
 1 

John 8:31-36             Reformation b                 10-31-21 

From Worms to Today, Here We Stand 

 

 As I wrote in this month’s article, this year marks the 

500th anniversary of the Diet of Worms (not a new diet, but a 

formal deliberative meeting at the city of Worms).  It was the 

occasion when Luther made his famous “Here I stand” speech and 

was one of the most pivotal moments in Reformation history. 

In April of 1521, Martin Luther found himself (in Worms, 

Germany) standing before Emperor Charles V, the Electors and a 

few other dignitaries.  On a table was a pile of Luther’s books, 

which the examiner John Eck (not of the Leipzig debate fame) 

asked Luther to simply answer if they were his books, and if he 

recanted/disavowed them or not.  In a barely audible voice, 

Luther replied, “The books are all mine, and I have written 

more.”  When again asked whether Luther wished to recant or 

defend them all, or at least some of them, Luther asked for more 

time to consider his answer, as the books were not all the same 

type and he could not simply recant all of them.  After some 

debate amongst the emperor and the diet, Eck brought back the 

answer and expressed amazement that a theological professor 

should not be ready at once to defend his position, particularly 

since he had come for that very purpose.  Nevertheless, the 

emperor would grant him 24 hours. 

 It was a key moment – if Luther recanted, if he denounced 

all that he had written against the papacy and the abuses of the 

Roman church, he would be welcomed back into the fold, all 

forgiven.  If he refused, then he would be formally 

excommunicated and branded a heretic, subject to arrest or being 

killed on sight.  If he recanted, it would go a long way toward 

crushing the reformation movement and stabilizing Rome’s power 

over the church, and it would likely continue the church’s 

decent into false teaching and the increasing harm to the faith 

and comfort of so many Christians.   

 The next day, before a much larger crowd, when again asked 

by Eck if the books were his and if he recanted of them, Luther 

in a much bolder voice gave a long and detailed answer in both 

German and Latin of why he could not recant any of his books.  

Eck replied, “Martin, how can you assume that you are the only 

one to understand the sense of Scripture?  Would you put your 

judgment above that of so many famous men and claim that you 

know more than they all?  You have no right to call into 

question the most holy orthodox faith...I ask you, Martin, 

answer candidly and without horns, do you or do you not 

repudiate your books and the errors which they contain?”  Luther 

replied, “Since then Your Majesty and your lordships desire a 

simple reply, I will answer without horns and without teeth.  
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Unless I am convicted by Scripture and plain reason – I do not 

accept the authority of popes and councils, for they have 

contradicted each other – my conscience is captive to the Word 

of God.  I cannot and I will not recant anything, for to go 

against conscience is neither right nor safe.  Here I stand, I 

cannot do otherwise.  God help me. Amen.” 

 “Are you alone wise?”  Are you the only one to understand 

the sense of Scripture?”  That question haunted Luther. Have so 

many centuries gone wrong?  What if you are in error and are 

taking so many others with you to eternal condemnation?”  

 But as he thought upon the Word of God, he realized that 

yes, God’s Word was clear and yes, he had the truth. It was the 

leaders of the church in Rome that had left the Gospel of 

Christ.  He had the truth, and the truth had set him free from 

the lies of Rome and the devil. 

  Think about that statement.  What could be a more offensive 

statement today than, “Yes, I have the truth.”   Not, a truth, 

or one of many truths, but The Truth.  Our society will not 

accept such a statement.  How offended will someone get if you 

tell him he is wrong, let alone how arrogant you sound saying 

that you have the truth?   

 How dare you Lutherans, especially on Reformation!  

Celebrating that you have the truth.  How can you say such a 

thing?  Are you alone right in all the world?  Are all other 

denominations wrong?  Are millions of fellow Christians in 

error?  You members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church are alone 

right and have the Truth?    

