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John 14:1-14     St. Philip & St. James, Apostles         5-1-22 

Only One Way to See the Father 

 

On May 1, 561 AD, the Church of the Holy Apostles in Rome 

(originally built in 350 AD) was rededicated.  The relics of the 

apostles Philip and James were transferred to this church, which 

was rededicated in their honor, which then led to the origin of 

this Festival of St. Philip and St. James, Apostles on May 1st.  

This is the first time that we have had the opportunity to 

observe the Festival of St. Philip and St. James, Apostles since 

I have been at St. John’s.  The observance of Saints’ days in 

the history of the Church has been to provide encouragement to 

God’s people with God’s gracious, saving and preserving work of 

His children, and provide His people with the examples of 

faithful Christian life and service as well as reminders of 

God’s tender patience and loving work upon His children.    

 When looking at these two apostles of Christ, precious 

little is known about the apostle we know as James the Less, or 

James the Younger.  He is honored with that name because he was 

thought be younger than, (and to distinguish him from) James the 

son of Zebedee, brother of John (who were business partners with 

Peter [and Andrew] and part of that inner circle of disciples.)   

He also is likely not the James who wrote the Epistle of James, 

as most agree that the author of that letter was James brother 

of our Lord, also called James of Jerusalem or James the Just.  

 No, this is James the Less, the son of Alphaeus.  His 

mother, named Mary, was among the women gathered at the foot of 

Jesus’ cross, as well as those who had gone to the tomb to 

finish the burial preparations of Jesus, and among the first to 

see the resurrected Christ. 

When the apostles are listed, he is among the last 

mentioned.  He was present with the Lord from the beginning of 

His ministry and was a witness to His crucifixion, resurrection, 

and ascension. And that is all the scriptures tell us of him.  

And history even has less to say.  We have no traditions 

speaking to where he served, and perhaps one tradition that 

claims he was martyred by being sawn in two.       

More is known about Philip.  Philip was from Bethsaida 

(near the shores of the Sea of Galilee), as were Peter and 

Andrew.  Saint John's Gospel records how (the day after Jesus 

calls Peter, Andrew) that Jesus sought out Philip and called him 

to follow Him, (A nice reminder of how it is always our Lord Who 

seeks us out, finds us, and draws us to Him) and how right away 

Philip sought out and brought his friend Nathanael to Jesus, who 

called him also to be a disciple. (A reminder of how our Lord 

works through us to call our neighbors/family, friends, etc. to 

Him). 



 2 

The scriptures also tell us that Philip is the one whom the 

God-fearing Greeks approached at the Passover, which occurred 

during Holy Week, and said to him, "Sir, we wish to see Jesus" 

(Jn. 12:21b).  

 And, Philip is a key figure in the "Feeding of the 5000," 

the only miracle recorded in all four Gospels.  This miracle 

took place near Bethsaida, Philip's hometown.  The Lord asked 

Philip how all these people were going to be fed, (Philip no 

doubt thinking that Jesus was asking him this because it was his 

hometown area, and he would know where best to get food).  John 

notes that "this He (Jesus) said to test him, for He Himself 

knew what He would do" (Jn. 6:6).  Philip should have said, 

"Lord, You alone can provide for these people, because You are 

God and can do all things."  Philip did not say that.  He did 

not express faith in his Lord; instead (after doing some quick 

mental calculations of local food stops and available supplies) 

he complained that “Two hundred denarii worth of bread would not 

be enough for each of them to get a little.”  Philip had failed 

the Lord’s test miserably. Yet, Jesus fed the masses, despite 

Philip's lack of faith.   

But in our Gospel lesson, Philip is prominently mentioned 

at another meal.  While eating the (final) Passover meal on 

Maundy Thursday, Jesus said: John 14:6-12 “I am the way, and the 

truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through 

me.  (7)  If you had known me, you would have known my Father 

also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” (8) Philip 

said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for 

us.”  

