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Luke 8:26-39              Pentecost 2 c P7             6-19-22 

The Mercy of Christ 

 

 Now, don’t be offended, but you actually have quite a bit 

in common with the man Jesus meets in our Gospel lesson this 

morning.   

Think about it. First of all, you were born naked just as 

this man was unclothed and unprotected, in a land of death. I am 

not talking about your "birthday suit," as it were, but about 

your nakedness before God, exposed in your guilt and shame, cast 

outside of God’s presence and His family, cut off from true life 

by the sinfulness you inherited, and left wandering in a land of 

death/cemetery. 

Yet, as we heard in our Epistle lesson, by the divine 

miracle of your Baptism, you have put on/clothed yourself with 

Christ (Galatians 3:27) in the same sense that the man in 

today's Gospel was made able to leave his nakedness and be 

clothed again. "They came to Jesus and found the man. sitting at 

the feet of Jesus and fully clothed." 

2. Just as this man lived among the tombs, so also you once 

lived in the shadow of death (Luke 1:79)-and you would have 

remained there had Jesus not come to you and baptized you in His 

saving work of grace accomplished at the Cross. 

3. And, this man was possessed by demons.  His life was 

controlled by satan. Though you were (most likely) not 

physically possessed (however when you turned 2 years old or so 

your folks may have wondered about that…      ), so too were you 

born a child of the devil – that is your sinful nature was 

completely the enemy of God and controlled your every thought, 

word and deed – all in opposition to the will of God.  But in 

your Baptism, God drowned and buried your sinful guilt with 

Christ and created a whole new spiritually alive person within 

you.  You were reborn unto true Life as a child of God and freed 

from slavery to sin and the devil. (You could now actually begin 

to sit with Jesus in your right mind – that is, you have a will 

remade in the image of God to where you could now live and love 

as He created you to do).    

So the exorcism of demons looks very much as though it was 

a Baptism-like gift. Stated another way, Jesus gave nothing to 

this man in today's Gospel that He did not also give to you in 

your Baptism. When you were baptized, you were forgiven all your 

sinful guilt and you were also clothed with Christ (as was this 

man); in Baptism you were brought in from the land of death (as 

was this man); in Baptism you were given God's miraculous gift 

of peace (as was this man); and in Baptism you were given the 

powerful gift of the Holy Spirit by whose power you were made 

able to change your behavior, just as this man in today's Gospel 
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stopped his ravings and began to live decently among his 

neighbors. 

Listen to that last part once again: in Baptism you were 

given the powerful gift of the Holy Spirit by whose power you 

were enabled to change your behavior, just as this man in 

today's Gospel stopped his ravings and began to live decently 

among his neighbors.  Instead of terrorizing and assaulting 

them, he could live in peace with them and even help/serve them. 

Is it possible, saints of God, that the Lord gave your 

family and friends a great and wonderful gift when you were 

baptized? 

Not only did Jesus give a gift that helped the man 

personally when the demons were cast out, but this gift also 

provided great benefits to the man's friends and neighbors. They 

no longer needed to figure out how to handle that guy when he 

got out of control. They no longer needed to worry about when he 

would come back in from the desert, ready to torment them all 

again. They no longer needed to tie him down or fear the worst 

from him. Because Jesus had cast the demons out of this fellow, 

his friends and neighbors could now live in peace and quiet. 

Much of the same can be said of your Baptism. God gave a 

gift to your friends and neighbors in your Baptism because 

Baptism works a change in your behavior: your Baptism hinders 

satan and your sinful nature; As you recall/rely on the grace of 

God given you in that sacrament, your Baptism makes you able to 

live beneficially toward your neighbor, rather than 

destructively; God’s grace and new life given to you in your 

Baptism makes you able to love your neighbor as yourself (Luke 

10:27), rather than make him afraid of you and of what you might 

do to him, either in word or in deed.  

Oh, you still have your old Adam as long as you live in 

this fallen and cursed world – that selfish, sinful, self-

centered nature that opposes God and neighbor. It is what can 

continue to cause you to hurt the people around you or use them 

to your own selfish gains.  But God has freed you from slavery 

to it and given you the strength to be able to oppose the Old 

Adam and actually care for and serve your neighbor out of love. 

Indeed, that is what the baptized/saved children of God do. 

Luke 8:38-39 ESV  The man from whom the demons had gone begged 

that he might be with him, but Jesus sent him away, saying,  

(39)  "Return to your home, and declare how much God has done 

for you." And he went away, proclaiming throughout the whole 

city how much Jesus had done for him. 

The man from whom the demons had gone begged [Jesus] that 

he might be with him, but Jesus sent him back to his friends and 

family, the people of the Gerasenes (SE of Galilee). 
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When our Lord comes to us and saves us, we do not usually 

immediately go to heaven.  Rather, He sends us back to our home 

to declare how much God has done for us, and them.  You might 

think it would be a better or more godly activity to travel 

somewhere with Jesus and serve Him there.  Yet, be comforted and 

encouraged in the knowledge that God has placed you right where 

He wants you to care for the people in your daily lives – to 

tell them of Jesus and God’s loving work for them. 

You may feel like you have loved ones or friends or 

relatives who would rather have Jesus go away (like neighbors 

and friends of this man in the text wanted Jesus to go away), 

but Jesus is just not going to do it. It may not seem like He 

remains among them any more than it seemed like He remained with 

the Gerasenes as they all stood on the seashore and waved good-

bye. But Jesus remains faithfully among your unbelieving and 

rebellious loved ones because you remain among them.  

The words that Jesus spoke to the man in today's Gospel are 

equally spoken to you, with the same authority, the same power, 

and the same comforting promise: "Return to your home and 

declare how much God has done for you." Let the Word do its 

divine work for you, continually shining forth from your life 

and lips into the darkness of your community so that the light 

of Christ may remain among them. Let your Baptism continue to do 

its divine work for you, not only strengthening you in your 

weakness and assuring you of your forgiveness, but also standing 

as a witness of God's miracles in your home, in your workplace, 

and in your classroom as you live Christ and speak of Christ to 

those around you.   

As you reflect upon this text – see yourself in it.  See 

how Jesus came to you in your baptism, rescuing you from the 

power of sin and satan, restoring you to a right mind – the mind 

of image of God, enabled to once again live and love as He 

created you to do, in particular, to go back home and love those 

He has placed in your daily life – especially to tell them all 

that God has done for you and them in Christ Jesus. 

Amen 


