
CONSTITUTION 
 

ARTICLE I - NAME 
The Body shall be called the Charleston Baptist Association. 

 

ARTICLE II - PURPOSE 
The purpose of this Association is to assist the churches in reaching unbelievers and discipling 

believers for Jesus Christ in cooperation with the Missouri Baptist Convention and the Southern 

Baptist Convention. 

 

ARTICLE III - MESSENGERS 
Section 1. This Association shall be composed of messengers elected by the churches.   

 Each church having fifty (50) resident members or less shall be entitled to four (4) 

 messengers. A church shall be entitled to one (1) messenger for each additional fifty (50) 

 resident members or fraction thereof, providing no church shall have more than nine (9) 

 messengers in addition to the pastor who shall be a messenger by virtue of his relation to 

 the church. 

Section 2. The Director of Missions, the general officers, ministry team leaders and  

 committee chairmen shall also be counted as messengers. 

 

ARTICLE IV - MEMBERSHIP 
Section 1. The group of churches that constitute this fellowship shall be Southern Baptist  

 Churches that are in harmony with and in cooperation with the Southern Baptist  

 Convention and the Missouri Baptist Convention only and the purpose and spirit of this       

        Association as set forth in this Constitution. 

Section 2. Any Baptist Church subscribing to the articles of faith known as the “Baptist  

 Faith and Message” adopted by the churches of the Southern Baptist   

 Convention may be admitted to membership in the Association by 2/3 vote of  

 the messengers present and voting. Churches wishing to affiliate with the Association  

shall make a written application to the clerk of the Association in Annual Session. The  

application will thereupon be referred to the designated committee or ministry team and  

upon the committee or team’s recommendation, be voted on at the next Annual Meeting.  

The committee or team shall ascertain that the Church show evidence of good faith by  

cooperating in the work of the Association and contributing to its financial support during  

the year. The committee or team shall meet with the Church within a reasonable time  

after the application is made and will assist the Church in any manner reasonably   

 possible through the said year. 

Section 3. This Association disclaims any authority over the churches; nevertheless, it  

 reserves the right to refuse to continue fellowship with any church which, in the  

 judgement of the Association, is not orthodox in doctrine or orderly practice. 

Section 4. Any church failing to report to the Association by Annual Church Profile and by  

 messenger and failing to give financial support for the program of the   

 Association shall be offered encouragement by the Executive Board. Any     

church failing to correspond with and contribute to the financial support to the    

 Association by the next Annual Meeting shall be dropped from their list of  



 churches. Such churches may be reinstated by vote when sufficient reasons are  

 given. 

 

ARTICLE V - OFFICERS 
Section 1. The officers of this Association shall be the Moderator, Vice-Moderator, Clerk,  

 Assistant Clerk, Treasurer and Assistant Treasurer. 

Section 2. The officers’ duties shall be outlined in the Association Operations Manual. 

Section 3. Officers shall be nominated by the Nominating Committee at the Mid-Year 

Meeting and elected at that same meeting. 

Section 4. The Moderator can be elected to not more than two consecutive terms. 

Section 5. The officers of the Association shall serve as the Board of Directors. 

Section 6. Any vacancy may be filled at the next regular session of the Executive Board. 

 

ARTICLE VI - COMMITTEES AND MINISTRY TEAMS 
Section 1. The Moderator shall appoint a Nominating Committee at the Mid-Year Meeting. 

Section 2. The Moderator shall appoint all standing and special committees which are  

 authorized by the Association. 

Section 3. The Moderator and Director of Missions shall be ex-officio members of all  

 ministry teams and committees but without vote. 

Section 4. The membership and responsibilities of each committee and ministry team 

 shall be outlined in the Association Operations Manual. 

 

ARTICLE VII - MEETINGS 
Section 1. The Association shall meet in session twice a year. The Annual Meeting in the  

 fall and Mid-Year Meeting in the spring. The time and place to be selected by the body  

upon recommendation of the designated committee or ministry team. 

Section 2. The Annual Meeting will be for the purpose of hearing annual reports, adopting a  

 budget, electing committees and teams and making annual plans. The Mid-Year Meeting  

 will be for the purpose of fellowship and election of officers and ministry team leaders.   

Both the Annual and Mid-Year Meetings will provide opportunity for the transaction of  

necessary business relating to the Association. 

Section 3. In case of an emergency requiring change of date or place of the Annual or  

 Mid-Year Meetings, the Executive Board may make such changes as necessary. 

 

ARTICLE VIII - AMENDMENTS 
The Constitution and or By-Laws may be amended by 2/3 majority of the messengers present 

and voting at any Annual Meeting of the Association notice having been given at the previous 

Annual Meeting. 

 

  ARTICLE IX - PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE 
The most recent edition of Robert’s Rules of Order will be used as authority in matters of 

parliamentary procedure during the deliberative session of the Association and Executive Board. 

The Moderator may appoint a Parliamentarian, if he deems it necessary for assistance. 

