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From the Pastor: “Entering Holy Week”

On March 24th, we will enter Holy Week with a celebration of Palm Sunday. 
This will begin the journey to the cross, and through the cross to the Resur-
rection. This is really where the Gospel story began. Those early followers of 
Christ needed to make sense out of the events of this last week – the confron-
tations, the betrayal, their struggle to be courageous in the midst of persecu-
tion, the tragic death and the miraculous resurrected presence of the Christ. 
As they reconstructed the stories of Jesus’ ministry – as they remembered the 
teaching on the hillsides, the healings, the parables he told about the King-
dom of God, it all came together through the lens of those eye witnesses that 
saw him die on the cross and then found an empty grave. Those that dared to 
make the journey with him.

The story comes to us also through the 
deep struggle of those first century Chris-
tians who faced exclusion, persecution, and 
even death when they dared to live out their 
faith. How can we get in touch with that 
“life on the edge” Christianity? We fortu-
nately are not publicly persecuted for our 
faith in this country, so have we relegated

the cross to the joy of Easter morning and skipped right over the Crucifixion. 
Is the cross a thing of the past?

I don’t believe so. Perhaps the most meaningful Good Fridays that I have 
experienced have involved a walk to several “stations” of the cross that 
remind us of our imperfect world – that in my comfort, I not forget the poor, 
the excluded, the victims of violence, the imprisoned, the homeless, the 
mentally ill, those suffering from life-threatening diseases – the list goes on.

...Continued on Page 2 
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March 24, Palm Sunday:
  Liturgy of the Palms:
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 
Luke 19:28-40
  Liturgy of the Word:
Psalm 31: 9-16
Isaiah 50:4-9a
Philippians 2:5-11 
Luke 22:(14-71), 23:1-49(50-56) 
 
March 28, Maundy Thursday:
Psalm 116:1-2, 10-17
Exodus 12:1-4(5-10)11-14
1 Corinthians 11:23-26
John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
 
March 29, Good Friday:
Psalm 22 
Isaiah 52:13--53:12
Hebrews 10:16-25  
John 18:1-19:42

April 21, Fourth Sunday of Easter:
Psalm 23 
Acts 9:36-43
Revelation 7:9-17
John 10:22-30
  
April 28, Fifth Sunday of Easter:
Psalm 148
Acts 11:1-18
Revelation 21:1-6
John 13:31-35

From the Pastor....Continued from Page 1

“ Where Cross the Crowded ways of Life” was an early 20th century hymn that reminds us that we are called to 
be the bearers of the Cross – of Christ’s compassion for all who are in need and at the same time, to do so in the 
powerful realization that Christ of Compassion is there for us as well. As comfortable as our life appears, every 
one of us has experienced places along the journey to call out for the Christ who offers us the strength, hope, 
and love for healing and new life. The Christ who walks with our suffering, leads us into the amazing hope of 
the resurrection. Alleluia!

Along the way with Christ, Pastor Liz

Holy Week Services and Easter Celebrations
Sunday, March 24 –  Palm Sunday, 10 a.m.
Thursday, March 28 – Holy Thursday, 8:00 PM Service of Tenebrae and The Lord’s Supper
Friday, March 29 –  Good Friday Service, 12-3 PM, Setauket Presbyterian Church, “Some Who Were There”.
Saturday, March 30 –  Children’s Easter Party, 10:30 AM
Sunday, March 31   –  Sunrise service on the Stony Brook Village Green, 6:30 AM
                                –  Easter Celebration in our Sanctuary, 10:00 AM

Easter Sunrise Service:  
Psalm 114  
Romans 6:3-11
Luke 24:1-12
 
Easter Service:
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
Acts 10:34-43  
1 Corinthians 15:19-26
John 20:1-18 or Luke 24:1-12

April 14, Third Sunday of Eas-
ter:
Psalm 30 
Acts 9:1-6 (7-20)
Revelation 5:11-14
John 21:1-19

LECTIONARY
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Spring is almost here! 

MYF has some exciting 
events coming up! 

 
Donations for the Easter Party are greatly appreciated.  Find your way through the maze! 

 Items include:  
Plastic eggs, hard boiled eggs, egg dye kits, and candy.   

 

 
Saturday  

  March 30th, 2013 
  10:30am – 12pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Sunday, April 14th 
5pm 

SBCC’s Dinner Talent Show 
 

Enjoy some tasty food while 
Watching the best of SBCC! 

 
If you would like to perform 

Please contact Alyssa! 



Spring Musicale
Our annual Spring Musicale will be held on Sunday afternoon, April 21st. This year we will be featuring a wide, variety of 
wonderful music including the Guitar Duo of Michael Belajonas and James Kennedy; Glenn Baldwin and Friends of Jazz; 

and Valerie Grehan singing with Matt Nemeth. Tickets will be available at Fellowship Hours and at the door. 
Suggested donation: Adults $15; Seniors $10;  Students $5

Sponsor Form

Yes, I wish to help make this concert a success.  I will be a:

      ______ Sponsor ($200+)
      ______ Benefactor ($100-199)
      ______ Patron ($50-99)
      ______ Donor ($25-49)

Enclosed is my donation.  Please list my/our name(s) as indicated:

Please print legibly

All supporters should return this form to the church no later than April 14 to be included in the concert program.  You may 
mail or bring it to the church office or give it to an usher at Sunday morning service.

