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The Pastor’s Column

This is the season of Advent. It is a time of 
waiting from the depths of our hearts for God 
to break into the world once again in the form 
of a vulnerable tiny child.
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Waiting is not a very popular attitude. For the most part, we think 
waiting is an annoying waste of time – waiting on hold, waiting in 
line, waiting for something to get done. We tap our impatient toes and 
grumble. So when I come to remind you that Advent is a time of wait-
ing, usually the first reaction is “I don’t have time” – “I’ve got to get 
everything done for Christmas”. “There is no time for idle waiting.

But think about it! The most valuable things in our life are not in-
stant. We’ve lost touch with the waiting time it takes for food to be 
harvested. Relationships that last take time to grow beyond the initial 
infatuation. Awaiting a child to be born is nine months and if that child 
comes too early, life is endangered, or development is not complete. 
And even in our home Christmas preparations, the build up of the ex-
citement and suspense of gift giving is much more precious because 
of the anticipation.  So, waiting in Advent, is in the same category. 

Whenever we are in a state of waiting, we are reminded that we have 
been promised something in the end. That annoying voice on the other 
end of the phone that over and over again says, “Your call is important 
to us and will be answered in the order it was received” or we antici-

pate those Christmas gifts because 
there has been an implicit promise that 
there will be something under the tree. 
However, at the same time our waiting 
is open-ended. It requires being able to 
receive what is given with joy and not 
necessarily what is expected.
Continued on Page 2 -
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The Pastor’s Column - Continued from Page 1
So it is with this Advent season. As we journey through the four weeks of anticipation, let us be attentive 
to who it is that we wait for. Enrich the time that we have by carving out a time in the day to remember the 
anticipated birth of Christ. The Christ to be born is the  bearer of hope,prince of peace, , the proclamation 
of joy, and the embodiment of Love - the four themes of advent.. 

There are several ways this might be done: 
    •  Create an advent wreath  or a centerpiece with four candles include a mealtime ritual of lighting
  the 1st, 2nd, etc. and offering a simple prayer. Or perhaps light a single candle each night and
 remembering Christ as “the light of the World”
    •  During the week, read the lectionary passages, found in this newsletter. 
    •  Read the birth stories from Luke 1 and 2, or Matthew 1 and 2. Briefly talk about it.
    •  Use the meditations of “The Upper Room” as a daily ritual.
    •  Find an old Christmas Card or a picture of the Birth (or several) and use them as reflection    
 points or conversation starters.
    •  Make a commitment to be in worship every Sunday during the season.

Waiting together is the joy of Christian Community. As we remind one another of the Christ we have 
already seen, we keep the flame alive when the darkness tries to put it out. This is the season of expecta-
tion. Thanks be to God!

 In The Spirit of Christ’s peace,  Elizabeth 

Word and Worship for December
      December 5, 2010 [Purple or Blue]; Second Sunday of Advent (Year   
      A); Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 (UMH 795); Romans 15:4-13;   
      Matthew 3:1-12

      December 12, 2010 [Blue or Purple or Pink]; Third Sunday of Advent   
      (Year A); Isaiah 35:1-10; Luke 1:47-55 (UMH 199); James 5:7-10;
      Matthew 11:2-11

      December 19, 2010 [Blue or Purple]; Fourth Sunday of Advent
      (Year A); Isaiah 7:10-16; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 (UMH 801);
      Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-25

December 24, 2010 [White or Gold]; Christmas Eve; Isaiah 9:2-7; Psalm 96 (UMH 815); Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-20

December 25, 2010 [White or Gold]; Christmas Day; Isaiah 52:7-10; Psalm 98 (UMH 818); Hebrews 1:1-4 (5-12);
John 1:1-14
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Upcoming Events
Sunday, 12/5 - Holy Communion and Commitment Sunday
Holy Communion: Our liturgy for the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper will be set to Christmas Carols. We have done this for the past two 
years and it is a wonderful way to hear the familiar tunes and sing the words of the Great Thanksgiving in a fresh way. 

This Sunday will also be the Culmination of our Stewardship Drive. We invite the Congregation to make their Commitment and hand 
in their Commitment cards for 2011. I hope that you have carefully read through the materials sent out by our Stewardship Committee. 
Many thanks to Malcolm, Jennifer, Joe, and Mark for taking on the leadership for this campaign.

Wed., 12/8 - Charge Conference
Wednesday, Dec. 8 at 8:00 PM with the District Superintendent, Rev. Adrienne Brewington in the SBCC Community Room. We urge 
church leaders to attend but the meeting is open to everyone with all members eligible to vote. We will be reviewing our accomplish-
ments for 2010, electing church officers for 2011 and setting the pastor’s compensation. 

