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Athanasian Creed         Trinity Sunday c           6-12-22  

John 8:48-59  The True God, The Trinity 

 

 

On Trinity Sunday, we focus on and confess that there is 

One and only One Being properly called God and this One Being 

called God has revealed to us in His Word that He exists as 

three Persons, The Father, The Son and The Holy Spirit, each 

equally and fully God, but yet still only One God. (Three 

persons with a shared essence if you will). Now this may seem 

to be such a basic teaching why do we even bother recognizing it 

with a Sunday?  Basic it may be, (understood, not too well) but 

universally held it is not. 

 Truly we creatures of God are so designed that we will 

worship something (We are hardwired to do so). I don’t care how 

much someone may claim to not believe in God, it is a lie.  They 

do believe and trust in something (even if it is only 

themselves).  Fallen man will worship something.   

We will either worship the One True Living God, the Holy 

Trinity or we will worship a false god, often a god of our own 

making.  And we are clever and creative when it comes to 

creating gods. 

 In an incredible irony, we who were created in the image of 

God, left to ourselves, we will make a god in our own image or 

desires.  This god is whatever you understand and believe god to 

be or want him to be.  Ever hear the phrase: “Well my God would 

never… or My God would…”?  That is idolatry, making a god after 

their own image and design – making him what they want him to 

be. 

 Even though there is a growing sense of secularism and the 

atheistic movement seems to be gaining in popularity and 

influence, the truth is that the percentage of believers in this 

world has remained constant at 100%.  All people believe in (a) 

god.  There are no true atheists no matter what they claim or 

believe.  All people have a god.  The question is in what god do 

you believe?   

In his large Catechism, Luther defines a god as whatever we 

trust and whatever we look to for all good.  Whatever you turn 

to in a time of need or desperation – whatever you trust and 

call out to for help is your god.   

And just as each soul on earth has a god, so each soul is 

accountable to the True God for the god they worship. The One 

True Living God has caused to be written in His Scripture: 

(Romans 1:18-21 )18 The wrath of God is being revealed from 

heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who 

suppress the truth by their wickedness, 19 since what may be 

known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain 
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to them. 20 For since the creation of the world God’s invisible 

qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly 

seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are 

without excuse.  21 For although they knew God, they neither 

glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking 

became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened.  

 The Living God’s Word says that we have enough knowledge 

and evidence of the true God that there is no excuse for 

worshipping a false god.  They know by the testimony of creation 

and their own conscience of the One True God.  Those who choose 

to worship a false god cannot claim ignorance. They are without 

excuse, says the True God in His true Word.  

 The truth is that sinful man worships and serves a lie 

rather than the truth. Again we read in Romans 1:25 25 They 

exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served 

created things rather than the Creator—who is forever praised. 

Amen.  

 It is uncanny how we sinners can craft a god. For example, 

a fornicator fashions a god who says it’s all right to fornicate 

as long as you are in love and as long as you both want it or as 

long as you intend to get married.  

 We love our false gods because our own homemade gods 

justify what we choose to believe and do. But here is the bottom 

line: such gods are fashioned to justify our sinful deeds but 

such gods cannot justify us or save us.  

 False gods cannot justify us, meaning take away our sins. 

False gods leave us dead in our trespasses (they are unable to 

truly meet our greatest need of forgiveness). False gods make us 

comfortable in our sins for the moment but in the end the false 

gods will send us off to that very uncomfortable place called 

hell.  

As we confessed in the Athanasian Creed: "Whoever will be 

saved shall, above all else, hold the catholic faith."  

 We must hold the catholic (which means universal) faith, 

the historic Christian faith in the Holy Trinity so that our 

sins may be forgiven and we may receive the Holy Spirit and live 

forever in heaven.  

 You see, at the heart and soul of the doctrine of the 

Trinity is the Gospel. The Athanasian Creed states: 

"Furthermore, it is necessary to everlasting salvation that he 

also believe faithfully the incarnation of our Lord Jesus 

Christ…..who suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, 

rose again the third day from the dead………"  

 It was not just another human who suffered and died in our 

place, for our sins. It was the eternal Son of God Who had been 

made man, Incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, true 
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God and true man in one person. "He is equal to the Father as 

touching His Godhead," says the Creed. 

 God, not just some created man, GOD the Son suffered in our 

place, for our sins. The blood of the eternal God was shed for 

us in the person of Jesus and for that reason we have eternal 

salvation through His blood, God’s Blood – for only the Life of 

Eternal God the Son is sufficient to pay the debt of our sin.  

(To believe and trust in any other God, be it Allah of Islam, 

Buddha, the generic god of American spirituality, Money, Power, 

etc. is to spit in the living God’s face and rejects His 

sacrificial love and gift of Salvation). 

 And the Divine Person called the Holy Spirit Who gives us 

new birth through Baptism and the Gospel is not an inner 

consciousness of god or an impersonal positive force which we 

tap into. The Holy Spirit Who comes to dwell within us and give 

us all the gifts won by Christ, is true God.  

 The Creed says, "The Godhead of the Father, of the son and 

of the Holy Spirit is all one;"….."The Holy Spirit is 

Lord"……."The Holy Spirit is of the Father and of the Son, 

neither made nor created nor begotten but proceeding." 

 As a Christian, your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit. 

He dwells there.  God lives in you in the person of the Spirit 

to apply to you the forgiveness of sins, new birth, hope of 

bodily resurrection.  He is the one Who has rescued you from 

spiritual death and given you the breath of eternal life as much 

as He breathed life into the lifeless lump of Clay that was 

Adam.  You have faith and life eternal only by the Work of God 

the Holy Spirit, Who has reconnected you to the Father/God and 

Life through the faith in Christ He created in your heart by the 

blessed Means of Grace, the Word and Sacraments.   

 This is the catholic/universal faith, and it must be 

believed in order to be saved.  

 False gods offer a false salvation and they do it by way of 

the Law. Your false god will either give you a law which says 

you are a law unto yourself or he will give you laws by which 

you must live in order to justify yourself.  

The true God, the Holy Trinity gives Gospel, full forgiving 

Gospel. Oh yes, there is The Law which the Trinity wants us to 

know but this Law is not given to save us from our sins. It is 

given to make us aware that we are sinners and need God’s grace 

and forgiveness in the Work of His Son (to despair of, turn away 

from relying on ourselves or other false gods).  

The Holy Trinity teaches Law but only so He can teach us 

Gospel. Romans 5:5-6 God has poured out his love into our hearts 

by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.  

 The Holy Trinity means poured out love. The Father poured 

out His love by sending His Son for our sins. The Father and the 
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Son pour love into us in the person of the Holy Spirit. The Holy 

Spirit points us back to the love of the Father and the Son.  

And then He pours out that love of God through us to our 

neighbors, those around us.    

 This is the catholic/universal faith which we faithfully 

and firmly believe and are saved by His gracious work alone. 

AMEN! 

 


