
Dear  Members and Friends in Christ,

As we enter Holy Week, we enter into a week of 
great contrasts. We wave our Palms in great cel-
ebration. Yet, we come with heavy hearts, as we 
remember the events that followed that triumphal 
entry into Jerusalem. The journey to triumph of 
Easter always travels through the reality of the 
Cross. We face a world that is filled with sense-
less events and suffering where the needs feel far 
greater than our capacity to care and respond.
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However, the miraculous message of our faith is that the cross as the instru-
ment of death was not, and never is, the final word. Christ is risen! This 
proclamation is not just an event that we celebrate on Easter Sunday. It is 
our Christian victory song! 

Christ is risen! Note the present tense. It is an ever-present happening that 
fuels our living and vibrant faith! Christ is alive - working through you and 
me or in spite of you and me.

The significance of the resurrection as an historical event is simply incred-
ible. It is the cornerstone of our spiritual substance. Christ’s resurrection 
galvanized his reluctant, disbelieving disciples. Out of their disillusionment 
emerged a newly committed church that carried Christianity to the four cor-
ners of the world.

Continued on next page...



Low in the grave he lay,
Jesus my Savior,

Waiting the coming day,
Jesus my Lord!

Up from the grave he arose
With a mighty triumph o’er his foes;

He arose a victor from the dark domain,
and he lives forever with his saints to reign.

He arose! He arose! Hallelujah! Christ arose!
Hymn 322, The United Methodist Hymnal, Robert Lowry,1874

Holy Week Schedule
MAUNDY THURSDAY – 8:00 p.m. – A remembrance of the Last Supper with 
Holy Communion and a Tenebrae service in the sanctuary

GOOD FRIDAY – 12 Noon to 3:00 p.m. – Ecumenical Service at Stony Brook 
Community Church 

EASTER SATURDAY – 10:30 a.m. – Children’s Party and Easter Egg Hunt
in the Education building

EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE – 6:30 a.m. on the Stony Brook
Village Green in front of the post office.

EASTER CELEBRATION OF THE RESURRECTION – 10:00 a.m. in the 
sanctuary. A community social hour will follow. Please feel free to bring
something to share.
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The importance of the resurrection as a continuing event for today, tomorrow and forever is even more 
profound. It is victory over death. It is the promise of new life. It is the overriding message that goodness 
shall overcome evil. 

Please join us on the journey this coming week. Also, take this opportunity to invite others to come with 
you. You will find our service schedule included. 

Christ is risen! Today! Tomorrow! Always! Hallelujah!

Wishes for a joyous Easter,

Elizabeth Braddon
Pastor



Save the Dates!

• The annual progressive dinner will be on Saturday, April 30th

• Our Annual Spring Musicale will take place on Sunday, May 1 at 4:00 p.m. in the sanctuary.

• UMW Plant Sale – May 6th – Orders due April 24th

• Confirmation Sunday will be Sunday, June 5th.

• Moving Up Sunday will be June 19th

• Performing Arts Camp: Session 1:
June 27-July 15 Session 2: July 18- August 5th.
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Sunday School Update

I have had a wonderful month getting to know many of you and am eager to get to know you all better.  I have 
been busily working on our annual Easter Party and egg hunt as well! I’ve also been getting know the needs of 
the church.  During the remainder of the Sunday School year I have several goals to make our children’s program 
the best it can be.
  
First, we need to make our Sunday School as safe as possible.  The Youth Council has discussed three ways to 
improve safety: having a “floating” adult present with the Sunday School at all times, having a CPR trained adult 
with the children at all times, and giving our nursery a makeover to make it more safe and efficient.

Second, we need to make Sunday school more engaging.  We are discussing a number of options that include a 
change in the Sunday School program to include more hands on and multimedia educational methods.  We are 
also working on a better option for the location of Sunday School that sets a better atmosphere.

Lastly, we want to make sure the needs of individual children are being met.  Whether that means contributing to 
charities the youth is passionate about, addressing specific learning concerns of different children or discussing 
social concerns that are influenced by faith, we aim to do it all! I have asked parent and youth to fill out informa-
tion sheets so that we can be aware of these needs.
I’m excited for the future of our Sunday School and I hope you will all continue to come to me with your ques-
tions, suggestions and ideas!
 
Brianne Bertino



MEMORIAL TO CAROL DETTMERING PLANNED

Carol Dettmering was aware that the chimes on our organ were not functioning well.  Despite repairs, 
they revert to intermittent and missing notes.  Recently I have been using a flute stop as a backup to the 
chime stop.  Carol urged us to hear and consider the new digital chimes at the Setauket Presbyterian 
Church where she attended.  Doug Mckeever from Foley-Baker Inc., the curator of our organ, wrote up 
two proposals for our consideration.  One was repair and rebuild the existing chimes, the other a whole 
new digital system.  After much consideration Doug feels that a rebuild of the mechanical system that we 
already have is a better option for our organ.  That option is also much more affordable.  Subsequently 
Doug told me that Carol had recommended a mechanical system for Setauket, but because they had no 
chimes at all the digital unit provided a good sound and added some other stops to the organ.  They put 
in that system and dedicated it to Mark Orton who was retiring.

