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you as your pastor. Saying goodbye becomes very personal.

I am not alone in this season of transition. I look out among the congregation 
and celebrate with our youth who will be graduating from high school and 
entering college. There are children and youth who will be changing schools 
this year. I see others as well who are in the midst of changing relationships 
– some by choice, others by circumstance. 

How do we make these transitions gracefully? Let me suggest some discover-
ies in my journey.

While, I do look forward to the gift of retirement and the freedom to fulfill 
some dreams that have not been possible while serving in active ministry, it 
has also important for me to acknowledge what these changes mean and to 
live through the grief of loss: the relationships I will miss; the roles I will no 
longer play in persons’ lives when I am not serving as a pastor; and creating 
and leading worship on a regular basis. In the changes in your lives, have you 
acknowledged the losses you are experiencing?

I recommend a space for reflection and prayer that includes gratitude to God 
– our creator, redeemer, and sustainer -who accompanies us on our journeys. 
For me, the time I have taken each morning has helped to healed the hurt, 
quelled the fears, discern some very important decisions, and has created 
the space for new visions. Do you have a time for quiet grief, gratitude, and 
discernment?

From the Pastor:

These days are full of endings and beginnings. Ob-
viously, my own experience of entering into a re-
tired relationship in ministry after 43 years of serv-
ing churches is a huge ending with a new beginning 
to follow. In the midst of that, I am also very con-
scious of the ending my six year relationship with
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Finally, it has been so important to take the time with people, individually and in groups, remembering our times 
together and saying goodbye. Some of these times have been informal and others have had a ritual attached. This 
is why I requested that our farewell event be done in the sanctuary on Sunday, June 23rd during our 10 am worship 
service. It is a fitting space to “pray our goodbyes” and to bless the possibilities that lie ahead. 

My friends, I wish God’s blessings upon you.

In Christ’s love,
Pastor Liz

Lectionary: Pentecost:  May - June 2013

May 19, Day of Pentecost:
Acts 2:1-11 
Romans 8:14-17,22-27 
Psalm 104:25-35, 37
John 14:8-17, (25-27)
  
May 26, Trinity Sunday:
Psalm 8  
Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31
Romans 5:1-5
John 16:12-15
  
June 2, Second Sunday after Pentecost:
1 Kings 18:20-39
Psalm 96
Galatians 1:1-12
Luke 7:1-10
 
June 9, Third Sunday after Pentecost:
1 Kings 17:8-24
Psalm 146  
Galatians 1:11-24
Luke 7:11-17

June 9, Third Sunday after Pentecost:
1 Kings 17:8-24
Psalm 146  
Galatians 1:11-24
Luke 7:11-17

June 16, Fourth Sunday after Pentecost:
1 Kings 21:121a 
Psalm 5:1-8 
Galatians 2:15-21
Luke 7:36-8:3
 
June 23, Fifth Sunday after Pentecost:
1 Kings 19:1-15a
Psalm 42  
Galatians 3:23-29
Luke 8:26-39
  
June 30, Sixth Sunday after Pentecost:
2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 
Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20  
Galatians 5:1, 13-25
Luke 9:51-62
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CHURCH TRIAL AHEAD

I am sure that you are aware of the continuing struggle in the United Methodist Church 
over the full inclusion of GLBT persons in the life of the church. While, our Disci-
pline, has acknowledged that gay and lesbian persons should be treated with dignity 
and respect, and given access to civil rights available to all persons, the church has 
continued to maintain that “homosexuality is incompatable with Christian teachings”. 
There are two chargeable offenses tied to this statement. One prohibits “practicing 
homosexuals” from ordination and the second prohibits ordained persons from per-
forming same sex unions or marriages.

Dr. Thomas Ogletree, a retired ordained minister from our conference (and former dean of both Drew Theologi-
cal Seminary and Yale University Divinity School), performed the same sex marriage of his son, Thomas, and 
his partner, Nicholas. Other ministers in our conference brought charges against him to Bishop Martin McLee 
and it is expected that Dr. Ogletree will face a church trial in the months ahead that could remove his ordination 
credentials. 

