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NYAC VISION STATEMENT
The New York Annual Conference, through the grace of God, embodies a beloved
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United Methodists in mission for the transformation of the world.
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Ecclesiastes 3: 1-7

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: 
 a time to be born, and a time to die;

a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; 
 a time to kill, and a time to heal;

a time to break down, and a time to build up; 
 a time to weep, and a time to laugh;
a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 

 a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones together;
a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 

 a time to seek, and a time to lose;
a time to keep, and a time to throw away; 

 a time to tear, and a time to sew;
a time to keep silence, and a time to speak…

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

We look back with fondness and ap-
preciation to our time with Pastor Liz 
while we also look ahead with joy 
and excitement to our approaching 
time with Pastor Chuck.



Lectionary: June-July 2013

June 30, Sixth Sunday after Pentecost:
2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 
Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20  
Galatians 5:1, 13-25
Luke 9:51-62
  
July 7, Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
2 Kings 5:1-14 
Psalm 30  
Galatians 6:(1-6), 7-16; 
Luke 10:1-11, 16-20
  
July 14, Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
Amos 7:7-17
Psalm 82  
Colossians 1:1-14
Luke 10:25-37
  
July 21, Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
Amos 8:1-12
Psalm 52  
Colossians 1:15-28
Luke 10:38-42
  

July 28: Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Hosea 1:2-10
Psalm 85 or 
Colossians 2:6-19
Luke 11:1-13
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Summer
Music Appeal

Praise the LORD!... 

Praise him with trumpet sound;
   praise him with lute and harp! 
Praise him with tambourine and dance;
   praise him with strings and pipe! 
Praise him with clanging cymbals;
   praise him with loud clashing cymbals! 
Let everything that breathes praise the LORD!
Praise the LORD!                               (Psalm 150)

During the summer months our choir takes a well-earned 
break and we turn to volunteers to lead our music in wor-
ship.  We are looking for anyone who plays the trumpet, 
lute, harp, tambourine, strings, pipes, clanging cymbals, 
or loud clashing cymbals (although on second thought 
maybe we should skip the loud clashing cymbals). We 
also are happy to get any of the newfangled instruments 
that weren’t around 3000 years ago when the psalm was 
written, so pianists, organists, etc, are also more than 
welcome. If this is a ministry that fits in well with your 
gifts please speak to Joan Wingerter.

This is also a good time to thank our choir members, 
whose music has glorified God and enriched our worship 
for the past ten months: Laura Reed, soprano; Judy Es-
tes, soprano; Michele Dexter, alto; Carla Retnauer, alto; 
Waveney Bowman, alto; Kathy Martin, alto and tenor; 
Bob Ellinger, tenor/baritone; Jason Haushalter, baritone; 
Malcolm Bowman, bass-baritone; Henry Poor, bass-
baritone; Bill Hamilton, bass-baritone; and of course 
choir director Valerie Grehan. 



Lay Delegate's Report - New York Annual Conference of UMC
June 5th - 8th 2013, HOFSTRA University, Hicksville, Long Island

by Michele Dexter 

Thank you all once again for allowing me to serve SBCC at Annual Conference. This report will cover the pre-
sentation to the lay delegates by Renata Smith  the District Lay Leader and some additional information about 
luncheon meetings with specific organizations within the UMC and topics presented and/or discussed. Anyone 
interested in more detailed information that is not in this report will find it on the conference website. 

Day 1  3PM-5PM  LAITY SESSION
The afternoon's address by Renata Smith was positive and hopeful regarding the activities of the laity.  She 
thanked us and reminded us of all that we do for the NYAC .  She reminded us that having been trained, we are 
called Lay"Servants" for the variety of activities we engage in. 

Our presence at our individual churches is a reminder to our congregations that we represent a larger worldwide 
church active in ministries of justice,  advocacy and nurture, disaster relief and mission throughout the United 
States and the rest of the world. We raise our voices when we see behaviors around us that are inhumane or unjust 
through our participation in local activities as well. Some Lay Servants are  Lay Speakers,  Lay Leaders,  Trust-
ees, serve on SPR committees sing in choirs, are mission teams leaders, book,  bible study and discussion groups 
participants. Some lead bereavement and prayer groups.  Some serve on UMW or UMM. Our laity are Christians 
among us living out the Word by the example of their loving kindnesses, understanding, and availability to the 
other members of their churches and the surrounding community. There are many tasks that we all as laity perform 
every day without even being conscious of our example. What has your contribution been in SBCC. Would you 
like be more apart of the life of SBCC?

Perhaps there is something you would like to start.  In a way we all are Lay Servants in the UMC.
An address by Rev. Dr. Ken Sloane -director of Stewardship and Connectional Ministries followed the presenta-
tion by Renata Smith. 

