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“A Little Methodist History 
for the Summer Season”

After speaking with a number of church members for the last few years I have 
come to realize that many of us are not aware of some of our interesting history and 
heritage as United Methodist in the Wesleyan tradition. Often in our conversations 
we all spend time talking about how difficult it is to be a Christian in 21st Century 
western society. In response to this, I thought I would provide a small window into 
our roots and some of the issues addressed by John and Charles Wesley in Eigh-
teenth century England. While you may not be surprised at the rigor with which 
they pursued their faith you may be surprised at the issues they addressed back 
then and how the disciplines they outline have impacted how we practice our faith 
even today. Especially, when it comes to small group studies and support systems 
or groups offered within our own church. While they may not be the same exact ex-
perience, the support, growth, honesty, self accountability, strengthened relation-
ships, and learning about God and self are very much a by-product and wonderful 
God-given benefit of both. So, enjoy the following! (I hope.)...
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John Wesley entered Christ Church College at Oxford as an undergraduate in 1720 when he was 17 years old. At that time 
Christ Church had a reputation for the loose living of students, but Wesley does not seem to have been guilty of such be-
havior. Soon thereafter, his brother Charles joined him as well and we find that Charles enjoyed the “levity” of his college 
experience. John graduated in 1724, was ordained a deacon in the Church of England in 1725, and found himself appointed 
as a fellow or professor at Lincoln College in Oxford, where he taught Greek and was a class moderator.

After being fully ordained in 1727 he left Oxford to help his father Samuel with the ministerial duties at Epworth and the St. 
Andrew’s Parish. In 1729 Lincoln College recalled him and on his return he was glad to see that his brother Charles had “put 
away his former levity, and become serious.” It was in the fall of 1729 that the Wesley brothers and others began the famous 
Holy Club. It attempted to bring together people who tried to live a righteous life with this faith followed by works in social 
action. (If this sounds familiar, it is with Good reason: faith fueling social action is a major tenant of The United Methodist 
Church and Wesleyan thought throughout the centuries up to the present.) They worked daily at visiting the prison in Oxford 
and helping the poor. They were known for being strictly religious and adhering to a daily routine of prayer, meditation, 
attending services, and reciting collects. Other Oxford students and fellows began to call them the “Bible Moths” and then 
the “Methodists” because they were so methodical in their daily routine. 

Of course, John eventually chose to accept the term Methodist as a badge of honor, and thus the term Methodist stuck and 
is part of our name and heritage to the present day. 

During their weekly meeting, they became a support group and a faith group. The following were the questions they asked 
of themselves each day and were held accountable in the group setting to answer. John and Charles Wesley put this test 
together, and it cost them most of their friends. When they drew up their list and gave it to other fellows and students, the 
Wesley’s were called “Exhibitionist prigs” and some said they were incapable of being ordinary. Here is their twenty-one 
question test:  
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1.  Am I, consciously or unconsciously, creating the impression that I am a better person than I really am? In other words,  
 am I a hypocrite?
2.  Am I honest in all acts and works, or do I exaggerate?
3.  Do I tell other people what was told to me in confidence? Can I be trusted?
4.  Am I a slave to fashion, friends, fads, work or habits? [See, this isn’t just a 21st century issue!]
5.  Am I self-conscious, self-pitying, or do I justify my actions even when I am wrong?
6.  Did I live today according to bible precepts?
7.  Did I allow God’s word to speak to me today by reading the bible at least one hour?
8.  Am I enjoying prayer?
9.  When did I last speak to someone with the objective of my conversation being leading that person to a knowledge of  
 the Lord Jesus Christ?
10.  Are there contacts that I make for the sake of business or entertainment only, or do I minister Christ to everyone for  
 the glory of God?
11.  Do I pray about the Money I spend?
12.  Do I go to bed on time and do I get up on time?
13.  Do I knowingly disobey God in anything, which means that I have rebellion in my heart?
14.  Do I insist upon doing something at the prompting of my conscience even though no one else cares?
15.  Am I defeated in any part of my life? Am I jealous, impure, critical, touchy, irritable or distrustful?
16.  How do I spend my spare time and do my spare-time activities honor God?
17.  Am I proud?
18.  Do I thank God that I am not as other people and think myself more significant that other people? (See question 17).
19.  Is there anyone whom I fear, hate, resent or criticize? If so, what am I doing about it?
20.  Do I grumble and complain easily and often?
21.  Is Christ real to me so that I do all that I do for Hs glory?