Sat., 12/11 - 5k Holiday Fun Run & Christmas Tree and Wreath Sale
5k Holiday Fun Run commences at 9:00 AM sharp. See the flyer in this newsletter for information about entry fees, race times and 
awards. If you would like to have your family name or message on the back of the 5K shirt given out at our 5K on 12/11, please fill out 
the flyer included with this newsletter. Also, we are searching for volunteers to help “man” the registration desk and a few people to 
volunteer as timers, etc.  It’s a commitment of about 1 1/2 hours.

Sun., 12/19 - Sunday School Christmas Pageant
The Pageant will be held in the Sanctuary at 5:30 p.m. and this year’s
production is “Twas The Night Before”. Following the Pageant we will
have a light supper (sign-up sheet in the Community Room) followed by
caroling in the local neighborhood.  We will all come back the Community
Church for cookies and hot cocoa.  

REMINDER!
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS GREENS
AND TREE SALE
Decorated and plain wreaths, Wreath Spheres, Roping and Evergreen Trees
Saturday, December 11th at the Sullivan House, 9 AM - 4 PM.

Purchase proceeds are donated to Habitat for Humanities and other charities. Please join us 
and consider lending a hand in the sale of trees to our local community.
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Upcoming Events (Continued)
Fri., 12/24 - Christmas Eve Service
Friday, December 24th - 7pm - Christmas Eve Service.

Sat., 1/8/11 - Annual Parsonage Open House
This year it  will be an “Epiphany Party” on the 14th day of Christmas, Saturday,
January 8th from 4 PM - 8 PM at 10 William Penn Drive.

Announcements
2011 Confirmation Class
The Confirmation Class for 2011 had its first meeting on Sunday, November 7 and will meet regularly on Sunday evenings beginning on 
December 5. Confirmands assisted with the wonderful Thanksgiving Dinner.

Pennies From Heaven
Our Sunday school children are collecting change to help sponsor “Carlos” from Mexico. Please help support this Sunday School project 
with your donations - our commitment is $30 per month.

Food Donations
Please bring food items for the hungry every Sunday and place them in food baskets. Our Sunday School children are encouraged to 
bring either food or money offerings each week to learn the habit of giving.  A list of suggested items is posted on the bulletin board in 
the Community Room.

King Kullen Receipts for UMW
Please save your KK cash register receipts for the UMW. They can be left in the Church office, the Op Shop or in the box downstairs.

Congratulations
Congratulations to Ron and Kate Martin Hausske on the birth of Madelyn Patricia on November 18th in Yakima, Washington. Madelyn 
is the first grandchild of Jack and Pat Martin.

Congratulations to Christine Free and Jacob Rhodebeck as they celebrated the Sacrament of Marriage at St. Mary’s RC Church in Bris-
tol, RI.on November 27th in Bristol, Rhode Island.

We also were thrilled to witness the Sacrament of Baptism to Christopher Carlo D’Orazio, son of Dave and Sandra D’Orazio, and Ken-
neth Henry Brosdal, son of Gordon and Michelle Brosdal.

    Dear Stony Brook Community Church Congregation,

    Thank You to all for your prayers, cards, phone calls, emails, visits, meals and good wishes during   
    my recent accident.  I am really doing well and I am so grateful that my injury was not worse.  I
     am most grateful for your care and I feel so blessed to be in the midst of this of this loving
    community of faith.
       Blessings and love,
       Gail Chase



Volunteer Opportunities
    2011 Offi cers & Committee Members
        The Nominations and Leadership Development Committee has been
            meeting to set 2011 offi cers and committee members. This will be an
                ongoing process - our list is not yet complete. At the moment, we have
       two huge gaps and one smaller one...

                •  Church Treasurer: This is a challenging position tracking our current expenses.  
           A bookkeeper has been contracted to do the actual writing of checks and keeping the
    fi nancial records.  Therefore the Church Treasurer would work with this person, consult 
on prioritizing bills and invoices, approve and sign the checks, and report to the Finance Committee and Church Council. 
If any Church member feels able to do this please contact me so we can talk about it further. Our fi nancial secretary, Joan 
Cutler, does all the recording of income receipts, including our individual contributions, and is responsible for sending out 
our quarterly statements. The Treasurer’s position is not responsible for any of that reporting. Please prayerfully consider 
this request.

