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Mark 10:2-16             Pentecost 19 b P22           10-3-21 

Relationships, Ruined and Restored 

 

Satan is all about destroying relationships. He destroyed 

his own with God his Creator, and that is what he wants to do to 

you, seeking to destroy your faith in Christ and thus your 

relationship with God (and others). 

 For we were created to be in relationships.  First and 

foremost with God, for we were the only ones created in His 

image, to reflect Him, to be with Him, perfectly in harmony with 

Him. A relationship based on loving and trusting Him, hearing 

Him and then reflecting Him/values/will and nature to each 

other. 

Next, we were created to have relationships with one 

another, the first and greatest of course with our spouse.  Our 

Genesis reading reminded us how normally (unless gifted by God 

for celibate service) men and woman are made for each other, to 

be in the married relationship, to make each other complete. Two 

become one – so intimately connected, like body and soul. 

We are made to be with one another, complement, finishing 

one another.  God takes flesh from the man’s side and fashions 

his helpmeet, the woman.  She is not taken from the foot to be 

trampled under or oppressed, nor from the head to rule over him, 

but from his side, next to his heart, to be cherished and work 

beside him.  It is a relationship that is to mirror Christ’s 

relationship with His Bride the church – one of mutual service 

and sacrificial love. 

Then comes the relationship with our children, the very 

incarnation of the one flesh union of husband and wife.  They 

are the incredible blessing from God as He has mankind 

participate in His creative act.  God forms the children by 

means of the parents and entrusts them to their care and 

nurturing, especially entrusting them to raise them in the 

knowledge and ways of the Lord – feeding them with the grace of 

God given in His Word and Sacraments (seeing that they bring 

them to the Divine Service and instruct them in the Word at 

home).  

And children are designed to hear and listen, trust and 

flourish in the care of their parents, who are God’s greatest 

representatives in their lives.  

And we have been created and formed to have relationships 

with our neighbors, coworkers, fellow students.  We are designed 

to serve and build up each of these people in our lives in our 

daily vocations and stations of life.  That is what we are 

created to be and do.   

And the devil (and our sinful nature which is league with 

satan) is there to destroy each of those relationships. 
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He does that first and foremost by destroying our 

relationship with God (we already know how that happened and 

what has taken place since – how the devil deceived us into 

doubting God and His Word, leading us to rebel against Him).  

And that continues to be the devil’s primary focus of our daily 

life.  Know that is what the devil’s goal is every single day 

for the Christian – to destroy our faith in Christ.  Everything, 

every single thing he does to tempt you or afflict you is with 

that one goal in mind – to get you to doubt your Lord and lose 

your faith in Christ.  His whole formidable power and thousands 

of years of experience and guile is focused on taking God’s Word 

from you, and with it, your faith and trust in Christ and 

destroy your relationship with Him.    

The sin he led our first parents into has entirely 

corrupted this creation and every one of our relationships on 

fallen earth.  Where we were designed to (reflect God’s ways to) 

be selfless and caring, serving and helpful, we have been 

ruined, corrupted with sinfulness that makes us selfish and 

self-serving, self-centered, hurtful and abusive towards others.  

By our fallen natures, even when we think we are doing something 

“nice” or “good” for others, in reality it is always tainted 

with sinful, self-centered motives (“what is in it for me”, 

“I’ll love as long as I am loved back”).  

We see it in marriage.  Instead of the mutual building up 

of a man and woman – a mutual caring and service to each other, 

sinful natures bring in selfish and self-centered thoughts that 

fight against the one flesh union.  Over time, as couples 

struggle with daily life together in a fallen world, instead of 

clinging to one another and building each other up, some can 

find it difficult to even be together let alone talk with each 

other; power struggles can take place, grudges can be held 

instead of forgiveness being given; walls can be built up to 

where the two made one can seem like that are two strangers 

living under the same roof, if even that.  And of course, 

encouraging it all along is the devil, whispering doubts and 

pushing selfish agendas. 

 And sin has ruined our relationship with our children.  

Instead of seeing them as the blessing they are, they can now be 

viewed as burdens and nuisances.  Parents can exasperate/ 

frustrate them, or worse hurt them – especially as was seen in 

our text. (In our text, the disciples were trying to keep the 

children away from the Lord for those very reasons – that they 

were in the way or not worthy of the Lord’s attention – which is 

the exact opposite of the truth – they are the beloved of 

Christ, in fact, the very model of faith and trust we are to 

have).  Instead of hindering them, keeping them from Jesus, we 
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are to absolutely continue to bring them to His presence in the 

Divine Service and at home.   

Sin has made it where children will not listen to their 

parents, but join in the ancient and sinful practice of 

rebelling against the mother and father, and worse, their 

heavenly Father. 

Our relationship with our congregation, our friends, 

neighbors, co-workers – all these relationships the devil and 

our sinful flesh is attacking with self-centeredness, 

selfishness, and power…  totally twisting/opposing what we were 

designed to be. 

But our God created us for relationships, and He would see 

them restored. 

 Though Christ’s Bride (church) had been unfaithful, though 

we were an adulterous generation, though He had the right to 

send us away into eternal torment in hell, in love He chose to 

sacrifice Himself for His bride, giving up His life for her, for 

us. 

By being the perfect Son of God, acting like the child of 

God should in our place with perfect obedience to the will and 

laws of God, obeying even to the point of the cross, bearing the 

guilt of our sins and paying for them with His own blood, 

sacrificing Himself for us, He bridged the gap between us and 

God--removed that barrier of sin which had separated us from Him 

and thereby restored our relationship with our Loving Creator. 

Though you were a child of the world, of Adam and sin, the 

devil your brother, in the waters of your baptism, God would 

make you His child again.  You were reborn, made a child of God.  

One with His Life and image flowing through you once again.  And 

as The Best Father, He tenderly cares for you, feeding you upon 

His word and sacrament to grow more and more in His grace to be 

able to walk with Him, relate with Him the way He has designed 

you. 

By our Lord’s work alone, we are children of God, but we 

also remain at the same time the children of Adam.  It is a 

constant battle between two people within us.  When the flesh 

wins, we turn our back on our Lord and our fellow man, 

(neighbors, friends, spouse, enemies, etc.) and we will serve 

our own self-centered desires no matter what it may do to those 

around us.  We can still hurt one another. 

 That part of us needs to die daily.  Every day, by 

remembering our baptism, relying upon the grace and forgiveness 

that God has given us there, He enables us to bury the old Adam 

and its selfish heart with Christ, and instead to raise up and 

live as His forgiven child.  By daily focusing on our restored 

relationship with our Lord and spending regular time in 

scripture, especially as a family, we allow our Lord to feed us 
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to where we grow in our trusting and depending on His grace to 

live like His Children.   

 And even when we give in to our flesh and hurt each other, 

there still is hope, for there is forgiveness.  Our Lord has 

forgiven us for a lifetime of sin, and by focusing on the grace 

and forgiveness given to us, He further enables us to forgive 

instead of hold grudges – truly forgive each other and live 

sacrificially for each other just like our Lord has lived for 

us. 

Relationships.  We were created to live in relationships 

with God and neighbor.  Sin destroyed those relationships, but 

by our Lord's work of the cross and empty tomb He has restored 

our relationship with our Creator, and enabled us to restore and 

maintain godly relationships with each other. 

Amen 

 