 Yes, you do have the truth.  But before we begin to feel 

smug or have an arrogant spirit begin to fester within us, 

having the truth is not about being right. As I have pointed out 

repeatedly, having a pure doctrine is not about being right. It 

is about comfort.  It is about having the peace and assurance 

(and certainty of salvation) that God intends for His children 

to have that the Truth of His Gospel alone gives.  It is about 

having the truth that sets you free, free from the captivity and 

burdens of guilt and lies. 

The devil is a liar, a thief, a tyrant, and oppressor.  

With smooth subtlety and twisted lies, the devil sweet-talked 

and deceived our first parents into sin, into rebelling against 

and rejecting God, and thus robbing us of everything we had as 

those alone created in God’s image.  This thief literally robbed 

us blind as with our rebellion we became spiritually blinded, 

our souls murdered with spiritual death, to be followed by the 

slow agonizing life-long process of a dying body and awaiting 

the horrors of eternal death where we would be forever robbed of 

God’s presence – all hope, relief, comfort and joy taken 

forever. 
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And when God kept His Promise to save us, gave us back what 

was stolen by means of the Messiah Jesus Who accomplished the 

forgiveness of our sinful guilt that separated us from our Lord 

and restored true Life back unto us, the Thief would still not 

sit idly by.   For years the devil would work through false 

teachers to twist the Good News of the Gospel of Christ, getting 

them to look to and trust in other things than just Jesus, 

robbing Christians of the hope and comfort God would have His 

people enjoy. 

 Eventually, the Gospel was all but lost, buried under the 

false teachings of men that would have people look to their good 

works for salvation, or trusting in superstitions such as being 

near holy things such as relics, and when that failed to 

comfort, to rely upon another lie of the devil called 

indulgences.   There the Christian could buy “hope” and 

“comfort” in that one could escape at least some of the 

sufferings of an imagined purgatory.   What lies and cheap 

substitutes for the Gospel of Salvation by Grace alone through 

faith alone in Christ alone – lies that further robbed the child 

of God of the true comfort God would have them enjoy in Christ. 

 And here on Reformation we do give thanks unto our loving 

God that through men like Martin Luther we enjoyed the recovery 

of a stolen/hidden treasure, namely the Gospel.  Once again, the 

Truth of God’s love for us in Christ and the Life He alone has 

won for us on the cross and given to us through faith alone 

created in our hearts by His Means of Grace has been delivered 

to God’s people. 

 500 years after Worms, we find ourselves in similar 

situations.  We find ourselves under pressure from an 

unbelieving world to soften the Word of God -- to say it is only 

"a" word of God, one amongst many; to say it is open to 

interpretation; to say that Christianity is only one of many 

equally viable religions and truth; to say that there are other 

ways back to heaven, other paths of salvation than just Christ; 

that we soften the Law, tolerate sin and call evil good; to join 

the world in asking satan's question: "Did God really say…", and 

denying His Word "you will not die".     

    And when we stand up for Truth in this relativistic age and 

proclaim the Word of God in its entirety and purity, it can be 

hard to face the question as did Luther – “Are you alone in all 

the world right?”  The “sciences” (what is so often put forth as 

science today, which is really just another belief system based 

on erroneous interpretation of data) and philosophies and belief 

systems of the world speak against you.  All those people, 

institutions, public opinion and beliefs, are you alone right 

(to go against them)?  A difficult question to hear, but with 

God's word we can answer with all godly boldness, YES.  There is 
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only One Way, One Truth, One Life, and only One way back to 

heaven/salvation, One source of true Life in a condemned and 

dying world -- Grace alone, through Faith alone, in Christ Alone 

(proclaimed/revealed by Scripture Alone).  And thus, we join in 

our Reformation heritage and proclaim this Truth with love – 

boldly, without wavering, yet with love rather than arrogance, 

desiring to point all to Christ Who has died for all. 

    500 years after Worms, we are left holding onto the Word of 

God alone despite pressure -- to join with Luther and say: "We 

cannot and we will not recant anything…Here we stand, we cannot 

do otherwise.  God help us. Amen."      

 

 