•  Church Council Chairperson: This position is responsible for setting the agenda and chairing the monthly meeting (cur-
rently 3rd Tuesday of the month at 7:30 PM) and working with the Pastor and Lay Leader to ensure the plans are followed 
up on. 

•  Greeters Coordinator: This person would ask individuals and families to greet at the front door each Sunday.

If you would be willing to help in these leadership areas (or have a suggestion of someone) please speak with Rev. Braddon 
or Pat Martin, our Lay Leader.

Christmas Tree and Wreath Sale
Help, particularly male (men and youth) help, is needed on Saturday, December 11th to help with our annual Christmas Tree 
and Wreath Sale. All tree proceeds go to Habitat for Humanity. 

Sunday Greeters & Coffee Hour Hosts
Sunday Greeters are needed - sign up for a date of your choice on the bulletin board in the Community Room. Coffee hour 
hosts are also needed for Sunday mornings. Sign up singly or partner up with another family on the bulletin board.

Sunday School Teachers
We are still in need of Sunday School teachers for the 2010-11 school year. Please speak with Sue Murphy about our needs. 
We would like at least two persons for each class so that teachers can attend worship at least twice per month.

Ushers
There is always room for more ushers. Currently teams of persons are responsible for
a month at a time. See Bob Chase if you would like to serve on a team.

Acolytes & Bell Ringers
We could use more youth, 6th grade and above, to serve as acolytes and bell ringers.
Our acolytes light the candles at the beginning of the service and then extinguish and
carry the light out to the “world” at the end of the service. Bell ringers signal the start
of each Sunday service. A new schedule will be set for 2011.

Volunteer Opportunities
    
        The Nominations and Leadership Development Committee has been
            meeting to set 2011 offi cers and committee members. This will be an
                ongoing process - our list is not yet complete. At the moment, we have
       two huge gaps and one smaller one...

                •  Church Treasurer:
           A bookkeeper has been contracted to do the actual writing of checks and keeping the
    fi nancial records.  Therefore the Church Treasurer would work with this person, consult 
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Focus on Stewardship

Dear Congregation:

As we enter this Holiday season, please take a few moments to take stock of your life 
and count your blessings, even though at times you find that the going gets tough. Then 
add to the mix, the strength you gain from the fellowship from all the good folks at our 
church. Think about how much better greater Stony Brook is as a place to live, because 
of the Community Church. There is more happiness, less crime, more healthy children, 
less alcoholism, less violence, better educational outcomes for everyone, more beauti-
ful surroundings just because we care and together do lots of good things! 

 So count your blessings, pray for guidance and give generously of your time,  
 talents and treasures  - the three T’s. Commitment Sunday will be 
 December 5th. Please read the material you have been sent in the mail. Pray  
 about it and make your pledge to your church for next year’s programs.

  Let’s make 2011 the best year yet!

   Malcolm Bowman, Stewardship Chair

www.stonybrookcommunitychurch.org 6
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Welcome To Our Newest Members

We received seven new members on November 14th. We welcome Dave and Jillian Cafarella and their 
children Isabelle and Anna; Jennifer Golbin McGrew and Clark McGrew and their children James and 
Katlyn Rose; Dave and Sandra D’Orazio and their children Joey and Christopher; Sharon Kletcher, wife 
of member, Dave Kletcher, and their children Kim, David, and Sarah.

It is always a joy to hear that it is the experience of the warmth of hospitality that has brought these per-
sons into this particular community of the Christian faith. We hope to be receiving new members again 
before the end of the year. A service of reception is currently scheduled for December 12th. Please speak 
with Rev. Braddon  (pastor’s study phone is 751-0659) or contact by email at elizabeth.braddon@gmail.
com if you feel you are ready to join or would like to speak to her. 
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Witnesses of Gratitude

What a privilege to hear four members of the congregation share their heart felt stories of gratitude for 
the presence of Stony Brook Community Church in their lives and the lives of their families. During 
November, Malcolm Bowman, Joe Betz, Jennifer McGrew, and Mark Marino stood before the congre-
gation and reminded us about how important the church is to all our lives. I was deeply moved by each 
one and others came to me afterwards with tears in their eyes. I will try to share a few sound bites from 
those witnesses:

• To see and hear Malcolm point to the baptismal font and recall the baptism and confirmation of his 
children, and then walk to the altar as he remembered the marriage of his daughters: these were poignant 
moments in the life of his family. He then went to the stained glass windows and celebrated those who 
have gone before and recognized that now he had inherited the responsibility for the care of this beautiful 
sanctuary and church building. He also fondly recalled the visits of his parents from New Zealand years 
ago and that they loved this place and he pointed out their favorite pews, third row from the front, left 
side. He always thinks of them sitting there, and smiles.