I have been part of the movement to make the United Methodist Church a fully inclusive church that celebrates 
the gifts of all persons regardless of their sexual orientation or gender identity for my entire ministry. I am deeply 
saddened and embarrassed that the United Methodist Church will once more be in the limelight for its deeply 
discriminatory policies concerning gay and lesbian persons. From 1997 until 2004, I served Park Slope United 
Methodist Church in Brooklyn and despite these policies, more than one third of the congregation identified them-
selves as gay, lesbian, transgendered, or bisexual. We struggled with a church policy that would equally respect all 
persons in the congregation. At that time, the congregation voted to refrain from celebrating any unions between 
either heterosexual or homosexual persons, until all could be celebrated in the sanctuary by its United Methodist 
pastor. This was a terribly painful decision. Pastorally, I wanted to be able to “officiate” in this very sacred rite 
with every one of my parishioners who sought such a union. We found beautiful alternate ways to celebrate in 
other spaces and with other “officiants”, but we should not have had to make that choice.

I pray that if this act comes to trial this time, that it will be a catalyst for change in the unjust, unchristian policy 
that currently stands as law in the United Methodist Church.
My convictions may contradict your understanding of Christian teaching and I wish that we could plan together 
to study this issue in the months ahead. I will not be here to do that, but there is nothing preventing you from such 
discussion. In the meantime, while I am here, I would be happy to converse with you.

Please keep the United Methodist Church, Thomas Olgetree, Bishop Martin McLee, the pastors who have brought 
charges, and the clergy who will be selected as jury in your prayers. 



May 2013 4

May 19th “Change the World” Recap
~ Pat Martin

A hearty group of us gathered last Sunday morning to take part in this United Methodist initiative. Our mission 
was to “change the world” for a few people in our community, and that’s what we did by helping them with as-
sorted jobs they were not able to accomplish on their own. 

After a short worship service, we headed out to work at our assigned homes. The weather was overcast and driz-
zly, but our spirit was optimistic. Work teams went out to four homes and mowed, trimmed, raked, and hauled 
debris. At a house in Port Jeff Station, in addition to yard work and gutter cleaning, the house was power washed 
for a fresh, clean look. In Poquot, after that team’s work was done, they were treated to hot chocolate and cook-
ies. In South Setauket, boxed items were removed and the team was able to offer a connection and future help to 
the needy homeowner. In Stony Brook, the team cut, pruned, snipped, and mowed filling over twenty-five bags 
of clippings for the Town to pick up.

Afterward, soggy and dirty, we regrouped in the Community Room and shared lunch and anecdotes of the morn-
ing. We were pleased with how much we accomplished in a short period of time. Once again, we did a good thing, 
and the recipients were truly appreciative.

Thank you, everyone!

Jen Alexander
Malcolm and Waveney Bowman
Liz Braddon
Michele Dexter
Lee Frei
Caroline, Jim, and Shannon Graham
Valerie Grehan and Matt
Bill Hamilton
Jason Haushalter
Dave, Sarah, and Dave Jr. Klecher
Kathy Martin
Jack Martin
Lindsay, Jerry, Gillian, and Nick Meyer
Jim and Sue Murphy
Whitney and Jeff Roberts
Alyssa Smith
Bill and Sue Trawick
Joan Wingerter
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       Announcements: 
Community Summer Youth Fellowship Program 
Beginning June 25, Setauket Presbyterian Church will 
once again open its Fellowship Hall doors on 
Tuesday evenings, from 6:30 – 8:30 PM for a time of 
fellowship for Junior High, Senior High and College 
youth.  There will be about an hour of FUN – playing 
kickball, wiffle ball, or any other games (outside in the 
field behind the hall if weather permits) and then we 
will come inside for some light refreshments.  We will 
meet each Tuesday up through and including August 20. 

 
 

Tiki Action Park Trip! 

  Sunday, June 30th  
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Upcoming Church & Community Events

Church Picnic: Wednesday, July 17 at Stony Brook Shores

UMW Dinner: This year’s annual UMW dinner will be held on Wednesday, June 12th, 6:00 p.m., at handi-
capped-accessible Carnival Restaurant in Port Jefferson Station. Full cost (tax, tip, and one beverage included) 
is only $20.00. Please RSVP to Pat Martin or Sue Murphy no later than June 9th.

