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NYAC VISION STATEMENT
The New York Annual Conference, through the grace of God, embodies a beloved
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United Methodists in mission for the transformation of the world.
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A SUMMARY OF THE 2012 GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE UMC

United Methodists from five continents addressed a wide range of challenging issues, in-
cluding church structure and human sexuality, and engaged in an Act of Repentance toward 
indigenous people during their 10-day legislative gathering.

Meeting in the Tampa Convention Center, steps away from the waters of Tampa Bay, the 
988 delegates recalled through worship, song and sermon the healing and transforming 
ministry of Jesus beside the Sea of Galilee.

As storms on the Sea of Galilee alarmed the disciples, so too, conflicting stands on structure 
and social justice issues troubled the delegates and some 4,000 visitors and staff. Perhaps 
the most surprising lightning strike occurred at 4:30 p.m. on May 4, the final day of the 
assembly, when the delegates received word from the church’s supreme court that a major 
piece of legislation regarding restructuring violated the denomination’s Constitution. In 
place of all proposals for restructuring, the General Agencies put forth their own plan to 
comply with the 10% reduction in budgeted funds that were granted to them. 

In addition to restructuring and the Act of Repentance, General Conference addressed a 
wide range of topics during its April 24-May 4 gathering. The delegates:

   • Retained the church’s position regarding homosexuality, deciding not to adopt language
       that would have said United Methodists are not of one mind on this issue;
   • Did away with “guaranteed appointments” for clergy;
   • Rejected a proposal for setting aside a bishop to serve as full-time president of the
       Council of Bishops;
   • Entered into full communion with a number of historically black pan-Methodist
       denominations;
   • Approved making the United Methodist Women an autonomous organization
       rather than operating it under the church’s missions agency;
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   • Created a national ministry plan for Pacific Islanders;
   • Adopted a $603.1 million budget for the 2013-2016 period; and

The delegates, from more than 60 nations, processed some 1,200 petitions during the assembly. General Conference meets every four 
years and is the only body that speaks for the 13 million-member denomination.

Actions related to homosexuality
Issues concerning the full inclusion of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgendered persons continues to divide the denomination. Painfully, 
an attempt at “holy conferencing” on day two of the General Conference fell apart when LGBT persons were verbally attacked by those 
who oppose their presence in the church.

On May 3, the defeat of an effort to add a statement to the Social Principles that urged unity and co-existence in spite of opposing views 
on homosexuality, prompted  approximately 100 people entered the plenary area and surrounded the Communion table singing “What 
does the Lord require of you – To Seek justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with your God.” This act peacefully interrupted the 
action of the conference. Indiana Bishop Michael Coyner, presiding officer, adjourned the May 3 morning session after only 20 min-
utes as the singing of protesters made it difficult to conduct business. When the afternoon session began, prayers were offered and the 
demonstrators left.

The assembly retained the current stance saying the denomination considers all persons are “individuals of sacred worth [however, the 
church] does not condone the practice of homosexuality and considers this practice incompatible with Christian teaching.”

Finance
General Conference approved a quadrennial budget of $603.1 million for seven general church funds during 2013 to 2016; that total is 
6.03 percent less than the amount apportioned in the 2009 to 2012.

That sounds like a whopping amount, but local churches should not count on huge savings, since only 2 cents out of every dollar in a 
collection plate goes to support general church ministries.

Delegates approved two new line items in the World Service Fund. They created a $5 million fund for theological education in central 
conferences – church regions in Africa, Europe and the Philippines -- and $7 million to recruit and train young clergy in the United 
States.

That action, combined with earlier recommendations to reduce agency budgets by 6 percent, means general agencies will receive nearly 
10 percent less money in 2013-16 than they received in 2009-2012. That action will be softened by a grant of $1.5 million from the 
General Council on Finance and Administration to the World Service Fund. That grant is partly the result of the finance agency decision 
to reduce the Episcopal Fund by $3 million. Agency members also granted $1 million to help offset deficits experienced by the Commis-
sion on General Conference and returned $500,000 to the General Administration Fund. 