Pretty difficult questions! Perhaps I need to take the magnet off the refrigerator that says “Jesus is coming. Look busy.” 
and put up these twenty-one questions the Wesley brothers asked over 250 years ago. While many of them may seem quite 
unrealistic, they may be worth pondering as we choose to be honest with ourselves and God in this summer season.
Either way, it is my hope that we will look at these questions as part of our roots and not use them to make ourselves feel 
inadequate nor dismiss them as unrealistic. It is my prayer that we will make use of them as we each see fit this summer – 
or not – and hopefully will allow ourselves to become more fulfilled children of God. Nevertheless, I pray you will have a 
blessed and somewhat restful – maybe even contemplative – summer. 

May God bless you.

In God’s love, joy, and humor,
Pastor Chuck

(The 21 questions are from an article by Terrence D. McLean from the July 1997 issue of Pulpit Helps, the history of the 
Holy Club is from my year long class in United Methodist History, Doctrine and Polity at Drew University, 1998-1999.)
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Lectionary:

July 24, Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
Hosea 1:2-10
Psalm 85 
Colossians 2:6-15 (16-19)
Luke 11:1-13

July 31, Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
Hosea 11:1-11
Psalm 107:1-9, 43 
Colossians 3:1-11
Luke 12:13-21

07August 7, Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
Isaiah 1:1, 10-20
Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23 
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16
Luke 12:32-40

14 August 14, Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Isaiah 5:1-7
Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19 
Hebrews 11:29-12:2
Luke 12:49-56

21 August, Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Jeremiah 1:4-10
Psalm 71:1-6 
Hebrews 12:18-29
Luke 13:10-17

28 August, Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Jeremiah 2:4-13
Psalm 81:1, 10-16 
Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16
Luke 14:1, 7-14

September 4, Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Jeremiah 18:1-11
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 
Philemon 1:1-21
Luke 14:25-33
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July-August 2016 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
17 
10:00  Worship 
11:00  Fellowship 
 

18 
7:00  AA 
 
PAC continues

19 
7:30  SPRC 
 
PAC continues 

20 
1:30 & 7:30 Bible 
study  
 
PAC continues 

21 
7:00  AA 
 
PAC continues 
 

22 
11:15 AlAnon 
 

PAC continues 
 

23 
11:00 PAC 
performance of 
Once Upon a 
Mattress 

24 
10:00  Worship 
11:00  Fellowship 
31 
10:00  Worship 
11:00  Fellowship 
 

25 
7:00  AA  
 

26 
7:30  
SPRC+Trustees 

27 
1:30 & 7:30 Bible 
study  
6:00 Church Picnic 
 

28 
7:00  AA 
 

29 
11:15 AlAnon 
 

30 

 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
31 
10:00 Worship 
11:00  Fellowship 
 

1 
7:00  AA 
 
 

2 
7:00  Finance  
 

3 
1:30 & 7:30 Bible 
study  
 
 
 

4 
7:00  AA 
 
 
 

5 
11:15 AlAnon 
 
 
 
 
 

6 
 
 
 
 
 

7 
 

10:00  Worship 
11:00  Fellowship 
 

8 
7:00  AA 

9 
7:30  Church 
                   Council 

10 
 
 

11 
7:00  AA 
 

12 
11:15 AlAnon 
 

13 
Vintage Car Show 

14 
10:00  Worship 
11:00  Fellowship 
 

15 
7:00  AA 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
7:00  AA 
 

19 
11:15 AlAnon 
 

20 
 

21 
10:00  Worship 
11:00  Fellowship 
 

22 
7:00  AA 

23 
7:30  Trustees 

24 
 

25 
7:00  AA 
 
 

26 
11:15 AlAnon 
 
 

27  

28 
10:00  Worship 
11:00  Fellowship 
 
 

29 
7:00  AA  
 

30 
 

31 1
7:00  AA 

2
11:15 AlAnon 

3
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SEEKING HOST FAMILIES  
FOR INTERNATIONAL SBU STUDENTS 

 
Soon hundreds of international graduate students will be arriving at Stony Brook University. For 
most it will be their first time in the United States and they are in a completely foreign and 
unfamiliar environment.  The Host Family Program, a community based organization now in its 
fifth decade, provides a newly arrived international student with the friendship of a local 
American family.  It is not a home-stay program – students live on or near campus – but host 
families invite students to share an occasional meal, some local sightseeing or a favorite activity.  
Both students and host families enjoy the enriching experience of a cultural exchange and gain a 
new perspective about the world.  A host family may be a retired couple, a family group or a 
single individual.  The only pre-requisite is the desire to make an international student feel 
comfortable in a strange and new setting. 
 