This rebuild would involve keeping our existing chime tubes and replacing the pneumatic actions with 
electro magnetic solenoids that work much more quietly, evenly and reliably.

A few years ago we received a bequest from Mr. and Mrs. Sanford Earle to be used for the music pro-
gram.  We still have more than one half of that money and plan to add the receipts from this year’s Spring 
Musicale.  This should cover the costs of the project.

Carol’s family is pleased with this plan, and we hope that you will support this project with your atten-
dance and /or sponsorship of our wonderful concert on May 1st.  The performers include our own Valerie 
Grehan, again a super talented choir director and Stony Brook graduate, a young boy violinist, Kenta 
Nomura, Anna Starzec, doctoral piano student from SUNY and Jonathan Riss, music major and son of 
Pastor Tim Riss, formerly of Smithtown Methodist Church. 

INVITE YOUR FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS AND JOIN US ON MAY 1ST!
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Say Hello To Our New Church Secretary - Liz Twiss

First and foremost may I say how delighted I am to
be your church secretary. Everyone has been so gracious
and helpful as I start to learn the ropes — it is a pure joy
to come to work every morning.

I grew up in Syracuse (where we had a tendency to laugh at the supposedly minimal amounts of snow 
Long Island got: this past winter felt a bit like payback), but moved to Seattle in 1970 for a marriage 
(which lasted) and grad school (which didn’t). Over the course of the next 40 years I did intense volun-
teer work as an advocate for abused children and was involved in educational and water quality issues. 
My most recent job was as office manager for an Episcopal church in Seattle, and I spent a number of 
years as the kitchen and food manager for the large Congregational church in Seattle in which I was a 
member.

I come from a family in which the men (my grandfather, great-grandfather, great-great-grandfather) 
were Presbyterian ministers and the women were either English teachers or grammatical fanatics. Thus 
I know (and care about) the King James Bible, the American usage which insists that final punctuation 
marks go senselessly inside quotation marks, and the lovely Biblical passage which begins, “Woe is me” 
when grammatically it should be the ugly “Woe is I.” My family was also half-musical (my father) and 
half-enthusiastic when it came to singing hymns loudly but off-key (my mother): I’ve never asked any of 
my choir directors which half I take after.

My husband Richard and I raised two terrific children, one of whom grew up and moved to Australia 
and the other of whom became an archaeology professor at Stony Brook. The Stony Brook professor an-
nounced that she was going to have a baby and would allow us to baby-sit if we would only move about 
3000 miles closer to her home, which we did last summer. We now are getting increasingly settled in, 
enjoying 1) this extremely historic area, 2) this rather historic church, 3) SBCC’s dynamic combination 
of historic traditions plus energetic, involved congregants, and 4) the baby’s completely non-historic 
smiling and drooling.

I look forward to getting to know all of you,

Liz (#2)
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    The Choir Loft

     •  Please consider joining the choir to sing through Lent and Easter
             if you can make a commitment of 4 to 6 weeks.!

     •  The May 1st Musicale at 4:00 pm is shaping up with many
        talented musicians, our own Valerie Grehan will sing; a young tal-
ented violinist, Kenta Normura will play. Graduate students, Anna Starzec on piano and Jonathan Riss, 
organ will complete the program.  Please save the date; will be a wonderful afternoon.  Consider support-
ing this effort for the church as a sponsor as well.  
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From the Staff-Parish Relations Committee

The Staff-Parish Relations Committee welcomes our new Church Secretary, ELIZABETH TWISS, who was re-
cently hired to replace our former Secretary CAROL DETTMERING.   I wish to thank our Pastor and members 
of our sub-committee who took the time to carefully review the many resumes which were received,  conducted 
interviews with several qualified candidates, and made a recommendation to the full committee of the person 
whose qualifications and experience best suited the needs of our Church and Pastor.    

Gerald Meyer
Staff-Parish Relations Committee  

United Methodist Women 
 
The UMW will meet on Tuesday, May 10 at 7:30pm in the com-
munity room. We are planning on making an apple-themed quilt and 
will be discussing the design at this meeting. Refreshments will be 
served. All women of the church are invited to attend. Come help us 
work together to make a difference for the women of the world! It 
would be great to have a large group. The more hands and ideas, the 
better!

Hope to see lots of you there  ~  Carla Retnauer   (862-7840)
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Recent Events
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Youth News

•  The UMYF met on Sunday, April 17 at 6:30pm until 8pm to help fill the plastic eggs for the Easter party and to 
choose a charity to start getting involved with...and the winner is...the Guide Dog Foundation!

•  Please bring food items for the hungry every Sunday and 
place them in our food baskets. Our Sunday School children 
are encouraged to bring either food or money offerings each 
week to learn the habit of giving.

•  Please remember to donate toward our commitment to Car-
los, our Mexican child. There is a donation receptacle in the 
Community Room.
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The UMW recently held a 
“makeover”  night with a repre-
sentative from Mary Kay Cos-
metics...and were caught posing 
as ‘painted ladies” afterward! 
Hubba hubba...