• Joe followed with his witness of finding a place where, in the sharing of joys and concerns, “the intima-
cy of the unremarkable became remarkable, the hopes and concerns of one’s life become sacred, because 
of what was said here from the heart…where I felt God had met me and all of us, in this place, set aside 
in time on Sunday, hallowed by our private lives becoming public, our deepest feelings from the highest 
mountain to the darkest valley.” He gave thanks for sermons heard, anthems sung, and the dedication of 
Sue Murphy with her special gift of connecting with the children.

• Jennifer, our newest member, talked about entering the church about seven months ago, as a seeker – 
curious about Jesus and the Christian faith – the faith of her Grandmothers and Grandfathers – and being 
touched by the Grace of God. “In just a few short months, the services here at SBCC become a new form 
of nourishment for my family. I am moved to tears every week – by Liz’s sermons, by the singing of the 
choir, by the lighting of the candles, by the sharing of joys and concerns, by the gathering of the children 
and the intimacy of the coffee hour. When I receive communion for the first time from two women – my 
roots find the rich soil they have needed to fully grow.”

• Mark remembers finding SBCC about nine years ago, when Jesse was one year old, and how this place 
has truly become “home” for him and for his family. He said, “I would drive past the church after travel-
ing and say, “I’m home” even before he made the turn onto Wells Ave.” So much more was said by each 
witness, but for those who missed any one of them, I hope I have captured the essence and for those who 
heard them originally, I have sparked your memory.

Thank you, my friends, for all of your special words.

 Pastor Liz



 

MYF  News

The MYF Will Be Collecting Towels and Blankets for the Kent Animal Shelter. Please donate gently used towels 
and blankets to be used by the many dogs and cats at the Kent animal shelter Collection bin will be in the Church 
Community Room.

The United Methodist Women (UMW) Corner

   UMW is a fellowship of the Women of Stony Brook Community Church. Come join us   
   as we discuss Church events, books, guest speakers and help with seasonal Church   
   activities. All are welcome to attend to our Tuesday Meetings (usually the 2nd Tuesday of  
   each Month).

UMW Treasurer desperately needed. “Excel” computer program
knowledge helpful but not necessary.  Please contact Carla Retnauer
at 862-7840, if you are interested.

Upcoming events:  December 10th at 4:30pm is wreath decorating
and a Soup supper with a Cookie exchange to follow. January 30th is
our annual Covered dish supper...Michelle Dexter is hosting this year. 

UMW is looking to hold a book sale in March 2011 and we are in need
of a chair person for this event. 
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Coat Drive/Blanket Drive
 
During the month of November, the MYF collected warm coats, sweaters, etc.  Over 8 
large bags of coats were donated to the Salvation Army. The MYF also collected blankets, 
towels, pet bedding, etc. which were donated to Kent Animal Shelter, in Calverton.  Many 
thanks to those who donated items for these outreach programs.

Christmas  Tree Decorating

The Sunday School and MYF made ornaments to decorate a tree as 
part of the Ward Melville Heritage Organization’s “Promenade of 
Trees”.  Our tree’s “theme” is “The Christmas Star”.  The children will 
be decorating the tree on Sunday, 12/5 following Sunday School.
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“Reading The Bible”

“Reading the Bible Again for the First Time” by Marcus Borg
Book Description (Adapted from Harper Collins Website)

Borg explores what the Scriptures meant to the ancient communities that produced and lived by them. He 
then helps us to discover the meaning of these stories, providing the knowledge and perspective to make 
the wisdom of the Bible an essential part of our modern lives. The author argues that the conventional 
way of seeing the Bible’s origin, authority, and interpretation has become unpersuasive to millions of 
people in our time, and that we need a fresh way of encountering the Bible that takes the texts seriously 
but not literally, even as it takes seriously who we have become.

Borg traces his personal spiritual journey, describing for readers how he moved from an unquestioning 
childhood belief in the biblical stories to a more powerful and dynamic relationship with the Bible as a 
sacred text brimming with meaning and guidance. This unique book invites everyone—whatever one’s 
religious background—to engage the Bible, wrestle with its meaning, explore its mysteries, and under-
stand its relevance. Borg shows us how to encounter the Bible in a fresh way that rejects the limits of 
simple literalism and opens up rich possibilities for our lives.

Join a 9 Week Evening Study on this Book beginning on Wednesday, January 5th  through February 
at 7:30 pm in the Sullivan House Parlor. Please sign up in the Community Room in advance so that 
books can be ordered (book cost: $11.00). We need at least 5 participants.