Students arrive on campus in late August. On August 20 the University will host a reception on 
campus for the students and the host families to meet each other just before the semester begins. 
There is always a shortage of local volunteers to host all the students who wish to participate in 
the program.    
 
If you would like to find out more please contact Mrs. Rhona Goldman at e-mail:  
sbuhostfamilies@gmail.com or speak to the Murphy or Bowman families, both enthusiastic long-
term participants in this program. 

 
And a note from Sue Murphy:  
“As many of you know, my family 
has been involved with the Host 
Family Program sponsored by SB 
University.  For the past five 
years, we have been assigned to 
2-3 foreign students a year as 
their "host family".  Being a host 
family has been a wonderful 
experience for us as well as for 
the students.  To clarify, the 
students don't live with us -- they 
live on campus.  They are usually 
graduate students who are 
pursuing their higher education 
degrees at SB.  We have been 
assigned students from South 
Korea, India, China, and Africa.  

Most of you may remember Nathan - our Australian student.  He attended church service most 
Sundays, participated in the 5K run (along with some other students) and became a real part of 
our family.  If any of you have an interest in being a host family--I encourage you to do so.  
Typically, you would invite your student to a meal or two - possibly share in some holiday 
activities, etc.  These students are looking to enhance their American education experience by 
getting to know us and our traditions -- we, in turn, have learned so much about them.  Please 
consider becoming a host family - it's a wonderful opportunity.” 
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Stony Brook Community Church 
Presents the 12th Annual 

 
 

Vintage  European 
  Sports Car and Motorcycle Display 

 
 

Saturday, August 13, 2016 
Noon to 4:00 pm 

Rain date: Sunday ~ August 14th    
 
The display will be held on the lawn in front of the Stony Brook Community Church, located at 216 Christian 
Avenue in Stony Brook, 1/4 mile east of the Three Village Inn. We welcome participation from all European 
sports cars, racing cars and motorcycles (from any nation) that were produced prior to 1983.  We ask that each 
participating vehicle provide a $20 donation to the Stony Brook Community Church.  The Community is 
invited to join us for FREE to peruse the field of fantastic machines!  Come and have fun! Cars are requested 
to arrive at 10.30 AM for staging in the display area. Registration will be on site - the day of the event. 

Spots on the Display Field are limited to the first 60 cars  
Registration will close, promptly at 12 Noon for placement on the display field. 

This event is open to the public.  Come and enjoy the live music and refreshments, which will be available for 
purchase.  The Best Car and Cycle Awards will be presented along with a commemorative photo for each 
vehicle.  It will be a fun event, all in support of the work done by the Church.  
        Music by the Barking Men!                                  For information, call: 631.751.6371. See you then! 

 
Many thanks to our Corporate Sponsors 

 
 

 
 
PARAGON ELECTRIC CORP., ARTUR TADEVOSYAN, Photographer and DISPLAY MAKERS, INC. 
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☐ Check out Apple Festival Central:  

Apple Festival Central

 

 ☐ Become involved: 

you

apple

 ☐ Sign Up: 
Sign up

Apple Festival Central

 

                       T-Shirts 
Do you have an Apple Festival t-shirt? Do you need another  
one, or perhaps the other style? Fill out an order form with 
your payment by August 21st  

 Tie-dye t-shirt: $13 

 Baseball t-shirt: $14  

Apple Festival 
You may think Fall is far away, 

because it is sunny, green, and blue. 
We are wearing short sleeves and going to the beach, too. 

Before you know it, it will be the day, 
that is the Apple Festival – Hooray! 

 

11am – 5pm  
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REBEKAH SIMON-PETER 

Church at the Speed of Life 

 
Bishop Karen Oliveto kneels during the consecration service held on July 16, 2016, at Paradise 
Valley UMC in Scottsdale, Arizona. Photo by Patrick Scriven, PNWCUMC 
 

