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Mark 13:1-13           Pentecost 25 b P28            11-14-21 

Hebrews 10:11-25       The Forgetful God 

 

In our Gospel lesson, Jesus tells His disciples that the 

world was about to end.  Oh, He didn’t use those exact words, 

but He basically said as much as far as the disciples were 

concerned when He told them that not one of the great stones of 

the Temple would be standing on another.  The Temple was going 

to be destroyed.  That would be it.  That would be the end.  No 

Temple, THE place where God dwells with His people was going to 

be destroyed.  That must mean the world was coming to an end, 

thus why Peter, John, James and Andrew drew Jesus aside and 

asked Him when this was going to happen?!?   

But a more important question than when it would be 

destroyed was why the Temple would be destroyed.  First of 

course the Temple would be destroyed due to the rejection of the 

Messiah by Israel and the resulting judgment from God with the 

destruction of Jerusalem.  

But more so, the Temple would no longer be needed.  

Remember the Temple, and the Tabernacle before it not only was 

indeed the place where God would dwell with His people, but more 

importantly it served the purpose of pointing to the time when 

God would dwell even more closely with His people, the time when 

the Messiah would come.  (Now that Messiah, The True Temple was 

standing right before them!) 

For almost 1500 years, the Children of Israel would come to 

the Tabernacle or Temple.  There they would give their offerings 

and prayers.  At the Bronze Altar (where burnt offerings were 

made) located just in front of the Temple entrance, they would 

watch as the blood of the ram or goat they had brought would be 

poured upon the horns (corners) by the priests, all the while 

smelling the burning hair and fat of the animal – a vivid, 

tangible, graphic reminder of the result and terrible price of 

their sin.  They knew that it took blood, a life to be able to 

approach God’s Holy Presence and even then, they would never be 

permitted to approach the Most Holy Place (Holy of Holies), as 

the Ark of God’s Presence was blocked by the Temple Veil.  (God 

is Holy, we are sinful, and sin cannot bear His unveiled 

Presence and survive.) 

 Do we always have such an awareness of our sin and its 

deadly cost/price?  Oh, we know of our sin from God’s Word, and 

have confessed our sinfulness – not only what we have done or 

not done, but who we are in this fallen world – poor miserable 

sinners.  But does the full impact and meaning of that hit us?   

 Thankfully you did not have to watch as your sheep or goat 

was slaughtered and burnt outside the front doors of the church, 

its blood poured out upon a bronze altar before you could come 
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into this sanctuary (might go against some local ordinances).  

But imagine if you had to – would it make an impression on you 

about the deadly seriousness of your sinful guilt and your need 

for forgiveness (as well as the cost of that forgiveness, the 

cost of what it takes to be able to be in God’s Presence)? 

 And yet, when you do enter into this Holy Place of God’s 

Presence, foremost before you is an altar.  An altar is a place 

of sacrifice, and this altar is a vivid reminder to you of THE 

sacrifice it took for you to be here in the Real Presence of God 

(without fear of condemnation).  Oh, it was not some priest 

(even a High Priest on Yom Kippur) pouring out the blood of a 

sheep that would enable this.  No, it was THE HIGHT PRIEST Jesus 

(The One all the other priests had been a picture of/pointed to) 

God the Son, Eternal, Holy, Almighty, Who took on your very 

nature (body and soul), put aside the fullness of His glory and 

power in order to be offered up as the payment for your sin, 

once and for all.   

 The lambs of the OT sacrifices had to be unblemished and 

pure.  Jesus The Lamb of God (Incarnate by the Holy Spirit and 

born of the Virgin Mary) was truly clean and pure and having 

also fulfilled the Law of God perfectly for you was truly 

unblemished.  And then, the unblemished One became blemished.  

Jesus the Lamb selected to be your Substitute was covered in 

YOUR sinful guilt – the stain of every one of your sinful 

thoughts, words, actions and motives of every single day of 

every single year you will ever live in this fallen world.  He 

was covered in their filth. 