While agencies may experience some savings in a reduced number of agency board members, those savings will be less than the 10 
percent reduction in funds and the rate of inflation over the next four years. 

Since all local churches do not pay the full apportionments, the amount received by all funds is less than the amount budgeted.
By the time exhausted delegates shuffled their way out of the assembly hall shortly before 11 p.m. on May 4th, the denomination looked 
very much like it had before the delegates arrived. Bishop Rosemarie Wenner of Germany, the new president of the Council of Bishops, 
sent the delegates forth on an encouraging note during the conference’s closing worship.

“At the end of all our business ‒ unfinished though (it is), as we are ready to go, let us pause for a moment,” she said. “Let us listen as 
the risen Christ says to us, ‘Fear not! I am with you. And, therefore, follow me.’”

- adapted from a “wrap-up” of General Conference written by Richard Peck, a retired UMC clergyman who has covered 12 general 
conferences as editor of the Daily Christian Advocate. 
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June 24 
1 Samuel 17:(1a,4-11,19-23), 32-49
Psalm 9:9-20  
2 Corinthians 6:1-13
Mark 4:35-41
 
July 1 
2 Samuel 1:1,7-27 
Psalm 130 
2 Corinthians 8:7-15 
Mark 5:21-43
  
July 8 
2 Samuel 5:1-5,9-10 
Psalm 48  
2 Corinthians 12:2-10
Mark 6:1-13
  
July 15 
2 Samuel 6:1-5,12b-19
Psalm 24  
Ephesians 1:3-14
Mark 6:14-29
  
July 22 
2 Samuel 7:1-14a
Psalm 89:20-37  
Ephesians 2:11-22
Mark 6:30-34,53-56
  
July 29 
2 Samuel 11:1-15
Psalm 14  
Ephesians 3:14-21 
John 6:1-21

Church Grounds Update

The improvements to the grounds around the front of the church are continuing 
and now are almost completed. Under the leadership of Whitney Roberts two 
dead trees have been taken down and replaced by new plantings. A new util-
ity pole has been installed and most of the wiring has been removed from the 
old pole: we still have one utility that hasn’t moved its wiring which of course 
must be done before the old pole can be removed. 

As always, help in maintaining the grounds is very welcome. If you have a 
green thumb (or if you have a purple thumb but would like to learn more about 
gardening) please speak to Whitney.
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For Change The World Sunday on May 20th, the chil-
dren came up with the idea and decorated the Re-Think 
poster to be displayed in front of the church. They all 
thought a great deal and decided to think of different 
words that started with: R E T H I N K that focused on 
changing the world.

Word such as: Revelation, Eco-Friendly, Thoughtful, Helping Others, Inspiration, Nice Doings, and Knowledge 
are just a few words that surround the poster. They decorated the poster showing these words in action. The poster 
is still displayed but you can see down below that a lot of hard work and heart went into making this poster. 

May 20th--“Change the World”

Forty-three of us gathered at the church on May 20th to take part in this United Methodist initiative. While 
we did not literally “change the world,” we did make a positive impact on five local households.
Our goal was to form five work teams to go to assigned homes to do yard work and minor repairs. We met 
that goal with five full teams of seven to ten people (adults, teens, and children) who took off after a short 
worship service to work mowing, clearing, hauling, pruning, and bagging (poison ivy anyone?). It was 
hard work but extremely satisfying in that each homeowner was truly grateful for the helping hands. The 
homeowners were elderly, disabled, or just in need of some extra help. We were able to make a difference 
for them, and that is something we can celebrate.
Tired, dirty, and hungry, we regrouped in the Community Room afterward for lunch. People talked about 
the experience, made suggestions, and expressed interest in doing it again next year. Thank you, every-
one—we did a good thing! - Pat Martin
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2012 Social Concerns Disbursement 

Have you ever wondered what happens to the money you mark off each week on the offering envelope? Each year the 
church gathers the money earmarked for social concerns from congregational giving to donate to various organizations 
and causes.  Last year approximately $3,000 was given to 13 groups across Long Island and the World.   In order to decide 
who the recipients will be, recommendations are requested from members of our congregation.  These suggestions are then 
brought before council, discussed and a final vote is taken.

