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Mark 10:46-52             Pentecost 22 P25            10-24-21 

Jesus, Son of David, Have Mercy on Me 

Kyrie Eleison 

 

Just a little while ago, you sang in the Kyrie: “Lord have 

mercy upon us, Christ has mercy upon us, Lord have mercy upon 

us", which was based on what blind Bartimaeus said in our Gospel 

reading this morning. 

Bartimaeus, or Son of Timaeus (who was likely a well-known 

citizen of Jericho) was a beggar just outside of the city.  He 

likely was a beggar because he was blind, depending on the 

generosity and kindness of travelers (the welfare system of the 

day).   However, though blind, he actually saw much more than 

many of those around him.  For when he hears that Jesus of 

Nazareth was passing by, he immediately cried out: "Jesus, Son 

of David, have mercy on me!"   Son of David.  It was a 

remarkable statement of faith, for “Son of David” had by those 

days become a messianic title.  For it was foretold in the 

scriptures and well known that the Messiah, the Promised Seed of 

the woman, would come through the bloodline of King David.   

 (The Lord told David through the prophet Nathan: ) 

2Sa 7:12,16  When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with 

your fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, who 

shall come from your body, and I will establish his 

kingdom…. (16)  And your house and your kingdom shall be made 

sure forever before me. Your throne shall be established 

forever.’” 

Jer 23:5-6  “Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, 

when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall 

reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and 

righteousness in the land.  (6)  In his days Judah will be 

saved, and Israel will dwell securely. And this is the name by 

which he will be called: ‘The LORD is our righteousness.’ 

 Truly this Son of David would be called the “LORD is our 

righteousness,” for by the Seed of David, the Promised Seed of 

the Woman, the Messiah Jesus (His substitutionary work) would 

make us righteous in God’s eyes.  

 Unrighteousness, sin, was what separated us from God our 

loving Creator.  It was why Bartimaeus was blind (not perhaps as 

a direct result of some specific sin, but because of man’s 

sinful rebellion and the resulting curse by God upon creation, 

Bartimaeus like all of us was afflicted in his health (his eyes 

specifically), a symptom of the far greater ailment of spiritual 

death, the sinful nature he, like all of us inherited.  He was 

born an enemy of God, spiritually dead and in the process of 

physically dying from his birth, (and) threatened with death 

eternal of hell.   
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 But with his cry of “Jesus Son of David, have mercy upon 

me,” blind Bartimaeus showed that his spiritually blind eyes had 

already been opened to understand and trust that God had kept 

His promise and sent the Messiah, the Savior, the Son of David, 

the One Who would rescue him from death and give him forgiveness 

and life eternal.  (Truly the Son of David is Jesus, which means 

“The Lord saves”.) 

 “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”  Now, did you 

notice the reaction of the crowds around Jesus to this cry from 

Bartimaeus?  They rebuked him?! Why?  Why would they chew him 

out for calling upon Jesus?  Were they upset with the use of the 

Messianic title of Son of David, not agreeing with that and not 

wanting it said, like a group of Pharisees?  Were they just 

finding him annoying and bothersome, interrupting their time 

with Jesus?  Since he was a blind beggar, did they think him a 

sinful man who should not be bothering the righteous Rabbi?  We 

are not told why.  But their chastisement did not deter 

Bartimaeus.   

 Instead, he cried out even more: “Son of David, have mercy 

on me!”  Psalm 50:15  and call upon me in the day of trouble; I 

will deliver you, and you shall glorify me.”  God the Son does 

as He always does, He hears and answers the cry of His child. 

Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.”  And now the crowds speak 

kindly to Bartimaeus, “Take heart. Get up; he is calling you.”    

It is remarkable that those who had just sternly prohibited him, 

now encourage him, expecting/trusting that Jesus was going to 

help him. (They were not his enemies after all, amazing!) 

 Bartimaeus immediately makes his way to Jesus.  And Jesus 

asks him: “What do you want me to do for you?”  Normally a 

beggar asks for money, but Jesus already knows what he really 

needs/wants, and He wants Bartimaeus to say it.  Though God 

knows our needs before we ask (better than we do!), He still 

commands that we call upon Him, ask Him.  Why?  So that we know 

Who we are to trust in, and Who it is that truly provides for 

us, helps us, saves us, gives us all things.  It is why we pray 

the Lord’s prayer daily, as well as our table prayers.  Though 

He already knows what we need, He would have us ask that our 

trust in Him may grow. 

 Bartimaeus asks for what was most in his heart: “Rabbi, let 

me recover my sight”.  The man who already saw better that most 

that day, was asking for his physical sight to be restored, that 

he would no longer have to beg, but be able work and serve 

others well.   

 Jesus told him, “Go your way; your faith has made you 

well.” Immediately he recovered his sight, but his faith in 

Jesus had already made him eternally well, healed from the true 

blindness/affliction of sinful guilt that he had been born (and 
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condemned) with.  And this man who had all of his sight 

restored, spiritual and physical sight, followed Jesus “on the 

way.” 

 “On the way” – that would be to Jerusalem and Jesus’ 

Passion.  The place where Jesus the Son of David would make us 

righteous in God’s eyes.  The place of the Cross, where the King 

of Kings would perform His duty as THE High Priest.  As we were 

reminded in our epistle reading, unlike earthly high priests who 

would have to offer up sacrifices for their own sins daily, as 

well as for the sins of the people daily, Jesus had no such 

need.  Jesus, God the Son made flesh, Incarnate by God the Holy 

Spirit of the Virgin Mary apart from any will or effort of man 

was absolutely holy and without sin – no need to make Himself 

clean, for He already was clean.  And unlike the sacrifices of 

goats and bulls made daily by the earthly high priests, Jesus 

the Lamb of God would offer up His own, infinite, innocent life 

as THE payment for all mankind’s sins, Once for All of man’s 

sins.  Adam’s, to Bartimaeus, to ours. Everyone’s.  And God 

declared this sacrifice sufficient with Jesus’ victorious 

resurrection from the dead – sin, death and the grave robbed of 

their power forever in Jesus. 

 “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me/us.”  He has had 

mercy on the spiritually blind, you and me, opening our eyes by 

Water, Word and Spirit of our baptism, creating the faith to 

trust in His saving work and enabling us to follow Him on His 

way, the narrow road that leads to eternal life.   

 And as the Ever-living High Priest, He continues His 

merciful, loving care for us as He is always interceding for us 

before the Father.  Think of it, Jesus is praying for you. (You 

think those prayers are heard!?!).  And what more, He is 

completely empathetic with your weaknesses, sorrows, struggles, 

for He has endured them as well, and knows exactly what you are 

going through.  Heb 4:15-16  For we do not have a high priest 

who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in 

every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without 

sin.  (16)  Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne 

of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in 

time of need. 

 “Jesus, Son of David have mercy on me.”  Our faithful Lord 

Who has demonstrated His loving and merciful heart, would have 

you always call upon Him in the Day of trouble – know that He 

has forgiven you no matter what the devil may say/accuse you of, 

or what sins and failings weigh you down. 

“Lord have mercy upon us, Christ have mercy upon us, Lord have 

mercy upon us.”   

Amen 


