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                         10:00 a.m.         July 4th, 2021 
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Announcements for the week of July 4th, 2021 

We will resume enjoying coffee hours on July 18th. The sign-up sheet is on the 
welcoming table: please consider supporting this ministry by volunteering to host one 
Sunday. 

As is our tradition on communion Sundays, the Sunday school will start the 
morning in their classroom and then join the congregation 

for the communion service. 

Pastor Chuck’s in-person class on The Book of Hebrews starts this Wednesday at 
1:00 on the Sullivan House lawn. If you have not yet signed up, please tell Pastor 
Chuck and the office of your interest and order a copy of N.T. Wright’s Hebrews. 

The office will be closed tomorrow in celebration of the Fourth of July 
holiday. 

Please know you can send checks via our website, www.stonybrookcommunitychurch.org, to make 
online offerings or by mail.   
 
 

Thoughts for Personal Reflection  

“The church changes the world not by making converts but by making disciples.”                                                   
~ John Wesley 

“The rights of every man are diminished when the rights of one man are 
threatened.”                                                     ~ John F. Kennedy 

  



 
 

 

SERVICE OF WORSHIP 
 
 
 
 

 

PRELUDE 

EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH  

CALL TO WORSHIP: 
We gather this morning to mark and celebrate our nation’s independence, appreciating 

our freedom to worship God: 
May God continue to bless the Church of Christ in this land. 
We draw near to the God who rules over all the nations: 
May God continue to bless our country and all the nations of the world. 
We seek to live in harmony and peace together with all peoples on the earth: 
May God continue to establish peace on earth and help us understand that it begins in each of 

our hearts. 
Come, let us worship the God of Peace and Hope! 
Let us worship the God of all Creation and all Peoples. Amen! 

*HYMN no. 431: “Let There Be Peace on Earth” 
Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me; 
Let there be peace on earth, the peace that was meant to be. 
With God our creator, children all are we. 
Let us walk with each other in perfect harmony. 
Let peace begin with me; let this be the moment now. 
With every step I take, let this be my solemn vow: 
To take each moment and live each moment in peace eternally. 
Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me. 

PASSING OF THE PEACE: 
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.         And also with you.  

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION:  
Let us seek the forgiveness of God and of each other for the divisions that have hindered 

Christian witness: Lord, we have sinned against you and each other. 
Lord, have mercy. 

Loving Christ, our divisions are contrary to your will and have impeded our common witness to 
you and your love. 

Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, we have not loved you enough in our sisters and brothers, created in your image but who 

may seem different from us. 
Lord, have mercy. 



Creator God, let us no longer live beside each other as strangers.  
Satisfy the longings of our hearts, grant our rightful requests, and unite us soon in one holy 

church through your Son Jesus Christ who, with you in the communion of the Holy Spirit, 
lives and reigns eternally. This we pray in the name of Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord and 
Savior. Amen. 

Time of silent prayer and assurance of pardon 
*PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION:  
Open our hearts and minds, O God, so that your word of love and grace may transform and guide 
the lives we lead day by day. Above all, let your will be done. Amen. 

HEBREW BIBLE READING: Ezekiel 2:1-5 (Please see scripture page below) 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION OF GIFTS AND SELF 
Lord of the harvest, send us into your vineyard as faithful workers; free us from all idleness and 

envy; let your grace be sufficient for all who are weak.  
The things, dear Lord, that we pray for, give us the grace to labor for.  
The things that human labor cannot achieve, we ask you to provide by your grace alone.  
Gracious and Loving God, accept these gifts we now offer and our lives, all of which come from 

you, that they may be used to bring about your healing in the places it is needed most in your 
world, until your kingdom is fully established on earth as it is in heaven. Amen. 

ANTHEM 

SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS IN PRAYER  
                 (Please email or contact the church office with your joys and concerns each week)                   

(During this time of prayer, the pastor will offer a time for the people in God’s church to mention 
prayer requests. After each request is voiced, the pastor will say, “Lord, in your mercy,” to which 
the people will respond, “Hear our prayer.”) 