There are two ways you can be a part of the process.  First, in the bulletin on the next several Sundays, you will find an insert 
asking for your input. Simply fill out a form and return it to the church office or place it in the offering plate.  You have until 
June 24th to give the name of an organization to be considered.  Also, you are welcome to come to church council on June 
26th at 7:30 when the decisions will be made. This is a wonderful way for us to reach out to others in order to help make a 
difference for those in need. Thank you for faithful weekly contributions!

CONGRATULATIONS!!!

“On June 6 the Three Village Central School District's Presidential Award Ceremony for Community Service was 
held at Gelinas Junior High School.  Three of our young people received awards.  They are Shannon Graham, 
Jessica Marino and Matthew Seyfert.  Congratulations Shannon, Jessica and Matt for making a difference and 
helping to change the world!”

---------------------------------------------------

“Congratulations to Kim Klecher who is graduating from Ward Melville HS on Sunday and will be attending the 
University of Massachusetts in Amherst, Mass. Erinna Bowman received her MS in International Health from 
the University of London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. Kerri Smith received a doctorate in higher 
education.”

---------------------------------------------------

“Congratulations to Lisa and Jason Haushalter on the birth of Sarah Antoinette on May 31st.”

---------------------------------------------------

“We are thrilled that SBCC Herald editor Bob Retnauer has 
been honored with a commission to display some of his im-
ages on the lobby walls of a New York City office building.  
The largest panoramic images are 20’ long and many of the 
other images are at least 5’-6’ in length. Please go to the web-
site  www.longislandscenes.com to view these lovely images 
of Long Island.”  - Liz

http://www.longislandscenes.com


Choir Appreciation

“Sing to the Lord a new song, for He’s done such marvelous things!

Shout with joy to the Lord, all ye nations, with a just and jubilant song!”

For the past nine months the Stony Brook Community Church choir has been singing to the Lord new songs and old songs, 
classical anthems and modern pieces, familiar tunes and exotic new sounds. From the recently performed “Ave, ave verum 
corpus” by Mozart (described by some as the most perfect choral piece ever composed) to “Follow Me,” a spiritual about 
Fisherman Peter by contemporary composer John Carter, Sunday after Sunday the choir has inspired and led the congrega-
tion in music. Thursday after Thursday (or some months Wednesday after Wednesday) the choir has faithfully practiced, 
preparing to make a joyful noise on Sunday. As summer approaches and the choir gets a well-deserved rest, we’d like to 
take this opportunity to thank all our loyal singers: Laura Reed, soprano; Judy Estes, soprano; Michele Dexter, alto; Carla 
Retnauer, alto; Waveney Bowman, alto; Kathy Martin, alto and tenor; Bob Ellinger, tenor/baritone; Jason Haushalter, bari-
tone; Henry Poor, bass-baritone; Malcolm Bowman, bass-baritone; and Bill Hamilton, bass-baritone, all under the capable 
direction of Valerie Grehan. As is traditional, the choir will close out their year on June 24th with Beethoven’s “The Heavens 
are Telling.”
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While listening to the final anthems for this season, please consider what it 
would be like to be singing along. The choir always welcomes new members 
(at the moment especially sopranos!), experience is not needed: the choir will 
teach you all you need to know. Re-discover how much fun it is to sing with 
a group — you’re welcome to try coming to a few Thursday rehearsals to dis-
cover why choir members keep coming back year after year.

And while the choir is having time off, we invite all musicians in the congre-
gation to step forward to provide the music for one (or more!) week(s). Every 
Sunday we have an organist or pianist, but we would very much like to have 
vocal and instrumental solos, duets, etc. as special music for the service. If 
you sing or play an instrument or know of someone who does please see Joan 
Wingerter.