One of the vital challenges facing thoughtful 
people today is how to read the Bible faithfully 
without abandoning our sense of truth and his-
tory. Reading the Bible Again for the First Time 
provides a much-needed solution to the problem 
of how to have a fully authentic yet contemporary 
understanding of the scriptures. Many mistakenly 
believe there are no choices other than fundamen-
talism or simply rejecting the Bible as something 
that can bring meaning to our lives. Answering this 
modern dilemma, acclaimed author Marcus Borg 
reveals how it is possible to reconcile the Bible 
with both a scientific and critical way of thinking 
and our deepest spiritual needs, leading to a con-
temporary yet grounded experience of the sacred 
texts.
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Recent Happenings

The Congregation held a Thanksgiving Dinner on 
Sunday, November 21. Tables overflowed with a 
bounty of wonderful homemade side dishes, des-
serts, and of course, roast turkey. A “Special Thanks” 
to Joan Cutler for organizing the event and provid-
ing the turkey.
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SBCC Thrift Shop (Op-Shop)
214 Christian Ave, Stony Brook (next to the church). 
Tel: 631-751-0451

Shop hours: Mon-Tuesday: closed; Wed-Thursday 10:00 am to 4:00 pm; 
Friday- Sat 10:00 am to 1:00 pm; Sun: closed

The Op Shop sells good quality, gently used clothing, shoes, costume 
jewelry, small household items, kitchenware, books, bric-a-brac. We do 
not accept donations of furniture, TV’s, large appliances. Our space

is limited! Donations are tax deductible according to applicable laws. Call for best time to drop off donations. 
Cheerful volunteers always needed. Call Coordinator Elsie Cadicamo for details at 751-1622.



 

 

STONY BROOK COMMUNITY CHURCH 

5-K HOLIDAY FUN RUN 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11th, 2010 

(Proceeds to benefit the Church’s outreach programs) 
 
Race Starts at 9:00 A.M. Sharp!                           Race Course 
Registration is between 7:30 and 8:30 a.m. on The challenging 5-K course will be in old Stony Brook,  
the day of the race inside the Education Building. beginning and ending at the church.  Visit the Church  
behind the church at 216 Christian Avenue,                             website (listed below) for course map. 
Stony Brook, NY  
                  Directions to Race 
 The Stony Brook Community Church is located at 
Entry Fees  216 Christian Avenue, ¼ mile north of Stony Brook  
$ 15 if pre-registered (before 11/30/10)  Village Center.  From Route 25A  take Cedar Street 
(T-shirt guaranteed if pre-registered)  (opposite LIRR station ) to Christian Ave.  Turn left at  
$20 after 12/01/10 or on day of race  traffic light.  Church will be on  left.  Ample parking will  
Students with ID:  Receive $ 5 off above entry fees! available. 
 

Race Awards: 
Top 3 finishers Male/Female in the Following Age Groups: 

19 & under; 20-29; 30-39; 40-49; 50-59; 60-69; 70-79; 80 & over 
(No Duplication of Awards) 

 
*Walkers are invited to participate in the race! 

 
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 751-0574 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE:  http://www.stonybrookcommunitychurch.org   (under the “INFO CENTER” tab)    
Or  SEND US AN E-MAIL:  sbcc5k@verizon.net 

 
STONY BROOK COMMUNITY CHURCH IS AN “EVENT MEMBER” OF 

THE ROAD RUNNERS CLUB OF AMERICA 
*********************************************************************************************************************** 

2010 “5K HOLIDAY FUN RUN” ENTRY FORM 
Mail form and check to:  Stony Brook Community Church 5-K Run, 216 Christian Ave., Stony Brook, NY  11790 
 
Last name____________________________________________First name_____________________________________ 
 
Address______________________________City______________________State& Zip___________________ 
 
Phone(____)____________      Gender:  Male______  Female_____   Age______    Eligible Student: ________ 
 
Email address (for award notification, future info)_________________________________________________ 
 
In consideration of your acceptance of this entry, I, the above signed, intending to be legally bound, hereby, for myself, my heirs, 
executors, administrators and assigns, waive and release any and all claims, demands and causes of action I might otherwise have for 
damages or otherwise against Stony Brook Community Church (United Methodist) and the agents, employees, representatives, 
successors and assigns of all the aforementioned organization, for any and all injuries and/or property. 
 
 
Signature___________________________________________________________________Date___________________ 
                            (If under 18 years of age, signature of parent or guardian is required)  


