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I love those words of that beautiful hymn, Great Is 
Thy Faithfulness. As we sang those words in worship 
this past week, my heart was moved to share some of 
the words of this verse then, that I share with you now. 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, thine own 
dear presence to cheer and to guide; strength for 
today and bright hope for tomorrow, blessings all 
mine, with ten thousand beside! Great is thy faithful-
ness! Great is thy faithfulness! Morning by morning 
new mercies I see; all I have needed thy hand hath 
provided; great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me. 
(words, Thomas O. Chisholm, 1923).

What wonderful words of promise, hope, and faith! 
What words could be more fitting and more comfort-
ing in times of trial and challenge, such as the time 
we find ourselves in at this moment in our world’s 
history.  For it is times such as these when we must 
lean on the unfailing faithfulness, and love of God.

As I prayed the words of this hymn last Sunday, I found my mind drifting to the 
words of the great apostle Paul in the opening verses of his letter to the church in 
Ephesus. Paul’s words are both a grateful reminder of the connection that we all 
share in as the body of Christ in this place and of the promise of life everlasting 
given to each of us, the most important and precious gift ever afforded in human 
existence. A message that is greatly needed in this time of great loss and fear. Paul 
writes the following:

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, to the saints who are in Ephe-
sus and are faithful in Christ Jesus: Grace to you and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ.



Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed 
us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he 
chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blame-
less before him in love. He destined us for adoption as his children through 
Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise of his 
glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. In him we have 
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to 
the riches of his grace that he lavished on us.

I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray 
that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a 
spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the 
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eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glori-
ous inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the 
working of his great power. Ephesians 1: 1-8, 17-19

And so, I open this letter to you in the same language as always, mimicking the apostle Paul’s greeting above. Grace and 
peace to you in the name of our God in heaven, and our Lord and savior, Jesus the Christ. 

This beautiful, and meaningful, passage is one that I have returned to from time to time in my ministry here at SBCC, for it 
talks of how Paul does not cease in giving thanks for the church he helped birth in Ephesus and of his love and gratitude for 
the saints there. In much the same way I begin each day, as I pray for all of you without ceasing, especially in this time of 
Covid that has kept us apart, physically and otherwise, over the last eleven months. You all are always in my thoughts and 
prayers. I give thanks to God for all of you for your tireless devotion in these last eleven months, as always, and for your 
willingness to adapt and learn to serve and be the church of Jesus Christ in this place, even amidst a pandemic the likes of 
which we have never encountered in our lifetime. 

I love the verse in this reading where Paul prays that the eyes of your heart would be enlightened. It is my hope that God, 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, has been enlightening the eyes of your heart – and mine – in these days of challenge and 
faith. That is so very important to the life that lies behind and undergirds the physical life that we best know.

In that spirit, as we now continue to move through this strange and challenging time, filled with loss, fear, and isolation, I 
wish to remind you of the God to whom we all belong. In his letter to the Ephesians, Paul states that God has “blessed us in 
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world 
to be holy and blameless before him in love. He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according 
to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. In him we 
have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace that he lavished 
on us.”  Wow! What a blessing! What grace! Can you feel redemption as you read those verses that drip with the message 
of God’s love, mercy, and grace?

We are the sheep of his pasture, the ones who have been blessed with every spiritual blessing and adopted as his children to his 
good pleasure, not because we are special but simply because we are loved with the same everlasting love that God offers to all of 
God’s creation. Yes, we are his beloved, because that is God’s gracious choice for you and for me. We are part of God’s ‘Beloved 
Community” as Martin Luther King Jr. once said. Through him we have redemption and forgiveness of sin lavished upon us ac-
cording to the riches of his graces, not ours, thanks be to God. The question is, will we have the courage to live into the reality of 
creating that “Beloved Community” in our time and in our sphere of influence? In all honesty, I cannot think of more important 
words to hold onto and build upon in faith as we move into and through what will, hopefully, be these final months of Covid.



