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Luke 9:28-36      Transfiguration of our Lord c          2-27-22 

Deut. 34:1-12 

 

In our OT lesson, we heard how Moses was on a mountain top 

being shown the Promised Land by the Lord (the land he was not 

permitted to enter due to a sin he had committed), Moses could 

only look upon that Promised Land from afar.  But in our Gospel 

today, Moses is once again standing upon a mountain top, and God 

is once again showing him The Promised Land – but this time 

(very much) up close and personal (in the Very Person of God the 

Son made flesh [The One Who had appeared to him as the Angel of 

the Lord in the burning bush; the One Who had travelled with Him 

through the wilderness journeys in a pillar of cloud and fire; 

Who provided life-giving water from a rock and bread from heaven 

to sustain him]) – the very One Who will truly deliver man from 

slavery and the threat of death, the very One Who enabled Moses 

to be in heaven all these years!  The very One Who enabled his 

body to be raised from the dead and together with Elijah, stand 

in the heavenly glory and discussing His departure: His Exodus. 

The Exodus pointed to by the one led by Moses; The Exodus of 

Jesus.  The Exodus. (His departure/going away) The journey of 

Jesus to the Cross – the very place where He would accomplish 

the true, eternal salvation of all God’s people.   

  

 While Jesus was praying on a mountain top, accompanied by 

Peter, James and John, His appearance was changed – a glimpse of 

His true holiness and purity allowed to be seen.   

 This event likely was given as a source of encouragement 

for the disciples who would accompany Jesus part way on His 

Exodus – but who like Israel of Old who failed at trusting the 

Lord at the entrance to the promised land and were sentenced to 

wondering, the disciples would fail to trust at Gethsemane and 

would flee. Perhaps it was a source of encouragement for Jesus 

as well with His Baptism of Blood, His Passion looming before 

Him.  Perhaps it was an encouragement to talk with those whose 

salvation and Life He is winning – as well of course the 

encouragement He received as the voice of His Father again 

proclaiming from the cloud, This is My Son, My Chosen One – 

listen to Him! 

 And it is a source of encouragement for us as well with the 

dark and penitential season of Lent looming before us for we are 

also reminded of why our Lord was facing His Exodus, reminded 

that it was our rebellious fleeing, our lack of trust, OUR 

sinful guilt that placed Him on that terrible road of the Cross, 

and it is crushing.  Our sins nailed Him to the tree.  Our sins 

caused the Father to turn His back from God the Son and vent His 
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wrath upon Him.  Our Sins caused Him to die for us. My sins. 

Your sins.   

Before we travel that dark season of Lent, a time of 

penitential reminders of the cause of His suffering, we are 

comforted with the glorious revelation of exactly WHO our 

substitute was.  That our suffering and dying savior was God the 

Son Incarnate – Holy, pure, without sin of His own, Infinite and 

Almighty, and crucified and dead in our place and more than 

sufficient to pay for all our guilt.  We are thus reminded of 

the extent of His Love for us, and the extent of His 

faithfulness in keeping His Word/Promise – all the way to the 

point of the Cross. 

 Incredible Love – willing to suffer so much for OUR SIN.  

People of God, do not ever think lightly of your sin, your 

guilt, your weakness and doom. Do not ever dismiss the 

seriousness of your sin.  

 Think back to Moses dying on Mount Nebo, only able to see 

the Promised Land, but never enter it.  Remember what sin Moses 

committed that kept him out?  What terrible deed he did that 

would lead to such a harsh sentence after a lifetime of 

incredible and faithful service?  He struck a rock. 

Moses.  This was the chosen prophet of God who by God’s 

word and work had led the nation of Israel out of Egypt, parted 

the Red Sea, led them through the desert, delivered the 10 

commandments, interceded with God to provide meat, bread, and 

water in miraculous ways. 

 For 40 years Moses had to endure a whining, complaining, 

often doubting and stubborn people in a desert wasteland.  You'd 

think if anyone DESERVED to lead the people to their final 

destination in the land of Canaan, it was MOSES (if entrance 

into the Promised land depended upon worth or effort). But, it 

wasn't going to happen, because Moses had SINNED. 

 He disobeyed God – went against God’s explicit/revealed 

will.  On an occasion when the whining children of Israel were 

in need of water, God told Moses to SPEAK to the rock and bring 

forth water, but Moses STRUCK the rock. REALLY?  THAT’S IT?!   

Moses had a RIGHT to be angry and impatient with the people; he 

had a RIGHT to add a little emphasis to his actions.  Right? 

No.  Moses had sinned.  He had disobeyed the expressed will 

of God.  Even though it was just a “little” sin, it was enough 

to keep him out of the Promised Land.   

 How similar Moses is to us; we would like to think we are 

generally good people.  Generally obedient.  Usually loving to 

God and our neighbors.  If anyone "deserves" to get to heaven 

it’s us. Yes, once in a while we may slip up, get a little angry 

or out of control.  We may say an unkind word, but we have a 

RIGHT to because:  "look at what so-and-so did to me!" 
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Sorry.  You've sinned, and it's enough to keep you out of 

the Promised Land. Forever.  You're going to die because of your 

sins – (physically & eternally), as small and infrequent as you 

may think they are; just one is enough to expel you from the 

Promised land unto eternal suffering in hell…If you’re wanting 

what you deserve, for we deserve nothing more than death eternal 

in the anguish of hell. That’s justice. 

 But in this Gospel, Moses is on the mountain with Jesus and 

Elijah, because though he was kept from entering the land 

promised to the Children of Israel, he was permitted to enter 

into The Promised Land of heaven.   

 In Deut. 32:50: God said "There on the mountain that you 

have climbed you will die and be gathered to your people,..."  

This means that when Moses died on that mountain (his body 

buried by God Himself) that he was taken up into heaven with the 

family of believers that were in glory. Despite his sin, despite 

being excluded from the EARTHLY "Promised Land", Moses saw the 

TRUE Promised Land of heaven. 

And this was solely because Moses WAS NOT relying on what 

he thought he deserved, but rather, depended only on the love 

and mercy of God and the grace/forgiveness of his sin through 

the promised Messiah that that would come, Jesus Christ. 

Children of God, this is the same love and mercy that WE 

depend upon to forgive our sins and allow us to enter the 

Promised Land of heaven as well. 

 By the gracious work of God alone, His Holy Spirit working 

through His Word and sacraments, He was able to create a faith 

in our hearts that trusts only in the Work of Jesus and enables 

us to enter into the Promised Land of His Presence and 

salvation. 

 By the gracious work of God alone in your baptism you were 

transfigured with Christ!  Your sinful guilt was washed away and 

you were transfigured from death to life, from guilt to holiness 

in Christ.  You went from a dead, blind enemy of God to a 

beloved, living and pure child of the Father.  You are holy in 

His sight, as Jesus Who covers you is holy.  And by His Word, 

you know that He Who not only suffered and died for you, but 

also Rose from the dead for you, comes to you here to travel 

with you on your journey through this wilderness of a fallen 

world, truly comes here and speaks His Word and gives you His 

grace.   

 And one day, the Last Day, He will lead us into THE 

Promised Land of the New Creation.  The effects of sin will be 

removed forever and we will live in the full and unveiled 

Presence of God, seeing Him with perfected eyes in our 

resurrected body, never again to taste any of the sorrows of 

this wilderness. 
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 For now, we gaze upon that promised land of a new creation, 

comforted in the Real Presence of our Living Lord Jesus Who has 

again, for a while, covered His Divine glory and might under the 

Lowly Means of Grace, Who continues to Speak His Word to us – 

the Word the Father has commanded us to hear.   

 


