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Genesis 11:1-9              Pentecost c               6-5-22 

Acts 2:1-21         From Confusion to Communion 

 

Genesis 11 records our history around 100 years after the 

terrible flood that was unleashed upon the world by God in 

judgment of mankind’s complete sinfulness and rebellion.   

 Now you would think with the world so radically destroyed 

and changed that man would have figured out that God meant 

business with sin.  That whenever it rained, or they saw a 

rainbow that they would remember and repent.  But we see here 

with the Tower of Babel that man does not learn -- at least in 

regard to his sinful, God-grieving ways.  We are reminded how 

man by ruined and fallen nature will not learn/change, cannot, 

for by corrupted nature he is sinful and prideful, and an enemy 

of God.  The spiritually dead Old Adam will never learn!  Man 

still wants to be his own god and to work himself back into 

heaven.   

 That was what the Tower at Babel was about.  Though God had 

commanded mankind to spread and multiply throughout the earth, 

man chose instead to stay in one place, the nice and fertile 

land later to be called Babel. That was arrogant and rebellious 

enough.  But they took it further. 

 They also decided that would build a great tower that would 

stretch up into the heavens to show their might and glory, and 

their godhood. 

 Genesis 11:4 ESV  Then they said, "Come, let us build 

ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the heavens, and 

let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the 

face of the whole earth."  

The city and especially the tower would symbolically show 

their united stance against the will of God, and how with their 

unified strength and will could accomplish anything, to even be 

able to reach God on their own! Nothing would stand in their way 

or their will.  They were determined to thumb their collective 

nose at God’s will, and make a name for themselves, that is 

acquire a fame and reputation and glorifying of themselves.  The 

tower would provide the rallying point and symbol of their 

defiance of God...(same today as man continues to try to build 

himself up, to proudly get together and build upon our towers of 

technological advancement and humanistic philosophy, efforts to 

save ourselves and efforts to become as God) (Indeed, in this 

post-modern day of relativistic truth, the idea that truth is 

“what is right for you”, what is more godlike than to define 

your own reality and truth?) 

There was a unity there, not a unity with God but a unity 

in evil purpose and language! (Again, I believe we are seeing of 

the same qualities in our society today as well.) Well, we are 
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told that God “came down”, that is God purposefully and 

manifestly chose to intervene and take the situation in hand.  

He would stop it!   He would stop it not out of petty jealousy 

(as if He were truly threatened by them) but He would do so out 

of mercy!!!  You see, God could have destroyed them all (like 

with the flood).  He certainly had the cause to, they deserved 

it.  The wickedness and blatant arrogant defiance and sin was 

everywhere!   

 Yet in His mercy He didn’t destroy them, instead He chose 

to stop them, thwart their plans, in order to keep them from 

sinning even worse/further.  You see God knew that this was just 

the beginning for them.  That if this was allowed to continue 

that they would actually get worse and harder of heart, actually 

more sinfully arrogant and defiant, beyond all hope of 

repentance.  No, He would not let this go on to their certain 

eternal destruction and judgment; for God was waiting to show 

His justice and unleash His judgment upon Another, the 

Substitute Jesus.   

 No, He would stop them by interrupting their unity in 

sinful actions and sinful pride, their ability to continue 

corrupting each other and encouraging each other in defiance so 

easily, by confusing their language.  Make it so that no they 

could no longer speak the same language and not be able to 

understand each other.  And so it was that the next day they 

suddenly found that they couldn’t understand each other -- just 

like if you suddenly woke up in a foreign country and didn’t 

know the language.  For now on, they could only work together 

with much effort just to understand each other, and they were 

forced to abandon this sinful project.  God saved them from 

themselves, and caused them to obey His will anyway, as they 

were now forced to group together with those who spoke the same 

language and they began to scatter throughout the earth. 

 But now, on Pentecost, Babel has been reversed! Confusion 

is changed back into a communion and true unity with God and our 

fellow believers. 

 In the book of Acts, we are told that when the Holy Spirit 

was poured out upon the Church according to the Promise of 

Jesus: Acts 2:4-8 ESV  And they were all filled with the Holy 

Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave 

them utterance.  (5)  Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, 

devout men from every nation under heaven.  (6)  And at this 

sound the multitude came together, and they were bewildered, 

because each one was hearing them speak in his own language.  

(7)  And they were amazed and astonished, saying, "Are not all 

these who are speaking Galileans?  (8)  And how is it that we 

hear, each of us in his own native language? 
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 People from all over the world were in Jerusalem on that 

day. People with different languages and dialects.  But it 

didn’t matter, for by the Spirit each person was able to 

understand the Word of God proclaimed in their own language all 

at the same time.  It was exactly the opposite of Babel.  What 

God had confused in order to save mankind, He now made it a 

common, understandable language of the Gospel (the Good News of 

man’s eternal salvation) that would provide true unity, with 

each other and with God.   

 Now there would be unity again, not in prideful/arrogant 

defiance, but a unity that truly reached to heaven -- and this 

not by man’s work of building, efforts, etc., but by God’s work 

alone by cross, empty tomb and Pentecost.  This outpouring of 

the Spirit was to show that God the Spirit would now reverse the 

confusion of sin, and by the common language of grace through 

faith in Christ, He would unite us together with Him in Christ.  

There would be One Lord, One Faith, One Baptism 

 God the Holy Spirit did this alone, that is, without our 

help.  No Christian, none of us were able to build towers up to 

heaven.  It was God the Holy Spirit who not only built us up (in 

faith) to “reach heaven” (enter God’s Presence), but better -- 

He actually put the Kingdom of Heaven/God among us -- where He 

can rule over His church through the Means of Grace, where He 

can come to us, speak to us and we can understand His Word.  It 

was God and God alone Who does this, enables this, tears down 

all the towers we may try to build to reach God by our efforts, 

and helps us to rely solely upon Him with His sweet Gospel.   

 Through those means of grace, the common language of the 

Gospel, He created faith in our hearts to trust in the work of 

Christ and place us in His One Body of believers.  We are truly 

united together, not by pride or self-effort, but by the grace 

of God and the work of the Holy Spirit.  It was God and God 

alone who did it all for us.  We have nothing to be arrogant or 

proud of in ourselves/effort, rather, we can boast only of what 

God and God alone has done for us, as He has brought us under 

the One Body of Jesus Christ.  From confusion to communion.  

Amen 