Thus it is these words from the apostle Paul that I pray you will 
read in the days and months ahead as we look for new ways to hold 
one another in prayer and in our hearts. It is these words from Paul 
that I pray you will reread as we continue to find new ways to be 
together and work together for the greater good of God in our lo-
cal and global community, sharing this word of love and hope that 
comes to us from the New Testament, the living word of God, for 
there is much work still to be done with regard to justice and full in-
clusion of all God’s beloved in our world today. God’s living word 
never loses relevance. It only becomes more relevant in times of 
challenge and crisis, the likes of which we find our world in today. 
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Consequently, we must be even more deliberate in sharing this message of hope and forgiveness in our daily lives, so that the world around us 
will come to know that ultimately God will take care of our souls, the souls of our loved ones, and all humankind. 

The truth is, God wants us to know, Paul wants us all to know that you, we all, are the beloved of God. The great and weighty result of that 
beloved-ness, is that you are entrusted with a message of grace, an invitation of redemptive healing as only God’s heart can offer it: fully in the 
life, death, and resurrection of a risen Lord and Savior, God’s own self, in the person of Jesus the Christ. This Jesus, though he was fully God, 
became human and took on flesh for the forgiveness of the sins of all humanity. And yes, that means all. That means you and me. Thanks be 
to God. 

Therefore, you and I, as Children of God, who believe in a loving and all-powerful, and compassionate God, have nothing to fear in this life, for 
there is nothing in this life that can take away God’s eternal promise of plenteous redemption in our Lord and Savior, in this life or in the next.

Yes, we still have a blessed and meaningful future, my friends, as always. One that God has planned and is currently offering to us, even – and 
especially – amidst these challenging and angst-filled times. So, do not lose heart my beloved! Do not lose faith! For, God has promised us a 
future filled with hope because of God’s great faithfulness, mercy, and love. For great is God’s faithfulness!

Therefore, as we move forward together, let us remember God’s word as it comes to us from the prophet Jeremiah, chapter 29, verses 
11 & 12. These are some of the most promise-filled and hope-filled words which have been handed down to us over more than three 
millennia via the living word of God: 

For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the LORD, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope. Then 
when you call upon me and come and pray to me, I will hear you.

Yes, I pray that we all will call upon the Lord for the healing of our world and of our nation. Let us choose to persevere in our love for 
one another and for the world around us because of Jesus’ great and power-filled love for us all. 

And so, I close this message with the words of Hebrews 12:

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, 
and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake 
of  the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of 
God.” (Hebrews 12:1-2)

Wow! Powerful and encouraging words! So, let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, my friends, always remembering 
that it is God’s great faithfulness that gives us strength for today, and bright hope for tomorrow. Yes, blessings all yours, and mine, with 
ten thousand beside, for great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me, unto you, unto all. May it be so. Amen.

In God’s love, joy, and hope,
Pastor Chuck



FEBRUARY & MARCH LECTIONARY

February 7: 
Fifth Sunday After the Epiphany 2021
Isaiah 40:21-31
Psalm 147:1-11, 20c (UMH 859)
1 Corinthians 9:16-23
Mark 1:29-39

February 14: 
Fifth Sunday After the Epiphany 2021
2 Kings 2:1-12
Psalm 50:1-6 (UMH 783)
2 Corinthians 4:3-6
Mark 9:2-9

February 21: 
Ash Wednesday 
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17
Psalm 51:1-17 (UMH 785)
2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

February 21: 
First Sunday in Lent 2021
Genesis 9:8-17
Psalm 25:1-10 (UMH 756)
1 Peter 3:18-22
Mark 1:9-15

February 28: 
Second Sunday in Lent 2021
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16
Psalm 22:23-31 (UMH 752)
Romans 4:13-25
Mark 8:31-38
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March 7, Third Sunday in Lent 2021
Exodus 20:1-17
Psalm 19 (UMH 750)
1 Corinthians 1:18-25
John 2:13-22

March 14, Fourth Sunday in Lent 2021
Numbers 21:4-9
Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 (UMH 830)
Ephesians 2:1-10
John 3:14-21
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Changes to the Board of Trustees

As always, we are most grateful to the Board of Trustees for the huge amount of work they do caring for our most 
important physical assets, our buildings and grounds. At this time we’d like to say a special thanks to those leav-
ing the board and a gratitude-filled welcome to those coming on.