GOSPEL LESSON: Mark 6:1-13  (Please see scripture page below) 

COMMUNION MEDITATION: "Familiarity Breads What?”                         Pastor Chuck Van Houten 

HYMN no. 696: “America the Beautiful” vv. 1-3 
O beautiful for spacious skies, for amber waves of grain; 
For purple mountain majesties above the fruited plain! 
America! America! God shed his grace on thee, 
And crown thy good with brotherhood from sea to shining sea.  
O beautiful for heroes proved in liberating strife; 
Who more than self their country loved, and mercy more than Life! 
America! America! May God thy gold refine, 
Till all success be nobleness and every grace divine.  
O beautiful for patriot dream that sees beyond the years, 
Thine alabaster cities gleam, undimmed by human tears! 
America! America! God mend thine every flaw, 
Confirm thy soul in self-control, thy liberty in law. 

LEARNING WITH THE YOUNG  



SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION: THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Almighty 

God, creator of heaven and earth. Before the mountains were brought forth, or you had formed 
the earth, from everlasting to everlasting, you alone are God.  You created light out of darkness 
and brought forth life on the earth. You formed us in your image and breathed into us the breath 
of life. When we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained steadfast. You delivered 
us from captivity, made covenant to be our sovereign God, and spoke to us through the 
prophets. And so, with all your people now on earth and all the company of heaven, we praise 
your name and join in their unending hymn: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 

highest. 
Holy are you and blessed is your son Jesus Christ.  By the baptism of his suffering, death, and 

resurrection, you gave birth to your Church, delivered us from slavery to sin and death, and 
made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit.  On the night in which he gave himself 
up for us, he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread, blessed it, gave it to his disciples, 
and said: “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me 

When the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said: 
"Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, poured out for you and for 
many for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." 

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and 
thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim 
the mystery of faith. 

Christ has died;   Christ is risen;  Christ will come again. 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine.  Make them 
be for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may become for the world the body of Christ, 
redeemed by his blood. By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in 
ministry to all the world, until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet. 
Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor and glory is 
yours, almighty God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
And now, with the confidence of children of God, let us pray: 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

  



*PRAYER OF DEDICATION OF GIFTS AND SELF 
Lord of the harvest, send us into your vineyard as faithful workers; free us from all idleness and 

envy; let your grace be sufficient for all who are weak.  
The things, dear Lord, that we pray for, give us the grace to labor for.  
The things that human labor cannot achieve, we ask you to provide by your grace alone.  
Gracious and Loving God, accept these gifts we now offer and our lives, all of which come from 

you, that they may be used to bring about your healing in the places it is needed most in your 
world, until your kingdom is fully established on earth as it is in heaven. Amen. 

HYMN no. 374: “Standing on the Promises” vv. 1, 2, & 4 
Standing on the promises of Christ my King, through eternal ages let his praises ring. 
Glory in the highest, I will shout and sing, standing on the promises of God. 
Standing, standing, standing on the promises of God my Savior; 
Standing, standing, standing on the promises of God. 
Standing on the promises that cannot fail, when the howling storms of doubt and fear assail, 
By the living word of God I shall prevail, standing on the promises of God. 
Standing, standing, standing on the promises of God my Savior; 
Standing, standing, standing on the promises of God. 
Standing on the promises I cannot fall, listening every moment to the Spirit’s call, 
Resting in my Savior as my all in all,, standing on the promises of God. 
Standing, standing, standing on the promises of God my Savior; 
Standing, standing, standing on the promises of God. 

*DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING: (responsively) 
We proclaim not ourselves, but Christ Jesus as Lord 
And ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake. 
For the God who said 'Let light shine out of darkness' 
Has caused his light to shine within us 
To give the light of the knowledge of the Glory of God 
In the face of Jesus Christ. 
As we go forth, let us be your representatives, O God. 
May we be heralds of your good news to the world. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

********************************************************** 
 

This week’s reader: Nancy Sturm 
 
 
 

  



Scriptures 

 
Hebrew Bible Reading: Ezekiel 2:1-5  
He said to me, “Son of man, stand up on your feet and I will speak to you.”  As he spoke, the Spirit 
came into me and raised me to my feet, and I heard him speaking to me.  He said: “Son of man, I am 
sending you to the Israelites, to a rebellious nation that has rebelled against me; they and their 
ancestors have been in revolt against me to this very day.  The people to whom I am sending you 
are obstinate and stubborn. Say to them, ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says.’  And whether they 
listen or fail to listen—for they are a rebellious people—they will know that a prophet has been 
among them. 
 