Dr. Sloane's message covered the meaning of Stewardship and inverted  it to mean receiving rather than giving. 
Most of us do not want to hear the word  S-T-E W-A-R-D-S-H-I-P  because we already see ourselves as being 
bogged down with bills to pay. "Enough is enough" we say to ourselves, "I don't have enough".  However, what 
if we see our tithes ,no matter how small, as contributing to our church's ministries to help others realize their 
potential.  We can see it in a very positive light.  We want to become a vital church.  We don't have to be big to 
be vital we can be "small and mighty".   Of course we have bills to pay, but if we want to follow Jesus,  after our 
church bills are paid we can get down to the work of ministering to the needy.  That's the good stuff that allows 
us to experience receiving.  We can shift the focus of "giving as an obligation to giving as a natural expression of 
gratitude by someone aware of God's blessings."

Continued next page...
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Even if all we had were pennies, if we would share them, how wonderful would that be?  We can go from "purse to 
purpose" DR. Sloane said. It's a new way of approaching our $'s  He recommended looking up "Paying it forward 
Jayden Style"on you.tube. I know you will be touched by it.  I just watched it again and I have tears in my eyes. 
Maybe Jayden Lamb will give you a new approach to giving, one that will live in your heart always. The video 
touched me deeply even on the second viewing. I hope it does the same for you.  You "Pay It Forward" every time 
you give.  Dr. Sloane's message continued suggesting that we shift from "maintaining membership rolls to grow-
ing generous world changing disciples". In this way we can fulfill the mission of the United Methodist Church: 
Making disciples for the transformation of the world.

I hope that the message you hear every Sunday from the pulpit is a message that you take with you into the world 
just as the Acolyte carries the Light into the world at the end of the service.

Blessings to You All at this Challenging  Time of Transition,
Michele 

Elected Lay Delegate to Annual Conference
Local Church Lay Speaker
your Lay Servant and friend

2013 Social Concerns Grants

At the May 21st Church Council meeting members selected the recipients of SBCC’s 2013 Social Concerns 
grants. A total of $1500 was disbursed. The selected causes were:

  • Performing Arts Camp scholarships ($300), to make sure no children were denied the chance to attend PAC
  because their parents couldn’t afford the tuition.
   •  Ministries of Coram ($200), in support of this ministry to those in poverty here on Long Island.
   •  Protestant Campus Ministries ($200), offering a religious home to Protestant students at Stony Brook Univ.
   •  Brighter Tomorrow ($150), providing hope and services to the victims of domestic abuse.
   •  Long Island Council of Churches ($150), in support of the many activities that become possible when Christ’s
  churches work together as one. 
   •  APS Type 1 NORD ($100), to the National Organization of Rare Diseases whose mission is to cure
 individuals afflicted with rare diseases.
   •  Smithtown Stitchers (100), who make and provide quilts to veterans, homecoming injured soldiers, women’s
  shelters, and hospitals.
   •  Pastor’s Discretionary Fund ($100).
   •  Christmas Magic ($100), sharing the joy of Christmas with those in need.
   •  Retired Seniors Program ($100), to provide computers to the unemployed to help them find employment.
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Summer Sunday school will be held the month 
of July. It will include games, crafts, and 

fellowship as we celebrate the summer with 
friends and family! Hope to see you all there!  

 
In His Joy, 

Alyssa 

Dates: July 14-28



June 2013 6

Best Wishes to Liz & Wally

“Pastor: I thank you, the members and friends of Stony Brook Community Church for the love and support you 
have shown me while I have ministered among you. I am grateful for the ways my leadership has been ac-
cepted…. As I leave, I carry with me all that I have learned here.

“Congregation: We receive your thankfulness … and accept that you now leave to retire. We express our grati-
tude for your time among us.… Your influence on our faith and faithfulness will not leave us with your departure.”

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

In a bittersweet service on Sunday, June 23rd the congregation celebrated Pastor Elizabeth Braddon’s six years 
at Stony Brook Community Church and then formally broke the ties that bound her as minister to the church. 
Liz, Wally, and the congregation looked back over the years of Liz’s leadership as well as ahead to new forms of 
ministry for Liz and Wally and new leadership for SBCC.

Following the service Liz and Wally were honored at a reception organized by Michele Dexter (Thanks, Mi-
chele!). The definite highlight was a painting by Gail Chase that the congregation gave Liz as a parting gift, fol-
lowed by the cake with its picture of Liz and Wally kayaking off into a blissful retirement together.

In the final words of the old hymn “Blest Be the Tie that binds” 
When we asunder part it gives us inward pain,
But we shall still be joined in heart and hope to meet again.

We all stay joined in heart with Liz and Wally and hope to see them again either here in Stony Brook or in Con-
necticut.

