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Mark 10:23-31            Pentecost 21 b P24            10-17-21 

Camel Through a Needle – The Impossible Done, Our Salvation 

 

 In our text, Jesus’ disciples were stunned by what their 

master had just said: Mar 10:23 "How difficult it will be for 

those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!"  They were 

stunned because it was the commonly held belief that wealthy 

believers/children of God had been especially blessed by God.  

And if the blessed of God, those who could do so much with that 

wealth, had such a difficult time getting into the Kingdom of 

God, well then, who could be saved?   

 They had no idea the difficulty.  In fact, Jesus went on to 

say it would be easier for a camel, a full-fledged camel to pass 

through the eye of a needle that for the wealthy to enter the 

Kingdom of God, to be saved. 

 That didn’t sound promising at all! If the blessed, the 

favored of God would have such difficulty, then again, who could 

be saved. 

 Mar 10:27  Jesus looked at them and said, "With man it is 

impossible, but not with God. For all things are possible with 

God."       

 No matter what the wealthy might do, no matter what the 

middle class, the poor, anyone might do, how faithful they may 

think they are, it is impossible for man to enter the kingdom of 

God.  With man it is impossible.  We each are conceived and born 

in utter spiritual poverty, with nothing, absolutely nothing to 

give or offer to pay for our debt before a holy God.  No life to 

give to pay the wages of sin.  All are found wanting in the 

scales of God’s Holy Justice and would stand condemned for 

eternal suffering in hell. 

 “With man it is impossible, but not with God.  For all 

things are possible with God.”  Indeed, not only possible, Jesus 

in fact did accomplish/finish our salvation.   

 

 Our Lord Jesus, God the Son made flesh, put aside the 

riches of His heavenly glory, took on our lowliness and placed 

Himself under the Law of God.  He then proceeded to live as our 

substitute, to do what we could not do: to live completely 

faithfully under the Law of God, trusting in His Father above 

all in every single way all His years.  He then took that 

innocent life and placed it upon the cross, where He then was 

burdened with the guilt of every single sin that every single 

one of us has committed throughout all of history.  Every vile 

thought, word or deed, every evil inclination of every heart and 

then bore the full brunt of God’s wrath and justice in our 

place.  God the Son, Holy and perfect and loving, tormented 

beyond understanding so that we might be saved from such pain.   
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 He then gave up His life to satisfy our debt.  The infinite 

Life of God the Son, far more than enough to pay for the wages 

of our sin.  This He proved by His resurrection from the dead, 

showing His victory over sin, death and the devil for us. 

 And not only had He done that which was impossible for us, 

pay for our sinful guilt and remove its stain from God’s eyes, 

He did another impossible thing – enable us to trust in that 

saving work.  For we were so dead in our trespasses and sins, 

the Old Adam so opposed to the will and work of God, that left 

to ourselves we would still reject His loving work of salvation, 

preferring to work our own way back into heaven – which of 

course we could never do. (The HUGE camel of the Old Adam would 

never be able to enter into the narrow gate of heaven!) 

 Over the years, there have been attempts to soften this 

Word from Jesus.  That He didn’t mean a literal camel or needle, 

but that it was something else.  Eventually they came up with 

the idea that it was referring to a small portal or door in the 

main gate of a walled city that foot traffic could go through, 

as well as a camel after its load had been removed. This makes 

the impossible into possible.  The idea was that likewise a rich 

man had to shed his riches, his love for them, and humble 

himself on his knees and crawl into the kingdom (with great 

effort obviously).  But Jesus meant an actual camel and an 

actual needle, and just as impossible for that to happen is it 

impossible for the rich, or the poor, any person to enter into 

the Kingdom of God by his own efforts or power whatsoever.  With 

man it is impossible, but with God it is possible to save us! 

 Only by the gracious and miraculous work of God the Holy 

Spirit working through the powerful Word God was He able to make 

the unbelieving, believing, the resistant trusting, the dead 

alive.  And this He did as in the gracious water of our Baptism, 

where connected to the Word of Promise we were literally raised 

from death to life, born again unto eternal life in Jesus! God 

has performed the miraculous, the impossible in your dead heart 

– you have by His grace been made alive in Jesus.  The camel of 

your sinful guilt has passed through the needle, the narrow and 

only way of salvation, the Blood of Jesus Christ! 

 Finally, there is another obvious point in this text that 

we should briefly consider – that we are warned of a danger with 

wealth.  Wealth in and of itself is of course not inherently 

evil – Abraham, Job, Joseph of Arimathea are among those godly 

men listed in scripture with wealth.  But we are warned by our 

Lord that there is a danger with wealth. In the first place, 

wealth can become fuel poured on the fire of our appetites and 

lusts.  This is especially true in our 21st century American 

culture that aggressively caters to and panders after our 

appetites in every conceivable way, which is spiritually 
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dangerous because it increases the ability to indulge the 

fallen, natural preoccupation with self, so that life becomes 

service to the god of self in the never-ending urge to gratify 

one’s sinful desires. 

 Additionally, wealth can be dangerous because it brings a 

certain kind of power.  The power of wealth can deceive us into 

thinking in idolatrous ways that we are autonomous, in control 

of our own life, and have the right (since we have the ability) 

to manipulate the lives of others.  It can deceive us into 

thinking that perhaps our opinions and stations in life are more 

important or significant than they are. (Hollywood elite have 

often been known to exhibit such behavior.) 

 If we are among those to whom greater riches have been 

entrusted to our keeping, such power is to be used for the 

blessing of others and not to enhance our own ego or status.  

Then again, this is true for all of us!  We too are to consider 

all that God has given us (which is everything) and how we are 

to use all that God has given us for His glory and the welfare 

of others – how we are to give of ourselves generously as we 

have first been given all. 

 Mindful of our Lord’s words here, our absolute poverty and 

dependence upon Him for everything, especially our salvation – 

aware of the incredible love and grace our Lord has given us we 

are enabled to live in that grace, moved to live for our Lord 

and our neighbor.  We are enabled to care for each other’s 

needs.  We are enabled to give generously and serve richly.   

 We are given eyes that can see beyond our own life and 

concerns and help our brothers and sisters when they are in 

need, as well as care for the needs of those around us in our 

daily lives.  

 We are moved to give of our time, talents and treasures to 

the support of our local Word and Sacrament ministry, eager to 

serve as we have first been served by Christ. 

 We are moved to join with our sister congregations and give 

to District and Synod missions and efforts. 

 A love of God and neighbor.  This we cannot do.  It is 

impossible for fallen man to do this.  But God has done the 

impossible for us, to us, and through us.  The camel has passed 

through the eye of the needle.  The dead have been reborn and 

made alive in Christ and now alive in Him, He lives through us, 

enabling us to generously care for one another as we have first 

been loved and cared for.     

Amen! 