 

 



ARTICLE X - EXECUTIVE BOARD 
Section 1. The Executive Board shall be incorporated under the laws of the state of   

 Missouri under the corporation name of “Executive Board of the Charleston  

 Baptist Association, Inc.”. 

Section 2. All business of the Association between annual meetings shall be cared for by  

 the Executive Board. 

Section 3. Membership of the Board shall be composed of the General Officers of the  

 Association, Director of Missions, Mission Pastors, the Ministry Team Leaders,  

        Committee Chairmen, Current or Retired Pastors and other Paid Ministerial Staff   

of the churches (provided they are members of said churches) and one layman   

        from each church. Retired Personnel shall have served Charleston Baptist Association  

        Churches. 

Section 4. The General Officers of the Association shall serve as officers of the Executive  

 Board. 

 

BY-LAWS 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 
 

ARTICLE I 
The Constitution of the Charleston Baptist Association and all provisions thereof applying to the 

Executive Board named therein are hereby made the governing instrument of this corporation. 

 

ARTICLE II 
The Moderator, Vice-Moderator, Clerk, Assistant Clerk, Treasurer, Assistant Treasurer and 

Director of Missions of the Charleston Baptist Association shall serve as officers of the 

Executive Board in the same capacity and for the same term as they hold as officers of the 

Charleston Baptist Association.  

 

ARTICLE III 
Section 1. This Board shall meet in January and July on the date, time and place  

 set at the Annual Meeting.  

Section 2. Special meetings of the Board may be called by the Moderator or the   

 Executive Committee.  Special meetings may also be called by any seven   

 members of the Board acting in concert. In case such special meeting is called  

 by seven members of the Board, those members calling the meeting shall give a  

 notice in writing to the Moderator signed by each of the members participating in the call.  

Notice  of all special meetings called shall be sent ten days before the date of said   

 meeting and state the time and place and the subject matter to be considered at  

 such meeting. 

Section 3. Twenty members of the Board shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of 

 business, except where otherwise specifically provided in the Constitution of the  

Charleston Baptist Association.  

 

 



ARTICLE IV 
The Executive Board of the Charleston Baptist Association shall cooperate with the other 

associations and other appropriate agencies for the carrying out of its purposes. 

 

ARTICLE V 
Section 1. The Officers of the Executive Board of the Charleston Baptist Association shall  

 serve as members of the Executive Committee. The Executive Committee shall act for  

the Executive Board in the transaction of general business between meetings of the  

 Executive Board. 

Section 2. The Nominating Committee shall nominate such ministry teams as may be 

 necessary to carry out the work and purpose of the Board. 
      

     ARTICLE VI 
Section 1. The Moderator and Clerk of this corporation, acting for the corporation, shall 

 have the authority to purchase such property, both real and personal, as is   

 necessary to the carrying out the purposes of this corporation, upon being duly authorized  

to make such purchases at either a regular or a duly called special meeting of the   

 members of the Executive Board. 

Section 2. The ministry team responsible for maintaining the Association’s properties shall    

         have authority to make all necessary repairs to the property.  The team can do such work  

as is necessary to develop such property, so that it will be suitable for the  holding of the  

meetings and assemblies in the carrying out of the purposes for which it is held, upon  

authorization of the Board. Nothing herein contained shall be construed as preventing the  

team from making small or routine repairs as specified in the operations manual. 

Section 3. The Moderator and Clerk of this Board shall have authority to convey the title  

 to all property held by this corporation, and to execute all deeds and other   

 instruments necessary to make such conveyances at a regular or a duly called  

 special meeting of the Board. 

Section 4. The Moderator and Clerk of the Board shall be authorized to borrow money and  

 execute mortgages or deeds of trust to property, the title to which is held by the  

 Board for the purpose of securing the money so borrowed when the proposed  

 loan and the execution of said instruments have been duly authorized by the  

 vote of a majority of the members of the Board composing this corporation at a  

 regular or duly called special meeting of said Board. In order to borrow money  

 and mortgage any of said property, it shall be necessary that such action be  

 authorized by the vote of 2/3 majority of those present and voting at the meeting. 

Section 5. No transfer of title of any real estate owned by the Association will be   

 conveyed, until 30 days notice has been given to all the churches of the   

 Association, and has been approved by 2/3 of Executive Board members present and  

Voting at the meeting. 

 

ARTICLE VII 
In the event of the illness, absence or inability of the Moderator or the Clerk of the Executive  

Board to act in any and all of the functions herein delegated to them, then any and all authority 

vested in said Moderator or Clerk shall be delegated to and exercised by the Vice-Moderator or 

the Assistant Clerk of the Board respectively. 



 

ARTICLE VIII 
The Executive Board shall have authority to raise, collect and dispense all funds necessary to the 

carrying out of the functions and purposes of this corporation. It shall likewise have the authority 

to maintain and support all institutions maintained and supported by this corporation and to make 

contributions to any institution which this corporation helps to support by means of 

contributions. Said Executive Board shall likewise conduct and handle all the business affairs of 

any kind and nature whatsoever of this corporation.  
 


