
 1 

Mark 9:14-29        Pentecost 16 b P19              9-12-21 

All Things Possible for the ONE Who Believes 

 

 The Lord Jesus is unhappy with His disciples.  Mark 9:19 

ESV “O faithless generation, how long am I to be with you? How 

long am I to bear with you?"   Jesus has just come down from the 

mount of transfiguration with Peter James and John and  

arrives at where He had left His other 9 disciples. He finds a 

large crowd gathered around, watching as the nine are arguing 

with some scribes.  When Jesus asks the scribes why they were 

arguing with His disciples (not that they ever needed much 

motivation to do so), a desperate and anxious father in the 

crowd falls down before Jesus and explains how he had brought 

his only son to be healed by Jesus, but when the disciples 

tried, they had failed.   

 No doubt that the scribes who had been watching all this 

immediately took advantage of the situation, probably hurling 

insults and ridicule, stating that this must prove that Jesus 

was a false prophet.  The embarrassed and frustrated disciples 

then must have then tried to fight against that. 

 To the boy, it would seem that demons and their attacks can 

vary greatly, some stronger than others.  In this case, the 

demon caused deafness and muteness as well as severe epileptic 

type symptoms, including seizures that would drop the boy to the 

ground and cause him to grind his teeth and froth from the 

mouth, and would even try to kill him by having him fall into 

fire or water.  It was violent, evil and strong. 

 Now remember that earlier as Jesus sent them out on a 

mission journey, He had given His disciples the ability to heal 

diseases and authority over demons to be able to cast them out.  

And, they had healed the sick and cast out many demons while 

proclaiming Christ prior to this day, and fully expected to do 

it again, but now they had failed. 

 Though we are not given specific details, it would seem 

that some overconfident and self-relying disciples had forgotten 

Who truly casts out demons and tried to rely on themselves, 

forgetting to seek help from Him through prayer – to seek help 

from the One Who had come to crush the head of satan himself. 

 Even the boy’s father in this text seemed to express a 

little uncertainty (in the face of the disciple’s failure)  Mark 

9:22 ESV “But if you can do anything, have compassion on us and 

help us", and Jesus said Mark 9:23-24 ESV  "'If you can'! All 

things are possible for one who believes."  (24)  Immediately 

the father of the child cried out and said, "I believe; help my 

unbelief!"  A prayer the disciples should have prayed but 

didn’t.   
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 It was to these disciples that Jesus then expressed His 

frustration over their weakness and lack of trust in His Word 

and promise (for them not to be able to do what He had given 

them and enabled them to do).  Jesus had a right to expect more 

from His disciples that had been with Him for so long and had 

the privilege of being in His Word and observing so much for so 

long.  

 Now, when Jesus says, “All things are possible for the one 

who believes,” people often assume that our Lord is essentially 

saying, “Of course it is possible for Me to do heal your son, 

sir, if you will only believe that it is possible!” However, if 

we assume that Jesus is telling this man to have more faith 

(before He can act), we are actually missing the point of this 

text.  

 Oh, to be sure, in many places throughout the scriptures, 

God requires and demands that we believe. God wants us to 

believe! For example, Jesus said to Thomas in John chapter 21—

and He equally says also to us—“Do not disbelieve, but believe” 

(John 21:27).  And there is an aspect of commenting on our lack 

of faith and needing to trust in Him.  But in this text, when 

Jesus says, “All things are possible for the one who believes,” 

He is NOT telling this desperate father to believe more. Indeed, 

where do you ever see Jesus turn away those seeking His help, 

demanding that they have greater faith before He can act?  

In fact, it is wrong to think that lack of faith ties 

Jesus' hands to do miracles.  It is not the father who is healed 

but the son, and we are not told of the faith of the boy.  As 

far as the father is concerned, his is a case of prayer.   He 

asks a gift that is a miracle, but all he does is to ask and to 

pray for it.  Now prayer must be uttered by faith in order to be 

heard, whether the answer involves a miracle or something else.  