TWENTY YEARS OF SPRING MUSICALE

This year marks the twentieth time that our church has produced a Spring Musicale.  Started in 1993 by then Director of Music and Or-
ganist, Carol Landis every spring a different group of talented community, church and SUNY Stony Brook musicians have performed to 
benefit our church. Featured for several years was the Takahasi family of string players.  Carol, now organist at Port Jefferson Methodist 
Church, displayed her considerable talents in many of the concerts, including last year’s when she performed solo and with organist 
Joseph Woo.  

Coordinated since 2004 by Joan Wingerter, the event has hosted violinists, pianists, hand bell players, singers, flutists, trumpeters and 
organists. Several very young musical prodigies played at our musicale. Eva Simpson-Abrams played when she was thirteen and has 
been the pianist for our summer Performing Arts Camp.  She is now a music major in college. Many of the musicians from SUNY, such 
as Rachel Schutz, soprano, Christine Free, mezzo-soprano, Jonathan Korth, pianist and Jacob Rhodebeck, pianist have gone on to suc-
cessful careers in music.  

This year we are featuring our own choir director, Valerie Grehan, soprano and SUNY graduate, along with Matt Nemeth on guitar.  
We will hear a classical guitar duo consisting of Michael Belajonas and James Kennedy specializing in Latin American classical guitar 
sounds.  Michael is an associate professor at Suffolk Community College in Selden.  Also performing will be Glenn Baldwin and his 
Friends of Jazz, a group that performs frequently in Huntington and Smithtown.  This jazz band consists of piano, guitar, drums and a 
vocalist all playing blues, jazz and American songbook standards.

PLEASE SET ASIDE SUNDAY AFTERNOON, APRIL 21, AT 4:00 FOR A WONDERFUL EXPERIENCE AND A CHANCE TO 
SUPPORT YOUR CHURCH.

Sponsor forms will be in the church bulletin on upcoming Sundays.  Suggested donation is:   $15, $10 seniors and $5 students.
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Lent is of course a time of thoughtful prayer and preparation, leading up to the glory 
of Palm Sunday, the horror of Good Friday, and the triumphal victory of Easter.  
SBCC has a tradition of weekly soup suppers followed by study throughout Lent, 
and this year the study was a discussion of Adam Hamilton’s book, Seeing Gray in 
a World of Black and White, a search for the truth that resides on all sides of the 
issues.  As Lent and the discussion series draws to a close, some of the participants 
have shared some of their thoughts:

“...A special time apart during Lent to share a meal with church friends; a time 
of individual and group reflection; a time to share interpretation of concepts and 
ideas.”

Let’s change the world again on Sunday, May 19th! 
Please note the date and plan to be a part of this United 
Methodist initiative. Last year after a short worship ser-
vice, work teams set out to help five households in the 
community by doing yard work and minor repairs. Af-
terward, we regrouped in the Community Room to share 
lunch and our experiences. We left feeling satisfied that 
we had made a difference and committed to doing so 
again next year. Well, next year is here, so let’s do it 
again! Look for more information in the April newsletter 
and in the Sunday morning bulletins.

If you have suggestions or know of someone who could 
use our help, speak to Pat Martin.

“CHANGE THE WORLD” SUNDAY, MAY 19TH

LENTEN STUDY & SOUP SUPPERS

UMW 2013 Plant Sale
May 10th & 11th, 10:00 AM - 12:00 Noon (pick up at 4 Pleasant Dr.)
•  Order forms are available in the Narthex
•  Checks should be made payable to “United Methodist Women” and must accompany
your order (We regret that no orders can be processed without full payment).
•  Firm deadline for orders: April 28th
•  Questions? Call 751-0574 during Church office hours (9:00-1:100,M-F or Maureen (246-5512

....it was “provocative discussion with great fellowship and food - well worth the time”



GARDEN SHOW RECAP
On Saturday March 9th the gym in the education building turned into a gorgeous, inviting, green and blooming 
garden when the first annual Three Village Community Garden Show opened. This delight for gardeners (and 
non-gardeners who enjoy the results of others’ hard work!) was organized entirely by Veronica Kreitzev, Meals 
on Wheels Office Manager. A great time was had by all and Ronnie raised $370 for the Stony Brook Community 
Church.

"It’s amazing what one can find with a little house clean-
ing! This plaque and sink were found in a downstairs 
closet behind boxes of books. The plaque is rather self-
explanatory, but the sink is a bit of a mystery. Does any-
one know anything about it? Please call the church office 
(631-751-0574) if you do."
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