
STAR-GIVING
What I’d really like to give you for Christmas is a star…..

Brilliance in a package,
something you could keep in the pocket of your jeans

or in the pocket of your being.
Something to take out in times of darkness,

something that would never snuff out or tarnish,
something you could hold in your hand,

something for wonderment,
something for pondering,

something that would remind you of
what Christmas has always meant:

God’s Advent Light into the darkness of this world.
But stars are only God’s for giving

and I must be content to give you words and wishes and
packages without stars.

But I can wish for you life
as radiant as a Star

that announced the Christ Child’s coming,
and as filled with awe as the shepherds who stood beneath its light.

And I can pass on to you the love
that has been given to me,

ignited countless times by others
who have knelt in Bethlehem’s light.

Perhaps, if you ask, God will give you a star. 

Ann Weems, 1980, in “Kneeling in Bethlehem”
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Please send updates and information to 
Newsletter Editor, Bob Retnauer, at

bobretnauer@optimum.net 

“I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people...”

Ann Weems has said it so well! I wish to each of you all the 
blessings of the knowledge that God is indeed present with us 
through all the journeys of our lives. God-with-us – EMMAN-
UEL – born over and over again as the Love of Christ is shared. 
Please celebrate this wondrous birth once again by joining us 
for the Christmas Pageant, Christmas Eve Candlelight Service,

and Christmas Day worship. If you are traveling, may God’s traveling mercies keep you 
safe! 
 With Joy, Pastor Liz



UPCOMING EVENTS

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS SEASON
December 17, 5-8 PM - Parsonage Holiday Open House
December 18, 5 PM – Christmas Pageant & Caroling
December 24, 7:30 PM – Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
December 25, 10 AM – Christmas Day Worship Service

Christmas Pageant & Caroling
This year the pageant will be held on Sunday, December 18th. Our first meeting of the children and youth with 
Valerie Grehan, this year’s coordinator, was on Sunday, November 6th, to give Valerie and the young people a 
chance to get to know each other.  Christmas pageant rehearsals will be during Sunday school every Sunday start-
ing Nov. 20th and running through the day of the pageant, Dec. 18th.  We will also be having a run through in the 
evening at the church on Saturday, Dec. 17th so we can rehearse for the first and only time in the performance 
space.  Hope to see you there! After the pageant, we will gather downstairs for hero sandwiches and salad and 
fuel up for a hardy night of Christmas caroling. This year we will do the Blinkerlight neighborhood ( behind the 
church) and gather back at Carolyn Martin’s house for Hot Chocolate and cookies. PLEASE BRING A PLATE 
OF COOKIES TO DONATE TO THIS EVENT. Remember to bring flashlights for reading the carol books.

UMW  Covered Dish Dinner
January 22, 2012:  We will be hosting our annual covered dish dinner. All the women of the church are invited 
to bring their favorite entrée, salad, dessert, beverage to share with the group. There will be a sign-up sheet in 
the Community Room. Come enjoy a pleasant evening of fellowship with the ladies of the church. The dinner 
will be hosted by Sherrill Jones at her home...time TBD.

Book Sale
March 2012. Stony Brook Community Church UMW has had a tradition of a book sale each Spring. UMW 
would like to see this happen again. We are looking for a chairperson for this event. We need an individual / 
team with time to coordinate the gathering, sorting, pricing of the books. This is a wonderful community event 
with a small café and story time. 

Calling All Youth!!!
I hope you will come out this Sunday for Christmas Caroling after the Christmas Pageant. It will be great to see 
you all together again. We are ready to start the new year with a new schedule of youth activities. Please put 
Saturday, January 7th on your calendar. We’re planning a bowling and pizza party at the Bowling Lanes in Port 
Jefferson. I don’t have an exact time yet but we’re aiming for 3-5 pm or 4-6pm. You are encouraged to invite 
friends to come. There will also be a few youth from Setauket UMC. Later in January we will have an open gym 
night - probably January 29th.  What else would you like to do?     ~   Pastor Liz

New Church Directory
The new Church Directory will be available in the community room beginning Sunday, Dec. 18.
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PLANNING FOR OUR FUTURE MINISTRY

In the last newsletter, I wrote about our “Call to Action” Ministry Plan that we are preparing for our use and to be submitted to the 
Annual Conference along with plans from all the United Methodist churches across the country. No two churches are alike and so it is 
important that our plan to turn around the declining membership and participation in the church be our unique plan – the one that fits us. 
In order to do that we need as many voices as possible participating in the process. So far, our face-to-face meetings have reached only  
a fraction of the congregation. 

Please take 15 minutes to fill out the questions below and return them to me either by email, in person, or you can mail them to the office. 
They come from a planning guide provided to us.  Our third and final meeting will be on Saturday, January 7th from 9:30 a.m. until 12 
noon. Please come to that session.  Our final report to the New York Annual Conference is due by January 31st. 

