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Please send items for the Newsletter to the 
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stonybrookcommunitychurch@gmail.com
by the 26th of each month.
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“Hallelujah! Christ is Risen! Welcome Back!”

The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are 
looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here; he has risen, just as he 
said. Come and see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his dis-
ciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. 

There you will see him.’   (Matthew 28:5-7)

Dear SBCC Family and Friends,

Greetings in the name of our risen Lord 
and Savior, Jesus the Christ! I pray this 
letter finds you safe and well. 

As Easter approaches I wanted to share 
with you the exciting news that we will 
be reopening for in-person worship as of 
Easter Sunday. Can I get a Hallelujah!? 

Yes, this Easter will be a particularly 
joyous one as we will be reopening for 
outdoor worship. However, should the 
weather not allow for outdoor worship

we will be worshiping in-person in the sanctuary. This also goes for the Sundays 
in the months following Easter. Although there is virtually no limit on the number 
of people we can have for outdoor worship, for indoor worship, that number will 
be capped at 35 in attendance. Based on current state guidelines regarding atten-
dance, our Church Council was hoping to offer indoor worship to as many as 50 
people.  However, in order to keep people at a safe 6-foot distance the size of our 
sanctuary will only safely accommodate approximately 35 people. As a result, 
on any Sunday with inclement weather worship will be indoors and limited to 35 
people in attendance.

Should the weather seem iffy, or inclement for Sunday, an email will be sent out 
to the congregation by Thursday of each week letting folks know that worship 
will be indoors and to please contact the church office should you wish to attend. 



This will enable us to cap attendance at the safe level of 35 people.

Please know that whether worship is indoors, or outdoors, the entire worship ser-
vice will be live streamed over Zoom and also recorded and placed on our You-
Tube page for later viewing. In addition, please know that for both indoor and 
outdoor worship all Covid-19 safe protocols and procedures will be in place as 
was the case last fall. Attendance will be taken by name in order to have contact 
tracing in place. In addition, all who attend MUST wear a mask/face covering, 
remain 6 feet apart from folks outside their own household, follow all signage, 
and no congregational singing will be allowed. All music will be provided and 
sung by our worship team. Hand sanitizing stations and masks will be available, 
should you forget to bring your own mask. Also, please remember to printout and 
bring your own copy of the worship bulletin each week in order to limit contact. 
A limited number of printed bulletins will be available at church in case you are 
unable to print your own. For outdoor worship, please remember to bring your 
own lawn chair, as well. 
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Even though we will have to abide by Covid guidelines, I am very excited to share in-person worship with all of you as of 
Easter Sunday. You may remember last April, before we all fully understood the import of this pandemic, I mentioned the 
hope to be able to come back together for an Easter celebration by summer of last year. Well, although that was not possible, 
this year we will have that joy on Easter Sunday. 

While many members of our church have received their first vaccine, or even both shots, we will still need to follow all 
protocols until we are advised by our state government that it is safe to resume activities without covid guidelines in place. 
Also, please remember that not everyone will have received the vaccine by the time we begin worshiping in person. 

While there seems to be some questions about the science, it is my understanding that even if you have had your vaccine, 
that does not mean that you cannot be carrying the virus or spread it to other people. It simply means that if you contract 
the virus your symptoms will be less than if you did not have the vaccine. So, please keep social distancing guidelines even 
if you have received the vaccine. That distancing will protect all those around you.  

Please mark your calendar for Easter Sunday, April 4th. Service will be held at 10:30 am on Easter Sunday only, in order 
to allow the temperature to warm up a little bit more before we begin worship. Worship should last less than an hour. There 
will be no Fellowship time in order to be safe, so you should be on your way to your other Sunday events by 11:30 am. All 
Sunday services after Easter Sunday will begin at our regular time of 10 am.

In addition to our 10:30 full worship service, there will be a Sunrise Easter service 
on the village green at 6:30 am. As always, this service will be led by SBCC, the 
Setauket United Methodist Church and Bethel AME Church. We hope to see our 
early risers there.

HOLY WEEK: This year there will be no community ecumenical Good Friday 
service. However, we will be having a joint Maundy Thursday service among the 
churches of our Cooperative Parish on Thursday evening, April 1st, at 7:30 pm. That 
service will be led by Trinity United Methodist Church, in Coram. The service will 
be live streamed over Zoom. So, be watching for the Zoom link on Thursday morn-
ing, April 1st.



For your Good Friday observance this year, we will be sending via email and snail mail a series of readings from the Gospel 
of John, including suggested prayers that you can take advantage of at any time of day on Good Friday, April 2nd. That de-
votional should take no longer than 15 – 20 minutes of your time. I encourage you to take time to attend Maundy Thursday 
worship and keep a Good Friday vigil with the materials supplied. Easter simply does not have the same meaning or impact 
without the reality and experience of Holy Week observances. 

Yes, it is a brave new world we are living into in this time of Covid. Yet, all the more, I look forward to seeing you and 
worshiping with you on Easter Sunday, as we take time to celebrate and recount the joyous story of the resurrection of our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ! Come and celebrate and raise your Hallelujahs together! For God is with us, my friends, 
in abundant and new ways. 

In the meantime, please stay safe. Enjoy the resurrection weather God has been gifting us with, and praise God with how 
you live in this interesting time. And remember: God is good...

Stay well and serve well. See you on Easter Sunday!

In God’s love, joy and hope
Pastor Chuck
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April Lectionary

April 4, Easter Sunday 2021
Acts 10:34-43
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
1 Corinthians 15:1-11
John 20:1-18
Mark 16:1-8

April 11, Second Sunday of Easter 2021
Acts 4:32-35
Psalm 133 (UMH 850)
1 John 1:1-22
John 20:19-31

April 18, Third Sunday of Easter 2021
Acts 3:12-19
Psalm 4 (UMH 741)
1 John 3:1-7
Luke 23:36b-48

April 25, Fourth Sunday of Easter 2021
Acts 4:5-12
Psalm 23 (UMH 754 or 137)
1 John 3:16-24
John 10:11-18
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