 
Gospel Lesson:  Mark 6:1-13 
Jesus left there and went to his hometown, accompanied by his disciples.  When the Sabbath came, 
he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were amazed. “Where did this man 
get these things?” they asked. “What’s this wisdom that has been given him? What are these 
remarkable miracles he is performing?  Isn’t this the carpenter? Isn’t this Mary’s son and the 
brother of James, Joseph, Judas and Simon? Aren’t his sisters here with us?” And they took offense 
at him.  Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor except in his own town, among his 
relatives and in his own home.”  He could not do any miracles there, except lay his hands on a few 
sick people and heal them. He was amazed at their lack of faith. Then Jesus went around teaching 
from village to village. Calling the Twelve to him, he began to send them out two by two and gave 
them authority over impure spirits.  These were his instructions: “Take nothing for the journey 
except a staff—no bread, no bag, no money in your belts.  Wear sandals but not an extra 
shirt. Whenever you enter a house, stay there until you leave that town.  And if any place will not 
welcome you or listen to you, leave that place and shake the dust off your feet as a testimony 
against them.”  They went out and preached that people should repent.  They drove out many 
demons and anointed many sick people with oil and healed them. 
  

Scan for SBCC 
website 

Scan for Sunday  
worship service 
 



Covid-19 Pandemic Guidelines for Indoor Worship at  
Stony Brook Community Church 

NEW SUMMER GUIDELINES (EFFECTIVE JULY 4) 

COVID risks have dropped considerably in recent weeks.  The overall risk for unvaccinated people is 

currently “high,” down from “extremely high” and “very high.”  The other two categories are “moderate” 

and “low.”  The current risk for vaccinated people is “low.”  But what do the numbers say? 

On June 6, the Suffolk County averages had dropped to 32 daily cases, the lowest numbers since March 

2020: 2.2 per 100,000.  The test positivity rate has dropped below 1%.  There are 1.477 million people in 

Suffolk County, which means that every day, an average of one in 46,156 people in our county is infected. 

And the numbers continue to drop. 

Those who cannot receive a vaccine include babies, children, and people with auto-immune deficiencies, 

such as those receiving chemo treatments: our most vulnerable parishioners.  We want to make sure they 

are protected and feel safe, but we also want to honor the science and math of actual risk.  We also wish 

to avoid using the honor system, asking people for proof of vaccination, and moving faster than the rest of 

society. 

On June 15th, our Church Council adopted the following plan: 

1. We will continue to enjoy outdoor worship for the balance of the summer and early fall (as weather 

permits), as it is more comfortable at this time of year outside, rather than in our non-airconditioned 

sanctuary. 

2. For indoor services, taped social distancing markers in the sanctuary will be removed. Instead, social 
distancing will be left up to individuals and household groups. This awareness and practice provides a level of 
protection that we feel is still important to observe. 

3. Masks for indoor worship, as of July 4th will be optional (they are no longer required). However, during the 
singing of hymns, those who wish to sing are required to put on a mask while singing. This rule will be 
reviewed in September or when the Suffolk County risk level drops to “low.” 

4. Please do not sit next to someone wearing a mask unless invited.  The mask means they are being 
cautious.  We expect some people will wear masks for a while for their own comfort and safety. 

5.  Please do not come to church if you are sick.  We will always have an online option. 

6.  Hymnals will be cleaned and placed back in the pews. 

7.  The offering will continue to be at the back of the sanctuary, at the door on the pulpit side of the sanctuary. 

8. We will continue to follow signage and arrows to enter the sanctuary from the right-side stairway, as you 
enter the building, and exit via the left-side stairway door as we have been doing since November, 2020. 

9.  Use of windows and fans for proper ventilation are at the discretion of the pastor and ushers. 



10.  We will begin to experiment with outdoor Coffee Hours this summer (no masks required), starting mid 
July.  We will start with simple snacks and drinks as we determine the comfort level of those attending. 

11.  We will hold off on the following until at least the Fall season: shaking hands during the passing of the 
peace and indoor Coffee Hour.    

12.  Indoor meetings such as Bible Studies and committee meetings: rules are up to the group although they 
must be unanimous; in other words, if one person needs others to wear masks for their protection, all must 
wear masks.  Groups may also make their own rules regarding snacks.  Group rules take effect immediately. 

13.  We will revisit all rules at the September Church Council meeting and monthly thereafter, or right away if 
conditions change. 

Thank you to our Church Council for a great discussion and for arriving at these conclusions together; thank 
you to the Holy Spirit for guiding us; thank you to God for helping us to get through this crisis and begin to feel 

safe again! 

In God’s love, joy, and peace, 

Pastor Chuck 
 