Jesus had just stated one of the most amazing and wondrous 

truths there is – He alone is the way back to the Father, the 

only way back unto the Life we separated ourselves from in our 

rebellion and sin.  Though our sinful nature would always have 

us look to other ways, primarily to rely on our own efforts to 

save ourselves, or to seek other paths back unto heaven, there 

are no other ways back into God’s presence and true Life 

everlasting (than through Jesus). None. He is not a way, one of 

many ways, but The only way back to the Father. 

And more so, Jesus proclaimed that because they know Him, 

they also know the Father!  Indeed, they have even seen the 

Father! 

To this Philip is confused, objects, and speaks out loud 

probably what was on the hearts of all the disciples.  Lord, we 

have not seen the Father.  We want to!  Show us the Father, and 

that is all that we need.  Truly, that is what all really want, 

to know God, truly know Him, be with Him, as we were created to 

be.  Philip did not know Who Jesus really was, or what He had 

come to do.   
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(Like the rest) Philip still did not understand, that to 

see Jesus is to see the Father (to know Him) – that Jesus is the 

very Word of God made flesh, the very eternally begotten Son, 

incarnate by God the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary.   

(10)  Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the 

Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on 

my own authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his 

works.  (11)  Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father 

is in me, or else believe on account of the works themselves. 

 As the Father is, so is the Son.  They are one.  You want 

to know Who God is, and what He is like, you need look no 

further than Jesus Christ.  When Jesus speaks, God is speaking, 

the Father is speaking. In Jesus you see the heart of God 

revealed!  There at the Cross you see His smiling countenance, 

His perfect, sacrificial love.  And with the Empty Tomb, the 

resurrected Christ shows the proof that your sinful guilt has 

been paid for and removed from you as far as the east is from 

the west.  With the resurrected Jesus, we see our salvation won 

and the way to the Father revealed.    

In this text, Philip is a wonderful picture of all of us. 

Like Philip and the rest of the disciples, left to ourselves we 

too would not recognize Who Jesus really is or has done for us. 

It took the resurrected Christ appearing to Philip and the rest 

of the disciples, His repeated coming to them and reassuring 

them of His victory over sin, death and devil to open their eyes 

and believe in Him.  

It took the resurrected Christ coming to us through the 

eye-witness testimony of His apostles, through His Word 

proclaimed (and applied to us in our baptism) that the Holy 

Spirit was able to open our blind eyes and dead hearts to be 

able to trust in the saving work of Christ, to See Him, and thus 

see the Father. 

Yet, because of our sinful natures and living in a fallen 

world, for now we still only see through means.  We see the 

Father, but it is only by seeing His Son, and seeing His Son Who 

comes to us through His Means of Grace.  But because of what 

Jesus had come to do, Philip, James, and you will see God the 

Father face to face. On the Last Day, with newly resurrected and 

perfected eyes, we will see God the Father directly, without 

veil.   

But until then, we see the Father through the Son.  And 

here this morning, we especially behold the Love of the Father 

as we behold and receive Jesus’ Body and Blood given to us in 

His blessed supper under the Bread, Wine and Word.  Here we 

receive the assurance that Jesus is with us (and within us), 

that we are His beloved children, all of our sins forgiven, and 
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that we receive the grace and strength to love Him and our 

neighbor as He has first loved us. 

And finally, just as Philip shared Christ with Nathanael, 

and with a group of inquiring Greeks, tradition says that he 

would continue to proclaim Christ crucified and risen in the 

area of Asia minor known as Phrygia until he was martyred via 

crucifixion and buried there.  He, like James and the other 

apostles bore witness to the victorious, living Lord Jesus and 

the salvation that He alone gives.  That He is the Way, the 

Truth and the Life, the only way back to the Father and Life 

everlasting.  

And so too do we bear witness to the Living and Victorious 

Christ to those around us – to go and find our friends, family 

and neighbors who need to see Jesus and hear this good news of 

the salvation and life He has won for them. 

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