Last week, Karen Oliveto, the first openly gay bishop of the United Methodist Church was elected. Much 
like at her baptism, she was consecrated with the laying on of hands and sacred words of declaration. She 
has even been appointed to her place of service for the next four years. This is a historic moment indeed. 
Some will say historically tragic. Others, historically grand. How did we go from decades of 
“homosexuality is incompatible with Christian teaching” and the inability of “self-avowed, practicing 
homosexuals” to be ordained with Karen Oliveto being elected bishop? How did we go from all matters 
of sexuality being referred to the Council of Bishops at General Conference to this historic election just a 
few short weeks later? 
While this decision is dramatic, it is certainly not without precedent. Consider the number of annual 
conferences that have voted in favor of nonconformity with the Book of Discipline, and now refuse to take 
on church trials related to LGBTQ folks. (The acronym stands for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and 
queer or questioning.) Eight annual conferences voted in favor of full inclusion of gay clergy. The 
Virginia AC voted to take sexual orientation off the table when considering criteria for ordination. 
It’s no secret that the church is often slow to change. Measured and cautious, we approach change with a 
deliberate pace. We’ve taken some beatings for it. Missed some opportunities. Not acted while the iron is 
hot. 
The pace has suddenly picked up when it comes to LGBTQ inclusion. At least it may seem fast to many 
of us. But consider the gay people, who were baptized at birth in the church, and later called by God to be 
in ministry. They’ve responded. But we have not thrown our arms wide open. Even so, gay people have 
been answering the call to ministry and serving United Methodist churches for decades. What’s happened 
is that we’ve finally hit church at the speed of life, to borrow a phrase from a colleague. The world is 
changing and it’s not waiting for committee votes or episcopal commissions or legislative changes. Same 
thing in the church. 
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Over the years, various conferences have voted for greater inclusion of gays and lesbians from the Great 
Plains to Arkansas, and New Jersey to Germany. Resolutions have been passed, legislation has been voted 
on. But the Book of Discipline has remained unchanged on these matters of human sexuality. That is, until 
the Western Jurisdiction and the North Central Jurisdiction nominated three openly gay candidates for 
bishop between the two of them, and one was elected. 
Certainly, there will be some who are upset as well as judicial council rulings. Some people will decide to 
leave the church. Others will decide to come back to church. There may be a split, a schism, an exodus. 
People on all sides will have opinions. One thing will not change: the need to love each other in the midst 
of fear and anxiety. 
In the United Methodist Church, this election has been a long time coming. Especially if you are gay, 
called to ministry, and anxious to live out that faithful calling. Personally, I’m straight. I am anxious to 
receive the giftings of these clergy, and welcome Bishop Karen Oliveto to the Rocky Mountain 
Conference. Turns out she’ll be my bishop. 

 
Rebekah Simon-Peter is passionate about transforming church leaders and the 
congregations they serve.  She’s the author of author of “Green Church” and “The 
Jew Named Jesus.” For more information about Rebekah's writing and ministry, 
visit RebekahSimonPeter.com.  
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We Need to do Something 
Will Willimon

 

  
Bronx vigil for Orlando on Wednesday June 15. Photo courtesy of Ruben Diaz Jr. / Flickr 
 

After the carnage at Mother Emmanuel in Charleston (which brought our tally of mass shootings 
to something like a dozen), James Howell (Pastor, Myers Park UMC, Charlotte and Western 
N.C. nominee for Bishop), got a text from a parishioner: “Pray if you want, but we need 
to do something. We need to pray, but we need to do something.” 
Howell began his sermon that Sunday with that text. He told his congregation not only that 
America’s ways with guns and race is an “assault upon God” but that this sin requires 
resourceful Christian reaction: 

We need to pray, but we need to do something. Over and over again in this country when 
something happens — Ferguson, Baltimore — we pray, but we never change anything … 
When you bring up guns and race, white people don’t want to talk about it. People say 
‘It’s too political” … It’s not just political and personal, it’s theological … what we say 
about God. If we get that wrong, then this country has no hope. But if we can say 
something true about God in all this, then this country may have some hope … 

In his sermon Howell made pleas and proposals for specific changes in American gun laws and 
challenged his congregation to engage in specific acts of contact and conversation with African-
Americans. 

Let’s do something. God is eager for us to do something, to have a different kind of 
community … I think God wants us to look take a look at our world and say, ‘We could do 
this. With God’s help we could do this.’ 

Howell, the eloquent preacher, dared to become Howell the risky instigator. 
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In his “Letter from Birmingham Jail” Martin Luther King, Jr. expressed grave disappointment 
with “white moderate” churches and their clergy (my sort of church) who showed some of the 
right attitudes and voiced some of the right words but who lacked “persistent and determined 
action.” 