Barbara Lynch is departing the board but will be the liaison to the Hague House tenant and the departed tenant’s 
family in the interim.  The Board of Trustees wishes to thank Barbara for her past service and her willingness to 
assist the Trustees as the sale of the Hague House progresses.

Jillian Cafarella and Mark Marino have just joined the board. Former trustee Whitney Roberts has volunteered to 
assist the trustees for grounds-related issues.

Lindsay Meyer, Jerry Meyer, Gail Chase, Donna Smith, and Carolyn Martin have volunteered to remain on the 
Board of Trustees for 2021.  These members have served on the Trustees for many years and their dedication to 
the Church and to the Trustees mission to maintain our properties is greatly appreciated.
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     Happy  Valentines Day from UMW-SBCC 
 
Valentines  Day is on its way  
And you are in our thoughts today  
An individually designed valentine is due to you 
But for now, this graphic will have to do. 
The nasty pandemic put a kink in our plans 
And so we are sending you one of our scans.  
Although this situation keeps us apart 
We still are connected heart to heart. 
Out wishes are heartfelt  
And ring ever true 
As we wish Happy Valentines Day to you! 
 
   Happy Valentines Day  
      From your friends 
          at  United Methodist Women 
                Stony Brook Community Church 
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In Loving Memory of Gail Smith 
 
 
Stony Brook Community Church lost a good friend 
and a wonderful custodian on Saturday, January 30, 
when Gail Mary Smith passed away at age 72. A 
loving wife, mother, grandmother, and friend, Gail 
was born in Port Jefferson on August 27, 1948 to John 
and Joan Kerwin. For 53 wonderful years she was 
married to our second custodian, Dave Smith. They 

raised two daughters, Dawn and Lynnann, and one son, JD. Gail’s warm and sunny 
personality enhanced the lives of all who knew her; her smile could brighten the 
darkest of days. Gail, who joined the church staff in 2008, loved to walk around 
town, stopping to talk to all. She is survived by her husband David, her three 
children, her brother Richard, her sister Carol, and her grandchildren Erin, Theresa, 
Conner, Alyssa, Parker, and Emily. A memorial service was held last Saturday, 
February 5th. Those wishing to help support the family at this difficult time may send 
a check to the church marked “Gail Smith memorial fund.” The church offers our 
most sincere prayers and our deepest sympathy to Dave and all the family. 

 

In my Father's house are many mansions:  
if it were not so, I would have told you.  

I go to prepare a place for you. 
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Congratulations to the Bowman’s on their 54th Wedding Anniversary!
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Prayer in the Time of Covid-19

May we who are merely inconvenienced 
Remember those whose lives are at stake. 

May we who have no risk factors 
Remember those most vulnerable. 

May we who have the luxury of working from home 
Remember those who must choose between preserving their health or making their rent. 

May we who have the flexibility to care for our children when their schools close 
Remember those who have no options. 

May we who have to cancel our trips 
Remember those that have no safe place to go. 

May we who are losing our margin money in the tumult of the economic market 
Remember those who have no margin at all. 

May we who settle in for a quarantine at home 
Remember those who have no home. 

As fear grips our country, 
Let us choose love. 

During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms around each other, 
let us yet find ways to be the loving embrace of God to our neighbors. Amen
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WHAT TO GIVE UP FOR LENT 
LENT  2021 

A Lenten Reflection 

"Whoever wishes to be my follower must deny his very self,  
take up his cross each day, and follow in my steps." (Luke 9:23) 

Give up complaining——focus on gratitude. 

Give up pessimism——become an optimist. 

Give up harsh judgments——think kindly thoughts. 

Give up worry——trust Divine Providence. 

Give up discouragement——be full of hope. 

Give up bitterness——turn to forgiveness. 

Give up hatred——return good for evil. 

Give up negativism——be positive. 

Give up anger——be more patient. 

Give up pettiness——become mature. 

Give up gloom——enjoy the beauty that is all around you. 

Give up jealousy——pray for trust. 

Give up gossiping——control your tongue. 

Give up sin——turn to virtue. 

Give up giving up——hang in there! 

 


