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All Things New!

And the one who was seated on the throne
said, “See, I am making all things new.” 
- Revelation 21:5

As early September is about to arrive many of us are trying to get in a final vacation 
weekend or gear up for the new school/church year. While this summer has been one 
of change and ― hopefully― renewal there is a certain anticipation that I am feeling 
about what God has in store for all of us here at SBCC. For I cannot help but hear 
the words of Revelation 21 over and over in my heart, as God says to all of us once 
again, “See, I am making all things new!” That is why I am so excited to be writing 
this letter to you.

It is with much anticipation and hope that I look forward to the new beginnings that 
we will be experiencing as we get to know one another better in the year ahead. I 
look forward to gaining a better understanding of SBCC’s rich history as I come to 
learn it through all of you from your varying perspectives. Most of all, I look for-
ward to serving, learning, and growing with all of you as we move into God’s future 
together. 

So, what does the immediate future have in store for us? This coming month we will 
experience three special Sundays in the life of our church. 

On Sunday, September 8, we will celebrate “Reunion Sunday.” This will be a day in 
which we seek to invite many of our previous members and current members for a 
Sunday of reconnecting, remembering who we are and whose we are while celebrat-
ing this new phase of our journey together as God’s children in this place that we call 
Stony Brook Community Church. Please invite neighbors, family, and friends to be 
with us on that special Sunday. There will also be an old fashioned Ice Cream Social 
that same afternoon here at SBCC. 



All Things New! (Continued)

On Sunday September 15, we will be celebrating National Back to Church Sunday with thousands of other churches around 
the United States. We will also be inviting neighbors, friends, and family for that Sunday, as that will be a “Bring a Friend 
to Church Sunday.”  Please make every attempt to be in worship that morning and to invite someone to come with you to 
be a part of the festivities! 

On Sunday, September 22, we will kick-off our Fall All-CHURCH six-week book study and accompanying sermon series 
entitled “The Prodigal God: Recovering The Heart of the Christian Faith” based on the best selling book of the same name 
by Tim Keller, pastor at Redeemer Christian Fellowship in New York City. This series explores the misnamed story of the 
Prodigal Son found in the Gospel of Luke, chapter 15. 

I must share with you that this is a truly an amazing book. When coupled with a sermon series, book study, and its accom-
panying video component, it is a very powerful and meaningful program that gets to the often misunderstood message of 
the Gospel. I am very excited to be offering this series to the community here in Stony Brook as my prior experience with 
this study was transformative for myself and for many in my previous ministries setting. This will be an all-church study 
and sermon series that is open to the surrounding community. It is my hope that we will get close to 100% participation in 
this study, as it will be offered numerous times during each week at both daytime and evening hours. I pray that you will 
seriously and prayerfully consider being a part of this meaningful study and sign up while at church on one of our upcoming 
Sundays together. 

I hope you have had a wonderful and somewhat restful summer. I look forward to seeing you on Sunday mornings this fall. 

In the mean time, may God continue to bless you richly in all that you do.

Yours in God’s love, joy, and hope,

Pastor Chuck
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New! Sermon And Study Series!

Beginning the week of September 22nd  

The Prodigal God: Recovering The Heart of the Christian Faith

September 22nd – “The Parable”
September 29th – “The People Around Jesus” 
October 6th – “The Two Lost Sons” 
October 13th – “The Elder Brother” 
October 20th – “The True Elder Brother”
October 27th – “The Feast of the Father”



Lectionary: September - October 
2013

September 1
Jeremiah 2:4-13
Psalm 81:1, 10-16
Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16
Luke 14:1, 7-14
 
September 8
Jeremiah 18:1-11
Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17  
Philemon 1-21
Luke 14:25-33
 
September 15
Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28 
Psalm 14  
1 Timothy 1:12-17
Luke 15:1-10
 
September 22
Jeremiah 8:18-9:1
Psalm 79:1-9
1 Timothy 2:1-7
Luke 16:1-13
 
September 29
Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15
Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16  
1 Timothy 6:6-19
Luke 16:19-31
 