Liz and Wally’s cell phones and email addresses will remain the same. Their new mailing address will be: 
9B Lanphiers Cove Road
Branford, CT 06405
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Welcome to Pastor Chuck!!!

Be sure to be with us on Sunday, July 7th as we welcome our new pastor, Chuck Van Houten! 
...and save the evening of Wednesday, July 17th when our annual All-Church Picnic will give you a further 
chance to welcome and get to know Chuck, his wife Karen, and his son Jared.



June 2013 8

APPLE FESTIVAL 2013
Save the date… Save the date… Save the date… Save the date… Save the date…Save the date…
Please save this date: Saturday, October 5th

We’ll need everyone involved to make this a particularly successful Apple Festival. Plans are already underway for some 
brand new ideas and, of course, the old favorites.

We hope to restructure a bit and have more people coordinating particular areas. Will you consider taking on a larger role 
this year? It’s very doable, and you will have suggestions and guidelines to work with.

There will be sign-up sheets in the Community Room all summer long. Also, you can talk to Donna Smith, Sue Murphy, Pat 
Martin, or Liz Twiss to share ideas and to volunteer.

This is such an important event for our congregation. We come together to create something that touches all ages, in our lo-
cal community and in our surrounding communities. It is an incredible undertaking, so…save the date because WE NEED 
YOU!!

PAC Scholarship Funds Needed

By the time you read this Performing Arts Camp 2013 will already 
have started with a completely sold out camp – actually more than 
sold out since the maximum number of campers had to be raised 
from 15 to 20 to accommodate everyone. The kids are already hard 
at work (and hard at play!) learning Joseph and the Amazing Tech-
nicolor Dreamcoat under the skilled leadership of Artistic Director 
Antoine Jones, Music Director Kalina Mrmevska, and Choreogra-
pher Lisa Groshans. Be sure to save the date – July 19th – for the big 
performance.

PAC is a wonderful experience for any child – and perhaps espe-
cially for those whose parents can’t afford too many other wonderful 
experiences. This year a full 50% of the campers asked for partial 
or full scholarship aid. Camp Director Sherrill Jones is very careful 
with the PAC budget, but the camp still needs help if it is to continue 
admitting children regardless of their parent’s ability to pay. Please 
help us continue this tradition by sending a check (or placing it in the 
offering) marked “PAC Scholarships.” 

Summer Volleyball!!!  Come one, Come all!  A new volleyball net has just been installed at the Setauket Presby-
terian Church and it’s waiting for you to join members of our congregation and other local places of worship for 
“Serve It Up Wednesdays”!!  Please join us for volleyball practices, informal games and fellowship at 6:30 p.m. 
on alternating Wednesday evenings this summer, beginning on June 26th.  Summer dates are: 6/26, 7/10, 7/24, 
8/7, and 8/21. We will have a lot of fun and hope to get to know other players in the community in anticipation of 
“Volley for Mission” challenges this fall to raise money to fight hunger on Long Island. Please join us for as many 
Wednesdays as you can; all ages are welcome, no experience or prior participation is necessary.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Sherri Aicher, coordinator, at sherrinmark@ live.com or 631-451-0907.  



Stony Brook Community Church 
Presents the 9th Annual 

 
 

Vintage  European 
  Sports Car and Motorcycle Display 

 
 

Saturday, July 27, 2013 
Noon to 4:00 pm 
Rain date: Sunday ~ July 28th    

 
The display will be held on the lawn in front of the Stony Brook Community Church, located at  216 Christian Avenue  in 
Stony Brook, 1/4 mile east of the Three Village Inn. We welcome participation from all European sports cars, racing cars 
and motorcycles (from any Nation) that were produced prior to 1983.  We ask that each participating vehicle provide a 
$20 donation to the Stony Brook Community Church.  The Community is invited to join us for FREE to peruse the field 
of fantastic machines!  Come and have fun! Cars are requested to arrive at 11:00 AM for staging in the display area. 
Registration will be on site - the day of the event. 

Spots on the Display Field are limited to the first 60 cars  
Registration will close, promptly at 12 Noon for placement on the display field. 

This event is open to the public.  Come and enjoy the live music and refreshments, which will be available for purchase.  
The Best Car and Cycle Awards will be presented along with a commemorative photo for each vehicle.  After the event, 
show cars will be invited to join us in a Rally through the beautiful villages of Stony Brook, Head of the Harbor, 
Nissequogue and Smithtown, which will last about a 3/4 hour.  It will be a fun event, all in support of the work done by 
the Church. For information, call: 631.751.6371. See you then! 

 
Many thanks to our Corporate Sponsors 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

and STONY BROOK ELECTRIC, INC. 
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