But miracles are not dependent of faith but only on the will of 

Jesus. 

But the main point for us is when Jesus says, “All things 

are possible for the one who believes,” He is talking about 

Himself. Take another look at what is happening: 

 First, this desperate father says to Jesus, “If You can do 

anything, have compassion on us.” With these words, the man is 

clearly placing all his hopes on Jesus’ abilities: If You can do 

anything, Jesus; if You are able, Jesus. Again, this man is 

talking about Jesus’ abilities. 

 Then Jesus repeats word-for-word what the man already said 

to Jesus. “If You can?” By repeating the words this man spoke to 

Him, Jesus is also talking about Jesus’ own abilities, in the 

same way that the man was. When Jesus repeats the man’s words, 

“If you can,” Jesus is essentially saying “Of course I can! Of 

course I am able! Of course it is possible for Me to have 
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compassion upon you and your son!” 

 Here is the beautiful thing: How is it that Jesus can do 

this thing for the man and his son? How is Jesus able to do 

this?  Jesus is able to drive the demon away from this man’s son 

because—as Jesus Himself magnificently explains—“all things are 

possible for the one who believes.” That is to say, all things 

are possible for Jesus because Jesus believes. He trusts in the 

love and will of His Father and the work He has given Him to do 

for us. 

 And so is it true for you that Jesus is not requiring faith 

from you when He says to you in today’s Gospel, “All things are 

possible for the one who believes.” With these Words, Jesus is 

saying to you that you receive wonderful gifts and benefits from 

the greatness of Jesus’ faith, and His faithfulness! 

JESUS’ PERFECT FAITH IS FOR YOUR BENEFIT AND BLESSING! 

 (Though we may not be tormented by a demon that is throwing 

us into fire or water), we all can face torments of some form. 

For some of us, the torment is within—either in tortured 

thoughts or in aching bodies, as it was for this demon-possessed 

boy. Illness, guilt, grief, pain, restlessness, dissatisfaction, 

addiction and more: these are all inner torments that continue 

to assail faith and erode confidence in God our Savior. 

 For others of us, the torment is outward. The torment comes 

from family, from neighbor, or from the events of our lives, as 

it did for this heartbroken and weary father in today’s Gospel. 

For example, your loved one’s disease has almost as much impact 

upon you as it does them. Disappointment, resentment, loss, 

demand: outward torments such as these continually dent the 

armor, so to speak, and tries to weaken faith. 

 Regardless of the cause or source, there is a very good 

chance that each of us has reached a point where we can honestly 

pray with the father in this Gospel, “Lord… help my unbelief!” 

The only way any of us can survive some of the things we 

experience is by faith in Jesus. But faith rises and falls like 

a rollercoaster. Faith flows in and out like the passing tides, 

ebbing and flowing sometimes weaker, sometimes stronger.   

 But Jesus comes to you today in this text saying (of 

Himself): “All things are possible for the one who believes.” 

With these Words your Lord is assuring you that He remains 

constant and true even when your faith wavers. 

 Your Lord is telling you that He has kept ALL the 

Commandments perfectly for you. In His obedience, Jesus kept 

even the First Commandment for you. That is, Jesus has feared, 

loved, and trusted in God above all things; He has done so 

without fail; and He has done so with you. 

 Your Lord wants you to know that, when your faith wavers, 

you can hide under His faith and trust in His Father. Where your 
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faith runs thin, His faith and faithfulness covers you with a 

thick, baptismal blanket. Where your faith grows tired, Jesus’ 

faith on your behalf NEVER blinks or yawns. 

 This sounds ironic, but this desperate father in today’s 

Gospel was expressing the greatest heights of faith when he 

prayed to Jesus on his knees, “Help my unbelief.” May God grant 

to each of you equal confidence in Jesus, that you may join with 

this father in complete trust that Jesus will truly supply you 

with all things—including the faith you need to trust in Him. 

Amen 

 


