
need for such funds:

“Unless you've seen the children, who are often shy and inhibited on the first day of camp and then watched them 
evolve into exuberant, self-confident performers on the last day, it may be hard to imagine the impact that our 
little camp has on their lives.  Doing theatre develops, not only their self-esteem and self-confidence, but also 
sharpens their focus and concentration and stimulates their imagination - and all while they're having fun! 

“Each year, through the generosity of the Church Council, the UMW, and members of our congregation, several 
children are able to attend through our scholarship program: a little girl who is determined to become an ac-
tress, a little boy whose performance and behavior at school have improved considerably as a result of his work 
in camp, a little girl whose family couldn't afford two tuitions who was able to enjoy performing camp with her 
sister, a talented boy who was able to spend six weeks doing what he loves.  An aspiring young actor — who is 
now playing principal roles at Theatre Three and Gateway Playhouse and has begun to work professionally in 
television pilots and commercial — was a four year recipient of the UMW scholarship. 

The kids are excited and already looking forward to camp – some for their fourth summer.  When a parent says 
that their child would love to come to Performing Arts Camp but they'd need financial assistance, it's wonderful 
to be able to tell them that we can make that happen.”  

Donations to the scholarship fund are always welcomed and needed. Please pick up a donation form from the 
narthex, or simply send your check made out to SBCC and labeled (PAC scholarships” on the subject line to the 
church office; please also let the office know if you do not want to be thanked publicly in the performance pro-
gram.



SBCC Performing Arts Camp - Summer 2012

For the past nine years, every summer the SBCC buildings 
and grounds have rung with the sounds of children singing, 
dancing, performing lines, and having a great time. The 
sustaining force behind all this activity is Sherrill Jones, 
who sums up the camp by saying, “Our little camp is just 
a magical place: the children learn together, play together, 
come to trust each other, and in the end all excel together. 
The camp is a fertile environment in which children de-
velop their own imaginations and creativity.” 
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The summer performances started in 2004 when the Kids for Kids theater program, with which Sherrill had been 
an active supporter and participant for 20 years, brought their summer performance camp to the SBCC campus. 
For four years Kids for Kids continued to run the program, but after the 2007 session they decided our North 
Shore location was too distant from their South Shore base.

At that point Liz Braddon stepped in and proposed to Sherrill that Stony Brook Community Church sponsor the 
Performing Arts Camp. The Church Council decided to accept the risk of this new venture as an outreach to the 
community, and enthusiastically voted for us to go ahead with the project. With Sherrill as “Camp Coordinator” 
(a very modest title for the person responsible for everything about the camp), PAC has thrived for the past four 
years. The first Director, Eric McCormack, led the camp in, among other works, a performance of Tom Sawyer, 
which he had been in on Broadway. Next Antoine Jones took over for two years directing Twinderella, Beauty 
& the Beast, A Little Mermaid, and The Lion King: he liked to remind the kids and their parents that the camp 
experience was about the process of learning to stand up, say lines, sing, and transmit their positive energy for 
the enjoyment of the audience. In the process they develop self-confidence and poise that stands them in good 
stead whether or not they wish to continue on stage. Now Valerie Grehen has come back for her second year as 
Director after a very successful first year producing Aladdin and You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown. While the 
directors have changed, some of the kids have come back every year: in the 2011 production of Aladdin 70% of 
the performers were repeat campers.

This year instead of two three-week sessions there will be one four-week ses-
sion, and it will produce The Waterwolf, an original musical written by long-
time camper Emily Cabrera. Sherrill reports, “The kids have become a cohe-
sive group and are very excited about producing Emily’s play. I can’t even 
begin to describe how enchanting it is to see a child like Emily come in and 
blossom to the extent that she can end up writing a play of her own and asking 
us to produce it.”
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~ Continued from previous page

Stony Brook Community Church continues to be an important part of Performing Arts Camp. Not only does the 
church offer its buildings and grounds, but also the church supplies volunteers and staff to help with registration, 
publicity, etc. Members of the church have been generous supporters of the camp’s scholarship fund, and enthu-
siastic members of the audience for the performances. This year with the total enrollment limited to 15 campers 
church members can also make sure potential campers know about this opportunity before the camp fills up.

In closing, Sherrill stated, “For me it’s been a privilege to be a part of Performing Arts Camp. I want to thank the 
church for its sponsorship and generosity, from which every summer 15-20 children benefit. I’m very grateful for 
the opportunity to be involved with the children, the church, and the camp.”
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Annual Spring Musicale

The SBCC annual Spring Musicale will take place this Sunday, May 6th, at 5:00 in the afternoon. This year’s 
exciting line-up of performers includes such familiar favorites as Carol Landis, Christine Free, Jacob Rhode-
beck, and Joseph Woo as well as such exciting new musicians as Song-A Dell’Aquila and Sung Min Cho. As 
always after the concert there will be a reception in the Community Room where you will have a chance to 
meet and talk to the artists. Tickets remain just $12.00, with discounts for seniors ($10.00) and students ($5.00). 
Sponsorships starting at just $25.00 are available and encouraged. 

Christine Free Song-A Dell’Aquila

Jacob Rhodebeck

Carol Landis



 
Annual Spring Musicale 

 
SUNDAY, MAY 6, 2012 

5:00 PM 
STONY BROOK COMMUNITY CHURCH 

216 Christian Avenue 
 

From Bach to Broadway 
Christine Free, Soprano 
Jacob Rhodebeck, Piano 

Carol Landis, Organ/Piano 
Joseph Woo, Organ 

Song-A Dell'Aquila, Violin 
Sung Min Cho, Piano 

 
Please join us for a lovely afternoon of 

Music and Fellowship 
 

Tickets - $12.00, Seniors - $10, Students - $5 
 

For sponsorships, tickets and other information, call (631 751 0574) 
              stonybrookcommunitychurch.org 
 

      Refreshments served after the Concert 


