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Announcements for the Week of July 11th, 2021 

We would really like to resume “coffee” hours next Sunday.  If you can help by hosting, please 
sign up on the welcoming table. During the summer months, Coffee Hour doesn’t have coffee – 
just iced tea or lemonade and cookies.  

This is the last Sunday to sign up for pastor Chuck’s class on The Book of Hebrews, which 
started last week. If you would like to attend, please let Pastor Chuck and the office know, and 
order a copy of N.T. Wright’s Hebrews ($9.59 at Amazon). 

Please know that you can mail in your checks or go to the church website at 
www.stonybrookcommunitychurch.org to make online offerings.  You will get a prompt 
thank-you, so you will know we received your donation. 

Thoughts for Personal Reflection 
For those who love, nothing is too difficult, especially when it is done for the love 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.                                                ~ Saint Ignatius 
 

There is only one secure foundation: a genuine, deep relationship with Jesus Christ, 
which will carry you through any and all turmoil. No matter what storms are raging all 
around, you'll stand firm if you stand on His love. 

~ Charles Stanley 

 
  



 

  
 

Service of Worship 
 

 

 

 

 

PRELUDE 

EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH  

*CALL TO WORSHIP: 
We gather this morning after having celebrated our nation’s independence, appreciating 

our freedom to worship God: 
May God continue to bless the Church of Christ in this land. 
We draw near to the God who rules over all the nations: 
May God continue to bless our country and all the nations of the world. 
We seek to live in harmony and peace together with all peoples on the earth: 
May God continue to establish peace on earth and help us understand that it begins in 

each of our hearts. 
Come, let us worship the God of Peace and Hope! 
Let us worship the God of all Creation and all Peoples. Amen! 

HYMN no. 327: "Crown Him with Many Crowns," verses 1-3 
Crown him with many crowns, the lamb upon the throne, 
Hark how the heavenly anthem drowns all music but its own. 
Awake my soul and sing of him who died for thee, 
And hail him as thy matchless king through all eternity. 
Crown him the Lord of Life, who triumphed o’er the grave, 
And rose victorious in the strife for those he came to save. 
His glories now we sing, who died and rose on high, 
Who died, eternal life to bring and lives that death may die. 
Crown him the Lord of Peace, whose power a scepter sways 
From pole to pole, that wars may cease, and all be prayer and praise. 
His reign shall know no end, and round his pierced feet 
Fair flowers of paradise extend their fragrance ever sweet. 

PASSING OF THE PEACE: 
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.                
And also with you.   



RESPONSIVE PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Let us seek the forgiveness of God and of each other for the divisions that have hindered 

Christian witness. Lord, we have sinned against you and each other. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Loving Christ, our divisions are contrary to your will and have impeded our common 

witness to you and your love. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, we have not loved you enough in our sisters and brothers, created in your image but 

who may seem different from us. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Creator God, let us no longer live beside each other as strangers.  
Satisfy the longings of our hearts, grant our rightful requests, and unite us soon in one 

holy church through your Son Jesus Christ who, with you in the communion of the 
Holy Spirit, lives and reigns eternally. This we pray in the name of Jesus Christ, your 
Son, our Lord and Savior. Amen. 

Time of silent prayer and assurance of pardon 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION: 
Open our hearts and minds, O God, so that your word of love and faith may transform and guide 
the lives we lead day by day. Above all, let your will be done. Amen. 

EPISTLE READING:  Ephesians 1:3-14 (Please see scripture page below) 

LEARINING WITH THE YOUNG (after which children may leave for Sunday school) 

ANTHEM 

SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS IN PRAYER  

(Please email or contact the church office with your joys and concerns each week)                   
(During this time of prayer, the pastor will offer a time for the people in God’s church to 
mention prayer requests. After each request is voiced, the pastor will say, “Lord, in your 
mercy,” to which the people will respond, “Hear our prayer.”) 

GOSPEL READING: Mark 6:14-21  (Please see scripture page below) 

MESSAGE:  “Losing Your Head”                                                                 Pastor Chuck Van Houten 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION OF GIFTS AND SELF: 
What I have to give on my own, loving God, doesn't amount to much in the light of all you 
have given to me and in the face of so much need. Put together as a congregation, sent out into 
the world to share your gospel, what we offer in love becomes more, not simply added together 
but somehow multiplied in its usefulness. We ask you to bless our gifts and the living of our 
lives for you, that they may be used to do your will and to share the good news of the gospel 
in a hurting world. This we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.  



 

HYMN no. 557: “Blest Be the Tie that Binds,” verses 1-3 
Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love; 
The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above. 
Before our father’s throne we pour our ardent prayers; 
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, our comforts and our cares. 
We share each other’s woes, our mutual burdens bear; 
And often for each other flows the sympathizing tear. 

CLOSING PRAYER: 
God has redeemed us and made us his children. 

May we continue to live in the joy of salvation. 
Our Redeemer has given us lasting freedom. 

May we inherit his everlasting life.  
By faith we rose with him in baptism. 
May our lives be holy, 

so that we will be united with him forever. Amen 

*DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING 

***************************************************** 

Today’s reader: Kathy Martin 

 



                             Scriptures 

Epistle Reading:  Ephesians 1:3-14  
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms 
with every spiritual blessing in Christ.  For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be 
holy and blameless in his sight. In love he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus 
Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will—to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has 
freely given us in the One he loves.  In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness 
of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and 
understanding, he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which 
he purposed in Christ, to be put into effect when the times reach their fulfillment—to bring unity to 
all things in heaven and on earth under Christ.  In him we were also chosen, having been 
predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose 
of his will, in order that we, who were the first to put our hope in Christ, might be for the praise of 
his glory.  And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of 
your salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy 
Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s 
possession—to the praise of his glory. 
 
Gospel Lesson: Mark 6:14-21    
King Herod heard about this, for Jesus’ name had become well known. Some were 
saying, “John the Baptist has been raised from the dead, and that is why miraculous powers 
are at work in him.”  Others said, “He is Elijah.” And still others claimed, “He is a prophet, 
like one of the prophets of long ago.”  But when Herod heard this, he said, “John, whom I 
beheaded, has been raised from the dead!”  For Herod himself had given orders to have John 
arrested, and he had him bound and put in prison. He did this because of Herodias, his 
brother Philip’s wife, whom he had married.  For John had been saying to Herod, “It is not 
lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.”  So Herodias nursed a grudge against John and 
wanted to kill him. But she was not able to, because Herod feared John and protected him, 
knowing him to be a righteous and holy man. When Herod heard John, he was greatly 
puzzled; yet he liked to listen to him.  Finally the opportune time came. On his birthday 
Herod gave a banquet for his high officials and military commanders and the leading men of 
Galilee. 
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