October 6
Lamentations 1:1-6 
Psalm 137 
2 Timothy 1:1-14
Luke 17:5-10 
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October 13
Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7
Psalm 66:1-12
2 Timothy 2:8-15
Luke 17:11-19
 
October 20
Jeremiah 31:27-34 
Psalm 119:97-104  
2 Timothy 3:14-4:5
Luke 18:1-8
 
October 27
Joel 2:23-32
Psalm 65  
2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18
Luke 18:9-14 

SUNDAY SCHOOL

Get ready children of all ages for an awesome year in Sunday School! There 
will be fun crafts, fellowship, games and most importantly God! While 
we dive through the bible you will learn about the people, places, and the 
events that took place that define our faith. Parents, adults, or young adults: 
if you are interested in helping out please contact Alyssa for more info.

Summer may be over but the fun still continues! Get ready for awesome 
events such as the 30 hour famine, trips to adventure parks, gym nights, 
mission work, community service, monthly family night, movie night, tal-
ent night, and much more! We are currently in the beginning stages of or-
ganizing a designated youth room. We would like a committee as well who 
will meet and be supportive of the youth. Please let Alyssa know if you are 
interested.
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 “It was the duty of the trumpeters and singers to make themselves heard in unison in praise and thanksgiving to 
the Lord, and when the song was raised, with trumpets and cymbals and other musical instruments, in praise to 
the Lord” (2 Chronicles 5.13).

As we come to the end of summer we’d like to express our special thanks to those who donated their time and tal-
ents to enrich our summer worship with their music. Next time you see them please express your thanks to Valerie 
Grehan; Bill Hamilton; Richard Olness, his  family and friends; Alyssa Smith; Henry Poor; and the members of 
Leap of Faith: Philip Jordan on guitar and vocals, Christine Jordan on vocals, Ron DiCesare on drums/percussion, 
and of course our own Chuck Van Houten on guitar and vocals.

Looking ahead, the full church calendar will be starting up again after Labor Day with September 15th celebrated 
as Return to Church Day. Our dedicated choir members would love to have you join them. No musical training is 
necessary – anyone who can match pitches (and that is almost anyone at all) is more than welcome. Please speak 
to Val Grehan or Joan Wingerter, and then join us on September 4th at 7:30.
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APPLE FESTIVAL!

Fall! Schools starting up again!! Cool, crisp days!!! Beautifully colored trees!!!! And of course, the Stony Brook 
Community Church Apple Festival!!!!!

The 2013 Apple Festival is on October 5th, now only five weeks away. The day is always great, but it doesn’t just 
happen: Pat Martin, Sue Murphy, and Donna Smith have been meeting all summer to map out details most of us 
never think of: what paper product works best under the apple fritters [firm trays]; should we buy a pop corn cart 
[yes!!]; what size bags fit the town’s borrowed garbage bins [huge]; and how fast is Pastor Chuck at peeling apples 
[come to Pie Making Sunday and find out!].

Help is needed, and the chairs’ jobs are a lot less nerve-racking if people sign up early. Sign up sheets are in the 
Community Room. For all the bakers in the congregation we need scrumptious baked good for the bake sale table 
and experienced pie makers for Pie Making Sunday. For all the non-bakers we need set-up, clean-up, cashiers, 
BBQ chefs, sponsorship solicitors, and – of course – inexperienced non-pie bakers for Pie Making Sunday [Let’s 
hear it for the apple peelers!]. 

We still have room for lots more vendors and sponsors. Spread the word, ask your friends, and solicit ads from 
your favorite stores – everything you need is available in the Community Room.

The journey really is half the fun. Sign up, enjoy the preparatory camaraderie, and have a great time on October 
5th. 
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News From Liz and Wally 

The church received the following notes from Liz and Wally this summer. The originals 
are on the bulletin board in the Community Room. 
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