I had hoped that the white moderate would see … Perhaps I was too optimistic; perhaps I 
expected too much. I suppose I should have realized that few members of the oppressor 
race can understand the deep groans and passionate yearning of the oppressed…, still 
fewer have the vision to see that injustice must be rooted out by strong, persistent and 
determined action. 

Since the attack upon the gay, Latino club in Orlando, there has been an outpouring of response 
— contributions for victims and their families, prayer meetings, silent vigils, candlelight 
demonstrations. 
Good. But not good enough for Christians. 
It was nice that at a baseball game there was a moment of silence to honor the victims. In the 
face of such a horror, such outrageous evil as what happened in Orlando, numbed, sad, silence is 
an appropriate response. 
But when is the response of silence a lack of response? As Christians we can thank God that we 
have more to offer than respectful silence in the face of tragedy. God gives us something to say. 
For one thing, we can preach. We can testify, condemn, speak up and speak out, and we can 
organize and act. 
I just heard from a United Methodist who said that at her church on the Sunday of the shooting 
there was only one mention of the crime in the service — a vague intercession for the “victims.” 
She was indignant. “Does the church have nothing to say at such a moment that the world needs 
to hear? Does God expect nothing more?” 
Her Wesleyan Christianity was showing. Methodists are those Christians who believe that God 
should not only be loved but also served, not only respected but also obeyed, that evil must not 
only be noted but also actively confronted by the risk of righteous deeds in Christ’s name. 
We have seen some touching photos of law enforcement officers handing out candles at vigils. 
The Sheriff in Orlando asked for blood donations and prayers. 
Good, but not good enough. Christians are big on candles and prayers. However, at this time in 
our national life we need more from our law enforcement officials. Donald Trump speaks as if 
American law enforcement supports him in his servility to the NRA. We therefore need more 
police officers to stand up and to speak out against our epidemic of gun violence. The FBI is 
busy seeking the motives and any collaborators with the killer in Orlando, as if it’s a great 
mystery why our nation has more mass shootings than any country in the world. Why doesn’t the 
FBI have the courage not merely to investigate after the incident but to say that we already have 
many of the means to keep such carnage from occurring? 
One man, one man walked into a gun store and legally bought a Sig Sauer assault weapon, and 
thereby forced the entire Orlando law enforcement to take three hours of extreme, risky, heroic 
measures in order to stop his killing rampage. If the killer had not been wielding an assault 
weapon, would the police have taken so long and used such deadly force to end his murdering? 
Our law enforcement officers need to tell us how horrible it is to witness that a sad, hate-filled 
loser can walk into a store and buy the means to wreak carnage on a scale that once was reserved 
for military. Who cares if the shooter was related to ISIS or some hostile foreign government? 
(Turns out he’s just one of us.) Now, because of our lack of gun laws, because of our cowardly, 
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compromised Congress, and because of the silence of too many of us, one sorry individual can 
literally declare war on our entire country. 
I know a church where, after another street murder of another child, organized and went to every 
law enforcement official, every elected office holder in town and said, “How can we help you 
better protect our town? We know that you share our grief over this situation. How can our 
church help you to do some of the work needed to make our town more closely resemble what 
God wants?” 
Maybe now is the time for the church to stand up and say that candles, moments of silence and 
makeshift memorials are not enough. Even prayers to God are insufficient. God did not create 
the most violent society on earth — we did. 
After the Sandy Hook shooting, a commentator said, “Once America decided killing children 
was bearable, the gun debate was over.” 
When the church of Jesus Christ is known only for its prayers and its limp expressions of 
sympathy for the oppressed rather than its speaking up and acting out in Jesus’ name, we have 
decided to be a bit of honey to sweeten the world’s evil rather than to be what Jesus commanded 
us to be: salt, light and agents of a new age. 
Is this a Kairos moment for the church to show a violent culture that, because of Jesus Christ, 
there is another way? It’s high time for us preachers and our congregations to show that Jesus 
Christ makes possible a people who can do what nine-out-of-ten average Americans appear to be 
unable to do: speak the truth and then love our neighbor through acts of love. 
This is awfully Wesleyan of me, but I remind you that Jesus did not say, “Light a candle for me,” 
or “Every now and then when there’s a spectacular criminal act, pray to me.” You know what 
Jesus said. “Follow me.” 

 
Will Willimon is Professor of Christian Ministry, Duke University and a 
United Methodist Bishop, retired. His book, Fear of the Other, confronts 
xenophobia from a Christian perspective and offers some specific proposals 
for pastors and congregations.
 