 And then the Lamb was burned.  As He hung on the Cross, 

Jesus, God the Son felt the fires of hell that was ready to 

consume you, as Holy God the Father, Who bears no sin in His 

presence turned His back on His Son Who had become the very 

embodiment of all sin itself.  All sin was there on the cross.  

And all was judged and condemned by the Father, in your place 

and for your sake.  That was the cost of your sin.   

 That is what you should see and be reminded of every time 

you enter this sanctuary and see that altar.  

 But, unlike the burnt offerings of animals that had to be 

repeated over and over again, for they did not truly take away 

sins as the writer to the Hebrews reminded us (and indeed were 

only pointing ahead to The Offering upon the Cross that did take 

away your sin), The High Priest Jesus’ offering of His own 

Blood, the Infinite Life of God the Son poured out before God 

the Father in the Heavenly Temple ONCE FOR ALL TIME, DID pay for 

the guilt of your sins.  Jesus’ resurrection from the dead has 

proven the acceptance of THE sacrifice and the removal of the 

barrier to God of our sin.  Now we have the confidence to enter 

into “holy places” (the Holy presence of God), such as here 
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where God dwells by His Promises, by the “new and living way 

that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his 

flesh,”.  The Temple veil separated sinful man from Holy God.  

Now in the curtain of His flesh where God and man are united in 

the person of Jesus so that by His sacrificial work God and man 

can be reunited as God created us to be – in Jesus we can again 

be with God.  

 Just as the priests of old would take some of the blood of 

the sacrifice and then sprinkle it on the people that they would 

know it’s life had been given for them and they had been 

cleansed of their guilt, in the waters of your Baptism, The High 

Priest Jesus as sprinkled you in the Blood of The Lamb of God, 

His blood, and you are washed clean, clothed in the very 

righteousness and holiness of God the Son Himself.  Your guilt 

is gone, and He tells you in this text from Hebrews that He 

“will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more”. 

 What an incredible, awesome thought: the Omniscient God 

(Knows all), forgets!  He forgets your guilt for it no longer 

exists in Jesus!  He remembers your sins no more! 

 “Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the 

holy places by the blood of Jesus, … let us consider how to stir 

up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet 

together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, 

and all the more as you see the Day drawing near. 

 We are in the Last Sundays of the Church year – a time when 

we are mindful that the Day of our Lord’s return is drawing 

near.  The Last Day, the Day when all will stand before the 

judgment seat of Christ and be judged on whether their sins are 

remembered or not, if they are righteous and holy, or sinful and 

unclean. On whether their sinfulness is covered Christ’s blood 

through faith in His saving work and thus (sins remembered no 

more) righteous and holy; or they are without faith in Jesus, 

have rejected Christ, still covered in their sinful guilt and 

remain spiritually dead – those who will then enter into eternal 

death and suffering in the hell prepared for the devil. 

 In Jesus, we have no fear of such a judgment day.  Rather, 

we have confidence to enter that most holy place because we can 

do so even now in this holy place – knowing there is no 

condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, our sins 

remembered no more, that we are holy and righteous because we 

have Jesus’ holiness and righteousness covering us.   

 In thanksgiving for (that righteousness and eternal life 

given to us) the grace and forgiveness, the love our Lord has 

shown us, we are moved to stir up one another to love and good 

works – to loving service of one another (as well as our 

neighbors).  And how do we do this?  By not neglecting to meet 

together as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another 
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(especially if someone has been missing for a while – 

encouraging them to be here) to continue to meet here in the 

Divine Service, around the Means of Grace where our Loving Lord 

comes to us, feeds us, strengthens us against our enemies and 

sinful flesh.   

With our Living Lord having so served us, we then in turn 

are enabled to build each other up in Christ, encourage one 

another and serve one other as our Loving God has given us to 

do.   

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