Vital Congregation Planning Guide
•  What changes are occurring in our community (Stony Brook, E. Setauket) that may impact the future ministry at SBCC?  ________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
     
•  What do you see as the current needs of the community?  ____________________________________________________________

•  What are the strengths of SBCC? _______________________________________________________________________________

•  What are our challenges?  _____________________________________________________________________________________

•  Please write  a 50 word or less description of what you feel God is leading SBCC to be in five years: __________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

•  What values guide our congregation’s decision making? One way to look at this is to think about how the church spends its resources 
of time and money.  ___________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

•  Is there any change you would like to see in that list of values?  _______________________________________________________

•  If SBCC were to cease to exist tomorrow, what would be missed by the community in which we are located? __________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 
•  Who are we called by God to be passionate about reaching?  __________________________________________________________

•  What areas of ministry would you like to most see addressed in this report?   ____________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

•  Other comments:  ___________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Thank you for taking the time. Your voice is vitally important!   ~   Pastor Liz
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STEWARDSHIP UPDATE

Dear congregational friends: 

Our fall fundraising drive is in full swing. We are well on the way to making our goal of $87,000 from congre-
gational giving, but we need the support of everyone to achieve our target. Please remember that a pledge is not 
a promise, not a contract, not a “I must make it or I will be chastened or criticised or made to feel guilty”. Not at 
all; pledging is just an honest intention, that can be adjusted at any time as circumstances change.  

Our fortunes rise and fall, unexpected expenses come our way, we lose a job. From the church’s perspective; it’s 
really a planning tool, allowing our leaders to make better informed, smart decisions for the year ahead. 

If you have received blessings from participation in the life of the church, then please donate! If you missed 
commitment Sunday, then just bring in your commitment card to worship and drop it in the plate, or mail it to 
the church office at 216 Christian Ave, Stony Brook NY 11790. We will continue to receive pledges until the end 
of the calendar year. If you prefer, donations can be made anonymously; your identity will be known only to the 
financial secretary. You will receive an annual giving receipt for income tax purposes as usual.

To put you in the Christmas spirit, take a look at this hilarious video, performed by young children in Auckland, 
New Zealand, Waveney’s and my home town. You’ll get a great chuckle out of it!

The Story of Christmas - A Kiwi Version (Click title to view video)

“Happy Christmas to all, and to all a good-night!” (courtesy of Clement Clarke Moore).

Malcolm Bowman
Chair, 2012 Stewardship Committee
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THE CHOIR LOFT

Have you considered joining the choir for the month of Decem-
ber, adding your voice to our joyous Christmas Eve and Christ-
mas Day music? We would certainly welcome you, and if you 
have a relative who is musical who will be here for Christmas, we 
can send him or her music ahead of time.  Contact Joan or Valerie.
 

http://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/video.cfm?c_id=1&gallery_id=115925&gal_cid=1


WATER BRIGADE EXPEDITION TO HONDURAS

This coming January, Malcolm Bowman is taking a group of 22 volunteers aged between 18 and 69 years, to a 
small mountain village in Honduras named Guaricayan, where about 120 residents reside in poverty in tiny houses made of 
mud bricks, many with dirt floors. 
 
The purpose of the trip is to finish the installation of a modern, treated water supply system that will meet the needs of the 
villagers for many years to come. 
 
Malcolm has requested that the Stony Brook Community Church become a supporting sponsor of the expedition. 
 
The expedition is organized by Global Brigades, an international student volunteer organization with almost 300 chapters 
located in the USA, Canada, the UK, Germany, Austria and Switzerland. The main regions of activity are in Honduras, 
Panama and Ghana, Africa. See http://globalbrigades.org for more information. 
 
The villagers in Guaricayan survive in a subsistence economy, growing their staples of corn, beans and rice. Some of the 
more wealthy villagers have small herds of livestock. Very few homes have electricity laid on. Health care is almost non 
existent. The maternal death rate is very high. They get no assistance whatsoever from the government. Toilets are located 
in outhouses with a bucket flushing system.
 
Malcolm reports that the participants, who include enthusiastic and motivated students, former students, friends and a local 
general surgeon, wish to find ways to report to the congregation and the larger community following this extraordinary op-
portunity to help those in dire need. As Malcolm’s dentist said to him today “You are doing God’s work!”
 
A photo album of last January’s trip to Guaricayan can be found at thw following link: 
<https://picasaweb.google.com/lh/sredir?uname=malcolmontheroad&target=ALBUM&id=5685994234671110705&authk
ey=Gv1sRgCJyix-f7up7IzwE&feat=email>.
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http://globalbrigades.org
<https://picasaweb.google.com/lh/sredir?uname=malcolmontheroad&target=ALBUM&id=5685994234671110705&authkey=Gv1sRgCJyix-f7up7IzwE&feat=email>.
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CHRISTMAS TREE  & WREATH SALE
With the gift of a gloriously beautiful day which started out with 
the 5k fun run, 36 trees and many wreaths, and much roping were 
sold to decorate the homes of many people for this holiday season.  
Probably the highlight of the day was —and remains, whatever the 
proceeds of the sale—   that all went to Habitat for Humanity and 
people knew that, which is why they bought their decorations from 
our front lawn. One notable highlight was that one person gave us 
her name, address, and cell phone number so that she could be con-
tacted to be a part of any Habitat work or mission trips we organize.  
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5k - FUN RUN PHOTOS

We heartily thank all who worked before during and after the sale and those you who purchased not only deco-
rations, but also roofs over the heads of those in need.  Women, men, youth, and children were involved in mak-
ing this a successful offering to our community.

~  Wally Robinson and Bill Hamilton, Coordinators
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