Community Vacation Bible School: Caroline Church - see flyer below...
Community Vacation Bible School meets Monday through Friday 8:45 am (sharp) to 12:00 noon
at the Caroline Church of Brookhaven, Dyke Road, Setauket, New York

Community Vacation Bible School (VBS) 
is a cooperative effort 

involving community churches in the Three 
Village Area. 

Since 1979, volunteers from area churches 
have joined hands and hearts to provide a 

most successful and rewarding 
week long summer program for children 

from Preschool Age 4 through Sixth Grade. 

Involvement in VBS promotes 
community outreach, builds 

camaraderie with other churches and 
instills Christian principles in our children.
VBS volunteers are truly devoted to Jesus 

Christ and his teachings. 

Come, 
 Join Us, 
  and Experience 
The Gift of  
 God’s Grace 
 and Love!! 

All information contained in this brochure 
was accurate at the time of printing 

March 2013 

Thank You to the 
following churches for  
allowing us to utilize 

their facilities 

Caroline Church of Brookhaven 
Setauket Presbyterian Church 

Call Caroline Church at 941-4245 or visit the web 
site at: www.carolinechurch.net
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Performing Arts Camp 2013

Last year’s Performing Arts Camp was so wonderful that it was hard not to expect 
a bit of a letdown this year, but early indications are that 2013 will be yet another 
highlight. The camp, despite absolutely no advertising, is already sold out! Camp 
Director Sherrill Jones is stretching her enrollment limit to make sure all of last 
year’s enthusiastic campers are able to return despite several eager new-comers 
who signed up early. Be sure to save the date – July 19th – for the big performance.

This year our talented and intrepid campers will present Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat. To quote one review, “Joseph and the Amazing Technicol-
or Dreamcoat is the perfect show for children and adults alike. The kids like the 
larger than life characters while the adults can appreciate the tongue in cheek humor 
expressed in the songs.” Our Performing Arts Director is Antoine Jones, who 

delighted kids and parents alike when he held this position in 2009 and 2010. Antoine has his B.A. in Theatre 
from SUNY Stony Brook and has toured the country with a classical children’s theatre repertory company; he has 
performed with the Long Island Shakespeare Festival and has formed and directed his own company, Shakespeare 
A La Carte, in addition to his experience in both film and television.  We are thrilled to have him back.

One of the many wonderful aspects of Performing Arts Camp is its history of reaching out to all kids, regardless 
of their parents’ economic status. PAC – at least so far – has always been able to offer scholarship assistance to 
any child who otherwise would be unable to attend. Please help us keep this vital tradition alive: by giving gener-
ously to this very important cause.
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Stony Brook Community Church 
Presents the 9th Annual 

 
 

Vintage  European 
  Sports Car and Motorcycle Display 

 
 

Saturday, July 27, 2013 
Noon to 4:00 pm 
Rain date: Sunday ~ July 28th    

 
The display will be held on the lawn in front of the Stony Brook Community Church, located at  216 Christian Avenue  in 
Stony Brook, 1/4 mile east of the Three Village Inn. We welcome participation from all European sports cars, racing cars 
and motorcycles (from any Nation) that were produced prior to 1983.  We ask that each participating vehicle provide a 
$20 donation to the Stony Brook Community Church.  The Community is invited to join us for FREE to peruse the field 
of fantastic machines!  Come and have fun! Cars are requested to arrive at 11:00 AM for staging in the display area. 
Registration will be on site - the day of the event. 

Spots on the Display Field are limited to the first 60 cars  
Registration will close, promptly at 12 Noon for placement on the display field. 

This event is open to the public.  Come and enjoy the live music and refreshments, which will be available for purchase.  
The Best Car and Cycle Awards will be presented along with a commemorative photo for each vehicle.  After the event, 
show cars will be invited to join us in a Rally through the beautiful villages of Stony Brook, Head of the Harbor, 
Nissequogue and Smithtown, which will last about a 3/4 hour.  It will be a fun event, all in support of the work done by 
the Church. For information, call: 631.751.6371. See you then! 

 
Many thanks to our Corporate Sponsors 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

and STONY BROOK ELECTRIC, INC. 


