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Lent is especially a period in the Christian calendar in which the readings during Sun-
day worship recount the events that pointed Jesus toward the cross. Consequently, as 
we spiritually walk toward the cross with Jesus Lent becomes a time of introspection 
and inner examination for the faithful follower of Christ, a time to ponder what this 
journey means for our lives, and the world.

Therefore I would like to invite you during Lent to set aside time for prayer and devo-
tions every day. Even if only for 10 minutes a day, it can make an important difference 
for your soul. Whether it be a daily devotion from the Upper Room publication (avail-
able in the entranceway of our church, or online at our church website), participating 
in the Lenten study that is being offered, or any other Lenten devotional guide that you 
might prefer, Lent is the perfect time in the church year to get started with personal 
daily devotions, prayer, or bible reading that can enhance your spiritual journey.

On Ash Wednesday, March 5th, we will be having our annual Ash Wednesday prayer 
vigil here at SBCC. The church will be open all day for those who would like to come 
by at an assigned time to be in prayer. The sign up sheet is available in the Community 
Room. Remember, even if you cannot come to the church to pray you can sign up and 
be part of the vigil at home or wherever works best for you. Our goal is to have church 
members in prayer all day for the people of our church and community as we enter 
into this prayerful time of year. Each year I have the privilege of taking part in either 
an Ash Wednesday or a Good Friday prayer vigil. This has always been one of the most 
peace-filled and amazingly meaningful spiritual exercises of the year for me. I want to 
encourage you all to consider being a part of this year’s vigil.

...Continued on next page....

The Lenten Path
Greetings! This coming week is Ash Wednes-
day! It is time for us all to begin our Lenten 
journey together. As we prepare to do so, I 
want to remind us all that while Lent is of-
ten thought of as a time of year when we give 
something up, there is a greater purpose in 
the “giving up.” We often give something up 
in order to make room in our hearts   ̶  or in 
our schedules   ̶ to spend time with God. 
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I know that we are all very busy. So my question is, what will you give up for Lent in order to make room for the life giving prac-
tice of spiritual study and devotions? Time watching TV?  time on the internet? or Facebook? There are many things that we 
busy ourselves with every day that simply take up time and space in our lives without us realizing it. Please prayerfully consider 
how you will make time to be with God in this season and strengthen the most important relationship you will ever have: your 
relationship with God! I do pray that you will make every effort to add time with God in this season of lent. The one thing I can 
promise you is that if you give yourself over to God this Lent, your life will be the better and deeper for it. 

I look forward to seeing you on Sunday mornings and at our study groups throughout this deep and meaningful season in which 
we walk toward the cross with Christ and learn of his amazing love for the world. 

Yours in God’s love, joy and hope
Pastor Chuck

Liturgy

February 23, 2014 
Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany 
Leviticus 19:1-2, 9-18
Psalm 119:33-40 (UMH 840)
I Corinthians 3:10-11, 16-23
Matthew 5:38-48

March 2, 2014 
Transfiguration Sunday
Exodus 24:12–18
Psalm 99 (UMH 819)
2 Peter 1:16–21
Matthew 17:1–9

March 9, 2014 
First Sunday in Lent
(Daylight Saving Time Begins)
Genesis 2:15–17; 3:1–7
Psalm 32 (UMH 766)
Romans 5:12–19
Matthew 4:1–11

March 16, 2014 
Second Sunday in Lent
Genesis 12:1–4a
Psalm 121 (UMH 844)
Romans 4:1–5, 13–17
John 3:1–17

March 23, 2014 
Third Sunday in Lent
Exodus 17:1–7
Psalm 95 (UMH 814)
Romans 5:1–11
John 4:5–42

March 30, 2014 
Fourth Sunday in Lent 
1 Samuel 16:1–13
Psalm 23 (UMH 754 or 137)
Ephesians 5:8–14
John 9:1–41

In addition, we also will be offering our new Lenten Study 
Series, “24 Hours That Changed the World.” Once again, I will 
be leading this series written by Adam Hamilton. This series 
chronicles the last 24 hours of the life of Christ and many of 
the videos for this study were shot on Rev. Hamilton’s trip 
to the Holy Land just a few years ago.  It is truly one of those 
series that will change your perspective on Lent and the final 
days in the life of our savior. Sign-ups began this past Sunday. 
Remember: you can sign up in the community room in the 
church, or you can sign-up by contacting the church office at 
631-751-0574 or by emailing us at stonybrookcommunity-
church@gmail.com.
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Both teachers, Ron and Kate Hausske come naturally to the role of running Sunday School, the MYF, and 
anything else related to youth; oh, and it helps to have 2 daughters of their own: Maddie and Millie.

Recently moving from the west coast, Kate is settling back into the Long Island lifestyle, while Ron is quickly 
getting used to it.  Their view on education is to make it accessible (and fun) for everyone.  It is important to both 
Ron and Kate that the youth take pride and ownership of themselves and the community around them.

Ron and Kate are excited to jump right into their new role as the 30-Hour Famine is fast approaching.  On 
Saturday, March 1st the youth of the church will embark on the famine to learn about hunger around the world.
This will be a learning and teambuilding experience as they partake in physical challenges within their tribes, 
have video discussions on hunger, do a community service project, and plan a church service all while fasting.

Participating, so far:
 Catherine Betz 
 Jared Van Houten 
 Jessica Marino 
 Jonathan Cadicamo 
 Matt Seyfert 
 Sarah Kletcher 
 Shannon Graham 

For more information and to offer support, visit our team’s webpage at: http://30hf.worldvision.org/goto/SBCCMYF
or talk with Kate, Ron, or any of the participants!

Team Goal: $3,000 
 
Current Total: $784 
That is 26% of our overall goal 
 Help support our team and feed the hungry! 

Take a
HOUSE and a KEY;  
put them together 
and what do you get?

HAUSSKE!

Two of them to be 
exact,
as your new:

Children and Youth 
Coordinators!
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This year’s festival will be held on September 13th which now gives us 197 days to get ready. With a date 
this early in the fall, we have high hopes for great weather, and as a bonus, that Saturday is the day before 
Back to Church Sunday, so we have a terrific opportunity to combine a fun day with good publicity for 
the church. 

We remain excited about all the possibilities to make the festival even bigger and better! We’re looking for 
suggestions (not to mention volunteers). So far you’ve told us you’d like sheep sheering and apple pies. 
What else would make this a can’t-miss event that you’d just have to bring your friends to? We still have 
those 200 days: plenty of time to dream big.

Please speak to your festival committee: Pat Martin, Kate Hausske, Donna Smith, Megan Murphy, Sue 
Murphy, or the office with your wildest ideas.

UMW Valentine Workshop

The Annual UMW Valentine Workshop was held recently on a cold winter’s night.  Fifty eight Valentines 
were created and sent to our extended church family. That is a lot of LOVE and warm wishes!  The follow-
ing valentine creators enjoyed an evening of creativity and camaraderie: Michele Dexter, Susan Trawick, 
Carolyn Graham, Sue Murphy, Carla Retnauer, Elsie Cadicamo, Carolyn Martin, Bobbie Johnson and 
Gail Chase

If It Ain’t Broke Don’t Fix It

After several weeks of nominations and numerous wonderful suggestions, 
the Church Council met to select the new name for the Festival-Formerly-
Known-as-the-Apple-Festival and decided upon (drum roll, please)….The 
Apple Festival.

Fall Family


